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Welcome

I am delighted to be able to write this 
Foreword to the second edition of 
The Columban, the official chronicle 
of the most noteworthy events and 
achievements that have occurred 
in St Columb’s College in the past 
twelve months.  

First of all, I would like to record 
my thanks to all those individuals - 
staff and students - whose hard work, 
passion and perseverance have made the 
production of this second edition possible. In 
particular, I would like to thank Mr Brendan O’Donnell 
for his determination to make Columban No. 2 a 
publication worthy of this great school.  In addition, 
I would like to recognise the herculean efforts of the 
student editorial team, which has done so much to 
make this edition a reality.  I would also like to say 
a sincere ‘thank you’ to our sponsors. Without their 
generosity and loyalty to St Columb’s College, The 
Columban would simply not be produced.

I also want to pay tribute to the work undertaken by the 
school’s Management Team, work that helps create the 
context that makes the achievements outlined in these 
pages possible. Equally worthy of recognition are the 
constant endeavours of all our staff which ensures that 
- as one of our Nobel laureates and Alumni Illustrissimi, 
Seamus Heaney, puts it - St Columb’s ‘is not an edifice 
- it is an energy’. Finally, I would like to record formally 
my thanks to the College’s Board of Governors for their 
much-valued support and guidance.

My vision is of St Columb’s College as a quality school, 
leading the way educationally in Derry and beyond as a 
strong learning community; an institution that remains 
deeply committed to its primary focus of teaching and 

learning through Catholic education.  
At the same time, I know that I do 
not need to remind you that - as a 
quality school - we in St Columb’s 
value more than just academic 
achievement.

And - to borrow from those words of 
Seamus Heaney - what an ‘energy’ 

we have displayed over the last 
12 months, whether it be inside the 

classroom or beyond the school’s walls!  
The content of this edition of The Columban 

make abundantly clear that the staff and students 
of this school continue to create a present and forge 
a future that will ensure that the name of St Columb’s 
College remains a byword for success and achievement 
for many years to come.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the appointment 
of Monsignor Eamon Martin as Archbishop-elect of 
Armagh.  Monsignor Martin’s life has been inextricably 
linked with St Columb’s College for more than 25 years, 
as a student, teacher and finally, President of the school.  
In all of those guises he left an imprint on the school, 
whether it be as an outstanding student, a talented 
colleague or an energetic and inspirational leader.

May God bless him abundantly as he begins his new 
ministry!

Mr Finbar Madden
Principal
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Hello. Welcome to ‘The Columban’. 
It is an honour and a pleasure to be 
able to write this article. This magazine 
is a testament to the editorial team 
and Mr O’Donnell; they have worked 
extremely hard to create such a fantastic 
publication. 

This year I was given the privilege of 
being the Head Boy in St Columb’s.  It is 
a position which I thoroughly enjoyed. 

St Columb’s holds an extremely prestigious 
position here in Derry and indeed far further afield. 
We have had noble laureates, politicians, poets and 
other scholars who were “College Boys”, we have won 
countless tournaments spanning a wide spectrum of 
sports competitions and we are well known for our 
academic successes; all these things contribute to St 
Columb’s rich and diverse history. 

The school offers so many opportunities both during 
and after school. It would be wrong to say that the 
school stops at 3:30; the place is buzzing throughout 
the week with many different afterschool activities. It is 
clear that the training, the planning, the determination 
and commitment of the students and staff has allowed 
St Columb’s to enjoy many successes in the past 
year. Some of these successes are highlighted here 
in ‘The Columban’. There is also the Student Council 
which does tremendous work within the school. I am 
a member of the Council and it is really nice to see the 
school taking the pupils’ suggestions seriously on board. 

The school prides itself on its care for the pupils; the 
pastoral team here within the school are fantastic and 
they are always there to lend a hand. We have two 
school internal councillors and one external councillor 
who comes in every week. If someone is having trouble 
and they don’t feel like talking to an adult, peer mentors 
are there to hear problems and give advice. Not only 
does this lessen the burden, it also creates a link and 
friendship between the junior and senior boys. St 
Columb’s truly does a great job in its attempts to help 
its pupils. 

It is also great to see that St Columb’s gives something 
back to the local community in the form of its charitable 
donations; the school was an active supporter for the 
‘Walk for Life’ in memory of Patrick Toland, we have also 

raised money for Saint Vincent de Paul 
and the Foyle Hospice. However, this 
aid is not only given to charities based 
in Derry; we have donated to many 
international charities such as Trócaire,  
Oxfam and Children in Crossfire. Indeed 
the school has assembled a group 
of sixth form boys who are departing 
for Tanzania in the summer on a 
humanitarian aid scheme. It is clear that 
St Columb’s values the welfare of people 
facing hardship throughout the world; I 
think that this is a credit to the pupils and 

staff of the school. 

Being Head Boy has given me many responsibilities: 
meeting and greeting guests, organizing prefect rotas, 
giving speeches and organizing the School Formal. 
Thankfully however, I was not alone. I have had a 
fantastic team of Deputy Head Prefects and of course 
our great team of Prefects. I would like to publically 
thank Nathan Adam, James Lynch, Conor Barr and 
Kevin Harkin for everything they have done. I would 
have been completely lost without them. I couldn’t have 
asked for a better team and I truly mean that! 

One of the things I love about the school is that we 
are all a family. College boys look out for each other. 
Each year group is a unit, a team, a family where the 
members look out for each other. The sense of solidarity 
created in our school is awe inspiring. I believe that it 
would be hard to find that anywhere else. Our solidarity 
and school pride can be seen in this magazine. 

This year is my last year in St Columb’s and although 
I have the trials and tribulations of university to look 
forward to, I am really sad to be leaving St. Columb’s. 
If I had it my way I would be sitting down there with 
you right now getting ready to do it all over again. I love 
this place and I really mean that.  I’ve grown up within 
these walls and this place has been my home for seven 
years. The ones that I have made here will stay with me 
forever and I will always look back with a smile when 
remembering my days here in St Columb’s for they have 
been extremely happy memories.

Thank you! 
Dean O’Driscoll

Head Boy

Welcome from the Head Boy
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Fr Kieran Devlin, known in Irish as An 

tAthair Ciarán Ó Doibhlin, who has died 

suddenly, was an outstanding scholar of 

medieval history, particularly of Ulster.

He carried out research on Saints 

Patrick and Columba (or Colmcille). He 

accomplished important work on the 

origins of ecclesiastical place names in 

the Diocese of Derry. He had the gift of 

questioning accepted wisdom. Thus he 

did not accept there was such a race 

as “Celts” who conquered Ireland. He 

frequently expressed frustration with the attitude that 

Irish history started with the Plantation of Ulster.

His knowledge of Latin and old Irish enabled him to read 

the original medieval sources in those languages. He 

carried out most of his research while in parish ministry. 

He regularly worked on history from about 10.30pm until 

about 4am - the only period he was guaranteed to be 

undisturbed.

After retiring from parish ministry, he became archivist of 

Derry diocese. He had an ability to unearth material, and 

compiled an index of the clergy of the diocese up to the 

end of the 16th century. Two weeks before his death, 

his book, “The Making of Medieval Derry”, went to the 

publishers.

He was also a scholar of French. He taught this for 10 

years in St Columb’s College, Derry. At the time of his 

death, he was Chaplain to St Columb’s College.

He was a knowledgeable moral theologian. As 

such he liked to provoke discussion and push 

boundaries. Another area of his work was Accord, the 

Catholic marriage advisory body. He was known as 

approachable, a great listener and had 

an ability to draw people out. Thus he 

was much respected among his fellow 

priests.

He suffered permanent ill-health due to 

a spinal injury in a car crash when he 

was 14. This resulted in his spending six 

months in hospital. He did not allow it 

to restrict his life, or produce a shred of 

self-pity.

Fr Devlin was born in Rouskey, Co Tyrone, 

on January 1938, the third child to James Devlin, 

a primary school teacher, and his wife Sarah (née 

Doherty). His father was a native of the area. His mother 

was from Mayo. James Devlin died when Fr Devlin 

was young and the family moved to Mountfield. He 

received his education at local primary schools, then at 

St Columb’s College. From there he went to Maynooth, 

taking a degree in French and Irish.

Bhí an Ghaeilge sa dúchas aige. Bhí sé ag fás aníos go 

díreach agus gríosach na Gaeilge ag fáil bháis ina áit 

dúchas: b’as ceantar a bhí ina Ghaeltacht ina h-óige dá 

máthair. Bhíodh sé ag teagasc i gColáiste Bríde, Rann 

na Feirste, ar feadh na mblianta. Bhí sé ar na sagairt a 

léadh Aifreann Gaeilge achan Domhnach i nDoire.

He is survived by his sister, Carmel (McMahon), and 

brother, Msgr Brendan Devlin. He was predeceased by 

his brother Colm.

Fr Kieran Devlin/

An tAthair Ciarán Ó Doibhlin: 

born January 4th, 1938; 

died August 21st, 2012

(Reproduced with the kind permission of The Irish Times)

Outstanding scholar of medieval history
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The John McDaid Memorial Prize

Mrs Pauline McDaid, wife of the 
late John McDaid, has presented 
St Columb’s with a new prize to 
commemorate the very close 
links that her husband had 
with the College. The John 
McDaid Memorial Prize will be 

awarded each year to the St Columb’s student who 
has made an ‘Outstanding Contribution to College 
Life’ across a range of disciplines. A bursary will also 
be presented to the recipient each year.

Mr John McDaid was a member of the College’s 
Board of Governors for over 20 years. At the time 
of his death in July 2011 he was serving as Chair of 
the Board. A past pupil of St Columb’s, Mr McDaid 
always displayed unstinting loyalty to the school. He 
was blessed with a superb sense of humour and 
this, combined with great wisdom and a work ethic 
second to none, made him one of the College’s 

greatest assets.

This magnificent Waterford 
Crystal trophy will serve as a 
fitting reminder of a man who 
made an outstanding contribution 
not just to the life of St Columb’s 
College, but also to the city of 
Derry and the North-West over 
many decades. It was presented 
jointly to Christopher Dillon and 
Jason McKinney.

Mr John Johnson
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STAFFING 2012 - 2013

Board of Governors

 LIST OF MEMBERS SOURCE OF NOMINATION
 
 Mr Patrick Kelly (Chairman) 
 Reverend John Cargan 

Trustees
 Mrs Elizabeth Hughes
 Mr Shaun McElhinney

 Ms Sandra Duffy 
 Ms Pádraigin Ni Mhaonaigh Department of Education
 Vacant 

 Dr Rory McLaughlin Parent Governor

 Mrs Margaret Hannaway Teacher Governor

 Dr Judith O’Hare Co-opted Governor

 Mr FJM Madden (Correspondent) Principal

*****

sCHooL ManaGeMenT TeaM

 Principal Mr FJM Madden

 Vice-Principal Mr T Bradley

 Vice-Principal Vacant

 Senior Teacher (Post 16) Mr J Johnston

 Senior Teacher (Key Stage 4) Mr M McIlveen

 Senior Teacher (Key Stage 3) Miss P Hughes

 Senior Teacher (Tutor) Vacant

 Senior Teacher  Mr B Keys
 (Dissemination of Good Practice)   

 HR & Finance Manager Ms F Hegarty

*****

Year Heads

Year 8 Mr K Kearney Year 11 Mr D Chambers Year 13 Mrs U Grimley
Year 9 Mr E McAteer Year 12 Mr J Peoples Year 14 Mr B Trainor
Year 10 Mrs M Hannaway
 

*****

 Head of Chaplaincy Mr M McConnellogue

 Chaplaincy Assistant Ms R Byrne
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sUBJeCT Leaders

Ancient History Vacant

Art and Design (including History of Art) Mr K O’Donnell

Biology Mr A Lagan

Business Studies Mr S McAteer

Careers Vacant

Chemistry Mr N Finn

Computing and ICT Mrs H Foster

English Mr B McGilloway

French Dr S Funnell

Geography Mrs N McGonagle

German Ms M Lübbeke

History Mrs C McLaughlin

Irish Mrs P McConnell

Mathematics Mr B Keys

Moving Image Arts Mr M Meenan

Music Mr B McGinn

PE Mr E Burns

Physics Mr V Doherty

Politics Mr L Boyle

RE Mr M McConnellogue

Spanish Mrs S Caughey

Technology and Design Mr R Hyndman

Co-ordinator of Modern Languages Mrs P McConnell

Head of Science Mr A Lagan
 (Co-ordinates Science subjects)
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TeaCHInG  sTaff  2012 - 2013

Mr D Barr Mr L Boyle  Mrs J Bradley 

Mr T Bradley Mr E Burns Mr L Burns 

Mrs M Burns Ms R Byrne Mrs S Caughey 

Mr D Chambers Miss P Connolly Mrs J Convery 

Mr G Doherty Miss L Doherty Mrs M Doherty

Mr V Doherty Mr J Donaghey Miss B Duddy 

Miss C Ferguson Mr N Finn Mrs H Foster

Dr S Funnell Mrs U Grimley Mr W Guthrie 

Mrs M Hannaway Mrs L Hegarty Miss D Hillick 

Mr R Horner Miss P Hughes Mr R Hyndman 

Mr J Johnston Mr K Kearney Miss E Kerr 

Mr T B Keys Mrs A-L Kirby Mr A Lagan

Mr J B Logue Ms M Lübbeke Mr FJM Madden 

Mr D Marlow Mr E McAteer Mr S McAteer 

Mr G McCay Mrs G McCay Mr S McCay 

Mrs P McConnell Mr M McConnellogue Mr A McCourt 

Mr P McGarry Mr B McGilloway Mr B McGinn 

Mrs N McGonagle Mrs S McGonigle Mr T P A McGonigle 

Mr M McIlveen Mrs C McLaughlin Miss E McLaughlin 

Ms B McTaggart Miss O McLaughlin Mrs M McMullan 

Mr J McQuillan Mr M Meenan Mr G Millar 

Mr L Mosby Mrs A Northey Ms M-J O’Carolan 

Mrs L Murray Mr B O’Donnell Mr K O’Donnell 

Dr L O’Donnell Mr N O’Donnell Ms C O’Hagan 

Mrs A O’Kane Mrs M-L O’Kane Mr M Ó Murchú 

Mrs M O’Riordan Mr J Peoples Mr X Prigent 

Mr B Quigley Miss H Sisk Mr D Smyth 

Mrs J Smyth Mr C Stevenson Mrs S Tohill 

Mr M Tracey Mr B Trainor Ms A M Valadez Peña 

Mr J Ward
 
  Teaching staff on a 
  career break 2012-2013
 

  Mrs S Beatty

  Mrs J Kerlin
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Administrative Staff Caretakers and Grounds Technicians
Mr J Broderick Mr K Gallagher Miss J Cairns
Mr D Carlin Mr M McEleney Miss N Doherty
Mrs T Doherty Mr M McKinney Mr J Gill
Mrs A Gallagher Mr D McLaughlin Mr G Gillen
Mrs M McCallion  Mr R McGilligan
Mrs M O’Kane  Mr J Mulhern
Mr J Quigley Classroom Assistants Mr F Wilson
 Mrs M Brown
 Ms R Campbell
 Mrs C Devine
 Ms A Doherty
 Dr L Feeney
 Ms Y Gallagher
 Mrs Eilís Gill
 Mr J Green
 Mrs R Harvey
 Mr L Haslett
 Mrs R Hutchman
 Mrs C Keogh
 Mrs T McCauley
 Mrs G McGill
 Mrs B McLaughlin
 Mrs D Kelly

Canteen Network Management Cleaning
Mrs J Boyle and ICT Support Ms A M Kelly
Mrs T Doyle Mr D Boast Mrs J Barlow
Mrs M Healy Mrs U McCaul Mrs C Brown
Mrs H Kelly Mr J Stewart Mr J Burns
Mrs P Kelly  Ms A Curran
Mrs D McDermott Library Mr G D’arcy
Mrs C Pennock Dr A Carlin Ms N Doyle
Mrs M Quigley Mr S Crumley Mrs T Doyle
Mrs M Quigley  Mrs M Dunne
Mrs A Whoriskey Study Supervisor Ms C Gillespie
 Mrs P MacDermott Mrs M Healy
 Mrs M Madden Ms M Kelly
  Ms L Masterton
 Domestic Assistant Ms D Montgomery
 Mrs P Saunders Miss L Robinson
  Mrs J Rowe
 Domestic Attendant Mr J McMenamin
 Mrs L Masterton Mr A Pennock
  Mrs P Saunders
 Sixth Form Supervisor Mrs L Wylie
 Mrs B Crumlish  
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They say that time flies when you are 
having fun. This past year has gone by 
very quickly indeed. ‘The Columban’ 
was launched a year ago and now, in its 
second incarnation, the magazine attempts 
to witness to the events of this past year 
in St Columb’s College. It attempts to 
do so in a purely positive way and in an 
atmosphere of celebration. 

One year after launch, where are we? We 
find ourselves in a time of great change - 
new Principal, new Pope, former President 
appointed to eventually lead the Irish Church. We have 
all changed as people. We have experienced highs and 
lows. We have lost loved ones. Yet the community that 
is St Columb’s remains. 

The cover of last year’s magazine featured St Columba 
and the school. The cover of this year’s magazine 
features one pupil in a moment of great achievement. 
This feels right to me. St Columb’s College is not just 
about history, granite, bricks and mortar. It is also 
about people and what they can achieve. James Kelly 
could not have achieved what he did those memorable 
nights in February without the support of our entire 
community. The same goes for every project featured in 
this publication.  

And so team ethos pervades each page you turn, with 
the oak leaf and school crest reminding us all of a larger 

family. I think it’s very important that our 
individual experiences be linked into a 
greater whole. I hope that, whilst perusing 
this publication, you get a sense of the 
bigger picture. By this time next year much 
will have changed and time will have flown. 
I hope that you will have had as much fun 
as I have had on the journey that is ‘The 
Columban’. 

The editorial team of ‘The Columban’ 
are the heart of this publication. They are 

a most impressive bunch and deserve 
the praise of our entire community.  They are Adam 
Beales, Daniel Callaghan, Daniel Deerey, Christopher 
Dillon, Declan Frith, Jason Hayes, Michael Hegarty, 
Mark Kelly, Peter Madden, Garry Mallett, Anthony 
McGuigan, Ethan McKeegan, Kane McLaughlin, 
Caoilean Melarky, Caolan Moore, Patrick Mulholland, 
Dean O’Driscoll and Sam Thompson. Thank you for 
your enthusiasm and your optimism. Thank you to our 
advertisers for supporting the school. Thank you to 
Ms Fidelma Hegarty and the members of the Finance 
Committee for your support. Finally, I would like to 
take this opportunity to say a big thank you to our new 
Principal Mr Finbar Madden. All this would not have 
been possible without your active support. 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell
Editor

bodonnell202@stcolumbs.com

Editorial
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At his inauguration Mass in St Peter’s Square 
at the Vatican, Pope Francis said, “amid so 
much darkness, we need to see the light of 
hope and to be men and women who bring 
hope to others.” He said that authentic power 
is service especially of the poor, the weak, 
the vulnerable and the least important. “Only 
those who serve with love are able to 
protect!” Pope Francis set a 
different style immediately 
when he appeared on the 
central balcony of St Peter’s 
Basilica having ditched 
the traditional ornate 
red papal mozetta in 
favour of a simpler 
white cassock. He was 
signalling to the world 
that he will bring the 
Church back to basics. 
A Pope named after 
St Francis might well 
reflect on the vision that he had of Jesus Christ in the 
country chapel of San Damiano, just outside of Assisi, in 
which the icon of Christ crucified said to him: “Francis, 
repair my Church which is falling into ruins.” St Francis 
of Assisi was a man of the poor, a man of peace who 
loved and cared for creation. “Oh how I would like a 
Church which is poor and for the poor.” Pope Francis 
said.

Pope Francis is the first Argentinean Pope, indeed the 
first Pontiff from South America.  He is the first Jesuit 
Pope and the first to choose Francis as his regnal 
name. He is the first Pope to take the bus instead of the 
limousine and he settled his own hotel bill for the period 
he stayed prior to the conclave. As a Cardinal he lived in 
a simple apartment instead of a palace and cooked his 
own meals. From the moment he raised his hand shyly 
we knew that this Pope was different, and even more so 
when he greeted everyone with “Buono Sera”. But the 
best moment was when he bowed and asked everyone 
present to pray for him, before he blessed them. A 
‘Servant of the servants of God’ indeed! Pope Francis 
is a very humble man with very strong convictions. He 

‘Be people of hope’ - Pope Francis

seems to be a man who prefers a low profile 
rather than looking for glory and status and it 
is interesting that he chose as his Episcopal 
motto, ‘Lowly, yet chosen’.
Jorge Mario Bergoglio, Pope Francis, was 
born on 17th December, 1936, in Buenos 

Aires. He is one of five children. His father 
was a railway worker, his mother a 

homemaker. Jorge studied 
and received a diploma in 

chemistry at the University 
of Buenos Aires. From 
a very young age  he 
knew he would become 
a priest. When the 
Pope was 21, he 
became gravely ill with 
pneumonia and had 
his right lung partially 

removed. In 1958 he 
declared his intentions 
to be a Jesuit priest and 

entered their order’s seminary. After studying philosophy 
he went on to teach psychology and literature at high 
school. In 1967 he returned to his theological studies 
and was ordained priest in 1969. After his profession as 
a Jesuit in 1973 he became a novice master and later 
that year was elected Jesuit Superior for the Province 
of Argentina. From 1979 to 1985 Pope Francis served 
as rector and teacher of theology, before going to 
Germany to finish his doctoral thesis. In May 1992 he 
was appointed auxiliary bishop of Buenos Aires. On 
June 3rd 1997, he was named coadjutor Archbishop 
and subsequently installed  as the new Archbishop of 
Buenos Aires on February 28th 1998. As Archbishop 
he was known simply as ‘Fr Jorge’ and he adopted 
the attitude that the Church belongs in the street. 
Archbishop Bergoglio was elevated to Cardinal during 
the consistory of February 21st 2001 by Pope John-
Paul II. Reports indicate that in the 2005 conclave that 
elected Pope Benedict XVI, Cardinal Bergoglio received 
the second-highest number of votes. Cardinal Bergoglio 
was elected Pope Francis on March 13th 2013.

Mr Mark McConnellogue
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Monsignor Eamon Martin

At 12.00 noon on Friday 18th January 
2013, it was announced that Pope 
Benedict XVI had appointed Monsignor 
Eamon Martin as Coadjutor Archbishop of 
Armagh.

This means that when the current 
Archbishop of Armagh, Cardinal Sean 
Brady, retires, Monsignor Martin will 
automatically take over the spiritual 
leadership of the Irish Catholic Church.  He 
will become the first Derry man in modern 
times to hold this office.

Archbishop-elect Martin has very close ties with our 
school.  From 1990-2008 he was a member of staff 
(teacher and President) in St Columb’s College.  He 
started out as a teacher of Mathematics and RE, 
becoming Head of RE in 1997.  In June 2000 the then-
Father Martin was appointed President of St Columb’s, 
remaining in that position for eight years.  Under his 
leadership St Columb’s became a Specialist School 
in Mathematics and Computing and celebrated the 
125th Anniversary of its establishment.  Archbishop-
elect Martin’s links with St Columb’s go back much 
further than this, though; he was a student at the school 
between 1973 and 1980.  He is a St Columb’s ‘man’ 
through and through.

Speaking shortly after Monsignor Martin’s appointment 
as Coadjutor Archbishop of Armagh was made public, 
Principal of St Columb’s College, Mr Finbar Madden, 
said:

‘We are delighted but not remotely surprised by the 
news of Monsignor Eamon Martin’s appointment as 
Coadjutor Archbishop of Armagh.  As a community we 
are immensely proud that a son of a school - whose 
alumni have contributed so much to the life of our 
nation (and beyond) - has been afforded the opportunity 

to assist with the leadership of the Catholic 
Church in Ireland and contribute to the 
mission of the wider Church.

Monsignor Martin’s life has been 
inextricably linked with St Columb’s 
College for more than 25 years, as a 
student, teacher and finally, President of 
the school.  In all of those guises he left an 
imprint on the school, whether it be as an 
outstanding student, a talented colleague 
or an energetic and inspirational leader.

As President of St Columb’s College, Monsignor Martin 
conceived, developed and implemented a very clear 
vision of the role that education could play in improving 
the lives of all of our young people.  In doing so he was 
always conscious of the entire school community - staff, 
pupils and parents - working together to drive forward 
improvement.  Over the course of his Presidency 
Monsignor Martin was relentless in searching out ways 
in which educational provision in St Columb’s could 
be broadened so that the needs of all types of learners 
could be accommodated.  To underpin this he provided 
myriad opportunities for staff to develop their professional 
skills, and for students to gain new experiences.

Even since leaving St Columb’s in 2008 Monsignor 
Martin did not forget his links with the school.  He was 
assiduous in remaining in touch with his alma mater.  
Over the past number of months he has been able to 
re-establish his connections with the school and has 
played a key role, as College Chaplain, in nurturing the 
Catholic ethos of St Columb’s College. 

We will be very sorry to lose him again!’

St Columb’s College warmly congratulates Archbishop-
elect Martin on his appointment.

Mr Finbar Madden
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Minister for Education praises ‘The Columban’

At a reception in Stormont on 
Wednesday November 21st 2012, pupils 
from our school had the opportunity to 
meet Minister for Education Mr John 
O’Dowd and present him with a copy 
of ‘The Columban’.  This reception was 
hosted by BT who sponsor the Young 
Scientist competition. Our school was 
represented by Ethan Browne, Dylan 
Browne, Mark Kelly, Eamon Doohan and 
Ryan Kelly.

Our budding Young Scientists availed 
of an opportunity to have some ‘hands 
on’ experience of laser cutters and 
microscopes as well as impressing the 
Minister with the quality of our school 
magazine.  Mr O’Dowd commented 
that he felt that our magazine was an 
excellent production and was to be 
commended.

Mark Kelly

Having only joined the St Columb’s 
chaplaincy team in January 2013, my few 
months in the school have been busy 
and fruitful. I have had the opportunity of 
meeting all Years 8-12 students and all 
A-level RE students. Speaking to students 
about my own vocation, the duties of a 
deacon and my hopes for priesthood has 
provided a forum for students to gain an 
improved understanding of what Catholic 
priesthood is really about. 

My talks with students also focussed on 
the ‘Universal Call to Holiness’, highlighting the notion 
that all baptised Christians are called to become saints. 
Hopefully many will remember the four practices that we 

Rev Micheál McGavigan

employ in our relationship with God so that 
we can all grow in holiness. 

Over the Lenten season, Mass has been 
celebrated every morning in the College 
Oratory and all students have had the 
opportunity of availing of the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation. My hope is that the 
sacraments will have a greater role to play 
in the spiritual life of the College in the 
coming months.  

As I prepare for ordination to the priesthood 
on 16th June 2013, I entrust myself to the prayers of the 
college community and assure all students and staff of 
mine.  

Rev Micheál McGavigan
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Dignitaries joined by Mr Sean McGinty

Mr Mark H Durkan MLA, Most Rev Edward Daly, Mr Ian Doherty, 
Alderman Maurice Devenney and Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Mr E McAteer and Mrs C O’Hagan 
at launch night

Mrs Roisin Boyle (Open and Direct 
Ltd - one of our advertisers), 

in discussion with Mr John Johnson

Pupils enjoying the fruits of their labour

On Thursday night April 20th 2012 St Columb’s College 
launched its annual publication - ‘The Columban’. 
Guests enjoyed a drinks reception and finger food in 
the staff room with music provided by the school staff 
traditional music group.

All then retired to the assembly hall where, after a short 
reflection by School Chaplain Mr Mark McConnellogue, 
Mr Brendan O’Donnell, Editor of ‘The Columban’, paid 
tribute to all those who had helped in the publication 
before outlining to the audience the ethos of positive 
energy, spirit and identity which underpins this fine book. 
School Principal Mr McGinty then drew proceedings 
to a close, reminding those present that the pupils are 
the most important thing in our school and that we 
now have an annual publication worthy of St Columb’s 
College and its long history.

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Launch of The Columban
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My kite, jutted in and out of sight
By the aid of sparkling fabrics it was made,
As if the shining armour of a brave knight,

Jostling with the stars where they laid;
Whilst I thought of how life is up in the air,

For all we can ever do, is simply stop and stare!

Powdered snow, like the spores of a flower
Lined a bench by the bower; but quiet - no other knows!

My brother, his breathing in snowflakes breaks our
Mother’s heavy heart, but strangely one day she never rose...

As darkness descended, I helped him limp over the stile - 
Cannot one be lost at sea, though no man is an isle?

That evening, with a thud, a home became a solemn site
Anyone else would have thought it was the clumsy maid -

For a murder in flight casts no shadows at night,
But long I cowered in the shade, my soul with dread lade,

Then unbeknownst to the failures of other I am heir,
Shakily - Warily, I ascended up the narrow stair...

There, I followed a sprinkled trail as white as flour,
To a boy frail and pale with a powdered broken nose,

I froze... And stood, as hour drifted into hour,
Until there were people, in regimented rows,

All clad in dark black - all in similar style,
All weeping... As a coffin lingered up the aisle.

Patrick Mulholland

The Details

Patrick Mulholland, 
a pupil in Year 14, 
kindly offered ‘The 
Columban’ this fine 
piece of creative 
work



The Columban 2013

16

Monday 15th April 2013

On the evening of Monday 15th April 2013 a large crowd 
gathered in the Assembly Hall of St Columb’s College 
to pay tribute to the life and work of former College 
teacher and Chaplain, Rev Ciarán Devlin, who died 
suddenly in August 2012.  Shortly before his untimely 
death, Fr Devlin had completed an absorbing account 
of the emergence and organisation of the Church in the 
Diocese of Derry in medieval times.   

Following an opening reflection by College Chaplain, Rev 
Micheál McGavigan, St Columb’s Principal, Mr Finbar 
Madden, formally welcomed those present to the event.  
In his brief remarks Mr Madden made particular reference 
to the welcome presence of Bishop Joseph Duffy (Guest 
Speaker), Bishop Edward Daly, Bishop Seamus Hegarty, 
Bishop Francis Lagan and Bishop Noel Trainor (Bishop 
of Down and Connor).  Mr Madden also welcomed 
Monsignor Eamon Martin, former St Columb’s President 
and Coadjutor Archbishop-Elect of Armagh. Also warmly 
welcomed by Mr Madden were members of the Devlin 
family including Fr Ciarán’s brother, Monsignor Brendan 
Devlin, College Alumnus Illustrissimus and the driving 
force behind the publication of this seminal volume.

Following Mr Madden’s address, Monsignor Devlin 
introduced Bishop Joseph Duffy (Emeritus Bishop of 
Clogher) and invited him to offer his thoughts on The 

Launch of ‘The Making of Medieval Derry’

Making of Medieval Derry.  In an erudite and wide 
ranging address, Bishop Duffy, himself a renowned 
scholar of the early Irish Church, praised Fr Ciarán’s 
humanity, his scholarship as well as his focus on the 
lives of lesser known Irish saints.

Monsignor Eamon Martin then addressed those present. 
He spoke movingly of Fr Ciarán’s friendship over a four 
year period when they both lived in Collon House. In a 
tour de force address, Monsignor Martin reminded the 
audience of the contemporary relevance of Fr Ciarán’s 
work, especially in the context of the current Year of 
Faith.  Following his address, Monsignor Martin formally 
launched The Making of Medieval Derry.  

The final speaker was Ms Donna Doherty, 
Commissioning Editor with Veritas.  In a brief address, 
Ms Doherty reflected on the great privilege that she 
and Veritas had experienced in working with Monsignor 
Brendan Devlin in the production of this ground-breaking 
study of the medieval Irish Church.

With the more formal elements of the evening dispensed 
with, the large crowd - royally entertained by the 
school’s Traditional Music Group - spent some time in 
informal conversation, meeting with the members of 
the Devlin family and reflecting on the scholarship and 
humanity of the much-missed author of The Making of 
Medieval Derry, Rev Ciarán Devlin.

Mr Finbar Madden

Staff Traditional Irish Group playing at launch Bishop Edward Daly, Monsignor Eamon 
Martin and Rev Michael McGavigan 

Monsignor Brendan Devlin signing a copy for 
Mr Donal Chambers

Mr Malachy McGonagle, Mr Finbar Madden and 
Mr Kevin O’Donnell
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Pupil News

Principal’s Interview

Career Related Questions

Q.1) What sparked your passion for teaching?
A lot of my wider family circle were/are teachers.  My 
mother was a Primary School teacher for close to 
40 years; I was in her class in P2 - an interesting 
experience!  I suppose, therefore, that I was 
experiencing on a daily basis the positive impact that 
the profession has and some of that must have seeped 
into me.  It’s also true to say that being involved in the 
education of young people is an incredibly enriching 
and invigorating experience - one that I would heartily 
recommend to all and sundry.

Q.2) If it wasn’t teaching, what other career route 
would you have chosen and why?

My mother comes from Glens of Antrim farming stock 
and that life did (and still does) attract me greatly - 
particularly when I’m having a tough day at work.  In 
general, though, it probably would have been teaching 
in another form!  I quite liked the idea of researching/
lecturing in History at Third Level.  For one reason or 
another that never happened (that’s another story).

Q.3) Is it daunting being the Principal of such a 
prestigious college in the city?

Of course it is!  First of all, St Columb’s is not just ‘a 
prestigious college in the city’; it is well-known country-
wide and perhaps even further afield!  When one is 
entrusted with leading such a famous institution with 
such a rich history it brings a fair degree of trepidation.  
At the same time, I am surrounded by a team of very 
able colleagues and so the fear is somewhat diminished.

Q.4) What are the typical day-to-day challenges of 
being a Principal?

No two days are ever the same.  While there are a fair 
number of meetings and a lot of administration, much of 

my time is taken up with meeting with colleagues, pupils 
and parents.  This is valuable work; these meetings 
are central to building and maintaining the positive 
relationships that make this great institution work 
most effectively.  As an example I particularly enjoyed 
meeting all of the Year 14 students as part of the UCAS 
application process.  It was really great to be able to 
spend a bit of quality time with our senior students and 
hear about their hopes and dreams for the future.  

Q.5) What do you think you can change/implement/
bring in becoming the principal of the college?

As I’ve already mentioned, the College has a rich history 
and heritage which I particularly want to protect and 
nurture.  At the same time we’re facing into a period of 
incredible financial retrenchment and so it is essential to 
ensure that St Columb’s continues to offer high quality 
teaching and learning with significantly fewer resources 
- a particularly difficult task.  For me, this year is all about 
getting to grips with the job; as time goes on you will 
hopefully get a real sense of the ways in which I want St 
Columb’s to develop.



The Columban 2013

18

Personal Questions

Q.1) What are your hobbies/how do you relax?
I enjoy hillwalking but don’t do anywhere near enough 
of it. Getting out in the fresh air and relaxing a bit in that 
way will be top of the New Year resolutions for 2013; 
time will tell how that goes.  In terms of TV, I enjoy many 
of the usual detective dramas.  I have keenly followed all 
versions of the Sherlock Homes ‘franchise’ over the years 
(decades!), whether it be Basil Rathbone, Jeremy Brett, 
Benedict Cumberbatch or Robert Downey Jr playing 
the lead.  I was also a massive fan of Inspector Morse 
- in both written and televisual forms.  I loved Band of 
Brothers and subsequently bought The Pacific, but have 
yet to watch it.  In terms of all-time TV favourites, The 
West Wing is very hard to beat, particularly when Aaron 
Sorkin was at the helm.  I buy a lot of books but don’t 
read as much as I should.  When my children were much 
younger I would have played a fair bit of PS2 on their 
behalf; now they don’t need me for that (I really miss 
Call of Duty and Medal of Honor).  I have fairly eclectic 
musical tastes.  At the moment I’m very much into 
Coldplay, but also enjoy listening to groups such as U2, 
Simple Minds, Dire Straits, Mr Mister (particularly the Go 
On album) and The Beatles.  I suppose that in general I 
pretty much enjoy a good tune - whatever that is!  I have 
supported Liverpool for most of my life; I still revel in the 
memories of the glorious 1980s!   

Q.2) What A-levels did you study and thus what is 
your favourite subject? 

I studied English, History and RE. History always was 

- and remains - my favourite subject.  I especially enjoy 
twentieth century ecclesiastical history, particularly the 
history of the papacy.

Q.3) Were there any subjects you didn’t enjoy/ 
weren’t good at, but wish that you were?

I was pretty good at most subjects but, looking back, 
could have worked a bit harder at times.  I wish that I had 
been more gifted musically as I would now love to be able 
to play the piano.  I suppose that there’s still time to learn.

Q.4) Has the school system changed much since 
you were a pupil? If so how?

I attended St Malachy’s College in Belfast which would 
have been pretty similar to St Columb’s in terms of its 
history and traditions (although St Malachy’s is much 
more venerable, having been founded in 1833!).  Of 
course things have changed - particularly the aspects of 
the curriculum and the examination system - but what 
strikes me most is the way in which so many things have 
stayed the same. Plus ça change…!

Q.5)  If you could give one piece of advice to the 
students of St Columb’s College what would 
that be and why?

I don’t have anything particularly original to add, but 
what I would like our students to consider is the fact that 
now is the time when they are best placed to create the 
future that they want.  I would tell them not to waste the 
fantastic opportunities that they have been given.  Not 
earth-shattering advice, I admit, but fundamental all the 
same!

Declan Frith

The Biology Olympiad is a competition which challenges 
and stimulates gifted students with an interest in 
Biology to expand and extend their talents. Nearly 4000 
students took part in the first round of this year’s British 
Biology Olympiad by completing a multiple choice paper 
online back in early February. The paper tested not only 
tested A-level specifications in this subject but it also 
contained a number of questions involving interpretation 
and deduction which stretched talented biologists. 
Jack Duffy Year 14 has been invited to London at the 
end of June to receive his award of a Silver Medal from 

Biology Olympiad

Professor Bruce Hood who delivered the 2011 BBC 
televised Royal Institution Christmas Lectures, entitled, 
“Meet Your Brain”.

Other Year 14 students who received awards were 
Conor Gill (Bronze Medal), Brian Doohan and Kevin 
Harkin, both Highly Commended.  Christopher Dooley 
was Commended.
 
Mr Lagan stated that the students did fantastically and 
all have bright futures ahead of them.

Mr Aidan Lagan
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Extra Curricular Activities

Lego League
Lego league is an after school activity 

located in IT1 in the senior school 
and organised by Mrs Foster and Mr 

McCourt. Lego League is open to 
students between the ages of 11 - 16. 
In the past St Columb’s College Lego 

League team won, Best Robot in 
2008 and last year won, Best Team. 

The competition this year will be held 
in Belfast in the W5. Overall winners 
will go to Loughborough University. 
The competition is between all the 

schools in Northern Ireland.
 Only 10 members go to Belfast. 

Go St Columb’s!

Breakfast Club
The school’s Breakfast Club is a great way to start the day ahead. The 
Breakfast Club is open Monday - Friday from 8:30 am - 9:00 am. There 
is a good range of food in the Breakfast club that includes, bagels, toast, 
pancakes, egg, beans, water, orange and apple juice, milkshake and yazoo. 
The organiser is Mr Ward (TD Teacher). So come along and enjoy the food and 
drinks on sale and chat with your friends. There is no better way to spend your 
early morning in school. 

Breakfast Club up in action and canteen ladies ready to serve.

Pupils building objects with Lego.

St Columb’s College 
offers a wide range of 
activities and classes 
after school. Here is just 
a snap shot of all that is 
on offer.
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Latin
This year, there are ten boys doing 
OCR Entry Level Latin - 1st, 2nd, 3rd 
and 4th conjugation verbs. They are 
learning nouns of the 1st, 2nd and 
3rd Declension. They are also doing 
adjectives, conjunctions, prepositions 
and Roman Numerals. Latin is held 
every Wednesday in Room 45. 3:35 pm 
- 4:30 pm. The organiser of the club is 
Mr McConnellogue. Last year, two boys 
completed the exam and both got top 
grade. Ryan Kelly did an assignment 
about Chariot Racing called “The Race to be a 
Miliarius”.  Here it is!

I stand here, in the year AD LXXX, upon my biga chariot, 
in the mighty Circus Maximus that lies between the 
Aventine and Palatine hills.

As I await the start signal I stand in my wicker chariot 
with my reins tied around my waist, checking I have my 
knife in case I need to cut myself free.

I placed my leather helmet over my head and prepared 
myself for the race to commence. I wore my red vetis 
quadrigaria with pride, hoping this was the day I became 
one step closer to becoming a miliarius.

This was tense, I could feel the eyes of the two hundred 
and fifty thousand spectators pounding down upon my 
back… the blare of the trumpet marked the start of the 
race and we were off.

My horses charged forwards taking an early lead over 
the other green, blue and white factions. I sped past 
the Statue of Victory trying to maintain my lead over the 
others, I could feel my heart race in my chest and the 
droplets of sweat form on my forehead.

As I approached the Obelisk of Augustus I could see, 
out of the corner of my eye, the white faction approach 
on my right and the blue on my left. I knew I had to do 
something, but what? 

I could now see the first turn approaching fast, if I 
could move into the left and take the inside lane around 
the bend I would be in the lead. I gingerly pulled on 
my reigns to move my horse in slowly, when, without 
warning I heard the screech of furious horses on my 
left side; the blue faction was right along my left side. 
Our wheels started grinding against one another and it 
suddenly became a battle of who would crack first. 

I spurred my horses on and we galloped around the 
bend as the blue faction crept forwards ever so slightly. 
I heard a fierce crack that sounded like the toppling of a 
tree. I felt an overpowering jolt from under me; I looked 
down only to see that my left wheel had shattered and 
wood shards speckled the track behind me. 
With a deafening crack I heard the axel below my feet 

snap and my other wheel broke free, I was tossed from 
my now diminishing chariot and trailed along on my 
back. The pain was overwhelming but I had to find my 
knife, I had to cut myself free.

Ryan Kelly started Latin in September 2011. It took 
Ryan between 1 - 2 hours on a Saturday to complete 
his Latin assignment. The assignment (coursework) 
was worth 50% of the exam, he scored full marks in 
his assignment. Well done Ryan! The other 50% were 
two examinations, which were twenty marks each. 
One exam was a vocabulary test and the other was a 
translation.

Mr McConnellogue teaching pupils Latin

Intermediate Russian

Intermediate Russian is held in Room 14T every Monday 
at 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm and organised by Miss O’Donnell.  
The benefits of learning Russian include lots of jobs you 
could do like a translator or a linguist. There is also a 
demand on Russian for IT jobs. We are planning to have 
a trip to Moscow next year if we get a sufficient number 
of people during Russian.

The Russian pupils and Miss O’Donnell
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Chinese
Chinese Club is held during school. 
It is held in room 13.  It runs from 
September to June.  The Chinese 
teacher is called Mr Liu (Full name: 
Liu Bing Young). Mr Liu has worked 
extremely hard to teach in Europe 
as it is not easy to get a job here. Mr 
Liu teaches English in High School in 
China. Mr Liu lives in Eastern China 
- Huizhou City (Province: Zhejiang). 
There are 34 provincial states in 
China. Mr Liu teaching pupils Chinese

Irish Club
Irish club is a fun club and a fun way 
of learning Irish. It is open to anybody 
(even to people who don’t do Irish.) 
It is held in Room 10. It is on from 
3:30 pm - 4:30 pm.

Film Club
Film Club is a registered charity which 
helps students to set up regular film 
screenings for interested students. 
This year, St Columb’s College 
joined the scheme and Mr Meenan 
and Miss O McLaughlin show films 
every Wednesday after school in the 
lecture theatre from 3:30 pm - 4:30 
pm. Students should turn up to get 
registered if they’re interested and 
keep their eyes open for information 
which is displayed outside Room 49 
and the school website. Students can 
help chose the films they wish to see, 
a full list of which can be found on 
www.filmclub.org. 

Mr Meenan and pupils watch the film, Up, in the lecture theatre.
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School Choir
Our School Choir are located in Music Room 2 and 
takes place from 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm. The organisers 
of the School Choir are Miss Connolly and Mr McGinn. 
Anybody who is interested in the choir should join now. 
Remember, you do not have to do solos! The Choir is 
open to all year groups. Any singers out there who fancy 

a challenge?  St Columb’s School Choir are regular 
participants in Derry’s Feis colmcille. The Choir operates 
all year round. Our School Choir performs for all school 
functions, for example, Mass, Concerts, Prize Giving 
and Open Night. The Choir listen and sing to a variety of 
musical styles; pop, rock, jazz, classical and so on. 

The School Choir singing with Mr Mc Ginn in Music Room 2

Chess Club 
Chess Club is situated 
in Science Room 3 and 
organised by Mr Doherty 
(Science Teacher).

It is open to all year groups. 
If you are interested in 
chess, come along and 
join. 2011 - 2012 was a 
very successful year for 
the St Columb’s Chess 
Club. There were many 
achievements at all levels 
in the club. The Junior 
team were crowned U14 
Ulster School Champions at 
Methodist College Belfast with a team including, Jordan Green now 10A, Laithe Yau 9A, Sean Brown 9D, Niall Nash now 
11C, Dylan O Driscoll now 11K, Stephen Bell now 11H, Dion Bradley 9D and Billy Quigley 9K. The team were undefeated 
all year round and finished off the season defeating the top three Northern Ireland chess colleges, Methodist College, 
Downpatrick and Royal Belfast Academical Institution in a round robin competition in February 2012.

Adam Beales

Chess members playing chess with and against each other
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Mark McConnellogue, Head of RE at St 
Columb’s College and Mark H Durkan, MLA 
Northern Ireland Assembly.  Riagan Canning 
from 9K decided to ask them about what 
they were reading.
                                    
Dear Mr McConnellogue and Mr Durkan, 
My name is Riagan Canning and I am in 9k in 
St Columb’s College. As part of our annual 
reading week we are asking some well 
known local people about their reading habits:

• Who is your favourite author? 
• What are you reading at the minute?
• What types of books do you read?

 
Mr M McConnellogue replied:

My favourite author is John McGahern. His 
description in ‘Memoir’ of going over the 
fields of County Leitrim to Moroney’s house 
where he had the free run of the library 
which enabled him to read for pleasure, is 
magnificent. His encounter with old Willie the 
bee-keeper and his brother Andy on that still summer 
morning, is an image that will remain with me for a long 
time. But I have to say that I am also very fond of William 
Trevor, especially ‘The Story of Lucy Gault’.

I’m one of those people who have three or four books 
going at the same time. I wanted to read a Dickens 
novel this year and so I’ve just finished ‘Hard Times’ 
which is his shortest work of fiction. I’m almost finished 
‘The Hare with the Amber Eyes’ by Edmund de Waal. 
I’ve just started ‘Before I go to Sleep’ by S.J. Watson 
and of course I’ve read the first three chapters of Brian 
McGilloway’s ‘The Nameless Dead’, So I have a lot 
of reading to do over the summer, which I am very 
much looking forward to. I’ve also just finished Anton 
Chekhov’s ‘The Lady with the Dog’ which is a brilliant 
short story. 

Anything and everything really. I’m in a bookclub and so 
I am challenged to read books that I would not ordinarily 
dream of reading, this can be a terrific experience. As a 
teacher I am constantly having books recommended to 
me by colleagues, which is excellent. I enjoy books that 
have a particular style. McGahern and Trevor use as few 
words as possible, but still mange to evoke profound 
thoughts and feelings in the reader. This pared style I find 
very appealing indeed. I like those Irish authors who keep 
their feet well and truly planted on the ground and who 
are not afraid to write about their own locality, family and 
experiences in works of fiction.

Mr Mark H Durkan replied:

My favourite author is probably John 
Steinbeck. I love his literary style which 
juxtaposes accurate and detailed descriptive 
commentary with deeply personal stories. 
This is probably best exemplified in ‘The 
Grapes of Wrath’.

I have to confess that I am not currently 
reading anything! I have so much stuff to 
read for work that I rarely get time to read for 
pleasure. The last book I read was John le 
Carre’s ‘Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy’.

I like reading books of all genres such as 
thrillers, factual books on social and political 
history and autobiographies (usually of 
sportsmen). I am looking forward to reading 
Neville Southhall’s autobiography. He was 
the greatest goalkeeper ever!

I hope this is of help to you. Good luck and 
let me know if I can be of help in the future.

Mark

Riagan Canning

Book Marks…
What are these two well-known Marks reading?

Successful Languages 
Quiz for Year 9 pupils
On Tuesday June 19th 2012, Year 9 pupils of St 
Columb’s College had the opportunity to experience 
all four languages we offer here in the school in the 
fun setting of a table quiz organised by Mrs Patrice 
McConnell, Coordinator of Languages.  In three 
sessions in the Assembly Hall, all Year 9 classes 
were broken into twelve teams of six pupils. Each 
group comprised students doing all four languages 
on offer. The quiz format of listening, reading and 
writing activities in all four languages encouraged 
our pupils to work together as a team using their 
problem solving, communication and thinking skills. 
Competition was fierce and the adjudicators, Mr 
Peoples, Mrs McGonigle and Mr O’Donnell had a 
hard job keeping up with the marking. Feedback from 
pupils was very positive indeed with their levels of 
concentration and engagement attesting to an activity 
which we look forward to repeating in the future.

Mr Mark H Durkan MLA

Mr Mark McConnellogue
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The Academic year 2010-11 witnessed the rebirth of this 
prestigious award in St Columb’s after nearly a decade 
long absence. The first steps were tentative, where a 
group of courageous young men set out to achieve their 
Bronze Award. 

The Bronze Award involved each participant completing  
four sections which included Volunteering (six months), 
Physical (three months), Skills (three months), and 
Expedition (Approximately six months training followed 
by two days walking and one night camping for both the 
practice and assessed elements).

After the many successful stories from this first cohort it 
was decided that during the next academic year 2011-
12 we would up the ante and move to the next level 
namely the Silver Award with the newbie adventurers.  

The Silver Award involved each participant completing 
four  sections which included Volunteering (nine 
months), Physical (six months), Skills (six months), and 
expedition (Approximately six months training followed 
by three days walking and two night camping for both 
the practice and assessed elements).

This proved tougher for the boys and was a very steep 
learning curve for some of them. During their Expedition 
the groups independently walked 40km across boggy, 
marshy, heather covered hills/mountains while carrying all 

The Duke Of Edinburgh Award

of their supplies (approximate mass 15kg/2.5 stone). The 
boys also vertically ascended over 1400m over the three 
days which is higher than Ben Nevis (the highest mountain 
in the UK). All this while fuelled by mere Super Noodles!

Below are some of the revelations and quotes from their 
expedition

• During the expedition, no one was coming to 
“save them”. 

• There are large portions of the planet that have 
not got a mobile phone signal.

• Cooking utensils do not magically clean 
themselves after you use them.

• Chlorine tablets used to clean drinking water 
taste like a swimming pool.

• Carrying lots of food makes your bag heavy.
• Walking up a mountain is “hard”.
• The stars are really bright in the mountains.

Below is an extract from a report on one of the 
expeditions. These are usually found on the school 
website soon after a trip and make an interesting read.
 
The new expedition season for the 2011-12 Duke of 
Edinburgh Award got under way on Friday (9th March), 
and saw the Silver Award candidates making their way 
to Gortatole Outdoor Education Centre in Fermanagh, to 
commence their training in preparation for their assessed 
excursion.

St Columb’s students branch out

That was hard I’m not cold
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The journey to Fermanagh was punctuated with some 
very ominous looking rain storms, however, upon arrival, 
the showers soon cleared, to make way for some 
pleasantly clement weather that luckily held for the entire 
weekend. 

Having spent a significant amount of time preparing for 
the expedition already, it didn’t take too long for most 
candidates to put up their group tent, and get cooking 
up some hearty camp tucker. However, Conor and 
Peter were shown up significantly by the swiftness of the 
Thornhill group in pitching their tents, and in the end, it 
was rumoured that they negotiated to have the girls sort 
their tent out for them to ensure that they would have it 
pitched before dark.

It was clear however, that the group had taken their 
training very seriously, and had heeded well the warnings 
from their group instructors to ensure that they came 
adequately equipped. In fact, some candidates took this 
to the extreme. Ruairi insisted, despite his rucksack being 
over the recommended 13kg in weight, it was essential 
to carry “a facial kit”, to ensure that the elements did not 
have a detrimental effect on his complexion.

On the Saturday, the group were briefed by the 
instructors regarding the outcomes of their training, and 
were then subsequently dropped out after an equipment 
check, to begin a 13km hike over the hilly Fermanagh 
hinterlands. 

The group made it into camp shortly before 6pm on the 

Saturday evening, and were in the fortunate position 
of bedding down on land owned by the Fermanagh 
Scouts, which in addition to having a fresh water 
supply also had a fire pit. This meant that the group 
could participate in a camp fire experience after dinner, 
ordinarily not permitted when camping in the wild.

Sunday saw an early rise, followed by a four km walk 
out, during which the group would participate in their 
first self-guided leg of the expedition. This initially 
started well, but went somewhat askew near the end. 
Fortunately, the skilled hand of Jonathan Quigley guided 
the team back on track in time for pick up. 

It was clear that the boys enjoyed the experience of 
putting into practice and fine tuning their newly acquired 
navigation skills. In addition, some boys found it a useful 
exercise in highlighting some areas that they need to 
work on before the assessed expedition, which took 
place on the weekend of the 29th to the 31st of March 
in the Sperrin Mountains.

We hope the new cohort of adventurers this year is as 
brave as our last and our next step is finding a group 
willing to take on the mighty challenge of the Gold Award. 

For more information speak to one of the teachers 
responsible for the Award who are Mr V Doherty, Mr N 
O’Donnell and Mr D Marlow. In addition to this you can log 
on to the school website for regular updates or search for 
Duke of Edinburgh on the site using the Search tool bar. 

Mr Niall O’Donnell

Approaching the summit Stream of consciousness

What sort of foal would go out on a day like that?
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After an unsuccessful 
attempt last 
year we weren’t 
exactly confident. 
Nevertheless, I 
(Declan Frith) and 
my colleague Jason 
Hayes competed 
in the final debate 
for the annual 

‘Debating Matters’ competition, against Leo and Abby 
from Dalriada held in Dalriada School on the 24th of 
September 2012. We debated against the motion that 
‘Factory farming is necessary’. Jason introduced the 
topic to what factory farming is - ‘high intensity farming 
to produce mass amounts of food under intense and 
dire conditions’. Hence, Jason talked about the cruelty 
of animals and lack of basic animal welfare.  I focused on 
the other major issues such as the waste management 
of the factory farm produce with the high supply of 
‘factory farmed goods’ but little demand due to the fickle 
choice of us the consumers. In addition, I explained 
about the various  disastrous environmental issues it 
produces and the health scares and impacts on us - the 
humans who consume this food - (Salmonella, swine flu, 
‘mad cow disease’ to name but a few), proving that it is 
not only unnecessary but also immoral and dangerous.

Dalriada’s argument focused on the economics of the 
factory farmed food against the organic produce with 
the desired organic foods being a ‘luxury’ compared to 
those of factory farm origin, especially in this economic 
climate. They argued that people will buy the more 
affordable factory farmed foods in order to save 
money, despite the various health and environmental 
implications. They argued that it ‘is unrealistic to think of 
this paradise/Garden of Eden in order to feed the ever-
growing and demanding population’ with the population 
reaching seven billion people in 2011. Hence, without 
factory farmed food, how are we to feed the hungry 
population, especially those of the West? Simply put, 
we argued back that it is necessary for us to change 
our lifestyles and adopt the changes in our food intake 
the way the Chinese and Japanese do whilst we still 
have the option to, rather than being forced to in the 
foreseeable future. We don’t need to eat meat every 
night of the week to survive. Therefore, we need to be 
more sustainable for the future and change what we 
consume; otherwise we have to face the irreversible 
consequences of pollution, the widespread impact of 
contagious and deadly diseases and also continued 
global warming.

Dalriada put up a great fight and both of us felt physically 
drained after the debate as it was quite heated to say 
the least. However, we were victorious and hence are 
currently preparing for the UK semi-finals which will be 
held on the 15th of March 2013 at Edinburgh University. 

Debating matters!

We will be debating in favour of the motion that ‘We 
need to build on the greenbelt’ which we feel is a 
great motion for us, as we are both A-level Geography 
students and learned a lot about this topic in AS 
Geography last year and I intend to study Geography at 
University next year.

We would thus recommend debating to all students, 
as it broadens your knowledge on key topics and 
central issues in the current local and even global 
media. Furthermore, it gives you the opportunity to 
compete with other schools and as a result meet other 
students. And, best of all, if successful you get travel to 
competitions as a team!

Jason and I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all of the St Columb’s Debating Team who were present 
for the debate. They asked Dalriada a lot of highly 
detailed, challenging and demanding questions to help 
us pip them at the post, with a special thanks to Daniel 
Callaghan and Diarmaid Dixon who underwent a practice 
debate with us the week before, which prepared us 
well for the actual debate. Moreover, we would like to 
highlight the excellent help from both Ms B McTaggart 
and Mr L Mosby for their knowledge of the topic and 
their help and advice on what should be the crux of 
our argument - we couldn’t have won without you. Of 
course we cannot forget Mrs J Smyth for allowing us to 
compete and for all of the brilliant additional information 
and guidance on how to win. However, she was quite 
shocked that we had won on the night!

Finally, we would like to thank the judges who were 
present and Dalriada School for hosting an excellent 
competition and for allowing us to have a tremendous 
and intense debate.

1. What skills can someone develop from taking 
part in debating?

Attending regular debates may help to keep you 
informed about current affairs and force you to open 
your mind to see sides of an argument that you had 
not previously considered.  From a pupil perspective 
an important skill that it develops is the ability to speak 
publicly and think on your feet.  Good listening skills are 
essential, as you must respond to the opposing team’s 
arguments.  Pupils who have been involved in Debating 
from a young age tend to be more confident speakers 
than those who have not.

2. Has the school had much success in recent years?
It’s fair to say that St Columb’s has had lots of success 
through the years. This year, the senior debaters won 
the first round debate of the Institute of Ideas/Debating 
Matters competition. At the time of print, we will be 
going to either Glasgow or Edinburgh for the Scottish/N. 
Irish final of the competition. 

Declan Frith reflects 
on an invaluable 
opportunity in 
Public Speaking and 
quizzes Mrs J Smyth 
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In 2012, Aodhan Foster of Year 10 (Year 11 at time of 
print) won Chamber of Commerce ‘Voice of the Future’.
In interschool competitions, St Columb’s has had 
varying amounts of success. There have been years that 
St Columb’s pupils have walked away with 1st, 2nd and 
3rd place, and others that we’ve left empty-handed. It 
can be a bit hit-and-miss. 

3. What forthcoming debates, both inside and   
 outside school, might students be interested in? 
 Are there any public speaking competitions?
There are annual Public speaking events that St 
Columb’s usually will enter, for example the Chamber of 
Commerce, Road Safety and Home Safety competitions 
but from time to time we are notified of other events 
also.  It is important to keep your eye on the debating 
notice board.

4. How have the various debating competitions   
 gone down in the school?
The KS3 Debating Tournament is always popular, and 
creates a buzz in the year group among classes. The 

driving force is of course the class trip to the cinema, 
but it’s good for me to know that the younger pupils are 
learning so much outside of the classroom. 

5. How can those students who were not previously  
 invovled in debating in the school, become   
 involved?
Simply come along on your own or with a friend.  
Nobody has to write a speech or prepare a topic 
although we find that the boys who are seriously 
interested normally do have some knowledge about the 
topics but this tends to be from general knowledge.

6. Where do you hope to take debating in 
 St Columb’s in the near future?
I’d like to see more pupils coming along to the various 
debates, and more interaction between the debating 
society and its members. The debating should be from 
the pupils, and for the pupils. Anybody can feel free to 
suggest a topic, and I’d like to see the debates reflecting 
relevant issues in society.

Declan Frith

St Columb’s pupils visit IT Sligo

Niall O’Kane, Stephen Blee, Connell O’Brien, Jackson Turner, Tony Broadbent, Aaron Conway and Conor Magee
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On the 1st of February 2013, five A-level English 
Literature students, myself, Christopher Dillon, Patrick 
Mulholland, Nathan Adam and John Heaney went to a 
creative writing workshop in Strathfoyle to work on our 
creative writing stories, which we wrote as part of the 
Derry/Londonderry City of Culture celebrations. After Mr 
B McGilloway, (Head of English at St Columb’s) gave us 
the most challenging task of writing an engaging story 
but with a word limit of only 100 words, he subsequently 
choose all five of us to represent St Columb’s College for 
the City of Culture Creative Writing Anthology, which will 
be published in June 2013. 65 students from across the 
city (five from each of the 13 post primary schools) were 
chosen by the Heads of English within their individual 
schools to write a short story for the anthology (1000-
2000 words) to represent and herald the best young 
writers of our generation within our city. The theme for 
our stories was to write a short story based on ‘a song, 
piece of music or a lyric that inspires you’.  Hence, after 
we had flourished our pens and blotted the ink we held 
our first drafts in anticipation and excitement to how we 
could or would improve them. At the workshop we all 
met for the first time and were subsequently split up into 
five separate groups of 13 with one student from each 
secondary school per group. Each group got to work 
with one established author rom Derry. The five authors 
we worked with were: Dave Duggan, Freya McClements, 
Marilyn McLaughlin, Claire Allan and Felicity McCall.

I had the pleasure to work with the exceedingly witty 
and utterly brilliant Dave Duggan who is a playwright 
and an author, and whose plays have been performed in 
London, Broadway and even Afghanistan! We discussed 
the basic arch of the story and as he put it ‘We’re 
having a meeting with our work’ looking at the simplest 
elements of our stories such as Who? What? Where? 
When? Why? How? We also studied the most important 
elements of a story such as the plot, engagement of the 
story for potential readers, the importance of verbs, tone 
and character dialogue. We read extracts from works 

Creative Writing

of Charles Dickens and Jane Austen to see just how 
this is done. We looked at how in ‘Hard Times’ Charles 
Dickens conveys the emotions of his characters through 
action. Looking at ‘Pride and Prejudice’, we saw how 
Jane Austen uses ‘set up sentences’ such as ‘I will say 
nothing about it’ uttered by Elizabeth Bennett in which 
it is inevitable that what she is talking about, will in fact 
happen and how this would be clever to use in our 
short stories as it adds a layer of irony on the authors 
part and thus delivers both comedy and expectation for 
the reader!  Mr Duggan taught us the famous saying in 
theatre, ‘If there is a gun on the set at the start of Act 
1, you’d better make sure’ - as the playwright - ‘that 
it’s shot by Act 3’ for the benefit of the audience. In 
addition, we read an extract from ‘The Hot Kid’ by 
Elmore Leonard displaying how he builds up the tension 
through acute description of a short scene by secreting 
tonnes of action with punchy yet tense beats which are 
very effective and thrilling.

Mr Duggan taught us how at times when we re-read 
our work, we always feel that we can improve it in some 
way, as writing ‘is a work of complete art’. And art can 
always be improved. However, we must know when 
to stop. Otherwise we over write and become artificial. 
People when they read a piece of work often criticise it 
and say it should have been written in a different sort of 
way, (that they see fit) because we all write differently. 
Nevertheless, when we finish writing a story then we, 
at that time, must have felt that it is complete and we 
physically couldn’t have edited it anymore without ‘losing 
our own sanity’. Mr Duggan told us of how Ernest 
Hemmingway re-wrote the ending of his story 39 times! 
Yet when he re-read it a few years after in an interview 
he himself criticized it! Thus, we should always write ‘in 
that moment’ and only edit. We should not completely 
eradicate large chunks of our work or make them too 
synthetic, or else it will seem unnatural for the reader 
when reading it.

Patrick Mulholland in contemplative mood Nathan Adam sharing ideas
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We concluded after lunch by asking ourselves, ‘What is 
the problem with our drafts? Are they too descriptive? 
Is the plot enticing enough? Is the action and dialogue 
adequate for the character and situation we are 
conveying?’ Mr Duggan repeatedly told us of what he 
does and believes, ‘Get it writ and then get it right’. 
Thus, with our first drafts we were undergoing the 
second rule of that clever mantra throughout the day.

The day was a great success and I definitely feel that 
as an aspiring author and lover of creative writing 
and reading that gaining encouragement and pivotal 
advice from such gifted and esteemed authors was a 
tremendous experience and was really appreciated. 
We have now finished our final drafts of our creative 
stories and anticipate the publication of the anthology. 
However, as an extra reward we had the pleasure of 

meeting Derek Landy, the renowned, gifted and much 
loved children’s author of the seven book award winning 
series ‘Skulduggery Pleasant’ and winner of  the much 
coveted ‘Red House Children’s Book Award’. I am a 
massive fan of Derek Landy and I enjoyed asking him 
questions about the series and writing in general.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of 
all of us, to thank all five of the authors that worked with 
us at the workshop that day providing us with invaluable 
knowledge and experience and especially thank Mr B 
McGilloway for allowing us to take part in such a brilliant 
project and in addition, for taking the great amount of 
time out of his own busy writing schedule to organise 
the event and anthology itself, helping all of us edit our 
work for publication.

Declan Frith

On Friday 22nd February 2013, Darren Nixon and Ted 
Jensen from Eye for Education, based in Donaghadee 
Co. Down visited the school to deliver their Modern 
Languages Programme to a range of Year 10 students.  
Both excellent and engaging speakers, the pupils 
enjoyed the various activities which gave them an insight 
into the benefits of a modern foreign language in the 
world of work. Some of these activities included:

• Highlighting businesses that employ multi-lingual 
speakers. 

• Demonstrating the benefits of having a modern 

Eye for Education - Modern Languages Programme

language as a second language.
• Investigating possible job opportunities and 

salaries with having a second language.
• Using Quizdom to identify individual learning 

styles and skills.

We look forward to welcoming Darren and Ted back to 
St Columb’s in the future.

More information can be found at
http://www.eye4education.co.uk/ 

Mrs Sarah Caughey

Ted, Darren and Mrs Sarah Caughey with pupils
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University of Ulster Magee Campus
Monday February 11th 2013

A group of fifteen Year 13 linguists from St Columb’s 
spent a most informative day on the Magee College 
Campus finding out about the breadth of job opportunity 
languages can open up. The list of exhibitors was very 
impressive indeed: Seagate, Americamp, the Youth 
Employment Scheme, Foyle Language Centre, Eures 
Cross Border Partnership, Erasmus, Study in the USA, 
Invasion Jobs Thailand, US-NI Mentorship Programme, 
Delegate International Recruitment, 
and the European Voluntary Service to 
name but a few. There was even a stall 
offering careers in the New Zealand 
dairy industry!

After visiting stalls and chatting 
to potential employers, our pupils 
attended a lecture on what employability 
and career skills languages bring. They 
were told that studying languages
breaks down our often provincial 

European Jobs Day  

outlook and produces young people with cross-cultural 
awareness. No longer are languages the career domain 
of the teacher/translator. They were given up to date 
examples of language graduates working in software, 
marketing, human resources and management 
consultancy, where transferable language skills are much 
sought after by employers. 

The value of spending a year abroad as part of a 
language degree was then discussed. Not only were the 
students present brought through the ways to organise 

such a year (including Erasmus 
European funding), but they were time 
and again reminded that a year abroad 
jumps out of a CV and will impress 
potential employers. 

At the end, the Irish language was 
discussed, with an ever-increasing 
list of potential jobs on offer to those 
pursuing Irish to degree level, including 
the European Commission and lots of 
media outlets. 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Tom Hickey and Ronan Campbell at Eures Stand Michael Gorman, Lee McGuinness and Mark Lafferty
at Foyle Language School Stand

Seamus O Sandair, Matthew McCallion 
and Caolan Lamberton David Curran and Odhran English

Seagate 
presentation
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A mini renaissance is currently taking 
place in St Columb’s College with 
the resurrection recently of Linguae 
Latinae. A small group of pupils 
meet every Wednesday after school 
to study the Latin language for one 
hour. Under the guidance of Mr 
Mark McConnellogue the boys are 
completing the OCR Entry Level 
Certificate in Latin and two pupils 
have already achieved the highest 
grade possible. Pupils have shown 
both a keen interest and excellent 
aptitude for the language which, 
ironically enough, is being delivered 
using the latest developments in ICT. 
More and more pupils are expressing 
an interest in the language and hope 
to begin studying it next year.

Mr Mark McConnellogue

Quid fit?  What’s up?

Gathered around the statue of St Columba, himself a Latin scholar, are 
Oisin Herron, Peter Madden, Garry Mallett, Ciaran Ball, Mr Mark McConnellogue, 

Ryan Kelly, Michael Hegarty, Dean Harkin and Kane McLaughlin

I (Declan Frith) and Daniel Callaghan, two aspiring 
Geographers, currently studying Geography at A-level, 
took part in the prestigious ‘Leading and Learning 
Summer School’ in July 2012, held in North Yorkshire. 
The scheme is funded by the Royal. Geographical Society 
(R.G.S) who pride themselves each year on allowing 
16 eager and diligent A-level Geography students from 
around the UK to partake on a four or five day all inclusive 
trip to experience Geography in the real world.

We were told by Miss Honor Sisk about the scheme 
and underwent the simple yet detailed application form 
and were very lucky for us both to be successful in our 
application.

Every year the summer school takes place in a 
different part of the UK and in 2012 we had the 
brilliant opportunity to visit the stunning landscape and 
countryside of Yorkshire. 

Throughout the trip we stayed in the Cranedale Centre 
in Malton, North Yorkshire. The centre was very 
comfortable.  We were split into groups of three and each 
group had their own dormitory with excellent access to 
showers and amenities. However, we both agree that the 
best part of the centre was undoubtedly the food. The 
‘Full English’ in the morning really got us ready for the 
day of hard work ahead, whilst the packed lunches were 
great to refuel our energy whilst we were actually out on 
the field, recording our data. In addition, the three course 

meals at the end of the day were absolutely delicious and 
just what we needed after a hard day of strenuous yet 
enjoyable work. Furthermore, the centre also boasted 
two tennis courts, ping pong tables and a mini-library in 
the common room/student lounge which proved a great 
way to socialise with the rest of group. 

However, we somehow managed to survive five days 
without internet connection! Looking back it is quite 
funny to think how we would all eagerly checked our 
Facebook, Email and Twitter accounts in anticipation to 
see if the world had changed that much, breathing sighs 
of relief when we realised that it hadn’t.

Day One:  On the first day we went along the 
Yorkshire countryside, trekking up hills and mountains 
whilst taking in the stunning views of the surrounding 
environment, studying the area for signs of glaciation. 
Glaciation was the only part of the trip that I and Daniel 
didn’t have any background knowledge about as it isn’t 
on the CCEA A-level specification hence we were very 
eager to learn more about this different yet interesting topic 
within the world of Geography. We learnt that a glacier is 
a moving ice mass that results from more snow falling in 
water than that which melts in summer. In mountainous 
regions (such as Malton) glaciers would have formed 
millions of years ago when the new snow built up, and 
pressed down whilst compressing onto the older snow 
and squeezing out air. Millions of years later the resulting 
mountainous terrain was truly a sight to behold.

Geography Summer School in Yorkshire
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Later that evening, back at the centre, we underwent 
a variety of fun yet complicated activities, one of which 
was a team based rope walking exercise to try and get 
to know each other better. We were split into groups, 
in which each group had to try and get across a 20 
meter rope wire that was strung at haphazard angles 
between different trees. If one fell off the wire then the 
whole group would have to start again. The group that 
successfully managed to get across, (using their initiative 
in certain techniques such as linking arms/holding onto 
each other’s shoulders in a conga formation and so on) 
in the fastest time were the winners! Such group/paired 
based activities throughout the trip greatly enhanced 
both our social skills and leadership qualities with regard 
to tricky and problematic situations, ultimately proving the 
emphasis of working together as a team to gain a result.

Day Two:  During the second day, we travelled to the 
North York Moors National Park, where we conducted 
an investigation into Soil Profiles and the surrounding 
Ecosystem. The National Park was stunning with more 
incomparable serenity and beauty than we had ever 
witnessed before. It was particularly interesting for us to 
conduct such an investigation, as it involved knowledge 
we had learned for the Physical Geography Examination 
a few months earlier. The fieldwork investigation’s aim 
was to determine whether or not soil acidity increased 
as we moved further down the hill. This included using 
various instruments including a clinometer to measure 
the slope of the hill, a soil auger to extract the soil from 
the ground and a sophisticated apparatus to measure 
the pH of the soil. We were lucky enough to the 
amazement of the Geography University students that 
were with us and members of the Crenadale centre and 
RGS that we managed to find a small amount of clag, 
which is a rare soil material only found deep within the 
horizons (soil layers). All in all, it was fascinating to see 
the theory we had learned in the Ecosystems section 
of the course come to life as we applied our knowledge 
of the topic to a real life situation, showing us that 
Geography is certainly applicable in the real world!  

Day Three:  I thought that the third day of the trip 
was the best! Not only due to it being a scorching 26C, 
but because we went to the famous Flamborough Head, 
the chalk headland with sheer white cliffs. The cliff top 
has two light house towers dating back to 1669 and 
1806 and the cliffs themselves provide nesting sites for 
many thousands of birds such as Northern Gannets 
(which we spotted via some bird watching during lunch). 
Flamborough Head is best known for its impressive 
geology. The coastline is an SSSI (Site of Specific 
Scientific Interest) due to the presence of the chalk/strata 
believing to have been formed during the Cretaceous 
period around 70-100 million years ago! In addition, we 
went to Flamborough beach seeing many landforms up 
close. To see features and processes that we learn about 
in a two dimensional, textbook format (e.g. abrasion, 
attrition, hydraulic action, sediment distribution, arch and 
stack formation) actually occuring in front of us, was truly 
incredible! Being a part of various group work activities 

on the beach not only allowed us to mingle with other 
enthusiastic geographers and increase our leadership 
skills but also helped our geographical skills in creating 
and reading OS maps, identifying and studying rock types 
and using high tech geographical equipment to gain raw/
primary accurate data to reject/accept our hypotheses. 

That evening we played ping pong and had a variety 
of group based quizzes including Geography based 
questions from what we learnt so far on the trip and 
general knowledge based questions to see who were the 
true eggheads and masterminds amongst the group. Once 
again teamwork was to the fore in achieving success.  

Day Four:  On day four, we journeyed to 
Scarborough to carry out some fieldwork relating to the 
Human Aspect of the Geography course. We were all 
divided into groups of four, and had to come up with 
our own hypotheses and carry them out in the streets 
of Scarborough. Daniel’s hypothesis was that as the 
amount of footfall (people passing a certain point in a 
certain time) increased, the pollution in the area also 
increased. We investigated this by looking at a map 
of the area and choosing five sites to survey, ensuring 
that a range of sites were chosen. We then went and 
measured the footfall and the pollution. To measure the 
pollution, we had to look for specific types of moss in 
the nearby area and the colour of the moss would tell 
us how polluted the area is, noting our results on our 
clipboard. We also asked local people about pollution of 
the area, and used this in our conclusions, proving that 
there is often a great synoptic element between the two 
forms of Geography - physical and human.

My hypothesis however, was to prove that as tourism 
increases within Scarborough, there is a subsequent 
beneficial impact upon the retail industry for both MNC 
(Multi National Co-operations) and local owned business, 
yet a detrimental impact upon amount of litter, crime and 
vandalism in the area, which could result in prevention of 
external investment to improve the town. We went and 
asked the managers of many national and local owned 
stores about the changes in retail during the year to see 
if the retail income was only seasonal. We found out 
that it was for holiday/souvenir based shops within the 
area compared to the chain stores found throughout the 
UK. We asked members of the local council about the 

Declan Frith takes aim
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seasonal change of litter and the results were conclusive 
that the amount of litter and vandalism greatly increases 
in the summer months when there are more tourists; 
however the council have many new strategies to be put 
in place and ones that are currently being implemented 
before 2015 to curb this trend.

Afterwards, we got to go shopping for a couple of hours 
and then we went and played some seaside games 
including football and rounders, which was one of 
the highlights of the trip as again it was a great team-
building activity.  Finally, we were treated to fish and 
chips at the seaside, which topped off a fantastic day. 

The RGS summer school was fantastic and we are 
delighted that we were given the opportunity to take 
part. We have formed friendships in another country 
which we will still maintain to this day and we have also 
gained top class experience in Geographical fieldwork 

Daniel and Declan with the rest of the group
Daniel Callaghan putting his 

Geographical skills into action

which will undoubtedly help us in our future careers as, 
unsurprisingly, we have both applied to study Geography 
at University as a result of this eye-opening experience!

We would like to take this opportunity to express our 
gratitude to Miss Honor Sisk in recommending the scheme 
for us and guiding us during the application process.
 
Finally, we highly recommend you apply. You have 
nothing to lose and you won’t regret it! (It also looks very 
good on for your UCAS application). If you are in Year 
13 and would like to apply to take part, see Miss Sisk in 
Room 32. Also, if you are currently studying Geography 
at GCSE level and this summer school sounds good to 
you, be sure to keep on studying Geography to A-level 
so you can have the same opportunity as we did. We 
wish you all the best in your application and future career 
prospects within the world Geography.

Declan Frith and Daniel Callaghan

On May 1st 2012 eigth Year 10 Geography students 
went to Seagate for an ‘Environmental Awareness Day’. 
We participated in a range of workshops with pupils 
from St Celia’s and Lisneal Colleges. The workshops 
focused on how to protect the environment, reduce our 
carbon footprint and how to save money. We learned 
how few resources can go such a long way if people 
make small changes to their lives. We also learned 
about Seagate and how careful workers had to be 
handling the materials they use. We were given a tour 
around Seagate and the clean rooms. One clean room 
in Seagate is one hundred times cleaner than a hospital 
operating room. We were told the four R’s in Seagate 
(Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and Repair.) The afternoon 
was very enjoyable. It also may have given some of us a 
career choice in life.     

Dylan Ó Driscoll 

Seagate

Getting to grips with Hi Tech

Shaun McLaughlin stated that;
‘The trip was very good. I think the best station was 
the dress up station because you got to do something 
active. I found it had useful information both for 
Geography and Technology.  I learned a lot about 
waste and the care for the environment as well as 
about the machines used in Seagate.’
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9G and their History teacher Mrs McLaughlin are 
undertaking an exciting project in St Columb’s during 
Derry’s Year as the City of Culture. They will be 
investigating how St Columb’s has contributed to 
developing Derry as a city of culture, from researching 
how pupils have contributed to life in Derry from sport 
to poetry, music and political culture. At the end of this 
school year 9G will be hosting a day of St Columb’s 
Culture, where friends and families can come to view 
the work they have done. This will include facts they 
have uncovered, how they have become creative in 
interviewing famous Alumni and will bring back to life 
some prominent figures from our schools past. We are 
in the process of researching archives, interviewing past 
pupils and investigating the historical life of the school 
with a view to creating a short documentary film.  Mrs 
Harriet Purkis and Mr John O’Boyle, students from the 
University of Ulster, are both working with us through the 
‘Tutoring in Schools’ Programme and are ably assisting 
9G.

‘Cultured Class’

Some of our 9G boys who are involved in the project 
have said:

‘I really enjoyed looking at the photographs in the Archives’
(Jack Ward)

‘I really enjoyed finding out about the differences in 
timetables and subjects and just how the school day 
was so different for the past pupils’

(Killian O’Neill)

‘Mr Donaghey’s interview was really interesting, I loved 
hearing about how the Troubles affected life in St 
Columb’s.’

(Robert Kelly)

Mrs Caroline McLaughlin

9G are making their mark on the City of Culture!

CASHBACK
IT REALLY 

PAYS TO BUY
A HONDA

With an unrivalled reputation for quality, 
innovation and reliability, a Honda has 
always been the lawnmower of choice.

Now with up to £100 cashback, we’ve 
made your choice easier than ever.  
Get a great deal more this spring, 
only from Honda.

D A Forgie
16 Seacoast Road, Limavady BT49 9DW

Tel. (028) 777 22375
Web. www.forgie.com

Mrs Purkis works with Ethan Mallet, 
Jack Harkin and Ken Turner

Mrs McLaughlin in consultation with Troy McCauley, 
Conor O’Donnell and Killian O’Neill
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Seachtain na Gaeilge is a non-profit organisation which 
promotes the Irish language during a two week festival 
held at the beginning of March every year, just before St 
Patrick’s Day. The festival was established by Conradh 
na Gaeilge in 1903, and is now sponsored by Foras na 
Gaeilge. Over 150,000 people of all levels of fluency 
in Irish take part, including thousands of children from 
schools and youth clubs in Ireland.

Here in St Columb’s this week was celebrated in a 
variety of events. The week began with all of KS3 taking 
part in a Lá Mór Spóirt. Each class visited the halla 
tionóil and competed in a variety of sport all through 
the medium of Irish. There were many winners in each 
class for these games which ranged from pool to penalty 
shoot outs. 

Later in the week the year 8 classes visited St Mary’s 
College to compete in a Tráth na gCeist. This annual 
table quiz is now in its third year and provides an 
excellent opportunity to pupils to practice their Irish with 
students from another school and to have a giota beag 
craic at the same time.

All year 10 pupils were entered for the Fáinne award, a 
nationally recognized symbol of having a basic standard 
of Irish but much more importantly a willingness to 
speak the language. An overwhelming majority of 95% 
were successful in their efforts. Two year 10 pupils from 
an Irish medium background were also successful in 
attaining the Fáinne Óir in recognition of their high level 
of fluency.

The highlight of the week was undoubtedly The Gael 
Factor where pupils from KS3 were challenged to show 

Croí na Teanga - It’s You!

off their skills and talents to a packed Lecture Theatre. 
There were four different categories in this talent 
contest: Traditional Music, Irish Dance, Celtic Rock and 
Language. The standard proved to be very high leaving 
the judges, our own Gearalt Ó Mianáin and Séamus 
Mac Floinn, University of Ulster Irish Department, with 
an unenviable task. A very enjoyable afternoon was had 
by all.

Other events included the annual celebration of Mass 
as Gaeilge, a poster competition and a word hunt, in 
conjunction with the library.

This was by far the most successful Seachtain na 
Gaeilge to date and we are all looking forward to next 
year’s offerings!

Lá na Gaeilge
Wednesday 14th March was a very busy day for the Irish 
Department. In order to mark Seachtain na Gaeilge 2013 
various activities were organised during the week with 
the highlights taking place on Wednesday. 

The morning started with a Tráth na gCeist (table quiz) 
for Year 8 students who were joined by pupils from 
St Mary’s Colleges (Derry and Limavady). The pupils 
were quizzed on the general knowledge through five 
rounds of questions on topics ranging from geography 
to sport and from music to famous people. There was 
an atmosphere of fun and friendly competition in the 
assembly hall while the pupils worked together to win 
the prizes of Foyleside gift vouchers. 

Year 10 pupils who were successful in passing the speaking tests for the Fáinne Airgid
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Na Gaca Wacas - pupils from 9F competing in the 
Gael Factor with the poem A hAon, A Dó

Pupils from 9H having a Giota Beag Craic and playing 
púl during the Lá Mór Spóirt

On Friday 16th November 2012, the Peace 
& Reconciliation Group hosted a day in 
Da Vinci’s Hotel for all the schools in our 
area to talk to local politicians. There were 
two parts to the day; the first was a panel 
debate, hosted by Mr Eamonn Mallie, in 
which each school asked one question 
and the second was a’ round table’ style 
questioning of politicians. 

Local politicians attending the debate 
included: Mr Colm Bryce of the People Before Profit 
Alliance, Mr Mark Durkan (MP) of the SDLP, Mr Trevor 
Lunn (MLA) of the Alliance Party, Mr Basil McCrea (MLA) 
of the UUP and Councillor Barney O’Hagan of Sinn Féin. 
Councillor Gary Middleton of the DUP was also invited but 
unfortunately couldn’t attend. These politicians discussed 
topics such as: the wearing of poppies, lowering the 
voting age to 16, whether or not 108 MLAs is too many, 
the opening of the Marie Stopes Clinic in Belfast, the 
success of the Peace Bridge in Derry and sectarianism in 
schools. I found Mr Colm Bryce to be the most impressive 
and found myself agreeing with him most of the time.

In the afternoon, members of all the parties from the 

Peace & Reconciliation Group: Let’s Talk Politics

morning session attended, along with a 
member of the Green Party, the PUP and 
an Independent Unionist. We were placed 
at tables with members of other schools 
and had seven minutes to question each 
politician and a seven minute break 
between each questioning in order to 
review the answers we received and to 
discuss our own views on these topics. 
Overall, this seemed to be the most 
popular part of the day, as we really got 

to talk to the politicians on a personal level and have 
all of our own questions answered. Once again, my 
favourite politician here was Mr Colm Bryce. However, 
I also found that Mr Nigel Gardiner of the PUP and Mr 
David McClarty, of the Independent Unionists, were very 
impressive and not what I expected at all. 

At the end of the day, there was a mock election using 
the first past the post system, I voted for Mr Colm 
Bryce. In the end, the People Before Profit Alliance 
represented by Mr Colm Bryce won the vote, with Sinn 
Féin coming second and the Green Party and SDLP 
tying for third place.

Gavin Duffy

Later in the afternoon 15 acts from KS3 Irish classes 
competed in the second annual Irish Department 
talent contest, “The Gael Factor”. These acts included 
comedy, music and poetry displays. The judges, Mr L 
Burns and Gearalt Ó Mianáin were highly impressed 
by the standard and variety of talent on display. The 

show was once again presented by Caolan Flanagan 
and Darragh McFarland, Year 11, who were excellent 
in their roles. Those involved are to be commended in 
their efforts as all of those in attendance, both staff and 
pupils, had a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon.

Mrs Patrice McConnell
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Many congratulations to all of the pupils who recently 
travelled to Edinburgh to take part in the Northern 
Ireland/Scotland Final of the Institute of Ideas Debating 
Matters competition.  Although the St Columb’s team 
did not win the overall competition, our pupils did 
themselves and the school proud.

In the first debate Jason Hayes and Declan Frith 
debated for the motion “We need to build on the 
green belt”.  Caolan Duffy and Patrick  Mulholland 
debated against “Neuroscience should transform our 
understanding of criminal responsibility”.  Although John  

Public Speaking Success for St Columb’s:
Institute of Ideas Debating Matters Competition -
Edinburgh, March 2013

Smith and Gavin Duffy did not manage to speak in the 
day’s Grand Final about “Clinical trials in developing are 
exploitative”, they were able to put some challenging 
questions to the teams that did.

The adjudicators commented that St Columb’s had very 
narrowly missed a place in the final - the standard was 
extremely high.

Caolan Duffy was awarded a highly commended, only 
three were given out for the whole day’s debating and 
Patrick Mulholland was awarded the prize for 2nd Best 

Speaker of the day.

“Voice of the Future.”

Well done also to Michael Hegarty of 
11B who won the Junior Chamber 
of Commerce’s “Voice of the Future 
Competition” on Tuesday March 19th 
2013. The judges commented that 
the standard this year was higher 
than ever so Michael did very well 
to secure 1st place in the Junior 
section earning himself a trophy and 
a cheque for £75.

Mrs Jacqueline Smyth

All the participants in Edinburgh

Mrs Jacqueline Smyth with Declan Frith, Patrick Mulholland, Jason Hayes, 
John Smith, Caolan Duffy and Gavin Duffy

Michael Hegarty
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Congratulations to all of the pupils who took part in our 
annual Public Speaking competition held on the evening 
of Thursday 2nd May. The adjudication panels were very 
impressed by the content and delivery of speeches and 
had to extend the number of highly commended prizes 
awarded on the night, such was the standard. 
  
Having awarded the prizes in each category the five 
First prize-winners competed again for the overall Best 
Speaker Award. This prestigious prize was awarded 
to Andrew Ross of 10C for his thoughts on “It’s good 
to dream”.  Andrew went home £100 richer and was 
presented with his trophy at this year’s Prize-giving 
ceremony.
     
Year 8 1 Adam Beales 8B
 2 = Darren Smyth 8G
 2 = Lewis Kerr 8G

Highly Commended: Ruaidhri McWilliams 8B, 
  Aaron Carlin 8G

Year 9 1 David O’Connor 9H
 2 Daniel Deery 9H
 3 Morgan Cunningham 9G

Highly Commended: Mark Kelly 9G

Intermediate -
Years 10/11 1 Andrew Ross 10C
 2 = Peter Madden 10G
 2 = Gary Mallett 11H

Parents’ Association
Public Speaking Competition May 2012

Highly Commended: Thomas Chambers 11D, 
  Aodhan Foster 10B, 
  Corrie Divin 11K, 
  Caolan Flanagan, 
  Michael Hegaraty 10E, 
  Ryan Kelly 11E,
  Kane McLaughlin 11H

Senior - 
Years 12/13/14 1 = Caolan Duffy 12B
 1 = Fergal McCormack 14H

Mrs Smyth would like to extend her sincere appreciation 
to all of the pupils, their parents and members of staff 
who supported this event.  A particular word of thanks 
to the Parents’ Association for their generous support of 
Public Speaking at St Columb’s.

Mrs Jacqueline Smyth
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A number of hardworking and diligent students from 
St Columb’s college including the whole Peer Mentor 
team, were nominated and subsequently shortlisted this 
year for the annual ‘Derry Credit Union Limited Young 
Legends’ awards, held in the City hotel on Monday the 
25th of March 2013. Two Year 13 students, Michael 
O’Connell and Padraig Delargy were shortlisted for the 
‘Carer Award’ and the ‘Community Service’ awards 
respectively, whilst I (Declan Frith) and our Peer Mentor 
team in St Columbs where both shortlisted amongst the 
strong field of nominated candidates for the ‘Leadership’ 
award. After a brilliant singing performance by Dan 
Coyle, all of the nervous nominees were addressed 
by the Chairman of the Derry Credit Union Youth 
Committee - Tiarnan Heaney and the president of Derry 
Credit Union Limited herself - Philomena Deery, both of 
whom congratulated all of us for our nominations and 
success thus far and wished us the very best of luck 
regarding the awards.

We enjoyed outstanding performances from Niamh 
McCay (who played the narrator in our school 
production of ‘Joseph and his Technicolor Dreamcoat’) 
and the Evans School of Dance.  Afterwards we were 
finally ready for the presentation of the prestigious and 
much coveted awards, which caused a number of 
sweaty palms, twitching legs and shaking hands. 
It was an exceedingly successful night for St Columb’s 
college as not only did Michael O’Connell gain the 
runners up prize for his hard earned ‘Carer award’ 
category for the amount of dedicated and devoted 
work he undertakes but Padraig Delargy won his 
category gaining the ‘Community Service’ award for his 
great efforts regarding the sheer variety of exceptional 
Community service both in our school and our city. In 
addition, it was a clean sweep for St Columb’s College 
regarding the ‘Leadership’ award as it was a joint win 
for our Peer Mentors (represented by the Peer Mentors 

Credit Union ‘Young Legends’ Awards 2013

Daniel Callaghan, Nathan Adam, James McCracken 
and myself). Thus, not only did St Columb’s win the 
‘Leadership’ award for a group but I won the individual 
‘Leadership’ award for the variety of extracurricular 
activities I have undertaken both in and outside of 
school.

I am a Peer Mentor in St Columb’s and I truly feel that 
we thoroughly deserved the award this year for our 
keen and dutiful efforts as Peer mentors but also it was 
brilliant to see the great efforts of both Mrs ML O’Kane 
and Mrs AL Kirby who are in charge of Peer Mentoring 
within St Columb’s finally being publicly acknowledged.
I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank 
Mrs AL Kirby, Mrs U Grimly, and Mrs AM Pena for 
nominating us, but especially Mrs ML O’Kane for not 
only nominating me for the individual ‘Leadership’ award 
but on behalf of all of the Peer Mentors of the college 
thank you for allowing us to become Peer Mentors, and 
thanks for all of your help throughout the year and finally 
for again nominating all of us for this award. I know it 
sounds cheesy but as the certificates and trophies state 
it is clear that ‘we are all young legends’.

Declan Frith 

Left to right Peer Mentor Team Photo: Aaron Cregan, James McCracken, Kevin 
Harkin, Daniel Callaghan, Jake Anderson, Declan Frith, Nathan Adam, Gavin Butler, 
Sean McKinney, Orann Coyle, Adam Lawrence, Dermot Curran, Cormac O’Donnell, 

Jason Kelly, Gareth McLain, Richard Wright.

Padraig Delargy and Michael O’Connell

Declan Frith
with his award
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Our pupils get the 
opportunity to experience 
life in our local community. 
Here, Nathan Adam 
celebrates Jackie O’Kane, 
Derry’s first Olympian.

Thursday afternoons in school 
during Year 13 meant one thing to 
me - Culmore Manor where you learn 
something new every visit. Here’s a 
remarkable story about one of the 
residents. 

Jackie O’Kane is a man who made 
history.  Mr O’Kane was the city’s first
ever Olympian, and an well decorated 
one at that, competing in the Paralympics 
Games in Dublin, Athens and New York.  
Mr O’Kane shot to fame at the New York 
Paralympics in 1974 when he competed, 
with great success, as part of the 16 person 
Irish team. There were four members of the 
team in total from Northern Ireland, including 
Mr O’Kane. The Irish team preformed very 
well, winning 21 medals, 15 gold medals, six 
silver medals and one bronze medal.

Mr O’Kane, who was trained by Mr Alex McDonald, 
preformed in front of as many as 40,000 spectators at 
the Brockbrook College Stadium. Mr O’Kane trained 
for two years in London prior to his exploits in New 
York.  The Derry native won two gold medals for his 
outstanding performances in the High Jump and the 
Pentathlon. In the pentathlon Mr O’Kane reached 5ft 
in the high jump and 8ft 5 inches in the standing long 
jump, to name a few of his accolades.  While in “The 
Land Of Opportunity” Mr O’Kane visited some of the 
many wonders nearby, such as 
Niagara Falls, Manhattan and 
the iconic Empire State Building. 
Furthermore, Mr O’Kane met 
Senator Edward Kennedy, as well 
shaking hands with boxing legend 
Cassius Clay, later to change his 
name to Mohamed Ali. Also, Mr 
O’Kane sang “Danny Boy” on TV 
while awaiting the results of the 
Pentathlon. 

Moreover, Mr O’Kane had a letter 
of congratulation presented to him 

Spirit of the Olympics

by Pat Devlin. Sadly Mr O’Kane lost his 
medals due to a bomb which caused a fire 
near his house. Mr O’Kane was included 
in “Blue Horizons”. “Blue Horizons”, 
published in 1996, is a product of the 
Verbal Arts Centre and was set up to 
give adults between in the 40 and 50 plus 
age bracket an opportunity to recollect 

memories of Foyleview School and 
Northlands Adult Training Centre. 

Mr O’Kane made history, not only as the City’s 
first Olympian but also being the first from the city 

to win a medal at the Olympics. The support of Mr 
O’Kane’s family has been crucial and Mr O’Kane, 
himself, has been more than generous and willing to 
help in the writing of this article and for that he must be 
thanked. Mr O’Kane preformed wonderfully well during 
his time representing our city and now, as London 2012 
is still in our memories, it is fitting that this great man and 
great Olympian gets well-deserved recognition for his 
achievements.

In June 2012 the story came full 
circle when we visited Mr O’Kane 
in Culmore Manor with the Olympic 
Torch, carried by Francie Stokes 
just the previous week through 
Magheramason. It was a great 
moment for us all as, 38 years on, 
Mr O’Kane could hold this iconic 
symbol of sporting endeavour.  For 
the other residents too, we hope 
that it was an exciting day.

Nathan Adam
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On Friday, 25th of May 2012 over 100 pupils and 22 members of staff took part in our annual Walk to School event. This 
was the culmination of Walk to School Week, during which KS3 pupils were also monitoring how much walking they 
do on a daily basis. They kept records of how many minutes they spent walking to and from school and the class who 
walked most received prizes. Some boys really got into the spirit of the activity and walked the long way home or got off 
the bus a few stops early to increase their walking time.

On arrival at school on Friday, pupils 
and staff enjoyed a complimentary 
breakfast in the sunshine.

We hope that pupils will continue to 
walk to school as often as possible 
for the remaining weeks of term, and 
we ask parents to facilitate this, in 
the interests of pupils’ health and the 
environment. A parental survey on this 
subject was issued the following week 
and we got a very positive response.

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Sun shines on walkers!
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Staff News

YEARS 11, 12, 13 and 14 - 2011-2012
TUESDAY, 5th MARCH 2013

 
PROCEEDINGS

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
MISS PATRICIA HUGHES

SENIOR TEACHER (KEY STAGE 3)

PROCESSION, OPENING MUSIC
Seek Ye First 

performed by Diarmuid O’Kane (clarinet) accompanied 
by Mr Brendan McGinn (piano).

REFLECTION BY REV MICHEÁL MCGAVIGAN
ASSISTANT CHAPLAIN

SHORT RECITAL BY STUDENTS FROM THE MUSIC 
DEPARTMENT

Viva la Vida (Coldplay/adapted by B McGinn) performed 
by lead vocalist Conor McLain, members of the School 
Choir and String Orchestra, Year 13 students from 
Curriculum Enrichment and Ms Priscilla Connolly on 
piano. The song is conducted by Mr Brendan McGinn.

ADDRESS BY MR FJM MADDEN
PRINCIPAL

PRESENTATION OF NEW PRIZES

PRESENTATION OF PRIZES TO YEAR 11,
AND AWARDS FOR A SPECIAL

CONTRIBUTION TO THE SCHOOL ETHOS,
BY MR FJM MADDEN

REPORT FROM DEAN O’DRISCOLL
HEAD PREFECT (2012-2013)

ADDRESS BY MR BRIAN DOOHER
GUEST OF HONOUR

Senior Prize Giving

PRESENTATION OF PRIZES TO
YEARS 12, 13 and 14 by 

MR BRIAN DOOHER

PRESENTATION TO MR BRIAN DOOHER AND 
CLOSING REMARKS

CLOSING HYMN AND PROCESSION
The closing hymn was performed by James Kelly 

(Vocal), accompanied by Diarmuid O’Kane (clarinet)
and Mr Brendan McGinn (piano).

Seek ye first the Kingdom of God,
and His Righteousness,

And all these things shall be added onto you,
Allelu, Alleluia....

Ask and it shall be given unto you,
Seek and ye shall find,

Knock and the door shall be opened unto you,
Allelu, Alleluia....

 

YEAR 11

Academic Prizewinners

11A 1. David Hughes 11B 1. Aaron O’Hagan
 2. Matthew Kelly  2. Rory Maguire
  Liam O’Doherty  3. Daniel Cosgrove
  (joint winners)   

11C 1. Liam Harkin 11D 1. Thomas Chambers
 2. Jordan Kincaid  2. Colum Ferry
 3. Tiarnan McCartney  3. Ronan Meenan

11E 1. Ryan Kelly 11F 1. Gareth McDaid
 2. Conor Hasson  2. Cormac Carroll
 3. Dean Moore  3. Conor O’Kane
      Tyrone Wade
      (joint winners)
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11G 1. Oisin Herron 11H 1. Garry Mallett
 2. Ciaran Ball  2. Matthew Peoples
 3. Fintan Gormley  3. Conor Dunleavy

11K 1. Sean Harkin 11L 1. Christopher Fagan
 2. Oran Campbell  2. Conor MacBride
 3. Oisin Kelly  3. Paul Ferris
  Rian Walker
  (joint winners)  

Sustained Commitment Prizewinners

Ryan Gillespie  (11A) Timothy Cullen  (11E)
Rory Mullan  (11B) Aaron Melarkey  (11F)
Michael Green  (11C) Martin Foy  (11G)
Dermot McCarron  (11C) Ronan Duddy  (11K)

Overall Commitment Prizewinner

Anthony McGuigan (11H)

Sustained Improvement Prizewinners

Adam Laird  (11A) Jack Folland  (11K)
Peter Sheerin  (11B) Malachi McCourt  (11L)
Sean McColgan  (11D)

G.C.S.E. Subject Prizewinners

 Statistics Gaelige
 Oisin Herron (11G) Caolan Flanagan (10H)

Society of Biology Biology Challenge Prizewinners

Gold Silver
Matthew Peoples (12H) Conor MacBride (12L)
 Garry Mallett (12H)
 Brendan McGilligan (12H)

Bronze
Darragh Brown (12A) Anthony McGuigan (12H)
Adam Duddy (12H) Kane McLaughlin (12H)
Tiarnan McCarthy (12C) John Shiels (12C)

PRIZES FOR A SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
SCHOOL ETHOS

The Pope John Paul II Award

Gold Award
Nathan Adam (14L) Emmett Keith (14F)
Conor Barr (14A)  James Kelly (14B)
Tony Broadbent (14C) James Lynch (14A)
Tony Brown (14A)  Domhnall MacDermott (14H)
Gavin Butler (14H)  Conor Magee (14A)
James Chambers (14D) Conrad McCloskey (14K)
Philip Coyle (14D)  James McCracken (14H)
Eoghan Crocker (13A) Daniel McFadden (14C)
Patrick Crossan (14D) Cathal McGaughey (14A)
Conor Cruickshank (14H) Conor McGinty (14B)
Luke Curry (14D)  Niall McGroarty (14D)
Conor Devine (14E) Niall McLaughlin (14B)

Daniel Devine (14A) Barry Mortimer (14K)
Conor Donaghey (14D) Eoin O’Hare (14B)
Kevin Harkin (14B)  Matthew Plummer (14B) 
Sean Harkin (14D)  Gavin Roberts (14K)
   Richard Wright (14F)

The Niall O’Kane Memorial Prize for Social Concern
Niall Edwards (12F)
Jack Lafferty (10K)

Gareth McDaid (11F)
(representing the school’s St. John’s Ambulance volunteers)

The Derry Charismatic Service Committee Prize
James Kelly (13B)

The McCann Family Prize
Kevin Devine (13H)

Niall McBrearty Memorial Trophy
Gavin Duffy (12H)

Conor McCallion (12C)

YEARS 12, 13 AND 14

YEAR 12

Attendance Prizes
Five Years’ Full Attendance  Padraig Breslin  (12A)
Five Years’ Full Attendance  Stephen McCallion  (12C)
Five Years’ Full Attendance  David O’Doherty  (12B)

Artistic Endeavour Prize
Callum McIntyre (12G)

Academic Achievement Prizewinners
Caolan Duffy  (12B) John Moohan  (12E)
Padraig Delargy  (12C) Conor O’Hare  (12E)
Shaun McDermott  (12C) Ruaidhri O’Neill  (12E)
Ronan Campbell  (12E) Eamonn Bradley  (12H)
 Matthew McCallion  (12H)

Top Candidates in each subject at G.C.S.E. Level

Winners of one subject prize

 Candidate Subject 
 Applied Business Paul Leonard (12F)
 Art and Design Martin Green (12C)
 Business Studies Niall Edwards (12F)
 English Caolan Duffy (12B)
 English Literature Eamonn Bradley (12H)

Eamonn also to be presented with the Paul Wilkins 
Award as the leading G.C.S.E. English Literature 
candidate in the school.

 German Shaun McDermott (12C)
 History Eoin Carlin (12H)
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Eoin was also presented with the Father Philip Donnelly 
Prize as the leading G.C.S.E. History candidate in the 
school.

 I.C.T. Jason Sharkey (12K)
 Irish Matthew McCallion (12H)

Matthew was also presented with The Sean McGonagle 
Memorial Trophy for Irish as the leading G.C.S.E. Irish 
candidate in the school

 Learning for Life and Work Keelan Maguire (12G)
 Moving Image Arts Edward Boyle (12G)
 Music Matthew Higgins (12B)
 Physical Education Damien Watson (12H)
 Religious Studies Gavin Duffy (12H)

Winners of more than one subject prize

 Engineering
 Spanish Mark Lafferty (12E)
 Technology and Design 

 Additional Mathematics
 French
 Geography John Smith (12E)
 Mathematics
 Science (Double Award Modular) 

John was also presented with the President’s Prize as 
the leading G.C.S.E. Additional Mathematics candidate 
in the school.

Bishop Farren Memorial Prize

(Special prize to the pupil(s) who obtained the highest 
point score in St Columb’s College over his best ten 

subjects at G.C.S.E.)

John Smith (12E)

YEAR 14

The Ross McCartney Prize for Irish History

Michael Beales (Queen’s University, Belfast)

The Sentinus Team R & D (Engineering) 
Gold Crest Award

Stephen McDermott (13A) Terry Sweeney (13F)
James Lynch (13A) Darren Tierney (13B)
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Seated L-R:  Duais Chlub Dhoire Cholmcille Don Ghaelige - 
Aaron Ferry (13G), Doctor McDowell Prize for French - Markus 
Pleijzier (13B), Faller Prize for German - Dean O’Driscoll (13L), 

Trinidad Valencera Prize for Spanish - (Absent) Jason Hayes (13D)
Ms Pádraigin Ni Mhaonaigh - Board of Governors, Dr Suzanne 

Funnell - Head of French, Ms Marion Lübbeke - Head of German, 
Mrs Sarah Caughey (Absent) - Head of Spanish

Seated L-R:  Fr Philip Donnelly Prize for Best GCSE in History 
- Eoin Carlin (12H), Artistic Endeavour Prize - Callum McIntyre 

(12G), Regan Award for Athletics - Andrew Bolster (13K), 
Conal Casey Prize for Swimming - Connell O’Brien (13E), Sean 
McGonagle Memorial Trophy for Best GCSE in Irish - Matthew 
McCallion (12H), Mr Kevin O’Donnell - Head of Art and Design, 
Mr Eamonn Burns - Head of PE, Mr Brian McGilloway - Head 
of English, Mr Martin McIlveen - Senior Teacher (Key Stage 4), 

Paul Wilkins Award for Best GCSE in English Literature - Eamonn 
Bradley (12H), Mrs Caroline McLaughlin - Head of History, 

Eugene O’Hare Chess Prize - (Absent) Ryan McGuigan (13E)

Seated L-R:  Tony Furey Award for Sporting Excellence - Ryan McParland (13D), Walsh Family Prize for Sport and Physical Education - 
Shane O’Connor (13K), Derry City F.C. Prize for Soccer - Conor Barr (13A) and Ryan Harkin (13G), The Basketball Prize - Nathan Brown 

(13H), Tom Dunbar Award for Commitment - Emmett McBride (13E), Mr Eamonn Burns - Head of PE, Dr Rory McLaughlin - Board of 
Governors, Minority Sports Outstanding Achievement - Stephen White (13K), The City of Derry Rugby Club Prize - Gareth McLain (13L), 

(Absent) Darren Quinn (13K), Mr Thomas Bradley - Vice-Principal, Mrs Jean McLaughlin - St Columb’s College Parents’ Association, 
Mr John Johnston - Senior Teacher (Post-16), Brendan Dolan Award for Gaelic Football - (Absent) Shane O’Connor (13K), 

The Na Magha Award for Hurling - (Absent) Brendan Douban (13G). 
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L-R:  The Ross McCartney Prize for Irish History - Michael 
Beales (Queen’s University), Mrs Caroline McLaughlin - Head 

of History, Mr Thomas Bradley - Vice-Principal, Mr Robert 
McCartney

L-R:  Mr Finbar Madden - Principal, Mr Brian Dooher - Guest 
Speaker, The Laureates’ Prize - Eoin O’Kane (13K), Mr Patrick 

Kelly - Chairperson of Board of Governors

L-R:  Mr Finbar Madden - Principal, Monsignor Coulter Award 
for Mathematics and Science - Conor Barr (13A), Mr Brian 
Dooher - Guest Speaker, Mr Patrick Kelly - Chairperson of 

Board of Governors

L-R:  Mr Finbar Madden - Principal, Monsignor Coulter Award 
for Humanities - Jamie Hegarty (13B), Mr Brian Dooher - Guest 

Speaker, Monsignor Coulter Award for Humanities - Conor 
Devine (13E), Mr Patrick Kelly - Chairperson of Board of 

Governors

Seated L-R:  McCarroll Prize for English - Patrick Mulholland (13E), Fr McElhinney Award for Geography - Sean McGuinness 
(13K), Bishop’s Prize for Religious Studies - Trafford Jackson (13D), Frank McAuley Prize for History - Nathan Adam (13L), Mr Mark 

McConnellogue - Head of Religious Education, Mrs Nuala McGonagle - Head of Geography, The John Hume Prize for Government and 
Politics - Ryan McGilloway (13F), Mr Liam Boyle - Head of Government and Politics, Classical Studies Prize - Cormac O’Donnell (13L), 

Mr Brian McGilloway - Head of English, Gerry Devine Memorial Prize for Drama - James Kelly (13B), Mr Donal Chambers - Co-ordinator 
of Drama, Mrs Caroline McLaughlin - Head of History, Ms Sandra Duffy - Board of Governors
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L-R:  Mr Finbar Madden - Principal, James Toland Memorial 
Prize for Modern Languages - Stephen White (13K),
Mr Brian Dooher - Guest Speaker, Mr Patrick Kelly - 

Chairperson of Board of Governors

L-R:  Mr Patrick Kelly - Chairperson of Board of Governors, 
Mr Finbar Madden - Principal, The John McDaid Memorial Prize 

- Christopher Dillon (13L), Mrs Pauline McDaid - Donor, 
The John McDaid Memorial Prize - Jason McKinney (13H), 

Mr Brian Dooher - Guest Speaker

L-R:  Mr Finbar Madden - Principal, Mr Brian Dooher - 
Guest Speaker, Bishop Farren Memorial Prize for Best 
GCSE Results - John Smith (12E), Mr Patrick Kelly - 

Chairperson of Board of Governors

Seated L-R:  Lawrence Duffy Award for Mathematics - Conor 
Campbell (13A), The Professor Philip G Gormley Prize for Further 

Mathematics - Connor Cruickshank (13H), The St Columb’s College 
Partner Schools’ Prize - Bronagh Doherty (Thornhill College), Biology 

Prize - Barry Doherty (13L), Chemistry Prize - Emmett McCallion 
(13L), Mr Brian Keys - Head of Mathematics/Senior Teacher, Mr 

Aidan Lagan - Head of Science, Bank of Ireland Award for Physics - 
Shea Quigley (13B), 9 Mr Vincent Doherty - Head of Physics, Ms M 
Hamilton - Principal of Thornhill, Mr Noel Finn - Head of Chemistry,

The Applied Science Prize - Jordan Davis (13G), Mr Shaun 
McElhinney - Board of Governors, Mrs Ailish O’Kane - Co-ordinator 

of Applied Science

Seated L-R:  Niall O’Kane Memorial Prize 

for Social Concern - Niall Edwards (12F), 

Gareth McDaid (11F) and Jack Lafferty 

(10D), Niall McBrearty Memorial Prize - 

Gavin Duffy (13H) and Conor McCallion 

(13C), Mr Enda Rainey - President St 

Columb’s College Union, Mr Brian Trainor 

- Head of Year 14, The Derry Charismatic 

Service Committee Prize - James Kelly 

(13B), Mr Mark McConnellogue - Head 

of Religious Education, McCann Family 

Prize - Kevin Devine (13H), Miss Patricia 

Hughes - Senior Teacher (Key Stage 

3), Mrs Elizabeth Hughes - Board of 

Governors
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Seated L-R:  The Eurocentre West Prize for Business Studies - Gareth McLain (13L), Applied Business (Single Award) Prize - Damien 
Quigley (13A) and Sean Quinn (13F), Desmond Prize for Computer Studies - John Kyle (13C), Applied ICT Prize - Joseph O’Driscoll 

(13G), Mr Sean McAteer - Head of Business Studies, Mrs Margaret Hannaway - Board of Governors, ICT Prize - Sean McKinney (13L) 
and Tony Broadbent (13C), Ms Helen Foster - Head of Computing, Mr Thomas Bradley - Vice-Principal, 

Applied Business (Double Award) Prize - Absent Nathan Moore (13K)

Seated L-R:  The Design and Technology Prize - Tony Brown (13A), Fr McCarron Prize for Art & Design - Odhran Cummings (13A), 
James Lynch (13A), Thomas Nicell (13K) and Andrew Coyle (13C), Mr John Johnston - Senior Teacher (Post-16), The Construction 
Prize - Conrad McCloskey (13K), The First Trust Bank History of Art & Design Prize - Aaron Cregan (13C), Mr Martin Meenan - Head 

of Moving Image Arts, Mrs Margaret Hannaway - Board of Governors, Mr Jim Ward - Co-ordinator of Engineering, The Moving Image 
Arts - Diarmuid Dixon (13G), Mr Brendan McGinn - Head of Music, Redmond Friel Prize for Music - Diarmuid O’Kane (13C), Mr Kevin 

O’Donnell - Head of Art and Design, The Seagate Engineering Prize - Absent Patrick Crossan (13D)
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Conal Casey 
Prize for Swimming

Connell O’Brien (13E)

The Gerry Devine 
Memorial Prize for Drama

James Kelly (13B)

Eugene O’Hare
Chess Prize

Ryan McGuigan (13E)

The Regan Award 
for Athletics

Andrew Bolster (13K)

The Minority Sports Out-
standing Achievement Award

Stephen White (13K)

The Na Magha Award 
for Sport

Brendan Douban (13G)  Gareth McLain (13L) Darren Quinn (13K)
(Joint winners)

City of Derry 
Rugby Club Prize

 Conor Barr (13A) Ryan Harkin (13G)
(Joint winners)

Derry City F.C. Prize 
for Soccer

The Basketball
Prize

Nathan Brown (13H)

Brendan Dolan 
Award for Gaelic Football

Shane O’Connor (13K)

Tom Dunbar Award 
for Commitment

Emmett McBride (13E)

Tony Furey Prize for 
Sporting Excellence

Ryan McParland (13D)

The Applied Science 
Prize

Jordan Davis (13G)

Biology
Prize

Barry Doherty (13L)
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Bank of Ireland 
Award for Physics

Shea Quigley (13B) Connor Cruickshank (13H)

Lawrence Duffy Award
for Mathematics

Conor Campbell (13A)

Chemistry Prize

Emmett McCallion (13L)

Applied I.C.T. 
Prize

Joseph O’Driscoll (13G)

I.C.T. Prize

 Tony Broadbent (13C) Sean McKinney (13L)
(Joint winners)

Desmond Prize
for Computer Studies

John Kyle (13C)

The Seagate
Engineering Prize

Patrick Crossan (13D)

The Design and 
Technology Prize

Tony Brown (13A)

The 
Construction Prize

Conrad McCloskey (13K)

Sport and Physical 
Education Prize

Shane O’Connor (13K)

The Father McCarron Prize for Art and Design

 Andrew Coyle (13C) Odhran Cummings (13A) James Lynch (13A) Thomas Nicell (13K)
(Joint winners)

Professor Philip G. 
Gormley Memorial Prize 
for Further Mathematics
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The Moving Image Arts 
Prize

Diarmuid Dixon (13G) Aaron Cregan (13C)

The First Trust Bank History 
of Art and Design Prize

Redmond Friel Prize for 
Music

Diarmuid O’Kane (13C) Sean McGuinness (13K)

Father McElhinney 
Award for Geography

Bishop’s Prize
for Religious Studies

Trafford Jackson (13D) Nathan Moore (13K)

The Applied Business 
(Double Award) Prize

The Applied Business
(Single Award) Prize

 Damien Quigley (13A) Sean Quinn (13F)
(Joint winners)

The Eurocentre West Prize 
for Business Studies

Gareth McLain (13L) Cormac O’Donnell (13L)

Classical Studies 
Prize

The John Hume Prize for 
Government and Politics

Ryan McGilloway (13F) Nathan Adam (13L)

Frank McAuley Prize
for History

Faller Prize 
for German

Dean O’Driscoll (13L) Aaron Ferry (13G)

Duais Chlub Dhoire 
Cholmcille Don Ghaeilge

Trinidad Valencera 
Prize for Spanish

Jason Hayes (13D) Markus Pleijzier (13B

Doctor McDowell 
Prize for French
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McCarroll Prize
for English

Patrick Mulholland (13E) Bronagh Doherty 
(Thornhill College)

The John McDaid 
Memorial Prize

 Christopher Dillon (13L) Jason McKinney (13H)
(Joint winners)

The St Columb’s College 
Partner Schools Prize

James Toland 
Memorial Prize for 
Modern Languages

Stephen White (13K) Conor Barr (13A)

Monsignor Coulter Award 
for Humanities

 Conor Devine (13E) Jamie Hegarty (13B)
(Joint winners)

Monsignor Coulter Award 
for Mathematics and 

Science

The Laureates’
Prize

Eoin O’Kane (13K)

St Columb’s College Past Pupils’ Union

To join you have three options:

1. Telephone the school (028 7128 5000) 

 and ask to speak to Dermot Carlin

2. Visit www.stcolumbs.com  

 and go to Microsites - 

 Past Pupils’ Union

3. Email ppu902@stcolumbs.com
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ST COLUMB’S COLLEGE
PRIZEGIVING

YEARS 8, 9 and 10 - 2011-2012
WEDNESDAY 17th OCTOBER 2012

 
MASTER OF CEREMONIES

MR JOHN JOHNSTON, SENIOR TEACHER-POST 16

PROCESSION, OPENING MUSIC
 

Seek Ye First - performed on clarinet by Andrew Ross

REFLECTION
MR MARK MCCONNELLOGUE, HEAD OF 

CHAPLAINCY

SHORT RECITAL BY STUDENTS OF THE MUSIC 
DEPARTMENT

9D (under the direction of Mr Ronan McKee 
and Mrs Margaret Burns) 

will perform, as an ensemble, two African pieces:
African variations

Kurubi

ADDRESS BY MR FJM MADDEN, PRINCIPAL

PRESENTATION OF PRIZES TO YEARS 8 AND 9

ADDRESS BY PROFESSOR DEIRDRE HEENAN, 
GUEST SPEAKER

PRO VICE CHANCELLOR (COMMUNICATION) 
AND PROVOST 

(COLERAINE AND MAGEE CAMPUSES), 
UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER

PRESENTATION OF PRIZES TO YEAR 10

PRESENTATION TO PROFESSOR HEENAN AND 
CLOSING REMARKS

CLOSING HYMN AND PROCESSION
The Closing Hymn was led by Andrew Ferry

PRIZEWINNERS, YEAR 8 2011-2012

 Academic Commitment
 8A 1. Conor Houston 1. Eugene Burns
  2. Dean Chambers 2. James Lynch
  3. Jason Feenan 

 8B 1. Adam Beales 1. Reamonn Daly
  2. Joseph Guthrie 2. Cathair O’Doherty
  3. Jack McDevitt 

 8C 1. John Muir 1. Mark Doherty
  2. Jack Foley  Brian McCarron
  3. Luke O’Reilly  (joint winners)

 8D 1. Eoin McMullan 1. Reece Moore
   Odhran Casey 2. Stephen Doherty
   (joint winners)
  3. Ben McLaughlin 

 8E 1. Josh Varghese John 1. Samuel McGarvey
  2. Ryan Doran 2. Keelan Doherty
  3. Gavin Kelly  Kevin Forbes
     (joint winners)

 8F 1. Conor Kelly 1. Conor O’Neill
  2. Daire O’Sandair 2. Caolan Spence
  3. Fearghal Wade 

 8G 1. Robert Kelly 1. Ronan Foley
  2. Callum Feeney  Oran McAnaney
  3. Callum Harkin  (joint winners)
   Henry O’Neill
   (joint winners) 

 8H 1. Cormac McElholm 1. Conan Doherty
  2. Daire Hutton 2. Jack Porter
  3. James Friel 

 8K 1. Jack Ferguson 1. Malachy O’Neill
  2. Adam Patton 2. Dylan Browne
  3. Cathal Turton 

Overall Commitment Prizewinner Fintan Lynch (8H)

Sustained Improvement Prizewinners

 Ryan Whoriskey (8A) Ruairi O’Boyle (8E)
 Ryan Strawbridge (8B) Matthew McCullagh (8H)
 Nathan Harkin (8D) Josh McLaughlin (8H)
 Tiernan Kennedy (8E) Cian McCartney (8K)

Overall Sportsman of the Year Joshua Green (8F)
 
The Accelerated Reader Prize Caolan Donnelly (8D)

PRIZEWINNERS, YEAR 9 2011-2012

 Academic Commitment
 9A 1. James McGinley 1. Ciaran Lonergan
  2. Aaron Hagan 2. Dalan McGilloway
  3. Ryan Hume 
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 10D 1. Niall McCallion 1. Conor Duffy
  2. Conor Quigley 2. Ruairi Doherty
   Jack Quigley
   (joint winners) 

 10E 1. Michael Hegarty 1. Mateusz Kubala
  2. Jamie Hutton 2. Liam Devine
  3. Diarmuid Molloy 

 10F 1. Conor McGuinness 1. Gerald Doherty
  2. Kieran McCauley 2. Aidan Dunne
  3. Caolan Doran 

 10G 1. Peter Madden 1. Coilean Melarkey
  2. Bobby Cusack  Oisin Murphy
  3. Anthony Black  (joint winners)

 10H 1. Caolan Flanagan 1. Gary McBay
  2. Aodhan Burke 2. Vincent Callaghan
  3. Darragh MacFarland 

 10K 1. James O’Neill 1. Dylan O’Driscoll
  2. Peter Gallagher 2. Gavin McCafferty
  3. Jack Lafferty 

Overall Commitment Prizewinner
Jason Nagurski (10A)

Sustained Improvement Prizewinners

 Conor Doherty (10A) Brian McCourt (10G)
 Daniel Adams (10C) Brian McCool (10H)
 Eoghan O’Carroll (10E) Andrew McCaughan (10K)
 Gerald Stewart (10E) Zack Moore (10K)
 Emmett O’Hara (10F) Cathal Mullan (10K)

Key Stage 3 Top Marks

 English Peter Madden (10G)
 Mathematics Andrew Ross (10C)
 Science Michael Hegarty (10E)

Overall Sportsman of the Year Conor Quigley (10D)

Key Stage 3 Exceptional 
Achievement Award Francis Stokes (10G)

The Parents’ Association Prize 
for Public Speaking Andrew Ross (10C)

The Good Samaritan Award Jack Lafferty (10K)

The Spirit of St. Columb’s Award Caolan Flanagan (10H)

The Adam Barr Memorial Prize Aodhan Foster (10B)
and Daniel Brown (10K)

 9B 1. Justin Crawley 1. Andrew Ferry
  2. Daniel Doran 2. Callum Porter
  3. Mark Kivelehan 

 9C 1. Jack Henry 1. Aidan Deery
  2. John O’Hagan 2. Sean Harnett
  3. Timothy Rankin  Seamus Quinn
     (joint winners)

 9D 1. Aodhan McGuigan 1. James McLaughlin
  2. Jamie Mansfield 2. Rhys McKeever
  3. James Duffy 

 9E 1. Ethan McKeegan 1. Liam Cullen
  2. Ryan McKeever 2. Steven Bulloch
  3. Mark Condren 

 9F 1. Dermot McCrossan 1. Ryan McChrystal
  2. Jack McKeever 2. Tom Mooney
  3. Eoghan Concannon 

 9G 1. Mark Kelly 1. Daniel Wright
  2. Cathair Kerrigan 2. Cyon Vigurs
  3. Robert Coyle 

 9H 1. David O’Connor 1. Cianan Cassidy
  2. Daniel Deery  James McCourt
  3. Jordan Barrow  (joint winners)

 9K 1. Conal Fagan 1. Kieran Kehoe
  2. Darren Holmes 2. Eli Doherty
  3. David Thompson 

Overall Commitment Prizewinner James Clarke (9G)

Sustained Improvement Prizewinners

 Zak Cunningham (9A) Adam Hegarty (9D)
 Shay Doherty (9A) Michael Ward (9E)
 Daniel Simpson (9A) Domhnall Meenan (9F)
 Jack Dillon (9B) Morgan Cunningham (9G)
 Jack O’Donnell (9C) Ronan McCartney (9K)

Overall Sportsman of the Year James Clarke (9G)

PRIZEWINNERS, YEAR 10 2011-2012

  Academic Commitment
 10A 1. Eoin McElhinney 1. Sean Duffy
  2. Jack McGeehan 2. Ruairi McShane
  3. Fintan McGuinness 

 10B 1. Anthony Gillespie 1. Mark Gormley
  2. Aodhan Foster 2. Daimin Campbell
   Emmett Hargan
   (joint winners) 

 10C 1. Andrew Ross 1. Niall Nash
  2. Joseph McGinley 2. Aaron McKeever
  3. Liam Bradley 
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Statio Orbis Mass - 
Sunday 17th June 2012 - Croke Park.

Around mid-April I contacted Fr. Seamus Kelly to 
express an interest in attending the Statio Orbis - the 
final Mass of the 50th International Eucharistic Congress 
to be held in Croke Park on Sunday 17th June 2012. He 
got back to me immediately to advise me to apply for 
tickets as soon as possible. Within a very short period 
of time I had the names of nineteen pupils and six staff 
members from St. Columb’s College. The school coach 
was booked and a cheque sent off to Fr Kelly to cover 
the cost of the tickets - €10 per person. Then we waited!

The tickets eventually came to St. Patrick’s Church, 
Pennyburn and Fr Michael McCaughey had the task of 
distributing them just a few days before the big event. I 
set about contacting the parents of all the St Columb’s 
boys hoping to attend the Statio Orbis Mass, to ask if 
they could have their sons at the front of the College on 
the said morning at 7.15 am. Needless to say I heard a 
few sudden intakes of breath.

On Sunday 17th June 2012 nineteen pupils and six 
staff from St Columb’s College set off to Dublin with a 
great sense of expectation. In spite of Martin McKinney’s 
overly careful driving (very fond of the hard shoulder) 
we arrived in Castleblaney at about 10.15 am. We had 
a full Irish breakfast in the Glencarn Hotel with warm 
toast and fresh tea and coffee. The whole experience 
was salubrious. Then fully replenished, we hit the road 
again. After just one minor hiccup we eventually found 
All Hallows College, where we parked our school coach. 
We then made our way to Croke Park, winding through 
the back streets of North Dublin while all the time the 
boys held our banner aloft. This banner attracted much 
attention, thanks to the sterling efforts of art teacher 
Miss Orla McLaughlin. People were under no illusion that 
the boys from St Columb’s had landed in Dublin.

Croke Park stadium is spectacular and we had the 
best seats in the house, high up on the Davin Stand 
facing the main altar. We arrived a bit too early, but were 
quickly entertained by the Three Tenors, The Priests 

50th International Eucharistic Congress

and Fr Liam Lawton. Before we knew it, the Mass was 
starting at 3.30 pm. This celebration was very uplifting 
and Cardinal Marc Ouellet (Papal Legate) from Quebec, 
focused on renewal in the Irish Church - ‘the fresh green 
shoots’-  as he referred to it. The organisation that went 
into the distribution of Holy Communion was meticulous 
and exercised with immense dignity. Towards the end of 
the Mass, just before the final blessing, Pope Benedict 
delivered a message. Once again he acknowledged the 
damage caused to the credibility of the Church in Ireland 
in recent years and he encouraged all of us to enter into 
a real relationship with Jesus Christ - not one based only 
on habit. The focus then quickly moved to the Filipinos in 
the audience because in 2016 the Philippines is the host 
nation of the 51st International Eucharistic Congress.

The walk from Croke Park back to All Hallows was for 
me the highlight of the whole day. The streets were 
thronged with thousands of pilgrims from all over Ireland. 
Saoirse Doherty and Sean Devlin, both from 10B carried 
our school banner through these streets with great pride 
and this drew many comments and looks of interest 
from the passing pilgrims, many of them encouraging 
the boys and congratulating us.

We stopped again in Castleblaney on the return journey 
and had a succulent beef or turkey and ham dinner 
with orange juice. By that stage we were all a bit jaded, 
so the meal was a welcome treat. On our way out of 
the hotel we met other pilgrims from Derry and were 
afforded the opportunity to have our photograph taken 
with Bishop Seamus Hegarty. He was delighted to see 
the delegation from St. Columb’s College and again he 
congratulated and encouraged the boys. On our way 
out of Castleblaney Martin McKinney unfortunately took 
a wrong turn which meant we had a slight detour. But 
George Doherty did not miss the opportunity to slag 
Martin the whole way back to Derry, ‘You’re the only 
man I know who goes from Castleblaney to Derry via 
Dublin!’ He jested. But Martin didn’t waste time either 
in poking fun at George in light of a recent botched 
experiment in the science lab and so he proceeded to 
refer to George as ‘Chemical Ali’ to the amusement of 
the rest of the staff and boys.

St Columb’s group with Bishop Hegarty
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St Columb’s has recently been recognised as a Young Enterprise Centre of 
Excellence in recognition for promoting enterprise and entrepreneurship.
The Centres of Excellence Award winners were announced at the Young 
Enterprise Northern Ireland ‘Your Future in Business’ Gala Graduation in April 
at the Tullyglass Hotel, Ballymena. The event was attended by Year 13 pupils 
from the St Columb’s Company Programme who were accompanied by Mr 
Billy Guthrie, Co-ordinator of Young Enterprise Programmes in St Columb’s.

St Columb’s wins Entrepreneurship Award

Mr Jeff Gallagher, Young Enterprise Development Manager for the North 
West, presents the Centre of Excellence Award to St Columb’s College. 
Included in the photograph are pupil representatives and staff members 
who have been involved with organising the wide range of programmes 

that contributed towards the award.

On presenting the Award to the 
school, Jeff Gallagher, Development 
Manager for Young Enterprise’s 
North West Region, commented: “St 
Columb’s College has been working 
with Young Enterprise for many years 
to promote business and enterprise 
to pupils, in order to help them 
develop skills and qualities which will 
undoubtedly help them in their future 
careers.

“This award recognises the fact that 
the school has facilitated many Young 
Enterprise business programmes 
over a considerable number of years, 
in partnership with business leaders 
from the local community.”

“All Young Enterprise Programmes 
complement the new NI Curriculum, 
which challenges schools to 
add value to students’ learning 
experience, and St Columb’s 
thoroughly deserves this recognition.”

“We are delighted to present this 
Centre of Excellence Award to St 
Columb’s, and look forward to 
working with them in partnership for 
many years to come.”

Mr William Guthrie

The behaviour and demeanour of the boys throughout 
that whole day is something about which the six staff 
members will feel great pride and gratitude for a very 
long time to come. They were both courteous and 
appreciative and entered into the spirit of the occasion 
with much openness. They certainly did us proud! I am 
only too glad now that we made the effort to attend 

the Statio Orbis. It was a monumental and truly historic 
moment in the history of the Irish Church and it was 
our great pleasure to have participated in it. I am only 
too glad as well that Martin McKinney isn’t driving us to 
Manila in 2016!

Mr Mark McConnellogue

Mr M McConnelogue and Mr M McIlveen Waiting for Mass to begin
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On March 9th 2012 the 
Lecture Theatre in St 
Columb’s College is full and 
silent.

On a large white projector 
screen at the front of the 
Theatre is a picture of inside 
the Houses of Parliament.

A man paces back and 
forth in front of the screen; 
he’s talking to a couple of 
hundred College boys about 
the importance of politics in 
modern society; all of a sudden, he finishes.

“I’m Lembit Opik and you’ve been a great audience.”
All of the students show their approval with a loud 
applause and some even run the risk of missing their 
bus home just so that they get the former Liberal 
Democrat MP’s autograph.

Lembit’s public profile aside, he served as an MP for 
Montgomeryshire for 13 years and was the Shadow 
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland for over ten years; 
he lost his Westminster seat in 2010.

The reason Lembit visited St Columb’s College is simple; 
he was asked to by teacher Mrs Jacqueline Smyth.

“It’s thanks to a debating competition that took place 
recently and Mrs Smyth’s persuasive powers that I find 
myself here. I enjoyed talking to the boys about politics - 
it was a great experience.”

In 2011, St Columb’s College pupils, Christopher Dillon 
and Patrick Mulholland won a debating competition 
organised by CIPFA. Lembit was the chairperson of 
the judging committee that day and after chatting with 
teacher Mrs Smyth he agreed to come to the school to 
talk to students about the importance of politics and to 
encourage participation in debating.

“I’ve been to Derry loads of times. I used to be the 
Shadow Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and 
I spent a lot of time here during the peace talks and 
negotiations.

“I’d come here at the drop of a hat. If anyone would like 
to invite me to do something in Derry, no reasonable 
offer will be refused. I really love coming here, I really do.
“I’ve been back to Derry since then, mostly to do with 
work. In my previous visits I never got the chance to visit 
St Columb’s College but I am glad that I’ve been able to 
come here this time,” said Lembit.

Lembit claims to have 
developed an affinity with 
Derry and the North of Ireland 
during his time as Shadow 
Secretary of State. He said 
that the Derry he saw this 
week is worlds apart from the 
one he knew almost 15 years 
ago.

“I always like coming to Derry. 
Through my various visits 
to the city I have noticed an 
economic improvement. The 
city has received an amazing 

peace dividend and you can see how the place has 
changed over the last 15 years. Derry was always a 
confident city but I think that it has found its equilibrium 
through the peace process and it’s just a pleasure to 
come here.”

“The atmosphere has completely changed. It’s gone 
from one of tension to one of community. Derry is so 
much more welcoming to people who have never been 
here before and when I go home I am always telling 
friends and colleagues about the amazing places I’ve 
been to and Derry is one of them.”

St Columb’s College’s is well known throughout the 
world. The school has produced famous politicians, 
authors and athletes. Lembit, a keen Leicester City 
supporter, revealed who his favourite past pupil is.

“In terms of St Columb’s, it’s hard not to be impressed. 
Obviously the school has produced the famous politician 
John Hume and the gifted poet Seamus Heaney but if 
you were to ask me who my favourite former pupil is it 
would have to be Martin O’Neill. 

“I am a Leicester City fan and Martin O’Neill was the 
man who led us into the Premiership. He’s an amazing 
manager and it showed, because as soon as he left 
Leicester City started going backwards again. I went 
to Inst. (Royal Belfast Academical Institution) and they 
never produced a Leicester City manager.”

The son of Estonian parents who moved to the UK 
before World War II, Lembit was born and reared in 
Bangor, Co. Down. Lembit left the North of Ireland to 
study philosophy at the University of Bristol when he was 
18. He first became an MP in 1997.

“Politics is the operating system for the human race. 
Some people say that they find politics dull but it’s all 
to do with the way in which it’s presented. If I had any 
advice to give it would be this - watch the world quietly 
to see what people do well and what people do badly. 

Lembit Opik with Sean McKinney and Eamon Logue

Lembit Opik
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Secondly, only attempt to make a difference when you 
understand the facts because there are too many people 
in the political world who talk before they think.” 

Lembit’s defeat at the general election came as a great 
surprise to many Liberal Democrats. Asked if he had 
any plans to return to politics he said that he had a few 
things he wanted to experience first.

“I’d like to stand in a general election again but there’s a 
list of things that I put off to become an MP so I want to 
give them a go first.

“I want to develop my training and development work. I 
also want to manage a few pop bands and want to get 
them on to the international scene.

“One of the groups is called the Electric Flowers - they 
are an electro 80s style pop group from in and around 
London. I’ve another band called The Pros - they are a 
ska band. The third group I am involved with are called 
the Dee Byrne Quartet - they are a jazz band.

“Working with bands is something I have dabbled in 
for many years but it’s something that I am taking very 
seriously now.

“The Electric Flowers are set to launch their first single 
and we are shooting a few videos in a few weeks time. If 
anyone would be interested in getting in contact with the 
band they should just email them.

“The Electric Flowers will be going on a UK tour soon 
and hopefully, if everything goes according to plan they’ll 
play a concert in Belfast and one in Derry.

“I want to do all of what I have mentioned. I want to live 
a little because I’ve spent a lot of time serving. I can 
always come back to a parliamentary career later. There 
are so many wonderful things to do in life and I want to 
do them.”

St Columb’s College student Gary Mallett described 
Lembit’s talk as interesting and said he was surprised at 
just how wide-ranging a life in politics could be.

“I think that through today’s event I learnt that politics 
has more influence on what happens in the world than I 
originally thought.

Year 13 pupil, Patrick Mulholland, described the event as 
excellent and praised the school for giving students the 
chance to “make a connection” with the outside world.
“Today’s event was excellent because I think that Lembit 
really stressed the importance of government and the 
role it plays in our lives.

“I think that it’s through such projects that the 
importance of voting can be highlighted to young 
people. Just because you don’t take politics seriously 
doesn’t mean that politics doesn’t take you seriously.
“It’s great that Mrs. Smyth and the school organised this 
event today because it creates a connection with the 
outside world, it’s something that you don’t get within 
the four walls of a classroom. Education permeates 
more barriers than just books and exams,” he said.

Sean McKinney

St Columb’s College publicly acknowledged the 
contribution of Alderman Maurice Devenney, (Mayor of 
Derry), to the life of our school with the presentation o f  
a watercolour painting of the new Peace Bridge 
painted by Miss Orla McLaughlin, teacher of 
Art and design here in St Columb’s. 

The presentation took place 
in the Boardroom on 
the morning 

Watercolour gift for Mayor of Derry
of Thursday June 7th 2012. Commenting on the 
occasion, Mr Sean McGinty, Principal of St Columb’s 
College, noted that ‘Alderman Devenney has proved 
to be a good friend to St Columb’s College during 
his tenure as Mayor of our city. We wish him well in 
the future, thank him for his support and hope that 
this fine piece of artistic endeavour will find a place 
in his home for him to remember us.  I would also 
like to thank Miss Orla McLaughlin for producing 
such an impressive piece of artwork.

Mr Brendan O’Donnell
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Our congratulations go to Miss Orla 
McLaughlin from our Art and Design 
Department who, in August 2012 
was appointed President of the Art 
and Design Teachers Association 
of Northern Ireland. Orla is the 
youngest person to have ever held 
this prestigious position. She is 
pictured receiving her chain of office 
from Mr Malachy McGonigle, recently 
retired Head of Art and Design here 
in the school. Also in the photograph 
are Mrs Noelle McAlinden, Art and 
Design adviser for WELB as well as 
for Derry/Londonderry City of Culture, 
and Mr Basil Dalton, Head of Arts in 
the North West Regional College. We 
wish you well Orla in your endeavours 
over the year of your presidency. 

Mr Kevin O’Donnell

Prestigious post for St Columb’s Art Teacher

Malachy McGonagle, Orla McLaughlin, Basil Dalton and Noelle McAlinden

Colin Bateman visits St Columb’s

On Thursday March 22nd 2012 we 
were fortunate to receive a visit from 
Colin Bateman, who has been named 
by the Daily Telegraph as one of the 
Top 50 Crime Writers of all time. 
However, the first thing we noticed 
about him was that, despite the 
acclaim, Bateman was a very much 
down-to-earth man.

Bateman told us tales of his youth 
- growing up in the company of 
Spiderman and The Green Lantern, 
engaging with these characters, and 
being inspired by authors to write 
continuations and new adventures for 
his heroes. His humility was startling 
as he admitted he saw his hobby 
going nowhere in the long term; rather he saw it as a 
means of passing the time until the latest endeavours of 
his heroes became available.

The words he used to describe his 
feelings toward his work have stuck 
with me; he believed that ‘writers 
were very intelligent’, and that he 
would struggle in the profession. 
Having published time and time 
again, not to mention screen-
writing extensively, it is clear that his 
adolescent fears were nothing to 
worry about. But for a room possibly 
dotted with young writers, his 
message was an inspirational one - 
that imagination is the key.

Aside from his eye-opening views on 
the nature of writing, Bateman also 
gave us a glimpse into the publishing 

industry, not to mention a sneak peek 
at his latest title - Reservoir Pups - and I think it’s safe to 
say, on behalf of the students of St Columb’s College, 
that Mr Bateman was well worth a listen and we thank 
him for his visit.

Oisin Meenan
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The Pope John Paul II Award 2012

Pictured are Séan ‘Handlebars’ McAteer and Dywer 
‘Hirsuite’ Smyth who spent the month of November 
itching their faces in order to raise money and, more 
importantly, awareness, of men’s cancer issues, 
especially testicular and prostate cancers.

As Mr Smyth explained,’We felt the need to ‘razor’game 
in order to get an important message across. Both of 
us ‘gel’ well as we come ‘foam’ similar backgrounds. 
Staff have been very generous with thieir hard earned 
‘shavings’. I must say though that we are both looking 
forward to the end of the month when everyone is 
invited to our ‘after shave party.’
  
Their efforts raised £250 for cancer charities.

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Cardinal and Mgsr Eamon Martin

Mr S McAteer and Mr D Smyth

Pictured are St Columb’s pupils receiving their Award at a ceremony held in the Millennium Forum from Cardinal Cormac 
Murphy O’Connor.  Mr Thomas Costigan, coordinator of the Award in the school and Monsignor Eamon Martin are also 
pictured.

The Award was created to commemorate the late Pope John Paul II who was so committed to young people and who 
had such belief and confidence in them.

Through the Pope John Paul II 
Award, young people are enabled 
to take an active part in the life 
of their Church, in the life of their 
community and society and also 
become more aware of the role of 
the Catholic Church in the world. 
This enables young people to 
engage at a deep level with Christ, 
whose body the Church is.

The awards allow young people to 
understand that religion and faith 
is not just for learning, nor is it a 
list of rules, but that it is for living.

Mr Paul McGarry

Movember Fund Raising in St Columb’s
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Having successfully completed last year’s “Rivers of the 
World Project” which was based on our river, The Foyle, 
the challenge for this year was to produce an art work 
based on The Thames. 

Our theme was The Thames “River of Culture”

The pupils, inspired by their teacher and the visiting artist, 
Deborah Malcomson, researched appropriate imagery 
on the Internet and began a series of drawings which 
reflected the cultural aspects of the river and iconic 
images of buildings, bridges, ships and many others were 
studied and made ready for printing.

The boys attended several workshops 
where they learned the processes of 
Lino printing and Silk Screen printing 
under the tutelage of Deborah.

They were individually challenged 
to produce their own print with 
complementary quotes from literature, 
poetry and song to reinforce the 
Cultural aspect of the work.

‘Rivers of the World’ - St Columb’s College  
embarks on ‘The Thames Project’

The artist assimilated the individual prints into a single 
large scale art piece which beautifully illustrates The 
Thames “River of Culture”.

As part requirement for this project our pupils 
communicated with the pupils of our London partner 
school, Alperton Community School, via the web site 
www.riversoftheworld.org. They  forwarded images of 
our river, our school, our Art workshops and compiled 
an individual account of their experiences accompanied 
by their photograph.

This year’s project, once again, proved 
to be a great  teaching, learning and 
social experience for all those involved 
and we also exhibited the project in 
a variety of venues during November 
2012 and also to enhance the 
promotion of our school and our city in 
City of Culture 2013.

Mr Kevin O’Donnell
Head of Art and Design

Our Displays

Claire Faithorn Kevin O’Donnell 
and Noelle McAlinden

Final Exhibition on show at the Peace Bridge
Mr K O’Donnell and the Task force

involved in the Rivers of the world Project

All the schools involved
photographed with the mayor
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Ethan Browne 11H, Ryan Kelly 
11E, Dylan Browne 8K and Eamon 
Doohan 11L took their astronomy 
project: “Hot Jupiters: More 
Common or Easier To Find?” 
to the prestigious Sentinus Young 
Innovators competition in the 
Odyssey Arena, Belfast in June 

2012 where it 
impressed a 
number of the 
judges and 
spectators all curious to find out what a 
Hot Jupiter is and whether or not there 
could be other planets out there capable 
of supporting life. Their model recreated 
the transit method of exo-planet 
detection to investigate what properties 
would make a planet easier to detect.

A number of our dedicated young 
scientists also made the trip to get ideas 
for future projects and to experience 
some of the interactive activities 
provided by universities and employers.

Dr Liam O’Donnell

St Columb’s Astrophysicists 
at Sentinus Young Innovators 2012

Shower or bath?
On Tuesday 24th April 2012, a Year 13 engineering team 
from St Columb’s College earned Gold Crest certificates for 
their preparation and presentation of a challenging project. 

The team spent almost a year’s worth of curriculum 
enrichment time, workshops at Jordanstown and the 
occasional weekend drawing together a report, a variety 
of PowerPoint presentations, displays and a scaled 
model.  They first aired their ideas in public at the school’s 
Open Evening, and three months later took the train to 
Ballymena to impress a panel of three judges and visiting 
members of the public.

Back in early October, DuPont Kevlar 
had set the team their task.  Large 
heavy filters, used in the production 
of their distinctive yellow high-strength 
yarn, need to be cleaned from time to 
time.  They were anxious to devise a 
safe, quick means of cleaning and 
neutralising these filters.  At present, 

a large box-like bath is used.  
The eventual solution the team 
devised has been described by 
one of them as a “luxury, time-
saving jacuzzi”.

Terry Sweeney, Stephen 
McDermott, Darren Tierney and  
James Lynch are understandably proud of their creation, 
and will be only too happy to show it off to anyone visiting 
the Physics Labs in the senior school. Mr Liam Burns

Dylan Browne hard at work

Ethan Browne 11H, Ryan Kelly 11E, 
Dylan Browne 8K and 
Eamon Doohan 11L

Terry Sweeney, Stephen McDermott, 
Darren Tierney, James LynchPupils with their project

Filter wash model
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We recently learned that the textbook 
we traditionally use for Year 9 History 
was out of print and for the past 
number of years we had been relying 
on photocopied resources. Not only 
was this expensive but it did not 
have the same impact as a colourful 
textbook. After searching the market for 
a suitable book we found that no single 
book covered all our learning intentions 
and the best option was to write our own!

Renaissance, Rivalry and Revolution has been written 
by the History Teachers of St Columb’s College and 
designed especially for Year 9 pupils. It spans historical 
events from the fifteenth to the eighteenth centuries. The 
book engages with the turbulence and tyranny, change 
and developments that is common of the Renaissance, 
Voyages of Discovery, Reformation, Plantations and 
Revolutionary period. While it focuses on events in 
Ireland and England the topics covered also features 
historical events in Europe and beyond.  

History Department creates its own textbook

The History Department of St Columb’s 
College are particularly indebted 
to many people without whom this 
book could not have been written.  I 
would like to thank the whole History 
Department, without whose help this 
project would not have been possible, 
especially Mr Brendán Quigley who 
coordinated the project.

In addition we will like to acknowledge the team of 
pupil illustrators whose fine drawings adorn the pages 
of this textbook. While many pupils contributed to 
the illustrations a special thank you is extended to 
Liam Bradley and Conor Quigg, (10C), Christian Boyle 
and Aaron Carlin, (8G) and Mark Kelly and Tiarnan 
Robson (9G). Also we would like to acknowledge the 
professional guidance and advice of Emmet McFadden 
from Ecclesville Printing and for his design expertise. 

The textbook was finalised and printed during the 
summer holidays 2012 and is now successfully in use 
with all Year 9 classes. 

Mrs Caroline McLaughlin

Careers in Science, Technology, Mathematics and 
Engineering were to the fore at a conference held in the 
school in January 2013.

Various professionals attended the conference and 
delivered quite an array of information to our Year 12 
pupils. The professions that attended include:
• Chemical engineer/Shift manger 
 (Liam O’Connor, Seagate).
• Medical Doctor (Dr Eamon Doohan, Oak leaf 

medical practice).
• Charted accountant (Ronan Duffy, McCambridge 

Duffy accountants).
• Engineering (Francis Mason, Invista).
• Robotics/computing (Jim Harkin, Magee).

The day consisted of 30 minute presentations from all 
of the speakers. The presentations included information 
about their specific career pathways and how most of 
the speakers have themselves progressed from leaving 
St Columb’s College a few years ago.

Information regarding necessary A-level choices and 
useful A-level choices was explained. The modules and 
work rate which is involved in university and how to 
help your application was detailed along with advice on 
sandwich years and work experience. 

STEM Careers talks prove great success

How the different professions were adapted to allow for 
travel and flexible working hours was discussed along 
with the possibility of becoming chartered in these 
professions.

In addition to other topics the pupils’ main interest were 
job prospects and potential earnings in these challenging 
economic times.

Many thanks again to the professionals mentioned 
above who gave up time from their busy daily schedules 
to speak with our Year 12 pupils.

Mr Vincent Doherty
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Around the beginning of November 2012 I was asked 
if I was interested in becoming involved in this project. 
Without thinking much about it I said yes and thus began 
one of the best educational experiences I have ever had. 
The secret of success? An understanding boss, being 
ready to go at the drop of the proverbial hat and trusting 
teenagers to deliver quality journalism worthy of anything 
an adult professional journalist could achieve.  

Towards the end of November 2012 I attended a training 
day for teachers in the Verbal Arts Centre Derry. There 
we were shown examples of last year’s programmes, 
as well as being introduced to the very well resourced 
website www.bbc.co.uk/schoolreport and brought 
through the paper work and child protection issues 
arising out of working on such a project. I was suitably 
impressed and very soon Radio Foyle got in contact 
with the school. Elaine McGee is our link there and she 
wanted us to get involved in reporting on the BBC Radio 
1’s ‘Big Weekend’ being held in Derry in May 2013. 
Radio 1’s Breakfast Show was being broadcast from 
Ebrington, so on a bitterly cold January morning myself, 
Elaine, Kane McLaughlin, Jack Lafferty and Garry Mallett 
froze for the sake of journalism outside the venue doing 
‘vox pops’, that is, asking people passing by who they 
would like to see coming to Derry in May. Then Kane 
spotted one of his favourite bands ‘Two Door Cinema 
Club’ and, sure enough, he got an 
‘exclusive’ interview. 

That afternoon we headed to Radio 
Foyle where the boys were to be 
interviewed on the Mark Patterson 
programme. It was a ‘two way’ 
interview which means one scripted 
in advance with audio inserts of 
their work that morning.  The pupils 
performed excellently. After about 
thirty seconds the producer turned to 
me and said ‘These boys are good’, 
so good in fact that on the way out 

BBC School Report Project 2013

he told them that I they ever wanted to do a work 
placement Radio Foyle would certainly agree to that. 
The radio work then started to flood in: Litter on the 
streets of Derry - what are the Council doing about it? 
Teenagers street drinking - what measures have the 
Council in place to combat that? Derry/Londonderry City 
of Culture 2013 - did you know that in New Hampshire 
USA there is a Derry and a Londonderry? 
The highlight of the School Report project 2013 is 
‘School Report Day’ March 21st. On that day all BBC 
platforms take reports from students all over the UK. 
We created a URL on our website for hosting this. Gary 
Mallett and Matthew Peoples took care of the radio 
reporting on the day, having posted pictures and an 
article about Derry on the School Report website. They 
fielded questions from other pupils all over the UK about 
Derry and, in the afternoon, went live on Radio Foyle. 
The TV project on the day was a big challenge - could 
pupils from three local schools, (St Columb’s College, St 
Cecilia’s College and Lisneal College), work together on 
a thirty minute live TV programme? The BBC asked for 
six pupils for this project from our school. Step up Adam 
Beales, (Camera Operator), Ronan Foley, (Weather 
Forecaster), Jack McGeehan, (Sports Reporter), Caolan 
Flanagan, (Floor Manager), Jack Lafferty, (Presenter), 
and Peter Madden, (Editor). 

We had two full days training in 
advance and the learning curve was 
quite steep. I imagined that the BBC 
would sort of tell the pupils to push 
a button or two. In reality, however, 
the pupils did everything themselves. 
First of all they had to read all the daily 
newspapers and look for interesting 
stories. Then they created the stories, 
taking care to be accurate at all 
times. After that it was rehearsals 
with each pupil assigned a definite 
role and responsibility. By the end 
of the second day, I got the definite 

Adam Beales Camera Operator and 
Jack McGeehan Sports Reporter

Gavin Andrews and Peter Madden Ronan Foley hard at work 
on the weather forecast

Jack Lafferty on the interview couch
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impression that a close-knit team was in place. What I 
witnessed was young people growing in self-confidence 
on a challenging project. The nerves of reading autocue 
became positive performance goals. Rehearsals were 
discussed at length to see how they could improve. 
There was a definite sense of rapport. It was incredible 
to watch with what ease these young people could do 
challenging roles in a spirit of co-operation. 

The day itself was a whirl of dress rehearsals, positive 
nerves and much laughter. The show was transmitted 
live on the School Report website and via the red button 
at 2pm. It was also broadcast live on the screens at 
Belfast City Hall and Guildhall Square. How the pupils 
coped with the pressure of live TV I will never know. 
Then came the interviews both for Newsline that evening 
and also for BBC News 24. The sense of achievement 
was palpable and all involved should feel very proud of 
themselves.  

Overall, BBC School Report is first and foremost a 
tremendous learning opportunity as well as a great thing 
to put in your CV. Our school would like to thank all the 
team at the BBC for their professionalism and we look 
forward to next year. The live show can be viewed via 
this link:
www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-21866176 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell 

Elaine McGee Radio Foyle with Garry Mallett 
Jack Lafferty and Kane Mclaughlin

Our six live reporters with 
Mr O’Donnell Co ordinator of BBC project

Our team with Donna Traynor
Peter Madden (Editor) 

setting the news agenda

Garry Mallett interviewing for Radio FoyleDay two rehersals in St Cecilia’s College
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Donna Traynor reporting for BBC Newsline Jack Lafferty interviewing for Radio Foyle

Gavin Andrews BBC NI explaining how stories are put together Discussing rehersals

The pressure is on
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This year, I’ve had the great pleasure to be involved 
in different events with BBC School Report which 
empowers young people to communicate what they 
believe to be important to the public. On 6th March 
2013, myself, Kane McLaughlin and a pupil from Lisneal 
were lucky enough to be selected to interview Frank 
Cottrell Boyce, the man behind the production of the 
Olympic Opening Ceremony and an award winning 
children’s author. This year, Frank has been asked to 
be involved in the City of Culture, and he has produced 
“The Return of Colmcille”, a two day event in June, 
that promises to be fantastic. On the 6th March, the 
Playhouse hosted the launch event for the Return of 
Colmcille, where we were invited to find out just what 
lies in store in June. The Return of Colmcille will certainly 
put Frank’s creativity skills to the test, with many 
activities ranging from fireworks displays to battles on 
the River Foyle, and from concerts to mythical creatures 
swimming down the river Foyle.

Interview with Frank Cottrell Boyce

Kane and Peter with Frank Cottrell Boyce

Interviewing Fank Cottrell Boyce

Prior to the interview day, I did a bit 
of research on Frank and realised 
that he has certainly had an eventful 
career. Frank is a Professor at a 
University in Liverpool, writer of the 
Olympic Opening Ceremony for 
London 2012 and recent winner of 
the prestigious Guardian Children’s 
Fiction Prize, so it wasn’t hard for 
me to try and find inspiration for my 
questions. The interview was both 
recorded and filmed, so it was quite 
daunting to think that my interview 
would be listened to by hundreds 
of people, but when the time for 
the interview came, we were quite 
nervous but Frank’s witty nature 

certainly put us at ease. The interview itself, in my 
opinion, felt more like a casual conversation rather than 
an interview, and it has certainly inspired me to try and 
get more involved in reporting. It was a great honour 
to meet Frank Cottrell Boyce and I hope that I will have 
more opportunities to interview such fascinating people 
in the future.

Peter Madden
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Year 8 

 1st Prize Joel Quigley 

Difference

Bullies are monsters hidden in 
disguise,
Their paws so great, they tear 
us apart inside. 

We feel so alone, yet no-one 
else sees,
We’re pleading for help, we’re 
on our knees. 

Just because we’re different, 
we shouldn’t be treated wrong,
There’s nothing we can do, we’ve been left out all along.

Please, please help us, we’re trapped but no-one cares,
Every day we walk into school, full of frights and scares.

 2nd Prize Brandan Bradley

People of the world got to realise 
That we are all the same inside
No matter how hard we act
A bad name feels like a big hard 
smack
Why do we bully
Are we jealous or are we mad
Well it’s just sad
People are getting hurt now
And another don’t care
They just sit there and said
At least it’s not me
But what if it is someday
And you don’t know what to do
So am telling you now get help
From an adult
And don’t frown because everything gets better in time. 

Poetry Time

 3rd Prize Luke shirley

A bully is like a lion
They can go stealthily at any time
And pounce on their prey

The prey gets weakened
The bully sucks all the power out.
He feels invincible. 
Others around feel sorry but 
some don’t

The ones who do not feel sorry
Are too afraid to help
Would they the become part of the
Feeding frenzy?

The bully walks away.
The wounded victim
Is left alone
Not a single soul in sight.

The ones who care
Could come and comfort
But no-one does
So the lonely victim is left to suffer!

If someone helps things can change! 

Year 9 

 1st Prize adam Beales

So I’m chilling with my mates at 
break playing footy in the yard
Then the bully strolls over to me 
because he thinks he’s hard
He makes fun of me because of 
my colour
It makes me feel like I’m a 
million times smaller. 
He calls me names night and day 
Oh boy, I wish I have something to say.
Every day he annoys me,
But yet he still cannot see,
That I am getting hurt 
That is affecting, me! 
He thinks that I am a nerd,
But my friends think that’s absurd 
I am actually really tired
I wish this nonsense just retired. 
Every day he makes fun of my hair,
All he seems to do is stare.
He thinks his cool but I think his rude.

The English Department 
ran a competition 
throughout Key Stage 
3 classes on the theme 
of bullying. Here are the 
prize winners.
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All I want to be is to be a dude. 
But as the days go on he starts to want more
It gets bottled up inside and in your bed room the tears 
they pour
You think your life is over it pointless it ain’t worth livin’
But trust me if there’s one thing you don’t do, don’t ever 
give in
He thinks he’s very big
And just calls me a big fat pig. 
But in a few years, He wished he had of stopped 
Because I will be the one on top
But take this from me, nice and clear,
The big mouths out there, you no longer need to fear.

 Joint 2nd Prize Jason feenan

Cowards

Cowards in disguise
So needy
So lonely
You can see it in their eyes

They torment the small
The thin, fat and tall
But inside they’re just great big 
Cowards

Afraid to confess
That they’re a mess
You can see it in their eyes

No matter their size
You will soon realise
That inside they’re just great big Cowards

 Joint 2nd Prize  Conor o’neill

Tears running from a boy’s eyes,
Every lunch time I see him,
He cries

I hear him getting called a name,
He starts to cry again,
What a shame

This boy is so sad now, 
To be all alone but still in a 
crowd,
Bullies don’t understand that well, 
But to the other person it hurts like hell.

So stop bullying now, 
Join the fight,
And maybe this boy can get through
Another night.

3rd Prize shane devine

Bullying is everywhere, on 
Facebook, Twitter
He uses cyber-bullying.
Bullying is everywhere, in the 
playground
He hits you and kicks you
Bullying is everywhere, in the 
street
He wants your money
Bullying is everywhere, in the 
world
Bullying is everywhere

Year 10

 1st Prize ryan McChrystal

Lunchtime is always the same
That stupid mistake I’ve made
Has come back to haunt

 2nd Prize rhys McKeever

Tears running down my face
People laughing and pointing
Head and world going at a 
different pace
It’s always me fighting.

It’s only me they pick on
Even though I’ve done nothing 
wrong
All my friends left me
They just let me be

If they were to get involved
This situation would be easily solved

I want to yell
But there goes the bell
I got to go to school
For another day in this hell.

Mr Brian McGilloway
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Art and Design

The pupils of St Columb’s 
College are a wonderfully 
creative bunch. Here we 
celebrate their work in Art 
and the hard work put 
into preparing them by all 
members of the Art and 
Design Department. 

Mr Kevin O’Donnell
Head of Art

Mr John McCandless and Son Mr K O’Donnell with Ruairi McWade and Parents

Adam Beales 9B
Overall winner Big Draw

Big Draw

Eli Matta 9A Dylan McDaid 9A
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Year 8

Tiarnan Hargan, Year 9

➢

Year 9

Finn Carr, Year 8

Matthew McCullagh, Year 8

Nathan Doherty, Year 8

Aodhan Strawbridge, Year 9

David O’Connor, Year 9➢
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Year 10

Nathan Doyle, Year 10

➢

James McDaid, Year 10

Ciaran McCauley, Year 10

Jason McCauley, Year 10 Ronan McIvor, Year 10
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Year 11 & 12

Jordan Hone

Shane Morrison Marty Green

Matthew McCallion

Odhran English

Kevin Gallagher
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GCE A2 Art and Design 
St Columb’s top achievers 2012

Peter Colhoun and Anne-Marie Duffy Thomas Burke and Anne-Marie Duffy

Kevin O’Donnell, Head of Art, Peter Colhoun, Finbar Madden, Principal,
Thomas Burke and Catherine O’Hagan.  Missing from Photograph Matthew McIvor
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Year 13

James Lynch, Year 13

Oran Cummings, Year 13

Jamie Hegarty, Year 13

Thomas Nicell, Year 13

Andrew Coyle, Year 13

Oisin Barr, Year 13
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Year 14

Adam McCourt, Year 14 Conor Lamberton, Year 14

Ryan Lafferty, Year 14
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Peter Colhoun, Year 14 Niall Carlin, Year 14

Ethan Doherty,
Year 14

David McGuire, 
Year 14

➢

➢
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James Lynch

Art Exhibition AS & A2

Cormac O’Brien

Ethan Doherty

Jamie Hegarty

Adam McCourt

Niall McGroarty
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Art Exhibition AS & A2

Matthew McIvor

Thomas Burke

Aaron Creggan

Gavin Roberts

➢
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Just like last year, the Music Department has had 
much to celebrate and I hope this article manages 
to capture most of the main events of the past nine 
months. Last year’s article finished with a look forward 
towards the City of Culture, and it comes as no surprise 
that the cultural programme for the year is forming 
an increasingly important backdrop to our activities in 
school.

At the beginning of the school year, Mrs Margaret 
Burns piloted a percussion project with 9D and with 
the help of Mr Ronan McKee, completed a six-week 
intensive training course on African rhythms. This project 
culminated in an excellent performance at the Junior 
Prizegiving in October.

Shortly after this, auditions began in school for a City of 
Culture documentary from the Alleycats Company, on 
behalf of the BBC. Luke McLaughlin, a Year 11 student, 
was chosen as one of eight young people from the city. 
The documentary aims to follow each person throughout 
the year to measure the real impact of the City of 
Culture and will be broadcast in November. The Music 
Department’s main thrust at this time, however, was the 
school’s musical “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat” and in collaboration with the Drama Society 
and students from Thornhill and St Mary’s Colleges, 

preparations began in earnest in November. The 
following photographs capture the rehearsals and final 
product, and it was agreed by all who attended the 
production that it was a truly fantastic spectacle and one 
the school can be most proud of. 

The Music Department

Show’s colourful poster

9D in rehearsal with Mr Ronan McKee

Niamh McCay (Narrator) and James Kelly (Joseph)

The Christmas period was a busy time for the 
Department with performances at the Quayside to raise 
money for the PTA; Culmore Manor to perform and sing 
at a special service for the residents; Richmond Centre, 
to raise money for Children in Crossfire; and at our very 
own Carol Services.
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Cast members pose after a tough rehearsal The Pharaoh as “Elvis” (Kevin Harkin) shows 
Joseph (James Kelly) the ropes

Joseph (James Kelly) singing
“Close Every Door”

Joseph’s brothers in rehearsal Ms Connolly takes a break 
from rehearsing

The fundraising continued with a special lunchtime 
recital organised by Mrs Margaret Burns, one of a series 
of recitals that took place throughout the year. The 
focus, again, was on the charity Children in Crossfire 
and the excellent performances were greeted by a full-
house in the Lecture Theatre.

Shortly after this, three privileged senior students were 
invited to the Radio One “Big Weekend” launch, and 
were guests at the live show which was broadcast from 

Member of the Senior Wind Band perform at the Quayside Centre Recital Programme

the Ebrington Square. 

Further performances in term two included the 
entertaining arrangement of Coldplay’s “Viva la Vida” 
by Conor McLain, the Choir and senior instrumentalists 
at the Senior Prizegiving, and a joint choir project with 
St Mary’s College at the PJPII Awards to accompany 
acclaimed tenor Friar Alessandro, and which also 
included a performance from our Staff Traditional Group, 
led by Ms Priscilla Connolly.



The Columban 2013

87

(L-R) Orla McLaughlin, John Peoples, Sarah Caughey, Priscilla Connelly, 
David McNamee, Marcas Ó Murchú and Brendan McGinn just before 
performing at the Millennium Forum.

Lochlainn Ferguson showing us how it is done

As I complete this article, RTE has just recorded life in 
the Music Department to be broadcast as part of their 
live broadcasts from Derry at Easter; a number of music 
students have just been chosen to be part of the “Sixes 
& Sevens” project, an ambitious and important music 
event in the City of Culture calendar; members of the 
choir have begun attending rehearsals with the Music 
Promise Choir; a group of singers from the school show, 
under the direction of Mrs Margaret Burns, completed 
an excellent mini-concert at the Foyle Hospice, and 
the “Sync” community project is being rolled out 
throughout Derry to engage all young people in music. 
All in all, exciting times lie ahead for music students at St 
Columb’s.

Mr Brendan McGinn

Mr Darren Barr on Cornet 
accompanied by Mrs Margaret Burns

Colm Mullan and Vincent Fahy with Radio One 
presenter Nick Grimshaw

Jonathan McLaughlin being interviewed by 
Kieron Tourish for BBC News
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Joseph and His Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 
is certainly an appropriate title. As 
the curtains parted to reveal 
Joseph and his flock of 
admirers and after one got 
over the initial shock of the 
fake tan, the tone was set 
for a truly breathtaking night; 
a night showcasing all the 
fine talent in this school as 
well as in Thornhill and St 
Mary’s College. Costuming 
was quite frankly perfect, 
with that amazing Dreamcoat 
outshining anybody’s best 
sartorial efforts! 

Of course, let us not forget the actors, or should I say 
the singers? Certainly they are deserving of that title. 
The rousing musical numbers in Joseph are show 
tune classics, and they were performed as such. The 
cast were electric, blazing through the soundtrack 
with the vocal quality of a West End cast. James 
Kelly’s performance was befitting of a lead role, and 
he could have a bright future ahead of him in show 
business. Joseph’s brothers were also of real note. 
From French mournful odes, to calypso, the range of 
their performance was stunning. The show’s Narrator, 
a role filled by the captivating Niamh McCay, served 
as a central pillar to the performance. No one revelled 
in their role more though than Mr Chambers, whose 
performance as Jacob was veiled with a constant 
grin, even if he did shoot Joseph a few envious looks. 

Joseph and His Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat

My personal favourite 
though, was Kevin Harkin 
as Pharaoh, or should I say 
The King? Certainly his Elvis 
impersonation was spot on, 
from swagger to costume 
(rumoured to belong to a 
certain English teacher?) 

Perhaps most impressive of 
all though was the staging of the play. Staging 

and set design were exceptional, thanks in no small 
part to the dedicated stage crew. The elegance and 
simplicity stands out in my mind. With only a backdrop 
and some palm trees, the illusion of a desert was so 
fluidly created; a few changes and we are in an Egyptian 
palace. Without any doubt though, the highlight of the 
entire play was a ‘show - stopping’ number, which 
graces the cover of ‘The Columban 2013’, no less. As 
James sang ‘Close Every Door’ (in a solo where you 
could hear a pin drop in the auditorium), a prison was 
hauntingly created through the clever use of smoke and 
light. In every production of Joseph I have seen, crude 
bars and cages are used; it is refreshing to see a hint of 
originality, especially when it is so wonderfully executed. 
For me, this sums up this production of Joseph. It 
was beautiful, elegant and ingenious; the product of 
hard work, planning and fantastic talent. It isn’t about 
the flashy set, or the wonderul performances. It was a 
simple story, told well, a fantastically entertaining and 
wonderfully impressive staging of a classic musical. 
Broadway has nothing on the St Columb’s College 
Drama Society. 

Christopher Dillon
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Retirements

St Columb’s College principal Mr Sean 
McGinty retired in summer 2012 after forty 
years at the school as teacher, Vice President 
and Principal.

The St Columb’s head - who took over at the 
helm in 2008 as St Columb’s first lay Principal 
- looks forward to spending more time with 
his family, travelling abroad and “doing a lot of 
walking”.

“There were times when I had planned to 
retire after 30 or 35 years - so I’m pleasantly surprised 
to have lasted for 40”.

Asked why he had decided to go, he said: “There 
comes a time for everyone to consider what to do after 
one’s working life. I feel fit and healthy, have lots of 
family members scattered around the world and I would 
like to visit them while still able to do so. Then, I’d like to 
give a lot more time to hobbies - some of which I’ve yet 
to take up!”

Mr McGinty has thoroughly enjoyed his time at St 
Columb’s - both as teacher and Principal: “I’ve always 
loved the buzz of the classroom, the eagerness of 
boys to debate and even argue whilst learning. It’s 
gratifying to watch the students grow in knowledge, 
self-confidence and maturity - ready to move on to Third 
Level Education and anxious to make a meaningful 
contribution to society.

“As Principal, there are many tough decisions to be 
made, no fudging and a lot of straight talking. It’s not 
going to get any easier as the economic belt continues to 
tighten but working with colleagues to improve provision 
for our young people has been enormously satisfying as 
well as challenging. I don’t think that I would have been 
as fulfilled had I chosen any other career path.

“There have certainly been some very dark days, weeks 
and even months. When things have gone terribly wrong, 
though, I’ve often been able to derive consolation from 
the generous support of all those parents, students, 
colleagues and friends who rally round”.

Mr McGinty - whose career at St Columb’s started in 
September 1972 at the school’s Bishop Street site - 
says his early days at the College were marked by a 
“tremendous sense of camaraderie”.

“I was employed to teach English and History but I well 
remember looking at my first timetable and wondering 
if Father Tierney and Sean McMahon (the timetablers) 
had taken leave of their senses. I found myself teaching 
French, Latin, Religion as well as English and History! 
Still, I brushed up where I had to and stayed a page or 
two ahead of the boys”.

He’s also witnessed many changes during his 
time as a teacher: “Apart from the obvious 
changes in curriculum and the manner in 
which students are tested and examined, 
I think two changes above all others strike 
me most forcibly - the growing partnership 
between home and school and the changing 
nature of the role of the educators.

“Society has changed considerably over 
the past half century and schools are now 
well aware of the necessity to work closely 

with parents on almost every aspect of a student’s 
development. This has certainly become easier over 
the years and is now widely accepted - we live, thank 
goodness, in a more open society and issues which 
previously were often unaddressed are more likely to be 
resolved with parents and teachers working together”.

Acknowledging the College’s illustrious history - not to 
mention the high profile achievements of some of its past 
pupils - Mr McGinty says he has no doubt the College’s 
current crop of talent will “blaze a trail in years to come”.

“There is a danger as one gets older of thinking that the 
very best times and the very best pupils were way back 
in the past,” he says. “I don’t subscribe to that view – 
young people today never cease to amaze me with their 
talents, generosity and optimism. I’ve no doubt that 
many of our past and current students will match the 
accomplishments of our better known alumni”.

Asked if he was proud of his achievements, the former 
St Columb’s College Principal said: “I’m honestly not 
sure of what I have achieved. At times I appreciate the 
honour bestowed on me by having been made Principal 
of St Columb’s but I also realised that I was charged 
with the heavy responsibility of providing the very 
best possible education for thousands of young men. 
I’m certainly proud of the fact that I’ve worked at St 
Columb’s for 40 years but I think I’ll leave it to others to 
judge what I’ve achieved.

“It’s impossible to have worked at St Columb’s for a 
lengthy period of time and not have regrets. What are 
they? For too many years I saw only black and white. 
With age comes the realisation that most of life is grey. Be 
slow to judge and, where possible, give the benefit of the 
doubt. This, of course, is wisdom that I can freely dispense 
to others but still have difficulty accepting myself”.

Asked if he had any advice for his successor, Mr 
McGinty said: “St Columb’s is a fabulous school - 
students, staff and parents. See your position as one 
of service to the school and wider community and you 
won’t go far wrong - remember, too, that you won’t be 
able to please everyone all of the time - so don’t try to”.

Mr Finbar Madden

St Columb’s College Principal Mr Sean McGinty 
retired in summer 2012 after forty years at the school
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Mrs Paula Gallagher

Miss Paula Murphy joined 
the staff of St Columb’s in 
1993 having decided that a 
career in actuarial science 
with Price Waterhouse 
in London was not for 
her.  Paula’s warmth and 
charismatic personality 
were much better suited to 
teaching where her people 
skills would be able to shine.

Paula has contributed to the Maths department 
and more broadly to the school in very many ways.  
Early on in her career at St Columb’s, Paula was an 
enthusiastic leader on Duke of Edinburgh expeditions, 
accompanying pupils to Banagher and Gweedore.  A 
talented singer, Paula has made a valuable contribution 
to the creative dimension of life at St Columb’s.  Prior 
to the appointment of Mr Brendan McGinn, Paula led 
the Traditional Irish group and performed in the school 
show ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’.  She made history 
in St Columb’s as the first ‘Mistress of Ceremonies’ 
at the Christmas dinner, flying the flag for the ladies.   
Appreciated by her colleagues as a generous person, 
Paula conveyed to her form classes the importance 
of helping others and once raised the impressive sum 
of £2000 for Foyle Hospice and the children’s ward at 
Altnagelvin Hospital with her form class.

However, ultimately we all remember Paula for her 
exceptional people skills with a talent for bringing 
together the most diverse groups and personalities.  This 
lady could strike up a conversation with anyone.  When 
Miss Murphy became Mrs Gallagher, Paula traded in 
her sports car for a people carrier.  Family commitments 
have led to the departure of a valued and popular 
member of staff.  Paula’s good humour and friendship 
are missed by the staff and a great loss to the pupils.  

Paula was generous with time for her pupils and 
although on occasions a strict teacher, all of her pupils 
recognised how she worked with them and for them.  
Her unconventional approach yielded results and the 
relationships Paula forged with her pupils have been 
long-lasting ones.  A gifted teacher in all areas of 
mathematics, she excelled with pupils who had become 
disillusioned with school or who struggled in maths.  
She could see past their feigned boredom and apathy.  
In many respects Paula counselled these pupils and 
did make a difference to these young men, helping to 
settle them down to the business of serious work when 
it mattered.

Her smile, laughter and friendship are missed in the 
staffroom.  We all wish her every success for the next 
chapter.

Mrs Jacqueline Smyth

Mr Dermot Grant

Dermot began teaching 
in St Columb’s College in 
September 1976 and retired 
in June 2012.

He taught A-level Biology for 
many years back when there 
were only two members of 
the Biology Department and 
he also was instrumental in 
the introduction of General 
National Vocational Qualification (GNVQ) Science into 
the College and went on in time to become the Head 
of GNVQ.  St Columb’s was the first school in Northern 
Ireland to offer this qualification, which became the 
forerunner of all applied qualifications offered today.

In 1980 Dermot joined the Careers Department and was 
the motivational force in raising the profile of Science 
inside the school including GNVQ in the Sixth Form 
by organising an Information Day for these subjects.  
This was back in the days before the term ‘STEM 
subjects’ had even been thought of!  From these small 
beginnings, under Mr Grant’s guidance this Information 
Day has grown to be the biggest Sixth Form Career 
fair in Northern Ireland.  Last year it attracted over 70 
employers and visits from other schools in the area.
He subsequently became Head of Careers and in 
this position that he made influential changes to the 
Department.  One of his responsibilities has been 
overseeing of the UCAS applications for third level 
education.  His wisdom and leadership were instrumental 
in dealing effectively with a challenging and ever-
changing educational environment.  The invaluable links 
he has established  with many  Admission Officers in  
universities across the British Isles has proven itself many 
times over especially in assisting students in the post 
A-level results period of late August obtain an acceptance 
in their chosen courses.  His knowledge and expertise 
has not gone unnoticed and he has made frequent 
contributions to BBC news programmes.  Dermot has in 
recent years worked for the WELB/CASS team where he 
been responsible for organising teacher work placement 
in industry across the whole of Northern Ireland.

Dermot has in his time being involved in organising 
educational trips and was involved in the establishment 
of the hill walking club which in later years re-emerged in 
the College as the Duke of Edinburgh Award group.

Dermot has been selfless and more than generous with 
his time for many years with the Staff Representative 
Committee.

Dermot now looks ahead with more time for golf and 
travelling but possibly developing perhaps a business 
interest.

We all wish Dermot and his wife Margaret a long and 
happy retirement.

Mr Aidan Lagan
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Mr Tony Harkin

Almost anyone in the twilight 
of their career must reflect on 
what kind of a “mark” they 
have left from their decades 
of teaching.  In the case of 
Tony Harkin, there are many 
substantial marks which will 
remain visible.

He started teaching, with great 
enthusiasm, in St Columb’s in 1978, having spent the 
previous six years in St Peter’s. 

A past pupil from those years remembers him emerging 
from a prep room, delightfully geeky and brandishing 
some fascinating apparatus, possibly of his own making.

While his subjects included mainly Physics and General 
Science, his teaching path over the years ventured into 
Maths, Electronics and Technology.  During his time in 
the school he achieved a Masters in Technology and 
undertook several trips to CERN, the home of cutting 
edge particle Physics.  The fact that a substantial 
number of the school’s current Science teachers came 
through his hands strongly suggests that he imprinted 
his fondness of Science on young minds.

Tony’s all embracing enthusiasm could not be confined 
to the classroom.  Club involvement ranged from 
computers in Bishop Street to rocket launches, and 
competition entries included a Sentinus engineering 
project with Year 13s and, most recently, an array 
of home made batteries at the North West Sci-Fest.  
Impressive models and a couple of display crystal 
prizes are the “marks” left by this dedicated work.  He 
headed up “PAL” (Pupils Against Litter) which raised 
the general appearance of the school environment, and 
no-one will pass the Colmcille Garden without seeing in 
their mind’s eye Tony’s stooped form labouring over his 
latest creation.  It is full of icons of his creativity and his 
Catholic faith.  Energetic?  Yes, but only to be expected 
from the most dangerous 60 year old on the staff 
football team. 

Thursday afternoons saw Tony with a bus load of 
Curriculum Enrichment students head down to Culmore 
Manor.  And these trips went beyond his “science 
teacher” identity.  By bringing the youth of the College 
face to face with the elderly of the community, he 
infused insight and blessing into both lives.  Many see in 
Tony’s efforts the mark of Christ at work.

He now brandishes an i-Pad, and in retirement would 
love to, amongst other things, promote Physics in 
primary schools.  There is no dimming in his enthusiasm. 
The “Harkin footprint” has not finished leaving its mark.

Mr Liam Burns

Mr Cyril Maguire

Mr Cyril Maguire joined the 
staff of St Columb’s College 
in October 1993. He had 
previously taught in London 
and had been Head of 
English in his last school.
Cyril rapidly established 
himself as an erudite and 
resourceful teacher of English 
and he was appointed as 
Literacy Co-ordinator in 2002. In this role he established 
and developed the annual Reading Week for Key Stage 
3 pupils, arranging workshops and other sessions with 
visiting writers and follow up ICT activities to encourage 
creative writing. The school’s annual Reading Week has 
now become an event which is popular with both staff 
and pupils.

Cyril’s expertise was also recognised by AQA and he 
became a respected A-level moderator, working with 
schools throughout Northern Ireland and contributing to 
AQA conferences in England.

Cyril is also a talented musician and his innate modesty 
meant that this talent was initially hidden from the 
staff.  A native of Fermanagh , he co-wrote the aptly 
titled book ‘Hidden Fermanagh’ with Cathal McConnell 
and also contributed to the CD which accompanied it.  
Renowned traditional musician Fintan Vallely praised 
Cyril’s ‘considerable academic energy’ in his  review of 
this ‘wonderful CD and book.’  In recent years Cyril has 
shared this musical talent with the St Columb’s  staff 
and pupils through his involvement in the Staff and 
Student Traditional Music Group.  In the past year he 
performed during the ‘Trad for Trócaire’  assemblies, at 
the staff INSET prior to St Patrick’s Day and, to a wider 
audience, at the John Paul II Awards ceremony in the 
Millennium Forum. His talent extends beyond playing 
music as he is also a skilled craftsman who can make 
flutes.

Cyril’s love of and knowledge of literature, and music 
and his wry sense of humour will be remembered and 
will ensure that the next phase of his life is varied and 
enjoyable. His unique contribution to the staff will be 
sorely missed and we wish him happiness and success 
in his life after St Columb’s. 

Mr Brian McGilloway
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Ms Philomena Molloy

Philomena Molloy 
commenced employment 
in St Columb’s College 
in December 1978.  She 
retired in March 2012 after 
a period of thirty four years 
efficient and dedicated 
service as a member of the 
Administration Team. 
After previous employment 
at Altnagelvin Hospital, Philomena was employed 
by St Columb’s College as a Secretary.  Ultimately 
Philomena’s skills and dedication saw her being 
promoted to Senior Administrative Officer. 

During her time in St Columb’s Philomena served three 
Presidents (Reverend Ignatius McQuillan, Reverend 
John Walsh and Reverend Eamon Martin) one acting-
President (Mr Paddy Kerr) and one Principal (Mr Sean 
McGinty).  Philomena’s broad responsibilities included 
co-ordinating tasks within all three Administrative offices, 
administering Salaries and Wages and providing HR 
& finance support to both the General Manager (Mr 
Enda Rainey) and HR & Finance Manager (Ms Fidelma 
Hegarty).  Philomena also provided valuable secretarial 
support to the Board of Governors and at times 
provided aspects of secretarial support to the whole 
school community.  

In the latter stages of her career Philomena worked as 
secretary in the Senior School. Here, she developed 
a whole new set of relationships with pupils and staff 
and had shared responsibility of the Educational 
Maintenance Allowance Scheme and the Year 14 
Personal Development Week.  Her unfailing dedication 
and hard work assisted both pupils and staff in the 
smooth administration of the Sixth Form.  

During her time at the College Philomena was a very 
well-known, loyal and dedicated member of staff.    
Originally from Draperstown in Co. Derry, Philomena 
comes from a large family who have always been very 
much at the centre of her life.   

We hope that Philomena is now enjoying a well earned 
retirement with her family and wish her good health and 
happiness for the future.

The Administration Team

Mr Malachy McGonagle

Malachy’s career in Art and 
Design education spans 
39 years beginning in 1973 
when he was appointed 
as the Head of the Art and 
Design Department in Foyle 
College. He joined the staff of 
St Columb’s four years later 
in 1977 when he took up 
the post of Head of Art and 
Design and History of Art and Design. 

A committed teacher and leader, Malachy’s 
development of the department and the curriculum 
is wide ranging. Most notable among his many 
responsibilities and achievements are; Co-ordinator 
of Technology and Design (1988-1996), Development 
Officer for Moving Image Arts (2006-2009). As a 
member of the Management Team he took on 
the responsibility of Teacher Tutor to guide and 
advise beginning teachers in their Early Professional 
Development and also to welcome and introduce 
student teachers/substitute teachers to their 
professional duties (2007-2012).

Malachy is also the longest serving Teacher Governor, 
serving from 2002-2012.

To complement his notable academic achievements, 
Malachy has, over many years, contributed significantly 
to the life of St Columb’s. His stage set designs for 
every school show were truly works of art and it was a 
privilege to assist him in the painting of them. He also 
organised the annual GCSE/AS/A2 art exhibitions which 
were received with great acclaim by the parents and 
friends who attended.

Malachy’s experience and passion for the development 
of the Visual Arts, beyond the confines of the College, 
is also well noted across all of Northern Ireland. He 
has contributed significantly on a variety of panels for 
the NISEAC and currently holds the position of Chair 
of History of Art for CCEA. A moderator for GCSE and 
A-level, Malachy has also worked for DENI as a leader 
of Consortia and Cluster groups to train teachers in the 
implementation of curriculum changes.

The Northern Ireland Council for Educational 
Development seconded Malachy’s services for the 
Design Education Project (1988-1990). Also, to 
formulate proposals for Programmes of Study, Malachy 
was appointed to the Ministerial Working Group for Art 
and Design in 1991. In addition, he has represented 
CCEA on QCA Evaluation Committees for the new 
specifications and in 2008 was elected President of 
the Northern Ireland Association for Art and Design 
Education.
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Malachy’s wisdom, loyalty and confidential approach 
is greatly respected by pupils and staff. He has a wry 
sense of humour which elicits laughter and groans 
in equal measure. A fine legacy indeed!. He will be 
missed, especially by the members of the Art and 
Design Department and we wish him well on his onward 
journey.

Mr Kevin O’Donnell

Mrs Kathleen McLaughlin

Kathleen joined St Columb’s 
College in February 2008, 
having spent the previous 
sixteen years working in 
Foyle View Special School. 
She settled in very quickly to 
work in our Special Needs 
Department, bringing her 
vast experience to bear to 
the benefit of the pupils and 
colleagues she worked with. Kathleen’s first experience 
of St Columb’s College came as far back ago as 1986, 
when she worked for a spell as substitute cover for 
Mr John Peoples when he was on a school trip to 
Edinburgh. ‘I really have enjoyed my time here in St 
Columb’s College,’ explains Kathleen. ‘There is a great 
atmosphere in our Department and everyone gets on 
really well. The staff is friendly and SEN provision has 
certainly developed greatly in my time here. On thing I 
would like to see though is more consideration for SEN 
pupils in examinations in terms of timetabling. Other 
schools devote five days to what we squeeze into three. 
I would also be a great believer in tablet technology to 
help pupils with special educational needs.’ 

Kathleen intends to continue her study of Russian, 
which she began here in St Columb’s two years ago. 
She looks forward to travelling and being able to spend 
a lot more time with her beloved grand daughter. We 
wish Kathleen all the best in her retirement and thank 
her for all her hard work.

Mr Brendan O’Donnell 

Mrs Mary McLaughlin

Mary McLaughlin began 
teaching in St Columb’s 
College, Buncrana Road, 
in September 1979, when 
Monsignor J Coulter was 
President. Mary was 
employed to teach Religious 
Studies to students from 
Years 10-14. Her desire to 
widen her experience and to 

teach younger pupils resulted in Mary requesting to be 
moved to the Bishop Street campus where she taught 
Religious Studies, Geography, History and Drama to 
junior pupils. This move was seen as going against the 
trend at the time!

While in the Junior School, Mary wrote and produced 
a number of shows including Joseph. Pupil Brian 
McGilloway, now Head of English at St Columb’s, 
played the part of Pharaoh. In those days Mary had 
to improvise, using tables from the refectory as a 
makeshift stage. She also entered a group of pupils 
in the Historical Drama section of Feis Doire Colmcille 
with a play about St. Patrick. Needless to say they 
won first place. Mary organised the fancy dress at the 
annual Day of Sport which engendered great fun and 
fostered a strong sense of community. Mary again broke 
with tradition by being the first woman to serve as a 
Eucharistic Minister on the altar in the Bishop Street 
chapel and she was also a key player in the College 
soccer team!

Mary moved back to the Buncrana Road campus in the 
early 1990s. Sadly Mary’s father passed away in 1991 
but Mary was so proud to see the junior pupils from 
Bishop Street doing a guard of honour at the funeral. 
Mary organised a series of trips to Scotland and also 
took groups of pupils to visit her family farm in the 
Sperrins. She was the first woman and lay person to 
be appointed Head of Religious Studies in St Columb’s 
College, a position which she held from September 
2000 until her retirement in June 2012. 

One of Mary’s claims to fame was that she taught Ryan 
Horner, now teacher of English at St Columb’s College. 
In the late 1990s Mary was appointed designated 
teacher for Child Protection, a position which she held 
until 2004. Mary’s two sons attended St Columb’s 
College, first of all Gerard from September 1997 to 
June 2004 and later Aidan from September 2000 
to June 2007. Not surprisingly they both went on to 
take Religious Studies at A-level. Sadly Mary’s mother 
passed away in May 2012 but again the support given 
by the staff and pupils of St Columb’s, is something 
for which Mary and her brother Kevin Kearney will be 
eternally grateful.

Mary will be fondly remembered by all the staff in St 
Columb’s College. She has many qualities, but her most 
endearing gift is her integrity. Mary is a ‘mother’ to many 
staff and pupils, always looking out for their welfare and 
betterment. Mary is a warm person who treats everyone 
equally and with much dignity and respect and because 
of this many continue to confide in her and seek her 
wise counsel. Mary considered teaching to be a vocation 
and therefore gave of her time and energy freely and in 
abundance. Mary was always one for getting the craic 
going. She participated in the very memorable Colmcille 
walk on June 9th 2008 and she is always involved at 
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the barbeque stall on the Day of Sport. She also went 
on a very enjoyable staff trip to Rome in October 2009 
and then represented the College in Malta where she 
participated in an ICT conference. More recently she 
went on a school trip to Madrid where she helped to 
supervise junior pupils.

The members of the Religious Studies department 
will miss Mary especially. Mary was a fantastic Head 
of Department and as well as being efficient she was 
always amicable and ready to listen. Most of all however 
we will miss her constant supply of sweets tucked away 
in a discreet corner of the Religious Studies storeroom. 
We wish Mary every blessing in her retirement and we 
hope she will find plenty of time for her hobbies which 
include painting, gardening and walking.

Mr Mark McConnellogue 

Mrs Sheelagh Wilkinson

Sheelagh began with us 
here in St Columb’s College 
in January 1991 working 
on the Bishop Street site. 
She settled in quickly and 
soon became an invaluable 
part of our secretarial 
team. She has worked with 
three Principals - Father 
John Walsh, Monsignor 
Eamon Martin and Mr Sean 
McGinty. Sheelagh also worked with Monsignor Ignatius 
McQuillan in Bishop Street on the setting up of Lumen 
Christi College.  

We have always admired Sheelagh’s hard work and 
commitment to all aspects of life here at St Columb’s. 
Her ability to cope with the many demands made of 
her by Principals, Senior Managers and staff with good 
grace and discretion has certainly endeared her to all 
who work in this building. Sheelagh is looking forward 
to reading, walking and zumba when she has more free 
time. She is also planning regular trips to Estepona, 
Spain, where her son Stephen has a lovely duplex 
apartment. Sheelagh is also delighted with the arrival of 
a new grandchild in August 2012. We wish Sheelagh 
every blessing as she embarks upon a new chapter in 
her life, devoting more time to her friends and family. 
Sheelagh will be sorely missed. 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Mr Thomas Costigan

Tom began teaching in St 
Columb’s in January 1982, 
having previously been a 
pupil at the College between 
1963 and 1969. Graduating 
from UCD in 1973 with a 
degree in History and Politics 
and a HDip Ed, his first 
teaching post in Derry was 
in St Joseph’s. When he 
returned to St Columb’s as a 
teacher, he was based initially in Bishop Street where he 
taught History, English and R.E.

Tom spearheaded the Joint History Project in 1985 
here in the city, which saw the first collaborative links 
made with Foyle and Londonderry College. This initiative 
proved to be very successful with the two schools 
winning the local joint history project at the Derry Feis on 
many successive occasions.

This commitment to innovation characterised Tom’s 
approach to teaching and learning in History. His classes 
were renowned for being engaging, challenging and 
entertaining and had a striking impact upon his pupils. 
This was most notably apparent when in 1998, one 
of his pupils, Niall Heaney, achieved the distinction of 
first place in Northern Ireland GCSE History. Tom had 
a particular interest in Irish History and organised and 
participated in a number of memorable field trips to sites 
of historical note across Ireland.

Tom’s passion for History was matched only by his 
consideration for the pupils in his care. He was a 
dedicated form tutor as well as classroom teacher and is 
remembered fondly by all for his warmth, his generosity 
of spirit and his enthusiasm.

Tom worked for a number of years as the teacher-
librarian in both the Bishop Street and Buncrana Road 
sites, initiating the build up of the fine resources that the 
library is justly renowned for. 

He moved into the area of Careers Education and 
Guidance with a particular responsibility for pupils 
from Year 10 through to Year 12. In this role, he had a 
formative influence upon an untold number of pupils. 
Working in conjunction with colleagues, Tom lead the 
organisation of the Careers Fair for some 15 years and 
this grew to become a multi-school event with a wide 
range of exhibitors from Higher Education, Industry and 
Commerce from across the UK and Ireland. In this way, 
his contribution to Careers in Derry cannot be overstated.  

A gentleman and a scholar, Tom had a tremendously 
positive impact upon everyone that he met, worked with 
or taught and was highly regarded by all members of our 
school community. His good humour, good sense and 
good counsel will be sorely missed and we wish him a 
long, happy and well deserved retirement.

Mr John Johnston
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St Columb’s College Open Night 2013
Tuesday January 22nd

Open Night

The corridors and rooms were ready. All over the 
building, preparations were being made for perhaps the 
busiest night of our school year. It is, of course, Open 
Night 2013! Behind the explosions in the Science labs, 
the voting in the History Department, the displays and 
dancing in Modern Languages, all the lovely food in 
Home Economics and the performances of our pupils in 
Music and in PE, as well as so many other departments, 
there is a celebration of our school. St Columb’s College 
is ready to welcome our next potential intake of Year 
8 pupils and their parents. Our theme this year was 
‘Celebrating our City of Culture’. 

Opening Reflection 
by Mr Mark McConnellogue
You are all very welcome to this Open Evening in St 
Columb’s College. This year has been designated as 
‘The Year of Faith’ by Pope Benedict XVI and more 
locally we have now begun our celebrations for ‘The City 
of Culture’. This year promises to be an exciting and 
very hopeful time for this city and for our school. Faith 
and culture depend on each other; they are like the two 
wings of a bird. Culture without faith has no horizon of 
ultimacy and becomes too narrowly defined; it is like 
living in a bunker without windows. On the other hand, 
faith without culture can be blind and individualistic. It 
can lose its relevance and import in the public square. 
Faith and culture have both the same end - to help us 
find meaning and purpose in our lives, to give us the 
correct co-ordinates so that we can arrive at a proper 
understanding of ourselves, others and the world around 
us. The horizon of ultimacy to which faith and culture 
tend is truth and for many this truth is Jesus Christ.
Colmcille is the cultural icon of this college and of this 
city. If we want to grasp the important relationship 
between faith and culture, we only have to look at the 
life of St Colmcille. He was a saint and a scholar, a 
man of faith and a man of culture. In Colmcille we see 

faith and culture coming together perfectly - there is 
no contradiction. The more he grows in faith the more 
he is a man of culture. Similarly, the more cultured he 
becomes the closer to God he grows. It was once 
said that, ‘The glory of God is a person fully alive’ (St 
Iranaeus). In this year of faith we pray that we come 
to understand that faith and culture need each other, 
depend on each other and feed each other.

Mr Madden’s Address
Ladies and Gentlemen, Good Evening and Welcome to 
the 2013 St Columb’s College Open Night.  My name is 
Finbar Madden and I am the new Principal here, a post 
that I took up September last year. 

A particular word of welcome to all of you boys who are 
hoping to get a good look around ‘the College’ tonight 
as part of the process of deciding where you would like 
to go to ‘big school’ in September 2013.  Above all, 
boys, this night is for you, so make the most of it!

When preparing for tonight I started to wonder what I 
would want to hear if I was sitting where you are sitting 
tonight. It wasn’t too hard; I was sitting where you are 
four years ago, before my own son started as a student 
here.  What I wanted to hear on that night was that my 
son would be happy here; that he would be nurtured 
yet challenged to always give of his best.  I wanted to 
know that he would be able to enjoy a whole range of 
opportunities both in and out of the classroom.  I wanted 
to be assured that St Columb’s College would always 
do the best for my son.

In order to address these questions, therefore, I would 
like to take a few minutes to tell you about St Columb’s 
College and the kind of school it is.  I promise not to go 
on for too long, though, as I know that you really want to 
do is to get out and about and see the school.  To start, 
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though, I would like you to spend a 
few minutes listening to two of our 
current Year 8s (Adam Ward and Neil 
Cadieux/Ryan McGinn and Aaron 
Flanagan); they will give you a real 
sense of what it’s like being a new 
student at this great school.

This has been a great week for St 
Columb’s College.  I was watching 
the City of Culture’s Sons and 
Daughters Concert which was 
held just a couple of nights ago.  I 
soon lost count of the number of 
performers who had attended this 
school; it made me so proud to be 
part of St Columb’s.  A couple of 
days before that it was announced 
that Monsignor Eamon Martin was 
to be the next head of the Catholic 
Church in Ireland.  Monsignor Martin was also a student 
at St Columb’s and was a member of staff for 18 years.  
Indeed as recently as five years ago he would have 
been the person standing here, giving this Open Night 
address as President of the school.

I could go on and on, but that is enough about past 
students - although we are rightly proud of them.  I know 
that you and your parents are much more interested 
in finding out about where St Columb’s is going in the 
future so that you can decide whether or not you would 
like to be a student here; whether St Columb’s College 
is the right school for you.

Settling In
One of the things that you will undoubtedly notice 
tonight is that St Columb’s College is a big school.  I 
can imagine some of you already asking yourselves 
questions such as ‘How would I ever be able to find my 
way?’ ‘Would I be happy here?’ ‘Would they like me?’  
‘Would I make friends?’

These are perfectly understandable questions and so I 
would like to spend a few minutes explaining just what 
we do to make each and every Year 8 student feel at 
home.

Despite our size I can confidently boast that we know 
every child as an individual and can offer them bespoke 
personal as well as academic support.  Right from the 
start we place a great deal of emphasis on supporting 
our new pupils.  This support begins with an informal 
orienteering session in June; it is followed up by an 
intensive three-day Summer Scheme at the start of the 
summer holidays.  

During the Summer Scheme our new pupils are given 
the opportunity to get to know the school and each other 
through participation in a series of sporting, musical, 
scientific and artistic activities.  Our specially-trained Year 

14 Peer Mentors - who you will meet tonight - take part 
in these activities and continue to play an active part in 
the Year 8 Induction Day in late August and in the many 
other transition activities that our new pupils engage in 
throughout the course of Year 8.  These ‘Big Brothers’ - 
as you might describe them - do so much to assist our 
Year 8s with settling into ‘big school’.  

In addition, we help our new students and their parents 
get used to St Columb’s through our excellent Year 8 
Induction Microsite (which you can see displayed to my 
left).  This website allows you to access a wide range 
of information about being a Year 8 in St Columb’s, 
providing answers to any question you might possibly 
have.  I would recommend that you have a look at it in 
the days and weeks ahead.

Of course our staff play a key part in helping our Year 
8s to settle quickly into life at the school.  In particular 
the Year 8 Form Tutors are core to the work that we do 
in enabling each and every new student feel at home in 
St Columb’s.  Each Year 8 class will spend at least two 
hours per week with their Form Tutor, working through a 
range of strategies and materials focused on ensuring a 
successful transition from primary to post-primary school. 

So does it all work?  I believe that it does; I know that 
our boys feel valued - St Columb’s students here have 
obvious pride in their school - look around this evening 
- there are scores of boys here, giving up their evening 
to show you around.  They’re proud to be here, showing 
their school off to you.

High Quality Learning and Teaching
Ladies and Gentlemen, boys, St Columb’s College is 
a learning community.  We want your sons to enjoy 
learning and to be stimulated by it, to develop enquiring 
minds and to always be reflecting on how they could 
improve their performance.  We want them to develop 
and use their creativity and imagination.
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We have a broad and balanced curriculum that will 
enable our pupils to leave school equipped with 
everything they will need to make the most of future 
opportunities. Currently seventeen different subjects 
are timetabled at Key Stage 3 Level and twenty-eight 
different subjects are timetabled to GCSE Level (eleven 
of which are vocational).  In the Sixth Form our pupils are 
undertaking AS, A-level, Key Skills and other equivalent 
courses from a range of thirty-one timetabled subjects 
(again with eleven vocational options).  Few, if any, other 
schools can offer such breadth of opportunity!

We provide a high standard of learning and teaching. 
Our teachers are focused on making learning enjoyable 
and challenging for each and every pupil.  We start from 
the firm belief that every child wants to learn and every 
child can learn if they are provided with the necessary 
support and challenge. We support this ethos by 
employing a variety of methods that enable our pupils to 
achieve their potential.  Whether it be the everyday work 
of our teachers in the classroom, the wonderful support 
provided by our Learning Support Team, the gentle 
help of our Student Mentors or the additional insights 
provided by our many after-school subject clinics, we 
work tirelessly to ensure that each and every student is 
able to achieve his best. 

Homework is an important part of our curriculum, 
one that we have been focusing on with particular 
vigour since I became Principal. We firmly believe that 
homework enables partnership with parents and allows 
students to develop their skills and knowledge outside 
of the formal classroom setting. Homework checks 
understanding, enables independent study and develops 
research skills. Most importantly, though, it gives parents 
a way of helping their children achieve and provides a 
talking point about school. 

Above all, as educators we constantly reflect on how 
we can improve our teaching and learning practices to 
raise standards further to provide our students with the 
opportunities to become independent learners, with 
enquiring minds, who respond to challenge and who are 
prepared to take calculated learning risks. 

Working with Parents
Ladies and Gentlemen, boys, St Columb’s College 
is a school that is proud of its pupils.  Our boys are 
encouraged to try their very hardest in all areas of school 
life and all of their achievements are recognised and 
celebrated.  

To do this we work in partnership with you.  As parents 
we want and need you to be involved in the life of the 
school. Your knowledge of your child is far greater 
than ours can ever be. I believe that our school is a 
living partnership between staff, pupils and parents. 
That partnership begins in September of Year 8 when 
we invite all new parents to join us for a Service of 

Commitment here in school. Thereafter, we continue to 
work closely and communicate regularly with parents. 
Working with you, we can help your son realise his 
potential. We will always welcome your input and aim to 
provide various opportunities for you to take part in the 
life of the school. 

A successful school is one where you, as parents and 
the boys feel very much part of the school community.  I 
believe that St Columb’s is hugely successful in this way!

Developing the Whole Person
Don’t worry, boys, it’s not all about hard work here - 
although it mostly is! I believe that one of the greatest 
features of St Columb’s College is its commitment to the 
development of its students as fully rounded individuals 
who are challenged and offered opportunities to develop 
all of their skills and qualities. 

We do not judge the progress of our pupils solely by 
the exams they take and how well they do in them. We 
are working to prepare them for the roles that they will 
someday play in our society.  We believe that from the 
day he enters the school until the day he leaves, each 
boy should be making positive contributions to the 
school and the wider community. 

It is my hope that after seven years at St Columb’s your 
son will have enjoyed a range of learning experiences 
which stretch beyond the formal, academic curriculum. 
All will have the opportunity to take part in trips which will 
widen their experiences and horizons. We also host a 
wide range of visitors to the school, supporting students 
with their learning and providing role models for university 
and for professional life beyond.  As you can see from 
the prospectus, we offer a huge range of extra-curricular 
activities (in excess of 150!) and our boys are actively 
encouraged to get involved in all aspects of school life.  
We really want them to make the most of all of these 
opportunities; the more they put in, the more they will get 
out of their education and their time at St Columb’s.

Our Catholic Ethos
Ladies and Gentlemen, boys, St Columb’s College is 
a Catholic school. Helping young people to succeed in 
the world beyond school also involves enabling them 
to develop a set of moral values through which they 
can work out their own responses to the complicated 
ethical issues in the world around us. Underpinning all 
that we do in St Columb’s College is a vibrant Catholic 
ethos.  Our pupils will be enabled to develop into young 
men with a passion for justice and for helping those 
less fortunate than themselves (already exemplified 
through our outstanding annual fundraising activities). In 
a more practical way, we want our students to become 
considerate citizens in their local community, polite, 
thoughtful and with good manners. These are the type 
of young men I know you will meet as you go around the 
school tonight.
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German Department Public Speaking publicised Busy chefs

Jack and Gareth teaching Chemistry Music ‘Those Canaan Days’

The Basketball Crew Learning Support

History - an Apprentice Boy argues his case Cooking up a treat
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Enjoying the hospitality in
Home Economics Making a St Brigid’s Cross Moving Image Arts

Four members of the SRC
Adam Ward, Neil Cadieux, Ryan McGinn and 

Aaron Flanagan Year 8 Speakers

Mr McGinn in action Have a bit of heart

Engineering explained Flamenco Dancers
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You’ve already heard what our Year 8s think. Before I 
finish I would like you to listen to Dean O’Driscoll, our 
Head Boy, as he reflects on the last seven years at St 
Columb’s College. 

Conclusion
So Ladies and Gentlemen, boys, why choose St 
Columb’s College?  It must be because you like what 
you see and hear when you go round the school tonight.  
It must be because your son will want to be part of our 
community and respect its values and ethos.  It must be 
because he will want to be challenged and stretched, 
to work beyond the lessons and the school day, and 
will want to take part in the wider learning opportunities 
outside school.

We promise to provide an inspirational and creative 
learning environment that values participation and 
challenge. We will provide a professional, experienced 
and dedicated staff, fully committed to developing the 
potential of your son to be an excellent student and 
a valuable member of St Columb’s College and the 
outside world.

Pupil Input
It was the turn of Head Boy Dean O’Driscoll and four 
Year 8 pupils to speak with Adam Ward, Neil Cadieux, 
Ryan McGinn and Aaron Flanagan telling of their 
experiences of St Columb’s: the excellent and varied 
range of subjects, the after school activities, student 
contributions being valued, the warm, caring and friendly 
atmosphere and how both the summer scheme and 
peer mentoring help pupils settle in.

The final address came from outgoing Head Boy Dean 
O’Driscoll. Dean provided a moving insight into what 
attending St Columb’s College has meant for him. 
The parents and prospective pupils were then brought 
on a guided tour of the school facilities by our team of 
Prefects.   

What follows is just a snapshot of activities and 
experiences on the night.

In French, pains au chocolat, brioches and croissants 
were distributed as pupils and parents participated 
in a quiz whilst viewing interactive games, songs and 
software. The Spanish Department distributed tapas and 
there was Flamenco dancing provided by the Spanish 
Assistant Mrs Laura Pozo O’Connor along with ’Solas 
Flamenco’, while those present could pour over pupil 
work, play some fun word games and view photos of 
Spanish trips. In Irish too visitors were treated to the full 
range of resources and experienced how pupils learn 
Irish in our school through fun activities such as table 
football and darts. In German, pupil work, displays 
and resources formed a very positive impression on all 
visitors. 

Display boards highlighted recent trips to China, our 
Chinese classes as well as our Comenius trip to Munich 
and our exchange trip to Berlin.

The History Department treated visitors to ‘Derry’s 
Historical X Factor’, where participants voted on their 
favourite historical character associated with the city. 
They could choose between an Apprentice Boy, Seamus 
Heaney, Martin O’Neill, Bishop Edward Daly, John Hume 
and St Colmcille. This was organised by Miss Seaneen 
Toland. The ‘Historical Hall of Fame’ in Room 35 proved 
a popular attraction. PowerPoint work displayed the 
work of all pupils in Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4. The Fr 
Francis Collection of autographs was on show as well. 

Biology highlighted eye and heart dissections (always 
a favourite those!), skeletons and the spine, and light 
microscopy. 

In Physics, the emphasis was on fun. The Van der Graff 
machine proved ever popular. There was a hanging man 
there to teach us about friction. The plasma ball also 
garnered much attention. The ‘Jelly Baby’ wave machine 
showed how transverse tortional waves operate, such 
as water ripples, light and radio waves.  Outside the 
Physics rooms, visitors could view the Stellarium, 
representing the night sky. Chinese lanterns were lit 
outside the New Building and visitors watched them rise 
into the night sky.   

In Chemistry, several experiments were demonstrated 
by our students on Open Night, with pyrotechnics as a 
central theme. These included the spectacular “Flaming 
Hands”, “Dragons Breath” and the always impressive 
‘Thermite’ reaction.  The principles behind the Dragon’s 
Breath experiment are used in sensitive analytical 
techniques for the qualitative and quantitative analysis 
of trace amounts of metals.  The ‘Thermite’ reaction 
is used to produce small amounts of molten iron in 
industry where it is either impossible or impractical to 
get welding apparatus. The flaming hands experiment is 
of no use practically but very effective as a spectacular 
demonstration. 

Geography this year focused on developing thinking 
skills. Visitors were asked to participate in activities such 
as working out the difference between weather and 
climate. There was an ‘Odd One Out’ activity focusing 
on global issues. Earthquakes also featured as our 
visitors learned through doing. Fair Trade featured, 
with visitors being asked to taste chocolate and decide 
whether it was Fair Trade or not.

Performance was at the heart of the Music Department’s 
contribution to Open Night 2012. In the foyer, our 
traditional group welcomed guests. Upstairs in the Music 
rooms, raps were being pre-recorded and performed. 
There was also a display of decks. Visitors could also 
see ICT in action, as multi track recording procedures 
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were demonstrated. With our school show this year 
being ‘Joseph’, a scene from the show, ‘Those Canaan 
Days’, was performed much to the delight of all present.
Technology featured Key Stage 3 pupils manufacturing a 
range of products, such as time pieces. Vacuum forming 
and the use of a CNC Router impressed visitors greatly. 
There was a display of current practical work from Years 
8 to 14 as well as a focus on Derry’s Peace Bridge from 
a structural point of view.

Mathematics featured games, puzzles and useful 
software for developing mathematical skills which are so 
important in today’s world. In the Computer Department, 
our Lego League robot was on show as well as games 
created by our Year 12 students. 

Art and Design had Key Stage 3 clay making techniques 
on show to visitors. Art Room 2 hosted a display of 
project work by pupils from Years 11 to 14.  

Physical Education was to the fore, with displays of 
basket ball, table tennis; indoor football and our great 

multi-gym facilities. Visitors were most impressed with 
our new 3G pitch and its floodlights. Referees on a 3G 
pitch though need to exercise caution in awarding a 
goal as they first must make sure that the entire ball is 
‘internet’. (That one took me all winter!)

Moving Image Arts featured rapid animation, where a 
page of notes appears to be pushed into a visitor’s head 
through his ear using iStopMotion software! Pupils also 
displayed how they make their own films. 

Connected learning projects also featured on the night, 
an example being collaboration in Year 9 between 
Geography, Music, French Art and Religion on the topic 
of ‘Our Environment’, with pupils work on display to 
bring to life the complex issues such as the alternative 
energy debate.    

Many thanks for the hard work of our administrative, 
ICT and cleaning staff as well as our caretakers which 
showed off St Columb’s at its best. Thanks too go to 
Mrs C O’Hagan for coordinating this splendid evening.

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Mrs Murray and the Technology crew Head Boy, Dean O’Driscoll

An eye for an eye... A burning issue in education
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Past Pupils’ News

A Year in the Life of St Columb’s College
College Union Speech (26th October 2012)

Right Reverend Monsignor, Mr President, Sir Declan 
Morgan - Alumnus Illustrissimus, Professor McGonagle 
- Alumnus Illustrissimus-designate, distinguished guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, on behalf of everyone in the 
College I am more than happy to accept your good 
wishes.  I shall have great pleasure in conveying them to 
my colleagues and to our pupils.

First of all, may I congratulate Professor Declan 
McGonagle on the award that he is to receive shortly?  
Declan has undoubtedly made a massive contribution to 
the development of art curation, and in particular Irish art 
and the contemporary arts in this country.  He is a most 
worthy recipient of the Alumnus Illustrissimus Award and 
I look forward to being able to welcome him back to the 
College to speak to our students in the very near future.

It is a great pleasure to be able to speak to you tonight 
in what is my first address to the Union as Principal 
of St Columb’s College.  I feel that I must begin by 
expressing a great sense of inadequacy.  I feel myself 
to be something of an ‘interloper’, being the first leader 
of the College since 1890 not to have attended the 
school (having received my secondary education in that 
other great educational Northern educational bastion, St 
Malachy’s College, Belfast).  The last President/Principal 
not to have attended St Columb’s - Father (later Bishop) 
Charles McHugh - had a good excuse for not having 
attended the College - it didn’t exist at that time!  I have 
no such excuse!

That said, I have taught in St Columb’s College since 
31st August 1994 - the day that the IRA announced 
its first ‘cessation’ - and so feel that I have been able 
to internalise much of what being a St Columb’s ‘man’ 
means.  During that time I have served under three 
Presidents - Frs John Walsh and Eamon Martin and Mr 
Sean McGinty.  Each of these men brought their own 
particular personality and skills to the position and I have 

learned much from each of them.  I must confess that I 
might not always have picked up on the lessons I was 
being taught at the time, but, looking back, I can see the 
benefit of the example, advice and guidance that they 
have given me and I thank them for it.

Indeed, what a period to have taken over the reins of 
this great school.  It is - as the Chinese have it - an 
‘interesting time’ to have done so.  It’s fair to say that we 
are facing a period of immense challenge as educators.  
That said, one might legitimately wonder - was it ever 
otherwise - or will it ever be otherwise - in terms of the 
ever-changing educational scene?

The answer to that question is most probably ‘no’; yet 
the educational challenges that face us at this time are 
of immense significance. In no particular order these 
challenges include:

• Substantial economic pressures;
• Significant reduction in staff size (for example 

we are coming to terms with the loss of retired 
staff that between them had racked up over 
300 years of educational experience!).  At this 
point I would like to pay tribute to those ‘ancient’ 

Members of the Past Pupils Union
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retirees - Sean McGinty, Thomas Costigan, Paula 
Gallagher, Dermot Grant, Tony Harkin, Denise 
Kelly, Cyril Maguire, Malachy McGonagle (who 
must be experiencing a particular pride tonight - 
seeing his brother being recognised as Alumnus 
Illustrissimus, 2012), Kathleen McLaughlin, Mary 
McLaughlin, Philomena Molloy and Sheelagh 
Wilkinson.  The contribution of this group was 
immense and I thank them for it; 

• The ongoing debate over the future of transfer.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like to state clearly 
here and now that change does not threaten us in St 
Columb’s College; rather, I believe that it presents us 
with new and exciting opportunities. I firmly believe that 
what has marked St Columb’s out over the last 133 
years has been its readiness to face up to and overcome 
the many challenges that inevitably face those labouring 
in the education sector.  Rest assured that whatever 
the uncertainties we face, St Columb’s College shall 
continue to be a quality school, geared to the fullest 
human development of all its students.  I believe that 
this is because our readiness to change - whilst at the 
same time holding firmly on to what we consider to 
be the timeless and valuable core of our being - is the 
underlying theme of our school’s mission statement. 

More than anything else, I believe that St Columb’s is an 
institution that is overflowing with talent and I am already 
greatly enjoying working in fruitful partnership with all of 
those who make up the broader College community - 
governors, staff, students and parents - as well as all of 
those involved in education in the city and beyond, for 
the betterment of our young people.  Above all, though, 
I would like to pay tribute to the important work that 
is being undertaken by my colleagues on the school’s 
Management Team. I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank them for their hard work, their humour, their 
wisdom and their support.  It is greatly appreciated.  
Equally, I would like to record formally my thanks to the 
College’s Board of Governors; firstly for their wisdom in 
appointing me to the post and secondly - and much more 
importantly - for their much-valued support and guidance.  

At the beginning of my time as Principal, therefore, I would 
like to outline my vision of St Columb’s College to you.  
Quite simply, my vision is of St Columb’s remaining a 
quality school, leading the way educationally in Derry and 
beyond as a strong learning community.  An institution 
that remains deeply committed to its primary focus of 
teaching and learning through Catholic education.

At the same time, I’m sure that I do not need to remind 
you of course that - as a quality school - we in St 
Columb’s value more than just academic achievement 
- our trophy cabinets celebrate our successes in sport, 
music and the arts, and all disciplines. 

As one of our Nobel laureates and Alumni Illustrissimi, 
Seamus Heaney, put it - ‘School is not an edifice - it is 
an energy’. 

And what an energy we have displayed over the last 
year, whether it be inside the classroom or beyond 
the school’s walls!  I am not going to go into specific 
details for now, but the newsletter that you will have 
found at your table amply outlines the great work that 
has gone on in St Columb’s College over the past 12 
months as well as the fantastic achievements that have 
been enjoyed by both students and staff.  Whether it 
be academic or sporting, science or languages, art or 
athletics, extra-curricular or extraordinary, the staff and 
students of St Columb’s College continue to create a 
present and forge a future that will ensure that the name 
of St Columb’s College remains a byword for success 
and achievement for many years to come.

I would like to conclude by remembering a recently-
departed great son of St Columb’s.  The greatness of 
this school and its alumni seemed to manifest itself for 
me at a gathering in the simple parish church of St Mary 
in the village of Rouskey in the foothills of the Sperrins 
in late August 2012.  There a magnificently diverse 
congregation of the great and the good had gathered 
to bid farewell to Fr Kieran Devlin (our much-mourned 
chaplain who for the last few years offered Grace at this 
event).  Not only was the affection for Fr Kieran amply 
evident in the size of the crowd squeezed into that tiny 
church, the breadth of his life experience was revealed 
through the words uttered by Mgr Martin and Mgr 
Joseph Donnelly.  The quality of Fr Kieran as a scholar of 
Irish language, history and culture was evident from the 
presence of Seamus Heaney in the congregation.

Here then, laid bare, was the life of a son of St Columb’s 
College; a man of immense depths.  The phrase ‘still 
waters run deep’ sprang to mind and I wondered to 
myself if we had ever really appreciated the wisdom and 
life experience of the small, unassuming, elderly cleric 
who wandered across College foyer on a regular basis.  

I would be more than content if the young men that 
leave us each year turned out half as well; indeed I am 
confident that they do and will.

What we must be about, then is, perhaps, best summed 
up best by a quotation from the C18 essayist, Joseph 
Addison:

What sculpture is to a block of marble 
education is to the human soul.

Members of the College Union and friends; when 
you stood a few minutes ago to toast St Columb’s 
College I believe that you were not only indicating your 
approbation of an illustrious past, but recognising an 
institution with a vibrant present and an exciting future.  
I pledge here tonight that with the help of God we 
will continue to send out young men who will shape 
tomorrow’s world locally, nationally and internationally 
and who at some future time we may be ready and able 
to recognise as Alumni Illustrissimi.

Mr Finbar Madden 
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Declan McGonagle, one of the most 
influential figures to emerge from 
the Derry arts scene, is the latest 
recipient of St Columb’s College’s 
Alumnus Illustrissimus award.
 
The prestigious honour is awarded to 
distinguished past pupils and former 
winners include Nobel laureates 
John Hume and Seamus Heaney, 
European Cup winner Martin O’Neill 
and acclaimed musician Paul Brady. 
Professor McGonagle was presented 
with his award at the annual dinner of 
the St Columb’s College Past Pupils’ 
Union at the City Hotel on the evening 
of Friday 26th October.

At the event, Prof. McGonagle said it was a “tremendous 
honour” to accept the award.

He said: “I am, of course, very pleased, personally but 
also for my subject - the Visual Arts - to be celebrated 
in this way because the Visual Arts can sometimes be 
seen as the poor cousin of the Performing Arts and of 
the Literary Arts, as if the visual is only decorative, or 
extra and optional when it comes to public experience or 
public investment.

“Yet my whole working life - from the Orchard Gallery in 
the late 1970s, to the ICA, in London, in the 1980s, to 
the Irish Museum of Modern Art in Dublin in the 1990s, 
to the University of Ulster and now, to the National 
College of Art and Design - has been about showing 
how the Visual Arts and visual literacy can be integral 
and essential to healthy communities and to society.”

Turning to the ongoing recession and what he termed 
the “resetting of expectations and ambitions”, Prof. 

Alumnus Illustrissimus 2012

Prof Declan McGonagle receiving award 
from Mr Ian Doherty

McGonagle said: “We need a new kind of economy, 
an economy which includes social and cultural capital 
as well as economic capital... in effect, we need a 
knowledge economy; we need to make knowledge as 
well as goods and products. 

“We have knowledge in this city; we can make new 
knowledge in this city so we have to have an invested 
culture as well as an invested economy. Without both, 
and without the social cohesion which culture provides, 
we will not have a healthy society.”

He added: “There must be investment in education. 
Only an invested education system will deliver the new, 
broader competencies that we need for the future - for 
what some commentators have called the ‘next society’. 
“I am hopeful that... art and design and the arts, in 
general, will be enabled to make their considerable 
contribution to that future.”

Mr Brendan O’Donnell
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Mr Patrick McGonagle and 
Mr Garbhan O’Doherty

Mr Finbar Madden

The Thompson family with Mayor Kevin Campbell and Mr Joe Mahon

Mr Damien McKenna, Mr Sean Moynihan Jnr, 
Mr Kevin Casey and Mr Sean Moynihan

Mr Enda Rainey

Mr Stan Huey (Foyle College), Mr Mark Durkan MP 
and Mr Robin Young (Foyle College)

Mr Enda Rainey with his son Sean

Mr Malachy McGonagle and his 
brother Professor Declan McGonagle 
(Alumnus Illustrissimus 2012)

The Black family

St Columb’s College Union Dinner 2012
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A new play “Voices of the Past-Sharing Our Future” in
the Playhouse, Derry was performed on Saturday  10 
November 2012 with music composed by Inishowen 
fiddle player Tracey McGrory and singer Richard Laird. 
The show featured St Columb’s teachers Mr Brendan 
McGinn and Mr Marcas Ó Murchú on fiddle and flute 
respectively as part of a special set of performances 
on the night, one which focused on a past pupil of St 
Columb’s, Fr James McGrory. 

Songshed is a local company bringing together local 
artists for special cultural evenings of music, song and 
drama, led by award winning composers Tracey and 
Richard Laird.  On a cultural note for the year 2013, 
Tracey will be permanently donating many books 
belonging to her great-uncle, James McGrory to the 
College Library. These even include one that he read 
as a pupil at St Columb’s a hundred years ago, with a 
personal note inside from the student.  

Significant historical centenaries during the decade 
ahead provide all of us with the opportunity to gain a 
greater understanding of our shared past.  The Inishowen 
composer, Tracey, has also been give a Chalice that has 
been in America in a box for 60 years and she will be 
lending it to St Columb’s for the year of Culture! 

Tracey’s granduncle Fr James McGrory’s War Diary 
details that her grand-uncle was wounded at the Battle 
of Passchendaele on 21st October 1917. The full 
diary has 800 pages.  She said “I really look forward to 
bringing the books and Chalice to St Columb’s College”. 
They will no doubt be a centre of interest in the months 
and years ahead. This musical exploration looks at how 
that shared past shapes our relationships today and 
College pupil Callum McIntyre read several selections 
as Father James, bringing his notes from the early 20th 
century to life.

Mr Dermot Carlin of the College Archive has added the 

Play Remembering Former College Pupil

details from Fr Kieran Devlin and Bishop Daly’s book 
that  Father McGrory was born 1881, Dunree, Buncrana 
and was ordained a priest in 1909 in Rome. He was 
educated in Desertegney NS; St Columb’s College, 
Derry as well as the Irish College, Rome. Among his 
appointments were 1909-14 when he was on loan to 
the Archdiocese of Glasgow (Holy Cross; St Anne’s, 
Glasgow). Importantly for Tracey as a relative, he served 
in 1914-17 as chaplain to the British Army and she has 
been researching his “War Diary” as a personal project 
which she hopes to bring to literary fruition.

He served the people  as CC Coleraine1917-19; 1919-
22 CC Limavady; 1922-27 CC Craigbane; 1927-28 CC
Carndonagh; 1928-32 CC Donagheady; 1932-37 
no record; 1937-39 CC Ardstraw East; 1940-50 CC 
Termonamongan. In 1950, he  retired due to ill health 
and died on 5 August, at Warrenpoint and is  buried at 
Desertegney.  To read more there is also an article on 
Fr James McGrory by Fr Desmond Mullan in “Derriana 
1981/2” which gives more detail on his most interesting 
life.

Mr Marcás Ó Murchú

Mr Brendan McGinn and Tracey McGrory Fr James McGrory’s chalice

Handover of Father McGrory’s Chalice, Dr Andrew Carlin, 
Librarian, Tracey McGrory, Mr F Madden, Mr M Ó Murchú
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Adam McCourt is a most recent past pupil, having 
left St Columb’s College in June 2012. However, 
since then Adam has been on a bit of a rollercoaster 
having successfully auditioned to be part of the Hofesh 
Shechter group to perform the music at Political Mother. 
A further four past pupils were also successful, namely 
Robert Peoples (Violin/Viola), Shane Darrell (Viola), John 
Duffy (Electric Guitar) and Kevin Harkin (Electric Guitar). 
Political Mother was an outstanding success and will 
be celebrated as one of the highlights of the City of 
Culture calendar. In this article, Adam details not only the 
musical experience but the impact it has had on his own 
life. The performances took place on the 8th and 9th 
March 2013 respectively.

Mr Brendan McGinn

Adam on bass guitar during rehearsals

“There is something in it for everyone. Whether you’re 
looking for powerful, moving dance, exotic strings and 
classical music or resounding guitars, thunderous drums 
and loud rock music, it’s all in there.........even though a 
lot of people come out not really sure what it was about, 
or not completely understanding it, it still shocks and 
surprises them.” Hofesh Shechter

My Hofesh Shechter Experience by Adam McCourt

Dance images from Political Mother

Adam performing on a raised stage area

One of the most talked about events in the City of 
Culture is The Hofesh Shechter Company’s Political 
Mother (Derry~Londonderry Uncut); consisting of 22 
local musicians with an added 11 company musicians 
and 16 company dancers. It is without a doubt the most 
diverse and exhilarating production I have been a part of 
as a musician.

The three years and over three hundred performances, 
the company decided, after previously being performed 
roughly ten times, to bring their uncut show to Derry and 
by simply attending workshops and the audition, I was 
one of the lucky 22 to be selected.

I withdrew from University to pursue my passion for 
music and this couldn’t have come at a better time. It 
has given me the opportunity to see the amount of work 
that goes into such a big production, but also let me 
live, for seven weeks, doing what I plan to do in the near 
future and further on as a career.

If I’m being honest, the concept of live music with dance 
was something I had never even thought of before... But 
there I was, standing on top of a six metre high stage 
playing music with a fully choreographed contemporary 
dance routine going on just below me, and a massive 
band around me.
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Being up on that stage has been the biggest highlight of 
my musical career and definitely something I will never 
forget. The emotions I felt up there were unbelievable 
and I think it was the same for everyone; seven weeks 
of preparation all led to these two performances. There 
was a lot of love, pride and happiness in everyone 
involved - and also in a lot of the audience members 
seeing their sons, daughters, nieces, nephews and 
friends all up performing.

There is also a reflective aspect to the music and the 
dance, like a story that you are a part of as a performer 
in the show.  Being part of something completely 
new and different to me was special, and as a result, 
the experience showed me a whole new aspect and 
experience of music, which is something hope to take 
with me wherever I go.

I wish to keep in contact with all the people I have met 
and worked with along the way for as long as possible 
and maybe even work with them again. I have gained 

many friends from all over the world thanks to this 
experience.  I have also taken on board how other 
musicians got to be where they are today, from how they 
started dancing or started playing music up until how 
they got working for the Hofesh Shechter Company. And 
every minute of it has been so immensely surreal and 
inspiringly fantastic that I just didn’t want it to end!

Adam, right, with past pupil John Duffy, far left, playing 
electric guitar

Adam McCourt

Professor John McCloskey, 
a Geophysicist and a former 
pupil of this school, came to give a lecture to the young 
Physicists and Geographers of St Columb’s College on 
the 10th April 2012, where he talked about his research 
into predicting earthquakes. 

His research involves the study of crustal systems 
and earthquakes physics and he now concentrates 
on the study of stress interaction triggering-whereby 
earthquakes can somehow communicate, one 
earthquake making another more (or less) likely. He and 
his very talented team have undertaken lots of research 
into the way in which earthquakes work and also the 
location of the earthquakes still to come. He said, 
‘Although one can’t simply predict when an earthquake 
may occur one may be able to predict the location that 
it strikes.’ Professor McCloskey believes that, based on 
past locations of earthquakes and where the epicentre 
of those earthquake are found, you may be able to tell 
where the next earthquake in that area is likely to occur. 

Following the great Sumatra-Andaman earthquake 
on the 24th December 2004, his group used these 

Professor John McCloskey
techniques to successfully forecast the 2005 Simeulue-
Nias earthquake which had a magnitude of 8.7 on the 
Richter scale.  He believes that it is evident that stress 
interaction calculations can identify those geological 
structures that are most likely to produce damaging 
earthquakes in the near future and can lead to forecasts 
of their likely consequences and that the people living in 
those areas must be prepared. 

Professor McCloskey now concentrates most of his 
efforts in Sumatra, where he feels a connection with the 
island and its people through regular visits. In addition, he 
has published more than ten papers in top journals and 
is a regular contributor to the national and international 
media, ‘where he argues for greater dialogue between 
the scientific and humanitarian communities in developing 
countries’- (University of Ulster website)

After winning many awards such as - the ‘European 
Geophysical Society Young Scientist’s Publication 
Award’ - 1994 for paper ’A Hierarchical Model for 
Earthquake Generation on Coupled Segments of a 
Transform Fault’, Professor McCloskey is most certainly 
one of the most accomplished Geophysicists of his 
generation and, as a past pupil of St Columb’s we are 
extremely proud of his success in a field he obviously 
has an unremitting passion for. We wish him every 
success in the future in his research that he and his 
team are currently undertaking and also take this 
opportunity to thank him for his time and effort in giving 
us a place within his busy schedule to give us a very 
fascinating and interesting lecture! Declan Frith

Former pupil returns 
to St Columb’s 
to explain his 
Geophysical research
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Having been asked to give a description of university 
life for this year’s ‘Columban’ I’ve had to try and pick 
the aspects that are both important and interesting 
and condense this piece as a full description would be 
too long. I finished my A-levels last year as a Year 14 
and promptly hopped on the boat to England (it had 
always been my dream to get out of Derry), and I am 
now a First Year student at the University of Manchester 
studying Modern History with Economics. I suppose 
the most important thing I can say is that if you are 
like me and plan to leave Ireland, it is vital to get an 
English bank, i.e. a bank that deals in England such as 
Halifax, Santander or HSBC, simply because if there 
are any problems with your finances, or if you lose your 
bank card, you can get sorted a lot quicker with an 
English bank. This is the sort of thing I did not learn in 
‘The College’ but rather from my own family. You will 
receive your own address and are living on your own 
away from your parents for the majority of the year, 
so independence is a big factor. Of course, balancing 
your budget is hugely important. For example, I receive 
a £1500 loan from Student Finance NI per semester, 
which is spread across three months, and you receive it 
four months before your next instalment. Therefore, out 
of that £500 per month, you will have to pay rent which 
can sometimes be as high as £130 per week, so in 
effect, wiping out your loan. So for basic things such as 
food, which due to careful planning and dieting, can be 
brought down to as little as £15-20 per week as long as 
you are prepared to travel for it. Then there are of course 
the nights out which will 
still cost quite a bit of 
money, so having 
that extra bit of 
income is 
vital, be 

it through a job that you may be lucky enough to get or 
through home support.

There are numerous life-style changes at Uni, as most 
people would expect. Obviously there is the vast 
improvement in nightlife which I think no-one needs 
described in too much detail, safe to say most Year 
14s have an idea now about they think nights out at 
University are like and I am yet to meet anyone who has 
been disappointed. It is most definitely better than going 
to Sugar every Friday night. Also, when on nights out, 
you meet a lot more characters. In Derry there tends 
to be a trend that loads of people follow, particularly in 
clothing style, but once you go away all this changes. 
With regards to music, the range is also far better, as 
opposed to listening to Radio 1’s latest chart on a night 
out, there are clubs dedicated to pop, techno, house, 
bass, indie, rock, and all genres of music are catered for 
once in University so there need not be a repetitive night 
out. 

Again, one of the most looked-forward-to aspects of 
uni life is of course Halls. I will keep this short, small 
rooms yes, but that matters little. It is all you need really, 
but what makes halls so good is; regular parties, great 
socialising and on that point, chances are the best 
friends you will have at uni will be the friends you make 
in halls in your first year. The only real downside to halls 
is the (usually) weekly fire alarm test at a ridiculous hour 
of the morning, which at uni is something like 11am, 

which wakens you. Halls 
are one of the better 

aspects of university 
to look forward 

to.

Ciaran Brown - Life in University in Manchester
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I suppose it would now be appropriate to talk about the 
courses themselves being as they are the reason for 
university. I will dedicate as much of this article to the 
same degree people dedicate their time to their courses in 
their first year: aye they are fine.

However, in all seriousness I will say what most students 
are probably sick of hearing by this stage because I was 
too. I hated hearing the following words and ignored them 
most of the time, but at St Columb’s, you are spoon-
fed. That was the biggest change for me, and still at 
the point of writing this, which is the start of my second 
semester, I haven’t really adapted to the lack of interest 
your tutors and lecturers have in your work. There is very 
little support available at Uni, although most have a huge 
wealth of resources available, but it is up to you to access 
it. To lecturers and tutors, you are not much more than 
a number, they have a pass versus fail ratio, and if they 
think you will upset that ratio because you don’t go to 
class or do their work on top, they will have no problem 
at all in kicking you out of class. This is the biggest thing 
to prepare for, within a few weeks which will fly by you 
will have tests and essays due in. There is no respite at 
the beginning, but you will need to hit the ground running 
(after Freshers Week that is). Also, most of the contact you 
will have with your tutors or academic advisors will be via 
e-mail, and they will not contact you with problems but 
you will have to contact them. 

That is the only real thing I will write about, that is without doubt something you will have to prepare for the lack of tuition 
and the need to motivate yourself to do the work. So my advice is - prepare mentally for budgeting time and money so 
that you can successfully do work at reasonable times, and still be able to afford (again, both in financial terms and time-
wise) nights out with friends. Truthfully, this has been the best year of my life so far, and I have no doubt that many of 
you will enjoy it as well. The craic is great and the work enjoyable if you have chosen the right course. Good luck with the 
exams and the results and I do hope you all get to do what you want to do next year.

Ciarán Brown

Jamie Doherty in Paris
In September I booked a one way ticket to Paris to go and study French at the University of London Institute in 
Paris. Admittedly, the nerves didn’t kick in until I was driving up to Belfast to get the plane. I was eager to head 
off to university and to live in Paris. Coming from Derry it was all a bit surreal. That morning I left a city where 
everything is literally 5-10 minutes away and arrived in a city with several million people in population and 
getting into university takes half an hour on the train! In Paris, there’s always one event or another happening. 
From La Nuit Blanche, where all the museums stay open until 6 or 7 in the morning and when some of the 

tallest buildings in the city open their highest floors so you can get an unbelievable view of the city, to free 
concerts in various venues. One of the things that I was worried about when I arrived was speaking the 
language. Having studied French at St Columb’s from Year 8 right up to Year 14 I had a fair knowledge 
on the language. However, there’s a massive difference between sitting in a classroom with Mr Kearney, 
Mr Peoples or Mr Prigent rattling on about grammar and tenses to being completely submerged in the 
language. There’s only so much two conversation classes a week can do! But you can always, if needs be, 
resort back to English. But there’s not much point in that if you’re studying French in Paris. To 
be honest, I’ve been having considerably more difficulty with English people trying to understand 
my English because of the accent than French people understanding my French! 

Jamie Doherty
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On the night of Wednesday April 10th 2013 St Columb’s 
College hosted a very successful concert of music and 
songs from the movies. The concert was organised by 
the College Past Pupils’ Union as part of our contribution 
to the City of Culture celebrations. St Joseph’s Brass 
Band from Strabane, (featuring Mr Darren Barr on 
Cornet from our Mathematics Department), as well as 
top musical talent from among our own pupils, put on 
a truly memorable performance of classic Hollywood 
tunes, and the soloists Ciaran Simpson, Anne-Marie 
Simpson and Conor McLain put in outstanding 
performances. All in all, the audience were treated to a 
great evening of music and song.  

St Joseph’s Brass Band - 
Programme of Music

First Half
1. 20th Century Fox Theme - 
 Alfred Newman/arr. Noel Barr
2. Imperial March from Star Wars - 
 John Williams/arr. Sandy Smith
3. Bring Him Home - Claude-Michel Schonberg/arr. 

Keith Wilkinson - (Soprano soloist - Ciaran Simpson)
4. Theme from Moulin Rouge - David Baerwald/arr. 

Jan Van Kraeydonck 

City of Culture Brass Band Concert

5. Do Nothin’ Till You Hear From Me - Duke 
Ellington/arr. Tom Harper - (featuring Darren Barr)

6. New York, New York - 
 John Kander/arr. Thomas Wyss
7. I Dreamed a Dream - Vocal solo by Anne-Marie 

Simpson/accompanied by Ryan Quinn 
8. C sharp minor Nocturne No.20 (Chopin) - 

Marcus Pleijzier on piano

Second Half
9. Coldplay’s Viva la Vida - soloist Conor McLain, 

members of the School Choir, String Orchestra 
 and Year 13 Curriculum Enrichment Group/Arr. 
 B McGinn
10. Batman The Movie - Danny Elfman/arr. Alan 

Catherall 
11. Georgia On My Mind - Hoagy Carmichael/arr. 
 Alan Morrison - (Cornet Soloist - Darren Barr)
12. Feather Theme from Forrest Gump - Alan Silvestri/

arr. Sandy Smith
13. I Will Follow Him - Plante, Pourcel, Mauriat & 

Gimbel/arr. Goff Richards - (Trombone Quartet - 
Markus Michel, Michael Doherty, Danny Simpson, 
Eugene McDaid)

14. Gonna Fly Now (Theme from Rocky) - Bill Conti
Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Members of the school choir with Conor McLain

St Joseph’s Brass Band

Mr Brendan McGinn (Head of Music), Mr Darren Barr, 
Mr Noel Barr, Mr Finbar Madden

Mr Darren Barr
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Sport

A new state-of-the-art synthetic playing field (with 
bespoke floodlighting) was opened at the beginning of 
February 2013 at St Columb’s College, thus bringing 
two years of planning and five months of construction 
to fruition.  The new 3G pitch provides a full-size 
soccer field, a training-size Gaelic football/hurling 
field, three mini-pitches for 5/7/9-a-side football and 
accommodation for rugby training/tag rugby as well as 
options for other suitable sports such as cricket and 
athletics. 

The project - which was initiated by Ms Fidelma Hegarty 
(HR & Finance Manager) and Mr Eamonn Burns (Head 
of PE) - came about after a successful funding bid was 
made to Sport NI Capital Funding Programme.  The 
pitch, which has cost approximately £580,000, has 
been funded by Sport NI and St Columb’s College.  
An additional £60,000 funding bid, made to the 
Arts Council/ILEX for a 3G storage facility was also 
successful.  This facility has now been built as an annex 
to the College’s existing Sports Hall. 
 
Mr Eamonn Burns, Head of PE at St Columb’s College 
said that ‘The 3G Pitch will provide a much needed all-
weather, floodlit sports facility both for pupils attending 
the school and for local clubs or groups who will be able 
to hire the pitch out of school hours.  It is a fantastic 
facility which will enhance the PE and sports experiences 
of St Columb’s pupils.  PE and sports staff within the 
College are very much looking forward to utilising the 
new 3G facility to help us add to our already notable 
sporting achievements’.

The Principal of the College, Mr Finbar Madden, 
expressed his delight that the 3G pitch was finally ready 
for use.  Mr Madden stated that ‘This is an outstanding 
facility, one that will enable our pupils to continue to 
challenge for the highest honours in a wide range of 
sporting endeavours.  Equally importantly, it will allow 
us to provide a much-needed facility that the wider 

community can access, bringing it right into the heart of 
our school.  I congratulate all who have been involved 
in bringing this exciting venture to fruition’.  Mr Enda 
Rainey, President of St Columb’s College Past Pupils’ 
Union  said that he was impressed with the new 3G 
facility and wished the College every success with its 
new venture. 

Ms Fidelma Hegarty, St Columb’s HR & Finance 
Manager, said that she was delighted that the funding 
bids for the project had been successful.  She added 
that she wished to thank Sport NI, the Arts Council/ILEX 
and the school’s Board of Governors for providing the 
funding required to bring the project to completion.  She 
also expressed thanks to the College’s Management 
Team which gave its support and encouragement to 
the 3G vision, to Sean Brown (Taylor & Boyd) for his 
specialist technical advice and guidance over the last 
two years, to the Greater Shantallow Area Partnership 
for their valued input and to former pupil Aaron McEneff 
(now an apprentice at Tottenham Hotspur FC) who 
made a compelling presentation to the school’s Board of 
Governors when approval was being sought to proceed 
with the 3G pitch initiative.  

Ms Fidelma Hegarty

St Columb’s College unveils its new 3G Pitch
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Soccer

1. What is your earliest memory of playing soccer?
 Playing up in the Bishop’s Field with ‘Big Ugg’ and 

Tristar. I enjoyed it so much that I spent the rest of 
my youth playing for ‘Jon Clifford’s Tristar Boys’ 
Football Club’.

2. Who or what influenced you to 
 choose this career?
 My father, Paul, as he had such a successful 

football career, captaining Derry City to many titles. 
He was also the first captain of a St Columb’s team 
to win a NI Cup. It was he who took me to my first 
ever Tristar training session and the rest is history 
as they say.

3. Tell me about some of your 
 recent successes?
My most recent successes include 
breaking into Derry City’s first team and 
scoring my first league and cup goals. 
Also, getting my first cap and scoring for 
Northern Ireland not to mention my NI 
Cup successes with St Columb’s.

4. What was the toughest challenge 
you’ve ever faced on a football pitch?
One of the toughest challenges I have 
faced in a match was when representing 
St Columb’s in the NI Cup in Year 10. 
We were getting beaten 1-0 with only 

ten minutes to go and we somehow 
managed to come back to win 2-1 under the 
management of the legendary Mr George Doherty, 
Mr John Fullerton and Mr Gavin McCay. 

5. What are your short term targets?
 To secure a regular starting place in Derry City’s 

first team, scoring as many goals as possible along 
the way and achieving top grades in my A-levels. 

6. What are your long term targets?
 Obviously, I would love to get a dream move to 

England or elsewhere at some stage in my career. 
However, my education will always be a priority in 
order to keep my options open!

Ryan Curran, a rising star

St Columb’s College Open Night 2013

Ryan Curran was a 
member of the Derry City 
squad which won last 
year’s FAI Cup.  Ryan 
took a bit of time out of 
his hectic schedule to talk 
to us about his football 
career.
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7. Is there any player in particular you admire and 
why?

 One player I have great respect for is James 
McClean. He was a young player who wasn’t very 
well known but he has proved that by working hard 
everyday you can reach the top level. This should 
give all young local players the belief that they can 
make it across the water. On the field, I admire 
Wayne Rooney as not only does he have so much 
natural talent, possessing the ability to create and 
score goals but he also works tirelessly for his team 
mates.

8. Who is the best player you’ve played with? 
 James McClean although there are several other 

players I have played with and currently play 
alongside that have immense natural ability as well. 

9. Who is the best player you’ve played against?
 Scott Sweeney from my younger St Columb’s 

years! He’s my role model and I sincerely hope that 
one day I reach his level!

10. How hard is it to be a success in soccer?
 It is most difficult indeed as you can never really 

say that you have made it; it’s always possible to 
achieve more. Playing with a club like Derry City 
requires a lot of work and discipline as we are more 

1. What is your earliest memory of 
playing soccer?

 My earliest memory would have 
to be when I was 8, playing my 
first match for Don Bosco’s out in 
Ardmore. It was the worst weather 
you could get for a football match, 
gale force winds, hailstones, heavy 
rain and what made it worse was 
that we got beat about 12-1 or 
something, I’ll never forget it.

2. Who or what influenced you to 
choose this career?

 From an early age I always had a 
football at my feet and it was

 actually Corey Hegarty who 
got  me to join Don Bosco’s with him when I was 
eight.  From then on I always played for a club. I 
have learnt a lot from each coach that has worked 
with me and every one of them has contributed in 
some way to help me get to where I am now. My 
dad was a big football fan and it is because of him 
that I found the interest for the sport. Both he, my 
mum, and the rest of my family have supported me 

Aaron McEneff - what ‘Spurs’ him on

through everything. But in my opinion 
the main influence on me choosing 
this career has been myself, it is what 
I’ve always wanted. I set myself a goal 
and no matter what, I worked hard to 
achieve it. 

3.  Tell me about some of your 
recent successes.
A few weeks after I had signed for 
Spurs, we played Chelsea and beat 
them 5-1 which was unreal. More 
recently though, I got called up to the 
N Ireland U19 squad for the European 
qualifiers which is an age group above 
mine and it was a great experience. 

4. What was the toughest challenge you’ve ever 
faced on a football pitch?

 The toughest challenge was definitely playing 
against Germany for N Ireland as an U16, over in 
Germany. They were the best team I have ever 
played against and in doing so I was marking 
Serge Gnabry who has recently made his first team 
debut for Arsenal. It wasn’t the easiest of tasks!

or less a full time club although a lot of the players 
have jobs as well. Obviously, balancing my school 
work with my training regime is vital for me!

11. Have you any rituals that you carry out 
 before a game?
 I don’t really have any rituals as such but if I play 

well or score in a match, the next game I play in, I 
do all the same things to prepare. For example, I 
like to clean my boots but if I play well I don’t clean 
them again until I play poorly.

12. If you could play for any team who would it be 
and why? 

 Definitely NOT Leicester City! Sorry to disappoint 
you, Mr Green! It would obviously be Man United, 
the team I have supported my whole life. However, 
I am delighted to be playing with my home town 
club, following in my father’s footsteps. 

13. Finally, what advice would you give the up and 
coming St Columb’s College soccer stars and 
indeed any young player? 

 Work hard and never give up! Industry is the key 
in all sports. Indeed, if you listen to the recent 
interviews by our successful Olympians, they 
always emphasise how hard they worked to 
achieve their goals.

Mr Eamon Burns
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  5. What are your short term targets?
 My short term targets are to get my 

international clearance through at 
Spurs and play well in the U18 League, 
FA Youth Cup and the NextGen series 
(an U19 Champions League).

6. What are your long term targets?
 My long term targets are to become 

a first team player, hopefully at Spurs 
but if not, at another professional club 
and to have a good career within the 
game. 

7. Is there any player in particular you admire and 
why?

 I admire Paul Scholes, he’s a legend! He does all 
his talking on the pitch and when he’s off it, he 
just carries on as a normal person and never gets 
involved with any bad publicity. He’s still running 
the show with his passing and ability to control the 
game at the age of 38. He’s just a different class.  

8. Who is the best player you’ve played with? 
 I’ve played and trained with a lot of great players 

such as Edgar Davids, David Bentley and Tom 
Carroll. But the best would definitely have to be 
Jermaine Defoe! It may have only been in training 
and in a training game but everything he did was 
with quality of the highest standard.

9. How hard is it to be a success in soccer?
 People think that to be a success in soccer all you 

need is a bit of skill on a pitch, but I can tell you 
now it is much more than that, especially in the 
modern game at the highest level. The best thing 
and probably the most accurate thing I’ve heard 
came from Brad Friedel a few weeks ago. I was 
chatting to him and he told me to “be selfish but 
stay humble”. This saying has stuck in my head 
and it is 100% fact. Soccer players have the fame, 
the money, the cars and the house which is all 
great but with that you always have to remember 
where you came from and keep your feet on the 
ground. To be a success, you have to have a 
single minded approach but be able to fit into the 
collective group at the same time. Not only do you 
have to be good technically and tactically but you 
have to be well prepared, physically and mentally 
as well, because there are a lot of ups and downs 
in football. Hard work will take you a long way; your 
talent will take over and do the rest.    

10. Have you any rituals that you carry out before a 
game?

 Before every game I have to make sure that my 
boots are clean, I have to wear white tape around 
my right wrist to cover up something I wear all the 
time. I also wear tape on my socks and I’ll admit 

it lads, the moisturiser has to be on, along 
with the gel for the cameras........

11.  What are the main differences         
between life at St Columb’s and        
Tottenham? 
The main difference is that life at St 
Columb’s is where football is based around 
education whereas life at Spurs is where 
education is based around football. Every 
day here the focus for us is to improve as a 
player but in the long run football may not 
work out for some reason and education 
may be needed. Therefore in my opinion, 

it is still an important aspect. The other massive 
difference is when I’m walking down the corridor 
these days, instead of walking past a few teachers, 
I walk past the likes of Gareth Bale, Sandro and 
Aaron Lennon.  It’s a completely different life. 

12. What are you enjoying most about 
 being at Spurs?
 The thing I am enjoying the most would definitely 

be the chance of being a full time footballer who 
can train at an amazing training facility everyday in 
order to progress and get better. Other bonuses 
include being able to go to every 1st team home 
game, seeing and chatting to all the big players 
who last year I would have watched on ‘Match of 
the Day’. Living in London is amazing, even though 
it is hard being away from people back home that 
mean a lot to me. 

13. When you score the winner in the North London 
Derby for the first team, how will you celebrate?

 If this ever happens, it will be an unbelievable 
feeling!! My celebration would definitely be to run 
over and point towards my family because I know 
for a fact without them and their support I couldn’t 
have done it.  

14. Finally, what advice would you give the up and 
coming St Columb’s College soccer stars and 
indeed any young player? 

 For any of the boys who are coming through at 
the College, I would say that hard work in both 
football and school is the key to doing well. I would 
also advise young players to stay away from all the 
negatives like drinking and stuff at weekends if they 
want to make it at a good level, because it’s just 
not worth it. On the pitch I’ve learnt that physically, 
all of us College boys are never as strong as the 
big, 6ft 2 players in England, who are built like 
machines, so don’t wait about, hit the gym and 
get physically stronger and quicker! But the most 
important thing I’d say to anyone is, no matter 
how hard and bad things get, never ever throw the 
towel in and give up because if you keep going you 
will always be rewarded in the end! 

Mr Ryan Horner
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The sporting theatre of Ballymena Showgrounds was 
once again filled with the flowing footballing talent of St 
Columb’s College. This year’s U14’s were eager to take 
back what belongs to them. However, stood in their way 
were St Louis’ (Ballymena), a direct and battling team. 
Casting a keen eye over the N Ireland School FA Umbro 
Cup were a large contingent of St Louis supporters who 
had made the shortest of journeys to bay for blue blood. 
Little did they know that on this evening the boys playing 
the beautiful game would succeed and steal back the 
trophy from St Louis’ back yard.

All was in place for a giant killing. The swirling, gusting 
winds brought an even sterner test to the College boys 
and now they were battling both St Louis’ and mother 
nature. In a scene reminiscent of “300” the College 
troops strode forwards earning a free kick just outside 
of the penalty area.  As Rory Holden fired the ball into 
the box a number of College players attacked and rose 
above to head the ball goalwards. Although claimed by 
Darren Rush and Conor Quigley and nine others, only 
the St Louis’ goalkeeper could tell the truth as to how 
the ball ended up squirming over the line for an early but 
much deserved opening goal.

Manager Mr Tracey breathed a sigh of relief and hoped 
that now his team would go on to do the damage 
promised in previous rounds. However, St Louis’ 
displayed great resilience and began to increase the 
pressure resulting in an equaliser. A free kick caught in 
the wind sailed through to the back post and was met 
by a St Louis’ head to make it 1-1. If the College were 
to retain their trophy it was now going to be against the 
odds, with the momentum swinging back firmly in St 
Louis’ favour. 

The defining moment of the encounter came when one 
of the St. Louis midfielders made a somewhat rash 
challenge and was promptly sent off. The red card 
swung momentum back in our favour.

The incident though only served to harden St Louis’ 
resolve. The tackles became harder and the elbows flew 
with more intent. With College Coach Mr Green praying 
for halftime, to give the management team time to get 
across their message without it being swept away by 
the ever increasing wind levels, the whistle finally went 
and the team talk began. Steely words of determination, 
tactical know how and inspiration poured out of Mr 
Tracey’s and Mr King’s mouths. Good luck to St Louis’ 
because the second half onslaught was about to begin.
With all the pressure now on St Louis’ backline it was 
only a matter of patience and persistence before the 
inevitable happened. Wave after wave of attack came 
crashing against the St Louis’ goal, midfielders Tiernan 
Canning and Conor McDermott sliding passes through 
the Ballymena men’s exhausted defence, the guile of 
wingers Holden and Matty Doherty giving space for 
Rush and Emmet Hargan upfront to exploit and it was 
the College who took the game by the scruff of the 
neck. There could have been potential for St Louis’ to 
score a breakaway fluke, but with Mark McAdams man-

marking their striker out of the game (who had scored 
five goals himself in the semi-final) and Quigley sweeping 
all up before him, this gave the full backs Matthew Kirk 
and Caiomhin McCallion opportunity to bomb up and 
down the wings covering defence and starting attacks. 
Keeping a watchful eye over the men in front of him, 
goalkeeper Dylan Doherty marshalled them well and 
ensured his defence stayed organised and resolute.
Finally it came. A through ball to Holden out wide 
and a perfectly weighted cross-shot flew over the 
keeper’s head and into the net. A jubilant College 
team celebrated. The game was now so wide open a 
breakaway third was on the cards for the College to 
completely finish of the St Louis’ team. It had to come 
and it did from the individual brilliance of Emmet Hargan, 
who flew past his defender to calmly roll the ball under 
the advancing keeper at the tightest of angles. The 
trophy was now secured and all but on the bus back to 
Derry. After the trophy was awarded and crowds left, it 
was time to inform the victorious St Columb’s footballers 
that Dublin would be their next stop to defend the GB 
and Ireland title they gained last year.

Mr James Green

Under 14 Soccer NI Cup 2012 Winners

The starting eleven

The victorious Under 14 Squad
Tiarnan Canning - Midfield, Dylan Doherty - Goalkeeper, 

Matty Doherty - Midfield, Stephen Duffy - Forward, 
Anthony Gillespie - Midfield, Emmet Hargan - Forward, 
Tiarnan Hargan - Goalkeeper, Rory Holden - Midfield, 
Matthew Kirk - Defence, Mark McAdam - Defence, 

Caoimhin McCallion - Defence, Joe McCartie - Defence, 
Conor McDermott - Midfield, Conal Fagan - Midfield, 

Conor Quigley - Defence, Darren Rush - Forward

Victory is ours!
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Under 18 Soccer Team with Michael O’Neill

The footballers of St Columb’s College availed of a 
coaching master class with Northern Ireland Senior 
International football manager, Michael O’Neill, on Friday 
February 22nd 2012. Mr O’Neill used the opportunity 
to praise the Derry born players and in particular Daniel 
Lafferty.

Mr O’Neill and the IFA were invited to the Buncrana 
Road to our campus to put the College boys through 
their paces on our new state of the art 3G pitch facility.

The session proved timely in that, two St Columb’s 
sides, the first and fifth years, had qualified for the 
quarter final of the Northern Ireland Schools’ Cup. 

Mr O’Neill said of the experience: “It was very good, 

Northern Ireland Manager visits St Columb’s

it is an excellent facility and the 
young boys have given us their full 
attention.”

“Most importantly,” added the former 
Shamrock Rovers manager, “There 
are some very good players in the 
group. The IFA are constantly looking 
for new talent. It is no secret that 
there are good players here in Derry. 
We had five Derry players in the last 
squad. Shane Ferguson went across 
the water but the other four are home 
grown with Derry City connections.”

Those four players are Gerard 
Doherty, Paddy McCourt, Niall 
McGinn and Daniel Lafferty. 

“They’re a testament to the quality of the player that 
is developed down here and we want to give young 
players the opportunity to develop and come through to 
play for Northern Ireland.”

What advice did the international manager offer the St 
Columb’s boys wishing to follow in their footsteps?
“The most important thing for the boys is to enjoy the 
game. We only had the players for an hour and we are 
not going to turn them into world beaters in that time. 
It is important that they complete their education here 
as well and, if they keep progressing in their football, 
hopefully the qualifications they will pick up will give them 
options in the future’. 

Mr Ryan Horner

Year 8 Soccer Team with Michael O’Neill



The Columban 2013

119

Mr John Deery presenting the O’Doherty Cup 
to St Columb’s Captain Emmett McBride

Gaelic Football

Danske Bank O’Doherty Cup Final 

St Columb’s goals see them home.
The old adage that goals win games ensured that 
St Columb’s College Derry were the victors in the 
Danske Bank O’ Doherty Cup final at the Mid-Ulster 
Sports Arena in Cookstown as they beat Our Lady 
and St.Patrick’s Knock by 3-6 to 0-9. St Columb’s 
scored two goals in the first quarter and another at 
the death, while Knock hit the post and had another 
Ronan McGrady effort brilliantly saved by the Derry 
side’s goalkeeper Dylan McCallion when they trailed St 
Columb’s by just three points.

It cannot be denied that St Columb’s dominated the 
opening half with the wind to assisting them.  Midfielder 
Barry Doherty was colossal in that period  alongside 
the hard working David O’Doherty.There was some 
nervousness in their early efforts for scores, but once 
goals from Michael Lynch and captain Emmett McBride 
established a 2-1 to 0-2 lead, they settled and fully 
deserved the interval lead of 2-4 to 0-3. Their defensive 
work was particularly impressive, more often than not 
forcing turnovers through blocking and crowding out 
their opponents with Conrad McCloskey snuffing out 
the threat of Knock’s dangerman Lorcan McMullan 
ably assisted by Marty Lynch and Darryl Mallett. Conor 
Savage, Ronan McGrady and Jack Ferrin had worked 
hard during that opening half for Knock and they looked 
to be in with a reasonable chance at the break with 

The winning St Columb’s Team with Mr Brian Trainor and Mr Eamon Burns

Back Row:  Mr B Trainor, Mark McAdams, Eoin McElhinney, Malachy Campbell, Darryl Mallett, Michael Kelly, Tomás 
McCrossan, Dylan McCallion, Paul Ferris, Conrad McCloskey, Martin Lynch, David O’Doherty, Barry Doherty, Mr E Burns

Front Row:  Ryan Loughran, Conor Feeney, Michael Lynch, Michael McCallion, Shane O’Connor, Emmett McBride, 
Caolan Watson, Damien Watson

the wind advantage to come. However St Columb’s 
defensive pressure forced them to hit ten shots off 
target, and despite scoring points from Sean McGonigle 
(two), Rory Finnegan (two) and McGrady, Knock simply 
could not find the net and St Columb’s killed the tie right 
at the end when Michael Lynch fisted home his second 
and St Columb’s third goal.
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Francie Stokes brings Olympic Torch to St Columb’s
L-R:  Mr Martin McIlveen, Mr Sean McGinty, 
Francie Stokes, Mr Finbar Madden and Stephen McCay

Francie Stokes from 10G had the privilege of carrying 
the Olympic Torch through a packed Magheramason 
on Tuesday June 5th 2012. He was nominated by 
his boxing coach and was approached by Samsung 
(Olympic Partner Firm) as early as November 2011. 

Year 10 Pupil carries Olympic Torch

Francie was allowed to tell his family about his 
honour, but had to maintain strict confidentiality as 
regards telling others. He had to be at the City Hotel 
Derry by 5.26 am that morning. His relay segment 
was 300 metres from 7.56 am to 7.58 am. 

‘It was brilliant to see the huge crowds and them 
all cheering. All my family were there and they took 
loads of photos and video. They all told me how 
proud they were of me, which was great.’

Later that Tuesday evening, Francie was interviewed 
on BBC Newsline and it was obvious by his words 
how proud he was of his achievement. 

On the morning of Wednesday June 6th 2012 Francie 
brought his torch to Year 10 Assembly where loads of 
his friends got to ‘try it out’. For Francie, though, his 
torch will remain a valued possession for the rest of his 
life.  Indeed, Francie has Olympic hopes himself, with the 
ambition to box for Ireland in the 2016 Olympic games in 
Brazil. We wish him every success.

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

It was great to see captain Emmett McBride rewarded 
for his seven years of excellence in gaelic games by 
being presented with the O’Doherty Cup by Danske 
Bank’s John Deery, himself a St Columb’s past pupil.

However man of the match was disputed between the 
irrepressible Damien Watson and the vice-captain Shane 
O’Connor. O’Connor got the nod as he repeatedly 
thwarted the threat of Knock’s big full-forward Rooney.

This victory should augur well for next year with 
players such as Tomás McCrossan, Michael Kelly and 
Mickey McCallion back to lead the College towards a 
MacLarnon Cup.

St Columb’s: D McCallion; C McCloskey, S O’ Connor, 
Martin Lynch, D Watson, E McBride (1-0), D Mallet, B 
Doherty, D O’Doherty, C Watson (0-1),  P Ferris (0-2), 
Michael Lynch (2-1), T McCrossan, M Kelly, M Mc 
Callion (0-1). Subs: M Campbell for Martin Lynch, M 
Carling for Kelly, C Feeney for D O’ Doherty.
Knock: K McGovern; R McGrady (0-1), J Ferrin, R 
Hannigan, M Woods, C Francis, C Savage, T Grimley, N 
McGoran, L McGowan, S McGonigle (0-2), M McGrath, 
L Mc Mullan (0-1), R Finnegan (0-4 frees), D Rooney. 
Subs: R Murray for McGrath

Mr Eamon Burns

McLarnon Cup Squad 2012 Finalists
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It is the first time in the school’s long sporting history that 
we have tasted provincial glory on the hurling field. 
After an impressive showing in the preliminary blitz, St 
Columb’s and four other schools were placed in a final 
group stage to play off for the Rehill Cup. 

The first opponents for the College were Aquinas 
College, Belfast. It was a fiercely contested game and 
despite taking an early lead the boys had to dig in for 
the final five minutes to ensure a one point victory. Cillian 
Hughes and Eoghan Cassidy provided huge clearances 
at critical times while Joshua Green and Reese 
Armstrong were resolute in defence.

St Columb’s accounted for Donaghmore and Colaiste 
Feirste in their final group games thanks to some 
great scores from Morgan Murray, Mark McCloskey, 
Paul O’Sullivan-Sweeney, Fergal Mortimer and Aoifen 
McBrearty. Oran Fox, Cormac McElholm, James 
Friel, Ciaran Feeney and Niall Biggs also made key 
contributions.

The final showdown for the Rehill Cup was against 

Ulster Colleges Hurling Cup Winners

St Columb’s win their first Ulster Colleges Hurling Cup
The Year 9 Hurling team from St Columb’s created history on Tuesday 23 October 2012

when they lifted the Danske Bank Ulster Colleges Rehill Cup

the impressive St Michael’s Enniskillen.  However, a 
determined College side put in their best performance 
of the day at the right time. The Derry boys got off to 
a great start with captain Morgan Murray finding the 
net early on for the first of his three goals. The midfield 
partnership of Nathan Doherty and Mark McCloskey 
was proving very effective and the two boys worked well 
with the half-back line to stifle the opposition and launch 
attacks for the boys in blue and gold. Cormac Mooney 
also pulled off some great saves to ensure victory on the 
scoreline 3-06 to 0-06.

There was great elation at the final whistle as they boys 
became the first team in the history of the school to 
achieve provincial honours in Hurling. 

St Columb’s College: Cormac Mooney; Cillian 
Hughes; Reese Armstrong; Niall Biggs; James Friel; 
Joshua Green; Eoghan Cassidy; Ciaran Feeney; 
Mark McCloskey; Nathan Doherty; Oran Fox; Aoifen 
McBrearty; Fergal Mortimer; Cormac McElholm; Morgan 
Murray (captain); Paul O’Sullivan-Sweeney; James 
Lynch; Aaron Flanagan and Jack McLaughlin.

Mr Breandán Quigley
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Rugby

St Columb’s Rugby Report for ‘The Columban 2013’

The 2012 rugby season has seen further 
development of rugby at St Columb’s. A 
busy season has seen the recruitment 
of new and the development of 
existing players. In addition, the 
College has participated in, and 
contributed to the development 
of new competitions. 

Year 8
Year 8 rugby has made 
pleasing progress during 2012 
with a number of new players 
taking up the game. Their first 
outing saw them beat Oakgrove 
convincingly eleven tries to two. They 
were extremely unlucky not to progress to 
the Northern Ireland Schools Finals, narrowly 
missing out on qualification from their regional blitz day 
competition. Their journey to Ballymoney saw them play 
some good rugby and finish the day unbeaten with two 
draws and two victories, only to miss out on progression 
due to try difference. Towards the end of the 2012 
season, a Year 8 match against Strabane Academy 
saw the College field “A” and  “B” ten a side teams. 
The sustained interest and enthusiasm has resulted 
in the current Under-14 team seeing their playing 
strength bolstered.  In addition, a successful tag rugby 
tournament was held in June between different Year 8 
form class teams. The current Year 8 team is making 
good progress. All players are completely new to the 
game and are about to play their first fixtures. 

Under-14
The Under-14 age group has also seen plenty of 
activity and despite the inclement weather disrupting 
last season’s usual busy February period of blitzes, 
the College was admitted into the Northern Ireland 
Pollock Cup Finals and performed well. In addition St 
Columb’s Under-14 side played well in their annual 
Donegal regional blitz competition and reached the 
plate final of the Mowbray Shield. Both Jack Lafferty 
and Declan Allen performed especially well in this age 
group and the latter has been become part of the 
Under-15 Ulster Clubs Regional Development Squad. 

Under-16
Last season’s Under-16 side progressed 

in the Ulster High Schools Trophy 
and put in a strong performance 

in the second round of the 
competition. However, despite 
a battling forward display, 
they eventually succumbed 
to a stronger Ballynahinch 
outfit. The current Under-16 
side competed in their 
annual blitz competition and 

won progression into the final 
stages. In addition they have 

competed in the Ulster High 
Schools’ Trophy and an inaugural 

North West Under 16 league consisting 
of local school sides. Rian Walker has made 

a significant contribution to the side, along with newly 
recruited backs, Peter Sheerin and John Bradley.

“On the Charge!”
It takes four defenders to stop Conor O’Hare
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Under-18
The Under-18 side participated in a North West 
competition last season playing an exciting brand 
of attacking rugby from the outset. A strong core of 
players from previous year groups and the recruitment 
of some new players combined to create a solid set of 
forwards and a pacy back division. The side won six 
out of seven of their league games, almost all of them in 
very convincing fashion, and they were very unlucky to 
finish as runners up having played the best rugby in the 
competition. Existing players such as Ryan McParland, 
Fionn Cooper and Ciaran Brown all made strong 
contributions, along with newly recruited players such as 
Colm McGurk and Rory Kehoe who added an exciting 
edge to the back line.

The current Under-18 side has made pleasing progress, 
again competing in a North West Under-18 League. 

Under 18 Team 2013

They were unlucky not to progress to the knock out 
stages of the competition with player absence through 
injury and illness having an impact. The side has 
continued to play some expansive rugby with Conor 
O’Hare (in action on the previous page) and Reuben 
Holywood again leading the way and new players 
such as Sean Coyle making a good contribution. The 
Under-18 side has been admitted into the Schools 
Cup Development Competition and is looking forward 
to playing their first round match against Ballymena 
Academy. 

Overall a solid season of rugby at St Columb’s with 
notable progress in most age groups. All new players 
both experienced and completely new to the game are 
very welcome. See the PE notice board for details or 
speak to Mr Mosby.

Mr Lee Mosby
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All Ireland Heartbreak for St Columb’s 
Basketball Team

The outcome of the 2013 Under-19 
Boys All-Ireland ‘B’ Schools’ 
Basketball Final was in doubt right up 
until the dying seconds, but it was St 
Columb’s College who suffered the 
heartbreak of defeat in the end.

We just fell short of securing the title 
against our Cork opponents, Kinsale 
Community College, at the National 
Basketball Arena in Tallaght on the 
afternoon of Wednesday March 20th 
2013, following an intense contest 
which could have went either way.

Indeed, the final was an end-to-end affair right up until 
the final minute of the fourth quarter.

St Columb’s got off to a slow start, with Jordan 
McClelland making the most impact for our team in the 
early stages.

McClelland produced five of our seven points at the end 
of the first period which saw Kinsale amass a healthy ten 
point advantage.

Chris Dunne and Troy Dillon all added early scores for 
the Co. Cork boys but St Columb’s turned up the heat in 
the second quarter and began to chip away at the deficit 
aided by a Kinsale cold shooting streak that seemed to 
sap their energy.

While Jordan McClelland continued to make a significant 
impression, contributions from both Nathan Brown and 
Caolan Harrigan helped push St Columb’s ahead by two 
points at the end of the quarter. 

We won this period, scoring 19 to Kinsale’s seven points.

Early in the third quarter Rudak fell victim to a technical 
foul and an injury which forced him to take a seat on the 
bench.

With their captain on the sidelines, Jordan O’Connell 
kept Kinsale in the game with smart close-range 
shooting.

With three minutes remaining in the quarter and after 
some attention from the physiotherapist, Rudak returned 
to take matters into his own hands, scoring shortly after 
returning to the court.

However we were determined to retain our lead. Jordan 
McCelland produced a long range jump shot from 
behind the three point line, putting us in front by three at 
the end of the quarter.

The final quarter was tense and there wasn’t much 
between the two teams for the entire eight minutes. 

The tension was steadily building 
but cool heads prevailed when 
McClelland converted two from the 
stripe following an intentional foul. Yet 
we got into foul trouble ourselves, 
allowing Kinsale to run down the 
clock.

Despite a basket from Niall McDaid 
in the final minutes, Kinsale had done 
enough to ensure they were crowned 
All-Ireland League Champions by a 
five points margin. Just to say well 
done to our squad and the school is 
very proud of you. 

Mr Ciaran Stevenson
All kitted out for the final

St Columb’s Squad
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St Columb’s Swimming Team

The swim team went to Belfast for the Ulster Grammar 
Schools Gala in November.  This was the first Gala in 
the school swimming calendar.  The Ulster Secondary 
Schools Gala was held in January in Ballymena and 
Connell O’Brien was placed third in the Senior Butterfly.  
Connell was joined by Shane McClean and Callum 
O’Brien in qualifying for the Irish Secondary Schools 
Gala. Connell was placed fifth in the Senior Butterfly. 

The swimming team excelled at the North West Schools 
Swimming Gala held in the City Baths, Derry. They won 
a total of nine individual events, four gold, two silver and 
three bronze medals.  The Under-13 team consisting 
of Caolan Donnelly, Ruairi McWade, Dáire Walker and 
Dylan Browne came first in the freestyle and individual 
medley relays and went on to win the trophy for best 
overall Under-13 team. Ronan Armstrong, Ethan 
Browne, Callum O’Brien, Joseph McGinley and Sean 
Bradley made up the Under-16 team and came third in 
both relays. 

The school swimming club continues in Templemore 
Sports Complex every Monday after school. New 
members are always welcome. 

Miss Denise Hillick

Medal winners from the North West Schools swimming gala included are (front from left) Dylan Browne, Ruairi McWade, 
Dáire Walker, Caolan Donnelly. (Back from left) Sean Bradley, Joseph McGinley, Ethan Brown and Ronan Armstrong.

Connell O’Brien, Shane McClean and Callum O’Brien 
at the Irish Secondary Schools Gala in Dublin
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Cross Country
The season commenced with a series of local 
races which included the Donegal and West Ulster 
Schools’ Cross Country Championships in Stranorlar 
in September, the Buncrana Cross Country Races in 
November and the Derry Schools’ Championships at 
Oakgrove in January. The Year 11 and year 12 athletes 
of the College’s Intermediate team dominated all three 
races with impressive runs by Shane McGowan (Year 
11) and Matthew Folland (Year 12). However, the first 
championship races of the season started in January 
with the Districts Schools’ Cross Country Finals at the 
University of Ulster at Coleraine. On a testing, undulating 
course, Year 8 pupil, Mark McCloskey (8E), won the 
individual Mini Boys’ first year race. There was also an 
impressive top ten finish by 8C athlete, Jack McLaughlin.  
With encouraging runs by Conal Fagan and Kevin Brady, 
the Year 9 team secured a bronze medal in the team 
competition. However, it was the athletes from Year 
11 and Year 12 of the Intermediate Team that were 
the most successful. The team won gold in the team 
competition by a lengthy margin. Top middle distance 
athlete, Shane McGowan, finished third and Matthew 
Folland fourth.  There were also solid performances by 
Conor Breslin and Daniel Cosgrove, both from Year 
11, who finished eleventh and twelfth respectively. The 
Ulster Schools Finals took place as always at the wet and 
windy Mallusk Playing Fields, near Belfast. Here, amidst 
much stiffer competition, Mark McCloskey produced an 
excellent run in the Year 8 boys race to finish fifth. The 
Intermediate team bunched well in their five kilometre 
race and finished with the exact same team points as 
the eventual team winners who were Sullivan Upper. 
They lost out on ‘count back’ and by the narrowest of 

Athletics

margins. Nevertheless, their Ulster silver medals were 
well deserved and the team certainly benefited from their 
recent addition to the ranks, Ben Doherty, Year 11, who 
already in his first competitive season, has shown the 
attributes of a talented middle distance athlete.

Track and Field Athletics 
The College’s Athletics Team took home seventeen 
medals in the Districts’ Athletics Championships in 
Antrim in May, nine of which were gold. There was an 
impressive series of performances by the Intermediate 
Team who collectively won the overall team competition. 
Notable performances included Mark McCloskey, Year 8, 
who won gold in the 800 metres; Jimmy O’Neill, Year 10 
in the 80 metre sprint hurdles; Martin McGeady, Year 11, 
Triple Jump and Ryan McParland, Year 13, in the Senior 
Boys’ 100 metres. Shane McGowan, Year 11,  also won 
gold in the 1500 metres. The Ulster Schools’ Finals took 
place in unusually cold conditions. Nevertheless, College 
athletes still produced some impressive performances. 
The ever-consistent Andrew Bolster, Year 13, took the 
Senior Boys 400 metre hurdles title in convincing fashion;  
Ruairi O’Neill won a silver in the Intermediate 400 metre 
hurdles and in a dramatic finish, Shane McGowan was 
just edged out of the gold position in an enthralling 
Intermediate 1500 metres final. 

As a reward for their hard work and commitment to 
the sport, both Matthew Folland and Shane McGowan 
were selected for the N Ireland team in the London 
Mini Marathon. This event showcases the very best of 
middle distance running of pupils from Scotland, Wales, 
England and Northern Ireland. The course comprises of 
the final 3 miles of the official London Marathon course 
and both athletes performed with distinction on the day. 

Unquestionably, however, the athlete of the year was 
Shane McGowan. This Year 11 athlete produced a sub 
2 minute clocking for the 800 metres and an impressive 
time of 4 minutes 6 seconds for the 1500 metre 
event. Along with his natural talent and fluent running 
technique, Shane trains diligently throughout the year. In 
recognition of his efforts, he was selected to represent 
Northern Ireland in the inaugural UK Schools’ Games in 
the Olympic Stadium in London. Perhaps, some time 
in the future, with continued application to his sport, he 
may enter an Olympic Stadium again to compete as a 
professional athlete! Mr Paul McGarry

Ben Doherty Mark McCloskey

Ryan McParland and Andrew Bolster

Intermediate Cross Country Team  L-R Matthew Folland, 
Diarmuid Doherty, Shane McGowan, Ben Doherty, Daniel 

Cosgrove, Matthew Folland and Conor Breslin.
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Athletics  Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

80m Sprint 1st Patrick Merrigan 8A Jacob Henderson 9G Anthony Gillespie Conal Duffy

 2nd Brian McCarrow 8C Thomas Reilly Connor McDermott Oisin O’Hagan

 3rd James Lynch 8A Jordan Burrow Sean Bradley Christopher Fagan

   Rhys McKeever  

600m 1st  Ryan O’Hagan  

 2nd  Sean Mortimer  

 3rd  Conal Fagan  

High Jump 1st Patrick Merrigan 8A 1.15m Adam Cassidy 9K 1.40m  

 2nd Oran Fox 8D 1.15m Ruairi Thompson 9C 1.35m  

 3rd Odhran Casey 8D 1.05m Eli Doherty 9K 1.25m  

  James Lynch 8A 1.05   

Long Jump 1st  Mark McCloskey 8E 3.46m Kieran Kehoe 9K  3.75m Nathan Hegarty 10G 4.21m 

 2nd Dean Chambers 8A 3.42m   

 3rd David Barr 8C          3.23m   

Relay 1st  9D  

 2nd  9A  

 3rd  9H  

  Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Football Player of tournament Jack Malone Dean Power Caomhan McCallion Stephen Duffy 11E

 Winning Team Brendan Walker 8E Joe McCartie 9F Mark Gormley 10B Declan Harley 11E

  Jamie Wilson Stephen Dufy Caomhan McCallion Conor Gormley

  Mark McCloskey Tiernan Hargan Cillean Macari Eoghan McNeill

  Ryan Doran Donal Meenan Joshua Hyndman Stephen Bergin

  Ruairi O’Boyle Dermot McCrossan Anthony Gillespie Jack Devine

  Dylan Bradley Eoin Coll Dylan Doherty Joe McColgan

  Adam Gallagher Oran O’Hare Liam Doherty Conor Breslin

  Dylan Sweeney Sean Mortimer Caolan Maxwell Conal Duffy

    Sean Bradley Caolan McDermott

    Connlaoth Bradley Stephen Duffy

    Tiernan Mulberry 

Póc Fada 1st Ruairi O’Boyle Tim Rankin Sean Campbell   

Penalty 1st Daire Walker
Shoot Out

Mr Eamon Burns

DAY OF SPORT 2012
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Trips and Visits

Comenius Activities 2012/13

standing exchange with Carl-Orff Gymnasium ended on 
a promising note, as students from both countries were 
determined to visit each other again in the future.

Comenius Project 2011/2012
In 2011 St Columb’s College was awarded European 
funding for a two-year ‘Comenius’ project with two 
partner schools, Emmy-Noether Schule/Berlin (Germany) 
and Sveitsin Lukio/Hyvinkää (Finland).

Munich exchange visitors at Giant’s Causeway

European Day of Languages
On Wednesday, 28th September 2012, the German 
Department hosted a German breakfast for pupils 
during break time in the canteen.  Pupils loved the 
taste of crusty white bread with Nutella or the savoury 
alternative, German-style sausages with mustard.

German Exchange Visitors from Munich
After our successful exchange visit to Munich in 
December 2011, the German exchange partners 
came to stay in Derry in March 2012!  They had the 
opportunity to experience the atmosphere in the city 
during the St Patrick’s Day festival and the Irish families 
gave them a very warm Irish welcome.  Although much 
time was spent with partners and in the families, there 
was also a busy schedule of joint activities such as a 
tour of Derry, a trip to the Giant’s Causeway and the 
Carrick-a-Rede rope bridge, Dunluce Castle and a 
day at the Ulster American Folk Park.  In the evening, 
pupils met at the bowling alley or went to the cinema.  
The German visitors also spent two days in the school, 
attended classes with their partners, and pupils in the 
German Department had the opportunity to practise 
their German in question/answer sessions. The long-

Munich exchange partners in conversation with 10K

Comenius partner school
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With Finnish partners Altahullion Wind Farm

Geocaching in Donegal Sibelius Monument in Helsinki

An Culturlann Belfast Comenius visit from Berlin in St. Columb’s

Teambuilding on Tullagh Beach
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The title of the project ‘Towards Sustainability’ included 
topics such as ‘Waste Management/Recycling’, ‘Energy’ 
(conventional and alternative) and ‘Food’ (Healthy Eating/
Sustainable Farming).  18 students from Year 13 were 
involved in the project, working on different aspects of 
the theme during their Curriculum Enrichment lessons 
every Thursday afternoon.  Ten students had already 
visited Berlin in November 2011, and in February 2012, 
eight students travelled to Hyvinkää, accompanied by 
Ms Lübbeke and Mr Chambers.  Despite temperatures 
below -20°C, the students loved the winter atmosphere 
with clear blue skies and crunchy snow.  During a visit 
to the National Railway Museum, a reporter caught up 
with our group and took a few snap shots, which later 
appeared in the local newspaper above a paragraph 
which none of us could read.  Finnish is a very difficult 
but intriguing language with strings of vowels and very 
long words.  Some of the Finnish girls tried their best 
teaching the Derry boys and some students got top 
marks for their attempts!  Apart from visits to the local 
town hall, an ice-hockey match and ‘Saint Gobain’, a 
factory which produces insulation for housing using only 
recycled material, we also travelled to Helsinki, visited 
the Heureka Science Park and spent a day in Tampere.  
Most importantly, however, students from both countries 
soon became friends and spent time cooking together, 
sleighing and ice-skating.  Visits to the sauna, however, 
were a single sex affair! After leaving Finland, the group 

from St Columb’s took the ferry through ice-cold waters 
to Tallinn, where they experienced the culture in the 
Estonian capital before returning to Derry just before 
mid-term break.  

In March 2012, a group of eleven Finnish students 
and their two teachers came to Derry to continue the 
links that had been set up on our previous visit and to 
continue the work that had been begun in Hyvinkää.  
And in May 2012 there followed a similar programme of 
sightseeing and activities with the partners from Berlin. 

Colleagues of St Columb’s College went out of their 
way to contribute to a memorable programme for our 
visitors:  Mrs Burns put on a lunch time recital by the 
music students, Mr Johnston gave a presentation on 
Irish history, Mrs McConnell and Mr O’Mianain taught a 
very entertaining Irish lesson, Mr Chambers took them 
on a guided tour of the Bogside and much more.  
During all visits at home and abroad, students attended 
school where they worked on different aspects of the 
topic ‘sustainability’.  They delivered presentations 
and engaged in a variety of activities relating to the 
topic.  Games, quizzes, discussions and more helped 
students come to a deeper understanding of the issues 
involved as well as getting to know each other better.  
In the afternoons and evenings, sightseeing tours were 
arranged with a focus on the project title.  The groups 

Bogside Tour with Mr ChambersComenius exchange partners visiting 
Coolkeeragh Power Station

Mr McLaughlin takes Comenius visitors on tour of his 
wind turbine

Beach cleaning with Comenius partners from Berlin
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visited wind farms, power stations and factories, where 
solar panels and insulation were manufactured.  In 
Derry, ‘Far and Wild’ company gave a tour of Donegal 
with a different slant - pointing to the future of tourism 
being in eco-tourism.  In all three countries students 
visited houses and districts, showcasing examples of 
urban regeneration, such as turning an old mill into a 
restaurant, or walls which divide/divided cities such as in 
Belfast and in Berlin.  Other topics included Transport/
Infrastructure, Waste Management, Eco-tourism and 
Sustainable Food.

Equally important, however, was the cultural dimension.  
Meeting young people from another European country, 
staying in families with partners, experiencing school life 
and taking part in a wide range of group activities - all this 
contributed to a very successful Comenius year.  Samples 
of pupils’ work were placed on the schools’ websites and 
are placed on British Council internet platforms. 

The China Dimension
In March 2012 four students from St Columb’s College, 
who had studied Mandarin Chinese with Mrs Wang, 
our Chinese Language Assistant, travelled to Belfast 
to represent the school at the prestigious opening 
of the University of Ulster Confucius Institute.  They 
were accompanied by Ms Lübbeke, Mr Finn and Mrs 
Wang.  The celebration was particularly memorable as 
State Councillor Madame Liu Yandong attended the 
event.  Madame Liu Yandong is the most senior female 
politician in the ruling Communist Party in China, and it 
was a pleasure and a privilege to attend the occasion.  
Corey and Ethan McKeegan, Harry McGee and Ryan 
Kelly even had the opportunity to meet Madame Liu as 
she paused to look at their Chinese calligraphy which 
they produced, instructed by artist Mr Li Yeqing.

April 2012 also saw the first visit by the vice principal 
and teachers from our partner school in China, 
Hangzhou Foreign Language School.  The delegation 
of four spent three days in St Columb’s College, getting 
to know the facilities, meeting students and parents, 
attending a Chemistry, an Art and a PE lesson, watching 
a poetry recital in Chinese, which the older students had 

prepared under the guidance of Mrs Wang Pingping, 
our Chinese Language Assistant, and speaking to 
Radio Foyle about links between our two schools.  The 
development of these links was the subject of much 
discussion between Mr McGinty, Mr Madden and Mr 
Bradley as well as Ms Lübbeke and the visitors.  Outside 
of school, our visitors had the opportunity to explore the 
city on a guided tour, travel to the Giant’s Causeway, 
take a round trip of Inishowen and Malin Head, go to 
Belfast and experience the Titanic Quarter exhibition and 
generally enjoy local hospitality and shopping.   There 
was a very clear sense that this had been another 
strengthing of ties between St Columb’s College and 
Hangzhou Foreign Language School and indeed 
between Ireland and China.  

During the summer of 2012 news arrived that St Columb’s 
College had been awarded ‘Confucius Classroom’ status.  
The Confucius Institute is a cultural organisation supported 
by the People’s Republic of China to promote the learning 
of Mandarin Chinese and the understanding of Chinese 
culture abroad through language classes and international 
exchanges.  This means that, beginning in September 
2013, St Columb’s College will have a teacher of Mandarin 
Chinese on a more permanent basis than our present - 
very popular - Chinese Language Assistants.  

The Nepal Connection
In June 2012 both 8B and 8E, under the guidance 
of Miss Orla McLaughlin, created a CD and a DVD to 
send to Eris Academy, Lalitpur in Nepal.  This was part 
of their Citizenship course, in which the pupils were 
encouraged to find out information about childrens lives 
in Nepal.  They then wrote profiles and greetings to their 
partner classes and recorded and performed small video 
clips.  The work produced was most impressive.  All the 
material was then given to Miss Kiera Lübbeke, daughter 
of Marion Lübbeke, who handed it over to Harendra 
Lawati, the international coordinator in the school in 
Nepal.  Harendra Lawati gave Kiera material from his 
students in return, which was eagerly received by Miss 
McLaughlin’s Citizenship classes in September 2012. 

Ms Marion Lübekke

Mr Xia and Mrs Wang from Hangzhou 
Foreign Languages School speaking 
to Radio Foyle reporter

St Columb’s students meeting Madame Liu Yangdong at Opening of UU 
Confucius Institute
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Nepal Project

Eris Academy

Visitors from Hangzhou meeting 
Mr McGinty to discuss future links

Eris Academy Nursery Sightseeing in Belfast with Chinese visitors
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Feeding time at the zoo Tasting chocolate in the Chocolate Museum

 At the castle Overlooking ‘Deutsches Eck’

Anyone for a ride? Fun in Phantasialand Adventure Climbing

High Above the Rhine

When does the match start?
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French Trip

In June 2012, thirty eight Year 9 pupils travelled to 
France, accompanied by Mr Kearney, Mr Prigent, Mr O 
Mianain, Ms Friel, Dr Feeney and a parent leader.  The 
group stayed in Normandy, where the pupils spent three 
days visiting historic sites, such as le Mont Saint-Michel, 
Arromanches and the D-Day landing beaches, before 
travelling on to Paris. En route to Paris they visited the 
Basilica in Lisieux and had a tour of the birth place of 
St Thérèse. The highlights of the trip included the Eiffel 
Tower, the Parc Des Princes and Disneyland. Pupils had 
time to relax in the evenings, bowling and swimming in 
the respective areas. The journey to and from France 
was relaxing as pupils had overnight cabins on both 
ferry crossings and many of those who travelled have 
expressed an interest in returning next year!

Mr Xavier Prigent

From the 10th June to the 17th June 2012 I went on 
a school trip to France.                                                                                                                      
On Sunday morning, we waited at the Lidl car park 
for the coach that would bring us on the trip. At 
around 6:45 am. We departed from Derry on the 
road to Rosslare, with a stop for food in Dublin.                                                                   
At Rosslare we arrived at the dock where the ferry 
awaited.  On board there were many facilities and shops.                                                                                                    
The boat was overnight to Cherbourg, France. When 
we arrived at Cherbourg the next morning, we made our 
way to Normandy on the coach and were given our first 
day’s worth of money and we were assigned our groups, 
and my group leader was Mrs Jones.                                                                    
At Normandy we went to a D-Day 360 degree 
panoramic cinema, showing a video of D-Day.  We also 
went to shops by the beaches, but unfortunately we 
didn’t get to go on the beaches because of the weather.
Most of the rest of the week was spent in Paris, where 
we went sightseeing, ate at new restaurants, tried new 
foods and had picnics. One of my favourite moments in 
Paris was when we went to the Arc de Triomphe and 
the Eiffel Tower.  Both buildings were spectacular and it 
was amazing to finally be in Paris.                                                                                                                        

For dinner we ate at a restaurant called Flunch, which is 
a chain of restaurants across France.
Going on the French trip has both enhanced my 
understanding of the language and has also opened 
new doors to me by embracing a different culture from 
the one I live in.
Having experience the beauty of Paris, I’m hoping to live 
and find work there when I’m older.

Ryan Mc Chrystal 9F 

In June 2012 we went on a trip to France with the school. 
My favourite part of the trip was seeing Le Mont St Michel, 
seeing the Eiffel Tower and The Arc de Triomphe, all 
the historical sites such as the D-Day beaches, and the 
American War Cemetery.  We also went to Le Parc des 
Princes in Paris, and Disneyland was a brilliant way to 
send us off.  We saw the Eiffel Tower at night, but one of 
my favourite things about the whole trip with having the 
craic with everyone on the bus. With Mr O’Mianain, Mr 
Prigent, Mr Kearney, Mrs Jones and Dr Feeney, and all 
of our school friends, we laughed, sang and did almost 
everything on the bus to have a great time.

Conor Ward

The trip to France for me was very exciting because 
I always wanted to go there. My favourite part was 
probably when I was standing right under the Eiffel Tower. 
The funniest part was when Mr Prigent put on someone’s 
cap and struck a pose. That was so funny! Thank you, Mr 
Kearney, Mr Prigent, Dr Feeney and Mrs Jones.

James Condron 9D

I liked the French trip because it was the first time I was 
in France and I got to see some of the world’s greatest 
monuments and sights. My favourite part of the trip 
was going around Paris and seeing everything. I would 
recommend the French trip because it is great fun, you 
get to know more people, it is very interesting and you 
learn a lot more about France.

Liam Clarke 9D

At Paris Saint-Germain Stadium
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Mont Saint Michel At the Basilica in Lisieux

Sur le Bateau Mouche Parisien Skyline Getting tucked in

On the ferry Chilling out time

Pupils eating at Flunch

Three wanted men on a wet night at 
the Eiffel Tower

Mr Kearney will give a quotation for 
servicing anything!

Cheers!
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Return visit from Carl-Orff Gymnasium Munich

The next year marks the 25th anniversary of the 
exchange link between St Columb’s College and Carl-
Orff Gymnasium, and plans are already underway to 
celebrate the occasion. All pupils in Year 10 and Year 
11 - not only those who are studying German - will be 
invited to participate.

In March of 2012, I and a group of other excited 
students of the St Columb’s German Department, 
awaited the arrival of something we’d been looking 
forward to for months, namely the students of Carl-Orff 
Gymnasium. In early December 2011, a group of us had 
embarked on a trip of a lifetime to Munich, the capital 
of Bavaria in southern Germany. We had volunteered 
for an exchange trip that would give us an incredible 
opportunity to sample and to enjoy German culture 
and everyday life. After nine days we were saddened to 
leave the wonderful city but we were all excited aboutthe 
return of our exchange partners in March.

It was a cold Friday night as we stood in the Sainsbury’s 
car park, watching eagerly for the arrival of our school 
minibus, which had journeyed all the way to Dublin to 
greet our partners. Many thoughts crossed our mind; 
“What will we do when we go home? Will they enjoy 
themselves?” However, our worries were soon forgotten 
as we saw the minibus draw near. We quickly moved to 
the door, excited to see all the friends we had made in 
December. We quickly caught up with each other, but 
the cold had a bite to it, so we helped load suitcases in 
the car, and took our partners home so that they could 
meet the family.

My partner, Lukas Kornherr, got a very early taste of Irish 

Highly successful completion of the second round 
of the German exchange 2011/2012

At the Giant’s Causeway Enjoying time in classOn the rope bridge

Culture. After collecting Lukas, we also had to collect 
my sister who was attending a Ceilli dance in Thornhill. 
Lukas was surprised, to say the least, at the loud 
traditional Irish music and the sight of over a hundred 
children dancing in what probably seemed a strange 
dance. I was quick to explain that it was Irish dancing, 
and he enjoyed the opportunity to witness Irish culture 
within the first fifteen minutes of arriving in Derry. After 
leaving the madness of the Ceili dance, we headed 
home. We were quick to make him feel at home, with 
a tour of the house and getting something to eat. We 
then received gifts that Lukas had bought in Germany 
for us; one of the most impressive being, a beautiful and 
traditional Bavarian Beer glass. We then decided to sit 
down and watch a movie, which was in German with 
English subtitles, so that we could both enjoy the movie.
The next morning was an early start, well earlier to 
what we were accustomed to at a weekend! We had 
to meet at Guildhall Square, as the German students 
were getting a tour of Derry. On the way in, I and my 
dad pointed out some of the city’s landmarks, such as 
the newly constructed Peace Bridge. In Guildhall Square 
we quickly caught up with each other and discussed the 
previous night’s activities. Luckily, in the eyes of the tired 
Saint Columb’s students, we didn’t have to go on the 
tour and could go into the town. The German students 
had the opportunity to try traditional Irish food at Café 
Artisan in The Verbal Arts Centre. After meeting up with 
our partners, we went our separate ways. Some stayed 
and explored some more of the town, while I headed 
home. That night, we all met up at the Bowling Alley 
for a bit of friendly competition and an opportunity to 
organise more activities outside of school.

School was something we dreaded most of the year, 
but this week of school was great for all of us; we had 
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a lot more fun and got out of classes quite often. The 
school life in Northern Ireland must have seemed very 
different to the students of Carl-Orff Gymnasium. In 
Northern Ireland we started school later and we moved 
to different classrooms for different subjects, whilst in 
Germany the students stayed in the same classroom 
for most subjects. One of the lessons we and the 
German students had together, was an Irish language 
class, taken by Mrs. McConnell and the Irish language 
assistant, Gerealt. The German students learned a few 
basic sayings, and so too did some of the Irish students. 
We then had an opportunity to try out some Irish 
dancing, to the disgust of the boys and delight of the 
girls. The German students also had classes where they 
would go into German classes and answer questions set 
by the students. 

We often got together when we’d finished our days 
activities, so that our partners were also having great 
fun. A few of us took turns hosting each other, and I had 
to pleasure to be one of the hosts. I organised that we 
go go-karting at Campsie Karting, followed by a walk 
home as we decided to make the most of the beautiful 
weather. Other nights we were hosted by Coilean and 
Aaron Melarkey, and Brian McCourt, where we all met 
up to watch a DVD and get something to eat. 

The German department had organised a great variety 
of excursions for us over the course of the week. One 
of which, was a visit to the Giant’s Causeway. It was a 
great day out and the German students were amazed 
by the picturesque views and landscape. The Giant’s 
Causeway was great fun and we were able to explore 
the amazing natural beauty spot by climbing the giant 
basalt structures. Seeing as it was another glorious 
day, we took a visit to the Carrick-a-Rede Rope Bridge, 
which was a daunting experience for those who hadn’t 

crossed it before.  On the adjoining island, we spent 
a while sitting down and resting due to the long walks 
we’d taken, and the long walks yet to come.  We then 
took a trip to Dunluce Castle, where we had great fun 
exploring and running about the ruins of the ancient 
castle. Another day, the German students took a visit to 
the Ulster-American Folk Park in Omagh, which much 
to our dismay, the Irish students didn’t go on. The Folk 
Park was a great opportunity for the German students 
to get an insight into the history of Ireland and how the 
people of the 18th and 19th century lived. 

The exchange partners were lucky enough to be in 
Ireland for St Patrick’s Day, which was a day for the 
partners to do something with the families. I decided that 
we would take Lukas to Belfast for St Patrick’s Day and 
go to the Transport Museum and Ballycultra Folk Park. 
The day was great fun as there were a number of events 
going on around Belfast, making the long drive worth 
it. Before going to Belfast, we made a stop at Greenan 
Fort, just outside Derry, where there were fantastic views 
of Derry and Donegal.  That morning I’d also given Lukas 
a tour of Eglinton, which must have seemed like a very 
small place to live, compared to Munich. On St Patrick’s 
Day, others had taken their partners into Derry to see 
the parade and go shopping in the town.

On the penultimate day of the visit from the students 
of Carl-Orff, the teachers organised a farewell dinner at 
Mamma Masala Italian-Indian Restaurant. It was a sad 
time, as we knew that we may not see each other for 
a very long time. A lot of the evening was spent talking 
about trying to organise more trips and reflecting on 
the great week we had, but it wouldn’t be long until we 
were all together again as it was an early start the next 
morning. 

In the early hours of the morning, we 
all stood in the cold at Sainsbury’s 
car park, just as we had a week 
earlier. It was a sad moment as we 
hugged each other and a few tears 
were shed as the bus pulled out of 
the car park. But when we looked 
back on the fantastic week, we felt 
better as there were a vast number of 
amazing memories which we would 
cherish for years to come. A week 
of fantastic outings, weather and 
laughter were some of the best times 
we ever had.

Peter Madden

Group with teachers
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Pictured are the forty-six pupils who were accompanied by Mr 
McGonigle, Mrs Burns and Mr Green on the annual St Columb’s 
College Ski Trip to Haut Lac, Switzerland in March 2012. 
Missing from the picture is Mr Ian Green who accompanied the 
trip as a parent.

The glorious Swiss Alps were the backdrop for the forty-six 
lucky boys who went on this year’s College Ski trip. Based in 
the Haut Lac International Centre, the group enjoyed an great 
week of sun and skiing and even got to know some new friends 
from the Kuwait School of English who shared the centre with 
us that week.

Under the tutelage of dedicated and very patient Instructors, 
every member of the trip made great progress; everyone was 
skiing from the top of the 1899 mountain at Saanenmöser by the 
end of the week and the times recorded in the Slalom Race on 
the last day were fantastic! Rory Holden from Year 10 recorded 
the quickest time of the week - beating Mr McGonigle by 0.4 of 
a second! (and beating Mr Green by about 20 seconds!).

This was another highly successful trip for St Columb’s to 
Switzerland and is guaranteed to be every bit as good again 
next year.

Mr Tony McGonigle

St Columb’s College Ski Trip March 2012

It is coldEnjoying a much needed rest

Group Photo

It goes downhill from here
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Seventeen Irish pupils from Years 10, 11 and 12 went 
to Dunlewey (Dun Lúiche) in the Donegal Gaeltacht on 
Thursday 19th April 2012. The trip involved an overnight 
stay in a youth hostel there. Kieran McCauley gives his 
account of the trip below.

We set off on Thursday 19th April to Dun Lúiche in the 
Donegal Gaeltacht. We were staying in the Errigal Youth 
Hostel in the Poison Glenn. We set off to get our dinner 
at 5pm. As it was such a beautiful day we went for a 
walk on the beach in Gaoth Dobhair. We then went 
to the Gartan Outdoor Education Centre where we 
participated in orienteering.  We went back to the hostel 
where we had an Irish quiz, played a range of games 

Irish department’s
Mini-Gaeltacht residential course

and enjoyed some treats - sugar-free of course! The 
next day we all went to the local shop where we had to 
use Irish to speak to the shopkeeper. We then went to 
Ionad Cois Locha, where we were given a boat tour of 
the lake in Irish. Then we went on Bronco Bill and paddle 
boats, not one of us was dry not even Mrs Boyle or Mr 
O’Mianan. We then got lunch where again we conversed 
in Irish. Just before we left we had time to squeeze in 
a competition on the zip-lines! We had a prize-giving 
ceremony on the way home. Prizes included, ‘The 
biggest complainer’ and ‘The person with the best hair’. 
Gerard Doherty was awarded the student who made the 
most effort to speak Irish on the course.

Kieran McCauley 

Fun in the sun

Enjoying the sea side

Sunset on the bay

Youth Hostel
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On Monday 11th June forty-one students embarked 
on an unforgettable trip to Madrid led by Mrs S 
Caughey and assisted by Mrs L Pozo-Rodríguez, Mrs 
M McLaughlin, Mrs E Gill and Mr C O’Donnell. The trip 
was a resounding success and the pupils are to be 
commended for their good behaviour and excellent 
representation of the school.

Day One:
Pupils and leaders departed from Buncrana Road at 12 
midnight bleary-eyed but excited for the trip ahead!  We 
arrived at Dublin airport to catch the flight to Barajas 
in Madrid where we met our excellent coach driver for 
the week Miguel Ángel. We then embarked on a guided 
panoramic tour of Madrid passed by El Palacio Real, 
La Plaza de Espana and La Puerta de Alcalá, and Las 
Cuatro Torres with time to take a couple of snaps! After 
that we pass a few hours in La Plaza Mayor with time 
to enjoy a few ‘raciones’ or ‘bocadillos’ and take in the 
atmosphere of a typical Spanish square. Then it was 
time to make our way to Hotel Alcalá Plaza in Alcalá 
de Henares. An evening meal was served and then we 
headed off to check out the surrounding areas and had 
a stroll in the local shopping centre.

Day Two:
With a good night’s sleep we left the hotel bound for 
El Bernabeu (probably one of the major highlights of 
the trip for the pupils!).  There we had a guided tour 
around the stadium, changing rooms, conference suite 
and museum, then it was off the buy the latest strip! A 
quick lunch and then we made our way to La Plaza de 
Toros (Bull Ring) for a guided tour. With time to spare we 
headed to the town centre of Alcalá for some lunch and 
a visit to the beautiful university and cathedral. 

Key Stage 3 Spanish Trip to Madrid

Day Three:
An early start was in order before our two hour trip to 
Segovia. There we had a guided tour which included 
the beautiful sites of the Alcazar, Aqueduct and 
Cathedral. Everyone was in awe of the Alcazar which 
was reminiscent of the Disney Castle! Definitely a sight 
to behold.  After a quick lunch we made our way back 
to the hotel where Mr C O’Donnell held a football 
tournament in the nearby professional football pitch 
despite the blistering heat! 

Day Four:
The excitement mounted for our visit to Warner Bros 
Theme Park. However, first of all we made a quick 
pitstop at the Parque del Retiro and relaxed beside the 
lake and took in the view of the beautiful gardens.  This 
is undoubtedly one of Madrid’s real gems. Eagerly we 
headed for the theme park for a full day of entertainment 
in the sun. The Superman and Tornado rides are 
certainly not for the faint-hearted!  Weary but in good 
spirits we made our way to the hotel for dinner and 
some souvenir shopping.

Day Five:
It was time to get packed up and ready for our last day in 
Madrid. Our first activity was a visit to Faunia Zoo where 
we encountered a vast array of wild and exotic animals. 
We enjoyed a sea lion and dolphin show and a visit to the 
Aquarium. After a spot of lunch we travelled into Madrid 
city centre and the busy Plaza del Sol where we had 
time to have a look at Kilómetro Cero (place where all 
distances in Spain are measured), the statue of the bear 
and the madrone tree which is the symbol of Madrid and 
also the beautiful Post Office (Correos). We spent an hour 
in this shopping hub of Madrid before we made our final 
journey through the busy streets of Madrid to the airport.

Mrs Sarah Caughey
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A small group of Sixth Form pupils visited Andalucía 
between the 21 and 25 November 2012 accompanied 
by their teacher Mrs Jacqueline Smyth.  Following a 
direct flight from Belfast International to Málaga and a 
few tapas for lunch in Málaga city centre, we caught a 
high-speed train to Córdoba and were there in time for 
our ‘merienda’.

We met Antonia, our assistant from last year.  We got on 
really well with her when she was in Derry and so were 
really pleased to be able to see her again.  Antonia is from 
Córdoba and so she was a perfect guide.  She took us to 
the best pastelería in Córdoba where she had organised 
a ‘degustación of turrones y mantecados’ a tasting of 
different sweets and pastries. They were really good and 
we enjoyed people watching.  That evening we had a 
tour of central Córdoba and Antonia acted as our guide.  
The following morning, after a breakfast of chocolate and 
churros, we went to the world famous ‘Mezquita’ which 
is the Cathedral and former Great Mosque of Córdoba.  
Today it is a World Heritage Site.  We spent the whole 
morning there as there is a lot to see.

Our hotels on the trip were fantastic.  Both were four-
star hotels, centrally located and very comfortable.  We 
caught a bus to Granada on Tuesday afternoon and 
arrived that evening.

During the trip we took a trip to the Colegio Mulhacén, 
a private school in Granada. Mulhacén is a bilingual 
school which firmly believes in the power of languages, 
the student body is comprised of boys and caters 
to the Spanish equivalent of primary school to upper 
sixth students. It is important to mention that, like St 
Columb’s, el Colegio Mulhacén places great emphasis 
on single-sex education.

On the morning of the trip we were roused from our 
beds, late as usual, by frantic door knocking by Mrs 
Smyth, our ever-present and vigilant chaperone. We 
breakfasted in the hotel and then departed for the 
school. When we arrived at the school we were the 
subjects of much speculation, for the boys of Mulhacén 
seeing a group of casually dressed northern Europeans 
was an interesting site to behold. Another similarity 
between us and our Spanish counterparts is that they 
also choose to wear a uniform. On making our way 
into the school we were greeted by the Headmaster, 
Don Víctor, who led our group to a typical Upper Sixth 
Business Studies Class. During the class we met some 
boys in their last year at Mulhacén, they asked us what 
we thought of Granada, and the granadino accent. After 
the class, Don Víctor showed us around his school, 
the school is well-equipped and the facilities are fairly 
modern by Spanish standards, but we realised how 
state-of-the-art our facilities at St Columb’s really are. 

Year 14 Spanish Trip to Andalucía November 2012

As our visit was nearing its end we sat down for recreo 
with some of the pupils and Don Víctor.  We conversed 
in both Spanish and English.  Mrs Smyth remarked that 
the ‘talkers’ from our group had suddenly become very 
shy!  The boys from Mulhacén were pleasant and their 
English was excellent, we left feeling welcomed and 
enlightened.
 
That evening, we had a walking tour of the historical 
centre, and climbed the famous Albayzín and 
Sacramonte. 

On the Thursday morning we visited one of the world’s 
most famous landmarks, the “Alhambra”. The Alhambra 
was a fort built by the North Africans in the mid-1400s. It 
was since captured by “Los Reyes Católicos” (Isabel and 
Ferdinand) and was converted into a palace. It is very 
famous for its Moorish architecture and when visiting, it is 
hard to believe how technologically advanced the Moors 
were. Much architecture and technology was introduced 
to Spain by these Moors and a lot of it stemmed from 
Granada. The Moors had a huge impact on Spain, 
and particularly on Andalousian culture. Furthermore, 
the Alhambra, and its surrounding Muslim quarter, the 
“Albayzín” is representative of this mix of cultures.

During the week, we had lots of opportunities to try out 
Spanish food.  At lunchtime (3 pm) we had an almuerzo 
in a restaurant (very reasonably priced) and in the 
evening we did the tapas trail to different parts of the 
city.  We tried out lots of different types of Spanish food 
and got a good understanding of how the Spanish dine 
out.  It is very different from at home.

It was a great trip, we were exposed to a lot of Spanish, 
went to lots of really interesting places and lived a little 
bit of the Spanish ‘vida loca’.

Co-written by Dale Kelly, Harry McGee, 
Corey McKeegan, Mark Tourish 

and Mrs Jacqueline Smyth
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Who are we?
A group of parents - just like you - trying to 
help St Columb’s do the best for our sons.

What do we do?
We are primarily a means of 
communication and a forum for parental 
representation.  In other words, we provide 
a link between you, the parents, and St 
Columb’s College.

We also try to support both the school 
its staff and the pupils with a variety of 
activities through sponsoring different 
events and through a range of fundraising 
activities.

We also arrange a range of information 
sessions throughout the course of the year 

The St Columb’s College 

so that we can better inform ourselves and 
other parents of the key issues that are of 
concern to parents and pupils.

When do we meet?
The Committee meets once each month 
during term time.  The meetings usually 
take place at 7.30 p.m. on the first Monday 
of the month.

Recent and Planned Activities
Christmas Fayre. (close to £10,000 raised)
Halloween Bun Sale.
Public Speaking Competition.
Information Evenings.
Quiz Night.

Parents’ Association
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Exam Bloopers

Mark Kelly





St Columb’s College
Buncrana Road   Derry   BT48 8NH

T.  (028) 7128 5000   F.  (028) 7128 5007
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