Principal Mr FJM Madden with Head Boy Conal Fagan (seated) and Deputy Head Boys (from left) Ronan Finn, Daithí Ó Conchobhair, Ciaran Lonergan & Dermot McCrossan

Head Boy’s Welcome
Welcome to St. Columb’s College!
I have so many wonderful memories of my seven years at this school - not least the amazing people that I have met - and the life-changing opportunities that I have experienced. Of course, the transition between primary school and secondary school will always be a monumental moment; however,
I know that your son will flourish here, in a school where the desire to develop each student individually will allow him to achieve both inside and
outside the classroom.
I believe that the sense of community that ‘College Boys’ enjoy is one like no other. I know that the reason for this is down to the real sense of pride
and respect which is encompassed within our Core Values; values that each of us tries to adhere to at all times.
Having had the chance to represent the school as Head Boy has been a real privilege. I know that the person that I now am has been formed as a
result of the time that I have spent at St Columb’s. Time that – I hope - has shaped me into a fine young man; someone who has developed the skills,
confidence and conscience to be successful in life.
I now invite you to join us on this great adventure, and to leave your own legacy. I look forward to meeting you all; I wish you every success in your
time at the school.
Conal Fagan - Head Boy

Alumni Illustrissimi - Left to Right - Seamus Heaney, John Hume and Brian Friel.

Principal’s Welcome
Dear Parents and Prospective Pupils
Welcome to St Columb’s College; thank you for your interest in our school. As you read this Prospectus – hopefully already
having had the chance to experience the vibrancy of our school – I know that you will get a real sense of a focused,
progressive and successful learning community; one with the highest of expectations – as outlined in our Core Values; one
that is determined to ‘promote in each pupil, through Catholic education, the fullest Christian human development of which
he is capable.’
St Columb’s College is a Catholic school with a strong reputation as a provider of high quality teaching and learning, tailored
towards the needs of each learner. Through the provision of a broad and balanced curriculum we seek to equip our boys
with the skills and experiences necessary for them to contribute fully to an ever-changing society. Our ongoing academic
achievements are proof of the quality of teaching and learning that we provide.
St Columb’s College is a Catholic school equally renowned for enabling its students to flourish within the framework of a caring
and supportive pastoral care system; one with a clear emphasis on Positive Behaviour Management. We seek to work in
concert with parents to ensure that each pupil is fully supported throughout all stages of his educational journey. We strive to
collaborate effectively with both Parish and community - so as to provide our pupils with every opportunity to develop fully
as contributors to that same community.
I welcome you to St Columb’s College and to what I believe will be the beginning of a long and fruitful relationship.

FJM Madden
Principal

Welcome to St. Columb’s College

Founded in 1879, St Columb’s
College - Derry’s oldest and largest
Catholic grammar school - has
given an incredible 137 years of
service to education. Through its
pupils, past pupils and staff the
College continues to enrich life in
Ireland’s north-west community
and beyond.
Based on a spacious campus,
St Columb’s can boast modern
buildings and facilities; in addition,
our extensive grounds are superbly
appointed for both games and
recreation.

St Columb’s has a distinguished
tradition of scholarship; like our
patron’s pupils in Derry, Durrow
and Iona in the sixth and seventh
centuries, we hope that during their
time with us, our pupils will prepare
themselves to take leadership roles
in the twenty-first century world.
We offer pupils opportunities to
become articulate and literate;
proficient in languages; competent
in Mathematics, Science and
Technology;
appreciative
of
our history, culture, economy,
geography and environment;

physically fit and committed to
healthy living and above all, men of
character, like St Columba. We aim
to send out men who will display
maturity and purpose, tolerance
and moderation, self-knowledge
and prudence.
First and foremost, we see it as our
privilege and duty to send out from
the school men who are strong in
faith, firm in hope and active in
charity – men who are intent on
living out our motto of ‘Seeking
First the Kingdom of God’.

St. Columb’s College - A Welcoming and Caring Community

Today over 1500 boys from across
the city and beyond attend St
Columb’s College.
Right from
the start we place a great deal
of emphasis on supporting all
pupils through the challenges of
transition, particularly those young
men who are joining us for the
first time. This support begins
with an orienteering session in
June for incoming Primary 7 pupils;
it is followed up by an intensive
and highly-successful three-day
Summer Scheme at the start of the
summer holidays.

During this Scheme our incoming
pupils are given the opportunity
to get to know the school - and
each other - through participation
in a series of sporting, musical,
dramatic, scientific and artistic
activities.
Our specially-trained
Year 14 Peer Mentors take part in
these activities and continue to play
a vital part in the Year 8 Induction
process in late August as well as in
the many other activities that our
new pupils engage in throughout
the course of Year 8.

From the very start, our new
pupils - and their parents - are
able to access a huge amount of
information on what it is like to be
a Year 8 in St Columb’s via our Year
8 Induction Microsite (http://www.
stcolumbs.com/school-microsites/
year8induction/).

Key Stages at St. Columb’s
While St Columb’s College is
able to boast of being a large
and vibrant community, we
are constantly working to ensure that the needs of each individual pupil are recognised
and supported in all ways possible.

In St Columb’s we have three
Key Stages and a pupil’s membership of a specific Key Stage
is shown by the tie and badge
that he wears. By such means
we succeed in underlining the
individuality of all pupils and
ensure that there is no possibility of anonymity.
Our Key Stage ties are based
on the original school tie. Each
Key Stage badge has a symbol
associated with St Columba,
the College Patron. The emblem of the younger boys in
Key Stage 3 is the fledgling

dove, that of the pupils at Key
Stage 4, the open oak leaf,
and that of the Sixth Formers,
the manned curragh.

Key Stage 3

Year 8

Year 9 Year 10

Key Stage 4

Year 11 Year 12

Post-16

Year 13

Year 14

A Broad Curriculum
Through its broad curriculum – delivered
by a dedicated and highly-qualified
staff - the College offers opportunities
for our pupils to become articulate

and literate; proficient in Languages;
skilled in Mathematics, Science and
Technology; appreciative of our
history, culture, economy, geography,
and environment; physically fit and
committed to healthy living.
It is our policy to maintain the best
possible teacher/pupil ratio and to
offer as broad a range of subjects as
possible. St Columb’s, as a committed
member of the Foyle Learning
Community, offers an extensive and

varied curriculum. Currently seventeen
different subjects are timetabled at
Key Stage 3 and twenty-five different
subjects are timetabled to GCSE-level,
nine of which are vocational. In our
Sixth Form pupils are undertaking AS,
A-level, and other equivalent courses
from a range of thirty-four subjects,
again with fourteen vocational options.
A comprehensive programme of
Personal Education is delivered to all
Year Groups; all pupils also participate

in our challenging and relevant
careers education programme while
our annual Careers Fair and other
high-quality university and employer
engagements – including a highlyeffective work experience programme
- provide our pupils with expert insights
into the challenges and opportunities
of the world of work.
Underpinning our provision are the
high quality facilities that we are able to
offer to our pupils. Whether it be state

of the art ICT facilities, outstanding Art,
Home Economics, Music or Technology
classrooms, superbly-appointed Library
and Study Centres, or our soon to be
completed Sports Hall and Drama
Suite, pupils at St Columb’s are able to
avail of the most modern facilities.
The foundation of all aspects of our
academic provision is our strong
commitment to providing the very best
for our pupils. In doing so we seek to
meet the individual needs, aspirations,

abilities and talents of all members
of our community, including those
identified as Gifted and Talented and
those who have Additional Needs. We
evaluate what we offer on a continuous
basis - in order to improve our
provision - and we track our students’
performance religiously – making use
of all available data. In these ways we
hope to prepare our pupils to take their
place in the twenty-first century world
as responsible, caring and capable
young men.

Developing the Whole Person

Underpinning all that we do in St
Columb’s is our Pastoral Care System.
Whether it be through the daily work
of the Form Tutor and Peer Mentors,
the encouragement of the Year Head,
the support of our highly-qualified
independent counsellors, or the work
of our Safeguarding Team, each pupil
is encouraged to live up to aspirations
of our Core Values and is provided
with the support that will allow him
to concentrate on fulfilling his true
potential.

of the pupils. Our Year 8 Service of
Commitment, held early in September,
provides us with the opportunity
to forge the strong home-school
partnership that will sustain our pupils
throughout their time at St Columb’s.
Similar services take place for those
parents whose sons are beginning
Year 11 and Year 13. At all times we
encourage parents to make contact
with us to strengthen this relationship
and help our pupils to achieve the
fullest development possible.

At St Columb’s we are always mindful
of the essential part that our parents
play in supporting the development

We are also anxious to enable our
pupils to recognise and provide for
the needs of others. Whether it be

through the school’s relentless focus
on a wide range of charitable activities
or the opportunities for participation in
the outreach activities afforded by the
Pope John Paul II Award, our pupils are
enabled to develop others as well as
themselves through our constant focus
on generosity and service. Closer to
home, the College’s thriving Student
Representative Council affords pupils
with real opportunities to develop
their leadership capacities through
engagement with the school’s
Management Team, so impacting
positively on the development of their
school community.

A Multifaceted School
Our focus on a healthy mind in a
healthy body finds expression in
many ways at St Columb’s. The
school’s sports facilities – not least
our wonderful 3G pitches and our
new Sports Hall (to be ready for September 2017) - are superb, as befits
our strong belief in the importance
of physical activity in helping to
develop pupils’ physical and mental
well-being. In terms of the range
of sporting activities on offer, we are
constantly striving to enhance our

pupils’ sporting opportunities. Our
ongoing success in a wide range of
sporting disciplines is testament to
the quality of our work in this area.
Our catering provision is also, we
believe, second to none. From the
popular early-morning Breakfast
Club through the vibrant lunch services in the Canteen and Link Area
to the state-of-the-art facilities in
the Sixth Form Centre, our pupils are
encouraged to engage in healthy
eating at all times.
Pupils are also strongly encouraged
to develop personal interests, skills
and talents through their active
participation in a rich and varied
range of over one hundred and fifty extra-curricular activities, suited
to all interests. We believe that
such participation helps our pupils
to develop their sense of belong-

ing to the school and facilitates the
creation and maintenance of strong
friendships with their peers.
Our extensive curriculum also provides our pupils with a broad range
of opportunities for travel, both
at home and abroad. Whether it
be an educational trip to the City
Walls, a visit to the local power station or a wind farm, involvement in
cross-community activities or participation in a sporting event, pupils
are exposed to relevant educational
and sporting experiences on a regular basis.
Of particular importance in terms of
supporting our language provision
are the high quality trips that take
place on an annual basis to France,
Germany, Spain and the Irish Gaeltacht. Other foreign visits are also
organised on a regular basis includ-

ing a very popular annual skiing trip
to Switzerland and, more recently,
highly successful exchange visits to
China.
In January 2005 St Columb’s was
awarded the BECTA ICT in Practice
(Collaboration) UK Runner-up Award.
In 2007 we were then designated as
a Specialist School in Mathematics
and Computing. In the same year,
we received the BECTA ICT Charter
Mark and a National Training Award
for Staff Development in ICT. In 2008
St Columb’s jointly won Best Whole
School Award in Northern Ireland
at the ICT Excellence Awards and
achieved Best Practice Public Sector
Award for developments in ICT. In
June 2012, we were again awarded
the prestigious ICT Charter Mark. In
September 2016 St Columb’s College
was awarded the ICT Charter Mark
for the third time. The award recog-

nised our success in developing the
strategic use of ICT in administration
and across the curriculum. It recognised us as being at the forefront of
modern technological advances in
learning, teaching and leadership.
This achievement was not surprising
given that - by September 2016 - all
Key Stage 3 pupils had their own iPads, thus enabling them to enhance
their teaching and learning experience. Then, in December 2016 St
Columb’s was awarded ‘Runner Up’
in the Capita ICT Excellence Awards
in the category of Improving
Teaching and Learning through
Technology.
The expertise that we developed
during our period of specialism in
Mathematics and Computing has
enabled us to provide opportunities
for our own pupils, and pupils in our
partner schools, to benefit from

wider learning experiences. It has
also allowed us to raise standards
and to share our expertise and
resources within and beyond the
College.
As an Extended School, St Columb’s
enjoys strong links with the local
community, including schools, business and industry. Most evenings of
the week will see the school’s extensive sporting facilities being utilised by a wide range of local clubs
and organisations. The College Union of Past Pupils promotes opportunities for the pupils of today and the
highly active Parents’ Association
(the Friends of St Columb’s) seeks
opportunities to build strong homeschool links which we see as the key
to the success that our school community enjoys.

