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Welcome

It is with immense pride and pleasure that 
I pen this Foreword to the third edition 
of The Columban, the official chronicle 
of the life of the St Columb’s College 
community over the past year.  

It was a period that coincided with my 
first year as Principal of St Columb’s 
and - as with any other period of 
human experience - it was a year that 
had both highs and lows.  In its totality, 
however, it was a period that enabled 
our pupils to enjoy the fruits of a high 
quality educational experience, be it in the 
classroom, drama studio, music suite, science 
lab or sports field.  

And they were experiences that bore abundant fruit!  
In the Summer 2013 examinations our students 
achieved outstanding results at GCSE-level - with 53 
gaining at least 7 */A grades - whilst at A-level I was 
particularly pleased to see 25 of our Year 14 students 
received at least three grades A.  These results - and 
the performances of so many of our students - provide 
a strong affirmation of the high quality of teaching and 
learning that takes place within these walls.

This success did not come about accidentally.  It was 
the culmination of the collective effort of all those who 
make up the College community.  I would like, therefore, 
to pay particular tribute to the Governors management, 
staff and students of St Columb’s College.  Their hard 
work, their collective endeavour continues to make it 
a reality that this school, in the words of the late, great 
Seamus Heaney, ‘is not an edifice - it is an energy’. 

And therein lies the reason why 2013 was a year of 
sadness for St Columb’s too.  The untimely demise 
of Seamus Heaney - and those of his fellow Alumnus 
Illustrissimus, Professor Raymond Flannery and Tomás 
Ó Canainn, a giant in the field of Irish traditional music - 
reminded us of the tenuous hold that we have on life.  

These pioneers - and so many St Columb’s men 
like them - both living and dead - made their mark 
internationally, nationally and locally.  Their burning 
‘energy’ - to borrow from Heaney’s golden words - has 

illuminated the world in which we live, 
shining light into areas where hitherto 
darkness triumphed and enriching our 
lives as a result.  

And yet, their example is not lost.  
There remain with us so very many 
St Columb’s pupils whose ‘energy’ 
continues to burn.  In this context it 
would be remiss not to acknowledge 

the consecration last April of a much 
more recent alumnus, Eamon Martin, as 

the Coadjutor Archbishop of Armagh - his 
appointment providing the very real potential 

for the renewal of the Catholic Church in 
Ireland in the years ahead.  Equally, I am delighted 

to be able to acknowledge the appointment of another 
Alumnus Illustrissimus, Professor Patrick Johnston, as 
President and Vice Chancellor of The Queen’s University 
of Belfast.  Professor Johnston recently took up his new 
responsibilities; we wish him every success in the years 
ahead and look forward to working closely with him as 
we strive to provide appropriate third level pathways for 
our pupils.

But - dare I say it - however, St Columb’s College, 
whilst rightly proud of its past is not a prisoner of it?  The 
wonderful example of these alumni - and many others 
like them - provides an example that current - and future 
- generations of St Columb’s College students can 
aspire to.  It is their endeavours and talents that shine 
brightest within the pages that follow.

Finally, I would like to record my thanks to all those 
whose hard work, passion and perseverance have 
made the production of this third edition of The 
Columban possible. In particular, I would like to thank 
Mr Brendan O’Donnell for his determination to make 
Columban III a publication worthy of this great school.  
In addition, I would like to recognise the herculean 
efforts of the student editorial team, which has done 
so much to make this edition a reality.  I would also like 
to say a sincere ‘thank you’ to our sponsors. Without 
their generosity and loyalty to St Columb’s College, The 
Columban would simply not be produced.

Mr FJM Madden
PRINCIPAL
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Hello

It is with great pleasure that I welcome 
you to the 2014 edition of The Columban. 
The Columban is something which I have 
looked forward to every year since its 
inception. Within these pages you will see 
us showcase the achievements of many 
of this great school’s most talented pupils, 
and you will be reminded of the highlights 
of the past school year. This excellent 
publication is only made possible by the 
editorial team, and I would like to thank Mr 
Brendan O’Donnell for his tireless efforts 
throughout the year.

Last year I was appointed Head Boy. I would like to 
thank the pupils who voted for me, as well as the Senior 
Management Team who appointed me and my fantastic 
team of Deputies.  I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank Gavin Duffy, Lucas Matta and Damien Watson 
publicly, all of whom have given me the support that I 
needed over this past year in my role as Head Boy. I 
could not have asked for a better team of Deputies to 
assist me in carrying out my duties; I consider all three 
of them to be not just mt Deputies, but very close friends.

This publication is a demonstration of the jaw-dropping 
amount of talent within our school. Without a school 
full of incredibly gifted pupils - whose endeavours and 
achievements are exhibited within these pages - there 
would be no Columban.

We all know how illustrious St Columb’s past is. We 
have many notable alumni, including Nobel prizewiners 
John Hume and the late Seamus Heaney. This year, 
especially, after Heaney’s sad passing, provides us with 
a wonderful opportunity to reflect on how important 
our history is to us. As I sat in Dublin, at his funeral, it 
dawned on me that each and every St Columb’s pupil 
is attending an academic institution which was once 
home to one of history’s most talented poets. I have 
no doubt that pupils - with whom I have the pleasure 
of attending school every day - will one day go on to 
accomplish great things in the long-standing tradition of 
this fantastic school. I can certainly think of a few people 
who, in years to come, could be the recipients of the 
prestigious Alumnus Illustrissimus award. It is incredibly 
exciting to think that I am in class with the John Humes, 
the Seamus Heaneys, the John Tolands and the 
Raymond Flannerys of tomorrow!

This past year brought with it many moments where 
I was proud to be a pupil at St Columb’s. I had the 
pleasure of watching John Smith and Gavin Duffy 
achieve a resounding victory over Bangor Grammar 

in the Northern Ireland Schools’ Debating 
competition - a feat which would not 
have been possible without the fantastic 
work of Mrs Jacqueline Smyth. I also 
had the pleasure of watching our Gaelic 
football team reach the quarter finals 
of the MacLarnon Cup, a match which 
was narrowly lost on a rainy Friday night 
in Celtic Park. Despite the loss, I can 
honestly say that, I had never been more 
proud to be a member of this wonderful 
school community. The friendships 
that I have made with both pupils and 
teachers have had an incredibly positive 

influence on my personal development. The staff and 
teachers here are nothing short of inspirational; they 
work tirelessly, not only to facilitate academic growth 
but personal growth too. I cannot even begin to put into 
words the colossal amount of gratitude I feel towards 
this school and its staff. The teachers in St Columb’s go 
above and beyond what is required of them. Not only do 
they educate us, they build relationships with us. They 
have taught us many important life lessons, lessons 
which are not found in the general curriculum. 

I have memories within these walls that I will cherish 
forever. I have made friends for life in my seven years 
here, with both pupils and teachers. I have had the 
privilege of being in class every day with gifted pupils, 
close friends and fantastic educators.

I genuinely believe that St Columb’s College produces 
good-natured, respectful, and well-mannered young 
men, something which is not emphasised often enough 
in our modern curricula. On behalf of the Class of 2014, 
I would like to say an enormous ‘thank you’ to all of the 
great teachers who have helped us and guided us in 
the past seven years. I would especially like to thank our 
subject teachers, our form teachers, our incredibly hard-
working Year Head, Mrs Grimley, and our fantastic Head 
of Sixth Form, Mr Johnston. Not forgetting our Vice 
Principals - Mr Bradley and Mr Keys - and, of course, 
our Principal Mr FJM Madden.

It is with great sadness that I recognize that my final 
year in St Columb’s is coming to an end, and that I am 
leaving to embark on a new chapter in my life. However, 
it is with even greater sadness that I will part ways with 
some of the nicest, most talented, gifted and intelligent 
young men that I will ever have the pleasure of meeting.

I hope you enjoy the 2014 edition of The Columban.

Thank you.

Caolan Duffy

Welcome from the Head Boy



The Columban 2014

3

Professor Seamus Heaney

Obituary

In 2009, as part of the extensive 
celebrations in Ireland for his 70th 
birthday, RTÉ broadcast a 
documentary about Seamus 
Heaney. Towards its close, Heaney, 
who has died aged 74, was asked 
whether anything in his work seemed 
appropriate to him as an epitaph. 
He demurred at first but, when 
gently prodded, quoted what he had 
translated from Oedipus at Colonus 
by Sophocles when his friend the 
great Polish poet Czesław Miłosz died 
in 2004. Telling the story of the old 
king who dies and vanishes into the earth, the play’s 
Messenger says, in Heaney’s version: “Wherever that 
man went, he went gratefully.” That, said Heaney, would 
do for him too.

The gratitude is not so much, surely, for the leaving 
of life, but for the work well done. Heaney suffered a 
stroke in 2006 and his volume Human Chain (2010) 
is painfully shadowed by ageing and mortality. But 
it is also deeply informed by a spirit of resilience and 
acceptance and, in the extraordinary love poem 
Chanson d’Aventure, which describes his ambulance 
drive to hospital with his wife, Marie, by the sense of 
renewal and new reward, even at a late stage, in human 
relationships.

Mortality and domestic relations, affection and 
obligation, had preoccupied Heaney throughout his 
work, and were frequently sounded together. One of 
his most popular poems, Mid-Term Break, from his 
collection Death of a Naturalist (1966), handles the death 
of his younger brother Christopher in a road accident in 
1953, when Heaney was still a schoolboy; that loss is 
returned to again in the superb late poem The Blackbird 
of Glanmore, in District and Circle (2006), which is also 
concerned with intimations of the poet’s own mortality.
The deaths of many in the Troubles feature in numerous 
Heaney poems, notably in North (1975), where, in 
the now famous sequence of “bog poems”, they 

are brought into alignment with the 
iron-age bodies recovered from the 
bogs of Jutland, which Heaney had 
encountered in PV Glob’s book The 
Bog People. In the collections Field 
Work (1979) and Station Island (1984), 
Heaney encounters ghosts. With these 
poems, and others, he became one of 
the great modern elegists.

But Heaney was also an excellent 
poet of familial love and, notably, 
of enduring married love. There are 
numerous poems of filial affection, for 
both mother and father, and wonderful 
poems for his children and, latterly, 

his granddaughter. One of his finest poems, Sunlight, 
in North, was written for his aunt Mary, who was partly 
responsible for his upbringing. Chanson d’Aventure 
marked a late stage in the marital relationship he 
had vividly portrayed for years after his marriage to 
Marie Devlin in 1965: from the difficulties evoked in 
Summer Home (in Wintering Out, 1972), a poem of 
regret and self-recrimination, through the stabilities, 
accommodations, supportiveness, sources of strength 
and erotic tenderness and arousal recorded in such 
poems as The Skunk and An Afterwards in Field Work 
(1979), and The Underground and La Toilette in Station 
Island.

Especially in its bleak treatment of the Troubles, 
Heaney’s poetry is full of broken things, but it is also 
a poetry of the continuities that sustain us against 
mortality. His resourceful, disciplined equilibrium finds 
one of its best expressions at the end of A Kite for 
Michael and Christopher, in Station Island, when the 
poet-father hands the emblematic kite on to his sons:
Before the kite plunges down into the wood and this line 
goes useless take in your two hands, boys, and feel the 
strumming, rooted, long-tailed pull of grief. 
You were born fit for it.
 
Stand in here in front of me and take the strain.
The way his work faces the worst but steadies itself 
against it, too, must be the greatest single reason for 
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Heaney’s huge readership. He presumably had his 
popularity in mind when he called himself, in Station 
Island, a “poet, lucky poet”.

The eldest of nine children of Margaret (née McCann) 
and Patrick Heaney, a Catholic farmer and cattle dealer, 
he was born at Mossbawn farm near the village of 
Castledawson in County Derry. Seamus was an early 
beneficiary of the 1947 Northern Ireland Education 
Act, attending St Columb’s college in Derry, where his 
contemporaries included the politician John Hume and 
the critic and academic Seamus Deane. He studied 
English language and literature at Queen’s University 
Belfast, graduating with a first-class degree in 1961. 
He taught for a brief period in Belfast and joined the 
writers’ workshop known as the Group initiated by 
the poet and critic Philip Hobsbaum, who taught at 
Queen’s. After Hobsbaum left the university, Heaney 
was appointed to a lectureship in English in 1966 and he 
became chairman of the Group, whose other members 
included Michael Longley and Bernard MacLaverty. An 
important impetus to the burgeoning of poetry in the 
north, it would eventually also include the poets Paul 
Muldoon, Medbh McGuckian and Ciaran Carson.

In 1964 Karl Miller published three of Heaney’s poems 
in the New Statesman, where they were noticed by 
the Northern Irish-born Charles Monteith, one of the 
directors of the publishers Faber and Faber. When he 
received Monteith’s letter soliciting a manuscript, it was, 
Heaney said, “like getting a letter from God the Father”. 
Two years later, Faber published Death of a Naturalist. 
It received exceptional acclaim, and Heaney almost 
immediately became a poet keenly watched, followed 
and imitated. By then, he had married Devlin, with whom 
he would have three children, Michael, Christopher and 
Catherine Ann.

Heaney took part in some of the first protest marches 

following the RUC assault on the civil rights march in 
Derry on 5 October 1968, and he contributed articles on 
the issue to the Listener.

The Heaneys spent an important year in the US, at 
the University of California at Berkeley, in 1970-71, 
and Heaney got to know the contemporary poetry of 
America’s west coast. On their return, he resigned from 
his post at Queen’s, became a freelance writer and 
moved with his family to the Republic of Ireland. They 
lived in a rented cottage in a relatively remote, beautiful 
part of County Wicklow, on what had once been a vast 
estate owned by the family of the playwright and poet 
JM Synge. The Glanmore cottage was to prove, both 
at that time and later, after the Heaneys bought it in 
1988, not just a bolthole from a busy Dublin life - it had 
no telephone - but also a source of poetic power. It 
was the secluded site of a great deal of often nocturnal 
and, he once told me, almost trancelike, poetic 
composition. Glanmore Sonnets and Glanmore Revisited 
are the most obvious products of that place and state, 
and appropriate testimony to it.

Inevitably, the move south by a significant Irish Catholic 
writer from the north was read as having emblematic 
import; and in Exposure, which appears at the end 
of North, Heaney figures himself as “a wood-kerne / 
Escaped from the massacre”. He spent several years 
hosting a books programme on Irish radio and in 1975 
took up teaching again, this time at Carysfort College, 
a Catholic teacher-training college in Dublin. Heaney 
bought a house in the city - “by a famous strand,” he 
says in a poem: that is, Sandymount, along which 
Stephen Dedalus walks in an early episode of James 
Joyce’s Ulysses.

In 1980 Heaney published Preoccupations, the first 
of several collections of critical essays. His literary 
criticism came to assume great authority. Heaney wrote 
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in richly rewarding ways 
about Wordsworth, Yeats, 
Dante, Patrick Kavanagh, 
John Clare, Sylvia Plath and 
Elizabeth Bishop.

Developing an international 
reputation, notably in 
America, Heaney initiated a 
long relationship with Harvard 
University, where he had 
a visiting professorship in 
1979. He held the Boylston 
chair of rhetoric and oratory 
there (1985-97), teaching one 
semester a year, and he then 
continued the contact in a 
less formal capacity. He was 
professor of poetry at Oxford 
from 1989 to 1994 and 
the resulting lectures were 
collected as The Redress of 
Poetry in 1995. In that year 
he won the Nobel prize in 
literature. During his Nobel 
lecture, he dwelt at some 
length on the politics of 
Northern Ireland, condemning 
both “the atrocious nature 
of the IRA’s campaign of 
bombings and killings” and 
“the ruthlessness of the 
British army on occasions 
like Bloody Sunday in 
Derry in 1972”. Heaney’s 
other accolades over the 
years included the TS Eliot, 
Forward, David Cohen 
and (twice) Whitbread prizes. In 1996 he was made a 
commandeur de l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres. In 2004 
Queen’s University opened its Seamus Heaney Centre 
for Poetry.

There is no doubt Heaney took great delight in his 
success. He was an adept, even charismatic, performer 
before an audience - as a reader of his own poems 
in academic auditoriums, as a public lecturer, and as 
a radio and television broadcaster; and he certainly 
understood, from very early on, the mechanisms 
involved in the creation and maintenance of a successful 
public reputation. In a sometimes envious literary 
world this led to some cavilling, notably upon the 2008 
publication of Stepping Stones in which Heaney, already 
a much-interviewed poet, discussed his life and career 
with his friend and fellow poet Dennis O’Driscoll.

The book was clearly intended as the alternative to an 
autobiography, and if Heaney’s way with his readership 
was absolutely not Samuel Beckett’s or even Heaney’s 

friend Brian Friel’s ways of 
withdrawal and silence, the 
book is, in the event, an 
exercise not in egotism or 
hubris but in self-questioning, 
self-definition, self-analysis, 
self-evaluation and, only 
finally, self-justification. 
As such, it suggests 
Heaney’s conception 
of his role as a writer 
always included a strong 
element of the pedagogic. 
What he commended in the 
poet Marina Tsvetaeva - 
“the good force of creative 
mind at work in the light 
of conscience” - can be 
commended in him too.
When he wrote about 
Yeats in an early essay 
- one of many in which 
Heaney returns to the work 
of his great Irish poetic 
forebear - he used the word 
“exemplary” of that poet’s 
demeanour at a particular 
point in his life, and Heaney’s 
own life had the character of 
an experiment that was also 
available for scrutiny. For 
all the “luck” of the career, 
it was a life lived with a 
strong awareness of social 
and cultural responsibility. 
If the even-handedness of 
some of his explicit political 
remarks could seem almost 

diplomatic at times (politicians, including Bill Clinton, 
have been fond of quoting him), he was also, when the 
occasion demanded, a forceful articulator of an Irish 
political conscience before a primarily English audience. 
This was notably the case at a prizegiving in 1988, at 
which he chastised the English press for their reporting 
of Northern Ireland, and in the last of his Oxford lectures, 
Frontiers of Writing, in which he analysed his perturbed 
feelings when he stayed in a Tory cabinet minister’s 
room in an Oxford college at the time of the IRA hunger 
strikes in 1981.

Heaney’s major public commitment in Ireland was to 
the Field Day Theatre Company, of which, along with 
Brian Friel and Stephen Rea, he became a director. 
Formed initially to stage contemporary plays outside 
the commercial theatre, Field Day developed, through 
various publications, into a controversial agency of 
agitation in Irish cultural politics. In 1983 it published 
Heaney’s Sweeney Astray, a translation from the 
medieval Irish tale Buile Suibhne, and in 1990 it staged 
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The Cure at Troy, his version 
of Philoctetes by Sophocles. 
Both make clear, if coded, 
reference to contemporary 
Irish political life. Heaney 
published a further dramatic 
translation, of Sophocles’s 
Antigone, as The Burial 
at Thebes, in 2004, and 
it premiered at Dublin’s 
Abbey theatre that year.

Translation was a major element of his later work: 
notably his outstandingly successful version, published 
in 1999, of the long Anglo-Saxon poem Beowulf, and his 
version of a Horatian ode, Anything Can Happen, which 
commemorated the events of 9/11.

Given his eminence, Heaney was exceptionally 
approachable: gregarious, generous, courteous 
and convivial. He was a formidably, spontaneously 
eloquent man gifted with a wonderful verbal memory: 
he once recited the whole of one of Philip Larkin’s less 
well-known poems to me, and another time several 
prose paragraphs from the philosopher EM Cioran. 
Nevertheless, his social manner was entirely relaxed and 
relaxing. He was a benignly mischievous raconteur and 
took great delight in telling, and hearing, jokes. He was 
very funny indeed, and to spend any time at all in his 
company was to laugh a great deal.

One of my happiest memories is of stopping off at a 
cinema in the Dublin suburb of Tallaght on the way to 
Wicklow with him to catch an afternoon showing of 
Robert Zemeckis’s 2007 animated movie of Beowulf, 
which boldly attempts to sex up the text on which it 
is somewhat loosely based. The only other audience 
members were, weirdly, a party of ribald boy scouts. 
The various incongruities were striking, and hilarious.

Where he encountered envies, resentments and 
hostilities, Heaney appeared to handle them with 
equanimity and aplomb, even if the eventual dissolution 
of some old allegiances clearly caused distress. 
He was, though, a man of whom it could be said, as 
Yeats wanted it said of him, “his glory was he had such 
friends”. These included international literary greats, 
such as Miłosz, Bishop, Ted Hughes, Robert Lowell, 
Joseph Brodsky and Derek Walcott, but Heaney also 
had a great deal of time for younger writers, whom he 
encouraged and quietly promoted.

For all the strength of personality manifest in Heaney’s 
life, it is of course to the poetry that we will return. This 
is always, as it were, a life altogether elsewhere; and 
the elsewhere in Heaney is characteristically the life of 
memory, and specifi cally the memory of his childhood 
place, the townlands of his origins whose Irish names - 

Anahorish, Broagh, Toome, 
Mossbawn, Bellaghy - are 
now such an indelible part of 
English-language poetry, as 
are their accents, rhythms 
and people. There is a real 
sense in which his poetry is 
permanent homesickness, 
as the place is returned to 
again and again, but always 
with a difference, until 
its topography becomes 

the register of an immensely complex psychological, 
emotional, cultural and political terrain; until the place 
has become, in fact, in the title of one of Heaney’s 
collections of lectures, the “place of writing”.

Crucial to the worldview of that place of origin was an 
earlier phase of Irish Catholicism, and although the 
religion itself had for Heaney long given way to the 
secularism characteristic of his literary generation, his 
categories of discrimination in writing as well as in ethics 
- almost, you might say, his categories of consciousness 
itself - continued always to carry a distinctively Catholic 
infl ection. For all his later secularism, Heaney’s 
imagination continued also to be suffused by images 
of an afterlife. This is fi gured most powerfully in his 
later work by allusions to and evocations of Virgil, and 
especially of the descent into the underworld in Book VI 
of the Aeneid, part of which Heaney translated in Seeing 
Things (1991), and which is conjured, absorbed and 
refracted in the sequence Route 110 in Human Chain.

In such places, the Aeneid seems to constitute a kind of 
displaced Catholicism, supplying a supportive mythology 
for a poet whose secularism continued to require such 
a thing. In the sequence Squarings, in Seeing Things, 
however, he fi nds an image all his own for an afterlife 
that is the almost miraculously continued life of a County 
Derry landscape:

At any rate, when light breaks over me
The way it did on the road beyond Coleraine
Where wind got saltier, the sky more hurried

And silver lamé shivered on the Bann
Out in mid-channel between the painted poles
That day I’ll be in step with what escaped me.

He is survived by 
Marie, Christopher, Michael and Catherine Ann

and his grandchildren.
• Seamus Justin Heaney, poet, 

born 13 April 1939; died 30 August 2013

Originally published in The Guardian 
and reproduced with their kind consent.
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The inaugural lecture in the series “Culture, Change 
and Challenge” took place on January 20th 2005. This 
series of lectures, which is still running today, was the 
brainchild of the then Rev Eamon Martin, Principal of St 
Columb’s College.

The inaugural speaker was Professor Seamus Heaney,
Nobel Laureate and Alumnus Illustrissimus His lecture was
entitled: “In Another Pattern - The Power of the Classics.”
He was introduced by Dr Peter Jones MBE, author, 
journalist and co-founder of “Friends of the Classics.” 

Rather than just recounting what a marvellous day this 
was in the annals of St Columb’s, I thought it might be a 
good idea to let you revisit the day itself. Simply scan the 
three QR Codes below to go straight to the three - part 
video of the day on You Tube.

I have also included three other QR Codes which I feel 
are of relevance. Many thanks to Mr Joe Stewart for 
having set up a channel on You Tube of video material 
related to St Columb’s.

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Professor Heaney’s inaugural lecture of
St Columb’s series

7

Professor Seamus Heaney lecture St Columb’s

 Part 1 Part 2 Part 3

President 
Clinton 

and others pay 
tribute to 

Seamus Heaney

President 
Michael D 
Higgins

pays tribute to
Seamus Heaney

Seamus 
Heaney 
reading 

Mid Term 
Break
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Kane McLaughlin had the honour 
of speaking a tribute to Seamus 
Heaney at this live BBC NI event.  
It was broadcast on Radio Foyle 
as part of a reflection on Derry/
Londonderry City of Culture 2013.  
The following is the text he used, 
written by Mr Tony McGonigle 
Acting Head of English in St 
Columb’s College.

Hello, My name is Kane 
McLaughlin, I’m a Year 13 pupil in 
St Columb’s College; Alma Mater, 
as you all know, of the late Seamus 
Heaney, who is rightly being 
remembered tonight at the end of 
our City’s year as cultural beacon in 
these islands and far beyond.

The Irish writer, Roy Foster, wrote 
in The Guardian about our Nobel 
Prize winning poets: “Whereas 
Yeats’s shadow was seen, by some 
of his younger contemporaries, 
as blotting out the sun, Heaney’s 
great presence let in the light.” As a 
student in St Columb’s, especially 
an English student like me, Seamus 
Heaney was never described as 
some giant of literature who we 
could never understand or hope to 
emulate; he’s more like one of our 
past pupils who has done really well for himself but we 
can still aspire to be like him- He explained to a French 
Interviewer once what a culchie was, then followed it by 
saying: “...  I like poetry that doesn’t fancy itself up to be 
poetry.”* Don’t we all? Heaney, SJ (as he was called in 
our school attendance record) is Culture personified, but 
still loved by people like me, who also like Emmerdale 
and I’m a Celebrity etc.

When we first read “Death of A Naturalist” at school, 
we become the young Heaney; we’ve been in that 
classroom too; we just know what “slobber” means and 
obviously there‘s “farting” in it so we like that too!  We 

move on to “Digging” which is about 
Seamus breaking with expectation 
and tradition, becoming his own 
man; as we get older we understand 
that he’s lived what we are living; 
he becomes a guide almost- “It’s 
ok,” he says “you’ll be grand.” My 
teacher told me that ‘Doing English’ 
was Seamus’s title for his public 
lectures at Oxford and Harvard; 
I don’t know if I could ever ‘do 
English’ better than him but he never 
makes you feel like you shouldn’t 
try; he encourages you, I think, to 
take your pen and “dig with it.” 

When asked how he felt about 
receiving the Nobel Prize, Seamus 
is quoted as saying: “Nothing can 
prepare you for it. Zeus thunders 
and the world blinks twice and you 
get to your feet again and try to 
keep going.”*

Is that not how we all felt when he 
left us? I was never lucky enough 
to have met Seamus Heaney but I 
feel like I have; even weirder is that, 
when I read his poems, I feel like he 
must know me too. That must be 
what a genius is.

Before I read you two or three of 
Seamus’ shorter poems, I’d like to say that my favourite 
line ever is from Electric Light, when he talks about 
“language that can still knock language sideways.”  
It’s what Seamus Heaney’s poems will keep doing to 
students and readers for ever I think.

Thank you, Seamus Heaney, and thank you for listening.
Good Night

Kane then went onto recite, The Bereaved, Nights of ‘57 
and In the Afterlife.

(*Interview in The French Review: Autumn 1997)
Mr Tony McGonigle

Tribute to Heaney at Culture Night
St Columb’s Hall Thursday 12th December 2013
BBC NI “Year in a Night”

Please scan this QR code 
for the section on Seamus Heaney from BBC NI’s “Year in a Night”

featuring Kane McLaughlin
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STAFFING 2013 - 2014

BOARD OF GOVERNORS

 LIST OF MEMBERS SOURCE OF NOMINATION
 
 Mr Patrick Kelly (Chairman) 
 Reverend John Cargan 

Trustees
 Mrs Elizabeth Hughes
 Mr Shaun McElhinney

 Ms Sandra Duffy 
 Ms Padraigin Ní Mhaonaigh Department of Education
 Vacant 

 Dr Rory McLaughlin Parent Governor

 Mrs Margaret Hannaway Teacher Governor

 Dr Judith O’Hare Co-opted Governor

 Mr FJM Madden (Correspondent) Principal

*****

SCHOOL MANAGEMENT TEAM

 Principal Mr FJM Madden

 Vice-Principal Mr T Bradley

 Vice-Principal Mr B Keys

 Senior Teacher (Post 16) Mr J Johnston

 Senior Teacher (Key Stage 4) Mr M McIlveen

 Senior Teacher (Key Stage 3) Miss P Hughes   

 HR & Finance Manager Ms F Hegarty

*****

YEAR HEADS

Year 8 Mr B Trainor Year 11 Mrs M Hannaway Year 13 Mr J Peoples
Year 9 Mr K Kearney Year 12 Mr D Chambers Year 14 Mrs U Grimley
Year 10 Mr E McAteer
 

*****

 Chaplain Rev Micheál McGavigan

 Chaplaincy Assistant Ms R Byrne
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SUBJECT LEADERS

Ancient History Vacant

Art and Design (including History of Art) Mr K O’Donnell

Biology Mr A Lagan

Business Studies Mr S McAteer

Careers Mrs S Beatty

Chemistry Mr N Finn

Engineering  Mr J Ward

English (Acting) Mr T P A McGonigle

French Dr S Funnell

Geography Mrs N McGonagle

German Ms M Lübbeke

History Mrs C McLaughlin

ICT Mrs L Hegarty

Irish Mrs P McConnell

Mathematics Mrs M McMullan

Moving Image Arts Mr M Meenan

Music Mr B McGinn

PE Mr E Burns

Physics Mr V Doherty

Politics Mr L Boyle

RE Mr M McConnellogue

Spanish Mrs S Caughey

Technology and Design Mr R Hyndman

Co-ordinator of Modern Languages Mrs P McConnell

Head of Science Mr A Lagan
 (Co-ordinates Science subjects)
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TEACHING  STAFF  2013 - 2014

Mr D Barr Mrs S Beatty Miss F Blee

Mr L Boyle Mrs J Bradley Mr T Bradley

Mr E Burns Mr L Burns Mrs M Burns

Ms R Byrne Mrs S Caughey Mr D Chambers

Miss P Connolly Mrs J Convery Mr G Doherty

Miss L Doherty Mrs M Doherty Mr V Doherty

Mr J Donaghey Miss B Duddy Miss C Ferguson

Mr N Finn Mrs H Foster Dr S Funnell

Mr G Gibbons Mr  Bliadhan Glass Mrs U Grimley

Mr W Guthrie Mrs M Hannaway Mr M Harte

Mrs L Hegarty Miss D Hillick Mr R Horner

Miss P Hughes Mr R Hyndman Mr J Johnston

Mr K Kearney Miss E Kerr M T B Keys

Mrs A-L Kirby Mr A Lagan Mr J B Logue

Ms M Lubbeke Mr FJM Madden Mr D Marlow

Mrs K McAlister Mr E McAteer Mr S McAteer

Mr G McCay Mrs G McCay Mrs P McConnell

Mr M McConnellogue Mr A McCourt Mr P McGarry

Mr B McGilloway Mr B McGinn Mrs N McGonagle

Mrs S McGonigle Mr T P A McGonigle Mr M McIlveen

Mrs C McLaughlin Miss E McLaughlin Miss O McLaughlin

Mrs M McMullan Mr J McQuillan Ms B McTaggart

Mr M Meenan Mr G Millar Mr L Mosby

Mrs L Murray Ms M J O’Carolan Mr B O’Donnell

Mr K O’Donnell Mr N O’Donnell Ms C O’Hagan

Mrs A O’Kane Mrs M-L O’Kane Mr M Ó Murchú

Mrs M O’Riordan Mr J Peoples Mr X Prigent

Miss H Sisk Mr D Smyth Mrs J Smyth

Mr C Stevenson Mrs S Tohill Mr M Tracey

Mr B Trainor Ms A M Valadez Peña Mr J Ward
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Administrative Staff Caretakers and Grounds Technicians
Mr J Broderick Mr J Burns Miss J Cairns
Mr D Carlin Mr K Gallagher Miss N Doherty
Mrs T Doherty Mr M McEleney Mr J Gill
Mrs A Gallagher Mr M McKinney Mr G Gillen
Mrs T Johnstone Mr D McLaughlin Mr R McGilligan
Mrs M McCallion  Mr J Mulhern
Mrs M O’Kane Classroom Assistants Mr F Wilson
Mr J Quigley Mrs M Brown
 Ms R Campbell
 Mrs C Devine
 Mrs I Daly
 Ms A Doherty
 Dr L Feeney
 Ms Y Gallagher
 Mrs R Harvey
 Mr L Haslett
 Mrs R Hutchman
 Mrs D Kelly
 Mrs C Keogh 
 Mrs T McCauley
 Mrs G McGill
 Mrs B McLaughlin
 Mrs K McLaughlin

Canteen Network Management Cleaning
Mrs J Barlow and ICT Support Mrs J Barlow
Mrs J Boyle - Catering Supervisor Mr D Boast Mrs C Brown
Mrs T Doyle Mrs U McCaul Mr J Burns
Mr M Harrigan Mr J Stewart Ms J Cowan
Mrs M Healy  Ms P Coyle
Mrs H Kelly Library Ms A Curran
Mrs P Kelly - Head Cook Dr A Carlin Ms A Donnelly
Mrs D McDermott Mr S Crumley Ms E Doran
Mrs C Pennock  Mrs T Doyle
Mrs M Quigley - Cooks Study Supervisor Ms U Doyle
Mrs M Quigley - Cooks Mrs P MacDermott Mrs M Dunne
Mrs A Whoriskey Mrs M Madden Ms C Gillespie
Mrs L Wylie  Mr M Harrigan
 Domestic Assistant Ms A M Kelly - Supervisor
 Mrs P Saunders Ms M Kelly
  Ms L Masterton
 Domestic Attendant Mr P McCourt
 Mrs L Masterton Mr J McMenamin
  Ms D Montgomery
 Sixth Form Supervisor Miss L Robinson
 Mrs B Crumlish Mr A Pennock 
  Mrs J Rowe
 Sports Development Officer  Mrs P Saunder - Acting  
  (Acting)  Supervisor
 Mr J Green Ms E Wilson
  Mrs L Wylie
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Welcome to “The Columban 2014”. I hope 
you enjoy our attempt to encapsulate 
the myriad facets of life in and around St 
Columb’s College over this past year. I’m 
tapping this out on an iPad on a blustery 
Saturday morning in February and will 
email it directly to the printers without a 
page being wasted. How times change. 
Seamus Heaney never wasted a page 
either and his passing has been sorely 
felt by our whole school community. I felt 
it was only right to honour Seamus, one 
of our two Nobel Laureates, through this 
publication for his magnifi cent contribution to world 
literature and for his loyalty to his alma mater over the 
years. Indeed, preparations were already underway last 
August for Seamus to visit our school in September 
when the tragic news broke. 

Editorial

As ever, I would like to thank the hard 
working pupils of our Editorial Team for 
their dedication over this past year. I also 
thank Mr FJM Madden for his continuing 
support and encouragement, as well as 
Stephen and Michelle from Limavady 
Printing Company without whose patience 
and good humour this publication would 
never have happened. 

As you peruse the magazine this year 
you may well wonder what the funny 

black an white squares are. These are QR 
(Quick Response) Codes which, when scanned by a 
smart phone or tablet with a QR scanner, bring you to 
a relevant website or further information. Technology 
certainly pervades this publication and I cannot help but 
refl ect what the late Paul Wilkins would have made of it 

all. I think he would have just laughed. 

I mention Paul and many before him 
because this publication is writing the 
history of St Columb’s in a certain era. 
The pace of change seems to know 
only one setting. Change is a thing 
you cannot encapsulate. The best that 
I can hope for is that you get some 
sense of where St Columb’s is coming 
from, where it is now and where 
change may lead it in the future. 

Follow us on Twitter
@TheColumban35

www.facebook.com/TheColumban35 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell
Editor

The Columban
bodonnell202@stcolumbs.com

The Editorial Team: Martin Foy, Garry Mallett, Matthew Peoples, Peter Madden, 
Adam Beales, Sam Thompson, Kane McLaughlin  Missing: Mark Kelly
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On Sunday 21st April 2013, a sizeable 
contingent of St Columb’s College 
students, staff, former staff, governors, 
former governors and College Union 
representatives travelled to St Patrick’s 
Cathedral in Armagh for the ordination of 
past pupil and former College President, 
Monsignor Eamon Martin, as Coadjutor 
Archbishop of Armagh.  In doing so, the 
St Columb’s representatives were joining 
with a very distinguished congregation 
to witness a most historic event, the 
consecration of the successor of St 
Patrick.

The heavens opened in the hour before the ceremony, 
threatening to cast a cloud (literally) over the events 
to come; but as 3.00 p.m., the hour of the ordination 
ceremony’s beginning approached, the clouds parted 
and the sun shone through, bathing the Cathedral and 
its grounds in wonderful light and creating all kinds of 
wonderful patterns for the gathering congregation as 
sunlight filtered through the stained glass windows of 
the venerable building.

At 3.00 p.m. precisely the beginning of the ordination 
ceremony was heralded by the rich sound of organ, 
brass and choir echoing through the Cathedral.  A long 
line of priests and religious processed in, preceding most 
of the members of the Irish hierarchy.  Present too were 
senior archbishops from Scotland and England.  Necks 
strained to get a glimpse of the richly-vested Coadjutor 
Archbishop-elect as he entered the magnificent 
Cathedral, flanked by his two Derry Diocese classmates, 
Fr Colm O’Doherty (a former member of staff in St 
Columb’s) and Fr Michael McCaughey (Parish Priest of 
Three Patrons, who has become a familiar sight around 
the school this year, celebrating Mass for both year 
groups and on many mornings in the College Oratory).

The main actors in the ceremony - apart from 
Archbishop-elect Martin, were the three ordaining 
bishops.  The main consecrator was the current 
Archbishop of Armagh, Cardinal Sean Brady.  The 
Co-consecrators were Archbishop Charles Brown, the 
Papal Nuncio to Ireland and Bishop Gerard Clifford, the 
retired Auxiliary Bishop of Armagh.  Also prominent in 
the unfolding ritual was our very own Assistant Chaplain, 
Rev Micheál McGavigan, wearing vestments first used at 
the 1932 Eucharistic Congress (held in Ireland).

The entire ceremony - many parts of which can 
trace their origins back centuries - was rich in both 

Ordination of Monsignor Eamon Martin as 
Coadjutor Archbishop of Armagh

symbolism and mystery.  Wonderful 
music, beautifully sung, enhanced many 
aspects of the ordination rite, however 
its most solemn moment, the laying 
on of hands by the main consecrators, 
took place in absolute silence.  In that 
profound quiet, one could sense the 
mystery of the Apostolic Succession that 
was taking place at that place and time.  
As Archbishop Martin received the mitre, 
ring and crozier, symbols of his office, 
he appeared not dissimilar to some of 
the images of medieval prelates that one 
sees in the history books.        

Towards the end of the ceremony, Archbishop Martin 
addressed the large congregation in the following words;

My brothers and sisters in Christ, distinguished guests, 
friends, thank you for your presence here this afternoon 
and for the encouragement of your prayers. I know that 
many of you have travelled long distances to be here. I 
really appreciate it. Agus dóibh siúd ar fud na tíre a thug 
am le cúpla mí anuas le scríobh chugam, nó a chuir 
scairt orm, ag gealladh domsa paidreacha a rá ar mo 
shon, tugaim buíochas ó mo chroí amach. Cuimhneoidh 
me oraibh i mo chuid paidreacha féin, agus bígí cinnte 
go ndéanfaidh me mo dhícheall sa ghairm seo ó Dhia i 
mo shaol. 

I feel a whole mixture of emotions about this new 
calling in my life - excitement, nervousness, a sense of 
my unworthiness and inadequacy - but your prayers, 
good wishes and generosity have lifted me up. Since 
the announcement of my appointment in January, I’ve 
been simply overwhelmed by so many messages of 
encouragement, assuring me that this is a time of hope 
and new life for our Church, and telling me not to be 
afraid, but to trust in God always. 

What an uplifting liturgy this has been! I am grateful to 
everyone who has been part of it and to all those who 
have helped in any way with the planning and organisation 
for today. And what more fitting occasion than Good 
Shepherd Sunday, Vocations Sunday, for me to begin my 
new ministry! Cardinal Brady, your homily was thoughtful 
and inspiring. I’m sure today brings back memories of 
your ordination as Coadjutor Archbishop of Armagh 18 
years ago, and of course for you too Bishop Clifford as 
you remember your episcopal ordination on this very 
day in 1991. Thank you both for your commitment and 
dedication to the flock of Christ here in Armagh. I look 
forward very much to serving alongside you. 
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Not long ago my aunts gave me a figurine of the Good 
Shepherd carrying a sheep on his shoulders. When 
I look at it, I remember that when we, like sheep, go 
astray, the Lord, in his mercy, searches us out, lifts us 
up, and lovingly carries us back. I pray that the Good 
Shepherd will always guide me along the right path and 
walk beside me in troubled times. Agus mé ag teacht 
chuig an áit iontach seo, Ard Mhacha, croí Críostaí na 
hÉireann, guím mar a ghuigh Naomh Pádraig: 

Críost liom,
Críost romham,
Críost i mo dhiaidh,
Críost istigh ionam,
Críost fúm,
Críost os mo chionn,
Críost ar mo láimh dheas,
Críost ar mo láimh chlé. 

I mentioned back in January that we live in a time of 
change, challenge and opportunity, and I suggested 
that this is a good time, as the psalms say, to ‘sing a 
new song to the Lord’. A lot of people commented to 
be afterwards about that beautiful verse of scripture, 
so I chose it for my episcopal motto: Cantate Domino 
canticum novum! 

Sing a new song to The Lord! It suggests ‘renewal’. It 
calls on us to seek fresh ways of presenting the message 
of the Gospel. But how can this be done? How can we 
sing the song of the Lord in these strange times? How 
can we make it heard above the cacophony of voices 
competing for attention in the public square? Only if 
others can see that our believing in Christ makes a real 
difference to our lives. St Augustine said ‘the one who has 
learned to love a new life has learned to sing a new song’! 
For me, that new song is a song about love and peace, a 
song of forgiveness and reconciliation. It sings out Good 
News about the sacredness of all human life and the 
wonder of God’s creation; it tells of the dignity of every 
person and it challenges us to reach out to the poorest 
and most vulnerable in the world; It’s a song about family 
and solidarity, about charity, truth and justice. 

Of course there are some who will not want to listen. 
There are others too who have been so hurt and 
betrayed in the past, that understandably they find 
themselves unable to trust our message. That is why 
we must continue, as Pope Benedict XVI exhorted us in 
his letter, ‘to reflect on the wounds inflicted on Christ’s 
body’, and persevere in our efforts to bind those wounds 
and heal them. 

Pope Francis has spoken recently about the need to ‘go 
out of ourselves’, beyond our usual comfort zones to 
the ‘edges of our existence’. It is there, he says, that we 
meet the poor, the forgotten, the disillusioned. And there 
we must sing our new song in a way which will speak 
to the reality of their daily lives, with all their hurts and 
burdens and troubles. The only way we can do that is 
by singing about God’s mercy and love for each one of 

us personally. That is what the new song is about - it is 
a song of love, that God unconditionally loves each one 
of us, despite our sinfulness and imperfections, and that 
the Lamb of God, who suffered and died to take away 
the sins of the world, has mercy on us. 

The singing of the new song is not simply a task for 
bishops, priests and religious. It belongs to all God’s 
people. We are all called to holiness and to mission. 
During this Year of Faith, I pray for a renewed outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit in Ireland, enkindling the fire of God’s 
love in the hearts of all the faithful! My brothers and 
sisters, we need you to share in the renewal and new 
evangelisation that is at the very heart of the Church’s 
mission. Sing the new song of the Lord with your hearts 
and your lives, by witnessing to Christ in your families 
and workplaces, and in the new mission fields of media, 
culture, business and politics. 

Blessed John Henry Newman said that God has created 
each of us to do him some definite service, some task or 
mission that he is not entrusting to anyone else. On this 
Vocations Sunday, I pray that each of us can hear more 
clearly the voice of the Lord in our lives, and understand 
more fully what God is calling us to. I pray also that the 
Holy Spirit may re-awaken in Ireland that wonderful 
spirit of self-giving which inspired so many young men 
and women in the past to give themselves totally to the 
service of the Gospel as priests and in consecrated life. 

Of course we must all be sure that it is the Lord’s song 
that we are singing, and not simply our own composition 
with a catchy rhythm and some clever lyrics. And we 
must sing in harmony with one another as people, 
priests, religious and bishops. Our new song must never 
dilute the strength of Christ’s message but must capture 
faithfully the timeless truth of the Gospel. And that can 
only happen if we live in communion with Christ and with 
one another, and if we gather regularly to be nourished 
by God’s word and the sacraments. 

In Ireland today each one of us is being called to 
personal conversion, to open our heart to friendship with 
Jesus who is the Way, the Truth and the Life! If we listen 
carefully to his voice speaking gently in the depth of our 
being, then we can find our personal vocation and learn 
to understand where our Good Shepherd is leading 
us. We become like a new person with a new song, 
and, because that new song is about the Good News 
of Jesus Christ, it is impossible to keep it to ourselves! 
As the old Baptist hymn puts it: ‘Since Love is Lord of 
heaven and earth… How can I keep from singing!’ 

My dear brothers and sisters, every Holy Thursday at the 
Chrism Mass, the bishop asks his flock to pray for him. 
In those same words, please pray for me that, ‘despite 
my own weakness and sinfulness, I may be faithful to the 
apostolic office entrusted to me today, and every day of 
my life remaining, by the grace of God, I may be made 
a living and more perfect image of Christ, the Priest, 
the Good Shepherd, the Teacher and the Servant of all. 
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May the Lord keep all of us in his charity and lead us, 
shepherds and flock, to eternal life’. 

‘Sé an Tiarna m’aoire, ní bheidh aon nith de dhith orm. 
Amen.

After the ceremony, Archbishop Martin stood at the 
great west door of the Cathedral - with its wonderful 
views across the City of Armagh - and greeted every 
member of the congregation.  He was particularly glad 
to see the many members of the St Columb’s College 
community who had travelled to the Orchard County to 
be with them.  He thanked each and every one of them 
for travelling to be with him and asked the entire school 
community to remember him in its prayers.

After that, all that remained to do was to cross the 
Cathedral grounds to enter St Patrick’s Grammar school 
where a wonderful celebratory feast was served - with 
amazing speed and dexterity - to a gathering of close to 
1,000 people.  As the meal ended, Archbishop Martin 
arrived to greet and be greeted by the guests.  He was 
now wearing the beautifully wrought pectoral cross 

The Joy of the Gospel

On the afternoon of Monday February 10th 
2014, St Columb’s College had the honour 
of welcoming Most Rev Eamon Martin, DD, 
Coadjutor Archbishop of Armagh, to deliver 
a lecture as part of our long-established 
Culture, Change and Challenge series. 
Archbishop Martin is a former pupil, 

teacher and President of St Columb’s College. 
His address - delivered to a packed to capacity 
audience, attesting to the relevance of his 
address to a very wide range of people - 
was entitled ‘The joy of the Gospel’ [Pope 
Francis] - Bringing Faith to Life in Ireland 
Today.

that had been gifted to him by the St Columb’s College 
community.

Suitably fed and watered, the St Columb’s College 
contingent finally took its leave of the new Archbishop 
and set out on the long journey home.  Tired, of course, 
but wonderfully enthused by its participation in a historic 
event that will live ling in the memory.

Archbishop Martin will make his first visit as Coadjutor 
Archbishop of Armagh to St Columb’s College on 
Sunday 12th May when he will celebrate Mass for 
governors, staff, students and representatives of 
the College Union.  We are already looking forward 
to welcoming him back to his alma mater on what 
promises to be a wonderful occasion.

Mr FJM Madden

Please scan this QR code if you 
would like to watch the ceremony

Archbishop Martin addressing 
audience

Mr FJM Madden 
addressing audience

Rev Frank Bradley introducing 
Archbishop Martin
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Archbishop Eamon Martin - A Brief Résumé

Eamon Columba Martin was born in Derry on 30th 
October 1961. After his primary education in St 
Patrick’s, Pennyburn, he studied at St Columb’s 
College. Eamon Martin was ordained a priest for the 
diocese of Derry on 28th June 1987.  Following his 
ordination Fr Eamon served as a curate in Templemore 
Parish (St Eugene’s Cathedral) from 1987 until 1989. 
After further studies at the Queen’s University, Belfast, 
Fr Eamon was appointed to the staff of St Columb’s 
College, becoming Head of Religious Education in 1997.  
During this period Fr Martin undertook additional post-
graduate studies at the University of Cambridge and at 
the Institute of Education in London. 

In 2000 Fr Eamon was appointed President of St 
Columb’s College, Derry, a position he held until 2008.  
At that time he was appointed Executive Secretary of the 
Irish Bishops’ Conference.  From 2010-2011 he served 
as Vicar General of the Diocese of Derry.  Following the 
resignation of Bishop Séamus Hegarty in November 
2011, the now-Monsignor Martin was elected as 
Diocesan Administrator of the Diocese of Derry, a position 
he filled until shortly before his episcopal ordination.

On 18th January 2013 it was announced that Pope 
Benedict XVI had appointed Monsignor Eamon Martin 
as Coadjutor Archbishop of Armagh.  His episcopal 
consecration took place in St Patrick’s Cathedral, 
Armagh, on Sunday 21st April 2013.  

Archbishop Martin’s episcopal motto is Cantate 
Canticum Novum (Sing a New Song [to the Lord]).

Synopsis of Dr Martin’s Address

‘The joy of the Gospel’ [Pope Francis] - Bringing Faith to 
Life in Ireland Today.

As we approach the end of Pope Francis’ first year 
as our Holy Father, it’s worth asking ourselves: 
what precisely is Pope Francis asking of the Church 
throughout the world?  Or of the Church in Ireland?  
More challenging still is to consider: what is Pope 
Francis asking of me personally, as a baptised Christian?
 
It is becoming more and more clear that the future of 
the Church in Ireland and beyond shall depend largely 
upon the witness of committed lay people living their 
lives animated by the Gospel values of charity and 
compassion.  Later this year we will celebrate the 
50th anniversary of the publication of Lumen Gentium, 
perhaps the key document of the Second Vatican 
Council. Lumen Gentium called for lay people to work 
for the ‘sanctification of the world from within like a 
leaven’.  In Deus Caritas Est (29) Pope Benedict repeats 
this call: ‘The direct duty to work for a just ordering of 
society... is proper to the lay faithful’.  Pope John Paul 
II spoke powerfully in Knock when he said:  ‘The great 
forces which shape the world - politics, the mass media, 
science, technology, culture, education, industry and 
work - are precisely the areas where lay people are 
especially competent to exercise their mission.  If these 
forces are guided by people who are true disciples of 
Christ, and who are, at the same time, fully competent 
in the relevant secular knowledge and skill, then indeed 
will the world be transformed from within by Christ’s 
redeeming power’.
 
Our new Pope is making it clear that we are all called 
to mission, and that mission is especially to the poor, 
marginalised, the excluded, those we tend to forget.  
Our new Holy Father is disturbing our peace - we are 
excited when we hear him speak, but also challenged 
and called to be witnesses to the Gospel of Joy. How 
might we bring faith to life in Ireland today?
 
Archbishop Martin traced for us how, through Popes 

Mr Mark McConnellogue, Head of RE, Mr Jim Sammon, President PPU, 
Archbishop Martin and Mr FJM Madden

Bishop Ken Good and 
Archbishop Martin
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Different schools represented Mr Brendan McGinn conducts the St Columb’s Choir

Dean Curran, Stephen Duffy, Dean Boyle, Lee Ryan and Oisin O’Kane 
with the Archbishop

Jude McCandless performs his own song 
King of Spain

Benedict and Francis, joy has been put back into our 
faith, countering the tomb psychology of defeatism 
which turns us into sourpusses. Pope Francis states 
that we should get out there and bring faith to life. The 
self referential church keeps Jesus locked in. How do 
we become missionary? The challenge of Francis is the 
radical call of Jesus to go out and proclaim the Good 
News.

Archbishop Martin, reflecting on the teachings of Pope 
Francis, presented us with three challenges. We have to 
let the word of God in to change us, we must reach out 
to the poor and, the most difficult challenge of all, each 
of us must be a witness to our faith in public. 

Representatives from St Brigid’s College, St Cecilia’s 
College, St Joseph’s College, St Mary’s College, Lumen 
Christi College and Thornhill College were present 
along with their A-level Religious Education pupils.  Also 

in attendance were Dr Ken Good, Church of Ireland 
Bishop of Derry and Raphoe, and a large number of the 
presbyterate of the Diocese of Derry.

Before Dr Martin’s address, the large crowd present was 
entertained musically by pupil Jude McCandless, who 
sang us a song he wrote himself - ‘King of Spain’.  Jude 
was followed by Mr Brendan McGinn, Head of Music, 
leading the St Columb’s Choir in a rousing rendition of 
the jazz classic “It don’t mean a thing (if it ain’t got that 
swing)”.

Tea and coffee were provided in the school Canteen 
after the lecture.

We would like to thank both Dr Martin for his inspiring 
and uplifting address and all those who contributed to 
what proved to be a great afternoon in the annals of St 
Columb’s College.

Mr FJM Madden
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The Columban 2013 Launch - Thursday May 2nd
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Some of the congregation

The afternoon of Friday June 7th 2013 will go down 
in the annals of St Columb’s as one of the most 
perfect expressions of what our school is all about, 
as we gathered around the statue of our patron saint 
on a perfect summer’s afternoon to celebrate mass 
in his honour.  Mass was celebrated by Rev Michael 
McCaughey, Parish Priest of Three Roses, ably assisted 
by Rev Micheál McGavigan in one of his final roles as 
deacon before being ordained to the priesthood on June 
16th 2013. 

Music was provided by our very talented Staff Traditional 
Irish group with singing solo by James Kelly Year 14. For 
once we could gather as a community to reflect on what 
lies at the heart of our school. Rev McCaughey spoke of 
the legacy of St Columba and how our school carries on 
its patron’s mission in seeking first the Kingdom of God. 
Through the liturgy of the word, the Eucharist and music, 
St Columb’s College 2013 enjoyed a reflective moment 
at the end of another busy school year.

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Glorious day for celebrating St Columba

Some more of the congregation

Feeling the heat Keeping cool in the shade

The Traditional Group Front of school looking at its best
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On December 10th 2013 a St Columb’s Christmas tradition was resurrected when our annual Carol Service was held 
outside of the school in St Patrick’s Church Pennyburn. Conditions were clement as our ten Year 8 groups and their 
Form Tutors and Peer Mentors set off from the Assembly Hall for the ten minute walk to the Church, ably assisted along 
the way by our Prefects who marshalled each junction. Year 8 parents had also been invited and they turned up in 
encouraging numbers to witness a very fine Carol Service indeed. 

Many thanks to all who put in such 
a great effort in organising and 
practising for this special event, 
especially Ms Ruth Byrne for her great 
organisational skills, Miss Priscilla 
Connolly for her selfless dedication 
to our choir, Mrs Margaret Burns for 
her inspirational leadership of our 
excellent orchestra and Rev Micheál 
McGavigan, School Chaplain, whose 
drive and determination to get 
things right ensured a most uplifting 
afternoon. Many parents commented 
afterwards on the excellence of the 
Service.

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Carols from Pennyburn
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On Tuesday March 11th, Abbot Edmund Power OSB, 
the Abbot of St Paul’s Outside the Walls Basilica in 
Rome, came to St Columb’s College to launch the 
Ambassadors of St Paul programme. This programme 
is delivered in Year 10 Religious Studies classes and 
comprises three components. It encourages young 
people to explore how faith, hope and love are relevant 
in their lives today. After some reflection, pupils then 
compile a one and a five year plan for their lives. As a 
way of putting love into action, a guest speaker from a 
charity is invited to the school to enlist the support of 
the pupils, who then set about raising some money. 
This year Roisin O’Hara from Trocaire spoke at the Ash 
Wednesday services as many pupils participated in this 
year’s Trocaire campaign.

The staff and pupils of the music department performed 
some beautiful arrangements and Mr Donal Chambers 

The Ambassadors of St Paul Programme -
The Launch

prepared a number of pupils for a short drama on the 
conversion of Saul. This drama was extremely evocative 
and enabled everyone to meditate on one aspect of the life 
of Paul. Principals and Year 10 pupils from Post-Primary 
Catholic schools were in attendance as were members of 
the Catechetical Centre. Everyone enjoyed the event very 
much and Abbot Edmund was extremely congenial.

We took advantage of Abbot Edmund’s expertise on 
the life and theology of St Paul and invited him to give 
a lecture to our A Level Religious Studies pupils in the 
afternoon. He spoke eloquently about St Paul’s divided 
self and how this manifested itself in a rigid adherence to 
the law. He explained to the pupils the conversion of Saul, 
using as an aid, the Caravaggio painting of that subject 
from the church of Santa Maria del Popolo in Rome.

Mr Mark McConnellogue

Mr M McConnellogue, Rev P Farren, Director of Derry 
Diocesan Catechetical Office, Miss Marguerite Hamilton, 

Principal Thornhill College, and Mrs M Lindsay, 
Principal St Mary’s College.

Abbot Edmund with Callum Harkin 10G
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Pupil News

John Smith and Gavin Duffy won 
the prestigious Northern Ireland 
Schools Debating Competition for our 
school.  The Grand Final took place 
at Parliament Buildings Stormont on 
the evening of Friday May 3rd 2013 
where the St Columb’s pupils, who 
proposed the motion, defeated a team 
from Bangor Grammar.  The motion 
for debate was:

‘This House believes that America and 
Europe are no longer fit to compete 
against the rise of Latin America and 
Asia.’

St Columb’s College - Top Public Speakers 
in Northern Ireland

It is a considerable achievement for 
the boys and the school to have won 
this competition in which one hundred 
schools participated.  We have 
entered teams on many occasions 
and so have become familiar with the 
parliamentary-style of debating which 
is expected.

John and Gavin have been involved 
in debating at St Columb’s since 
Year 10 and have developed their 
confidence and style over a number 
of years.  To get to the final the boys 

Gavin and John with Mr Conor 
Bradford, journalist and broadcaster.

had to win several debates throughout 
the academic year 2012/13 from a 
diverse range of topics in a knock-out 
competition.  Taking part in debating 
has forced them to consider all 
sides of an argument and to develop 
excellent listening skills.  

It is to be hoped that the success of 
Gavin and John will motivate younger 
pupils at St Columb’s to become 
involved in the school’s Debating 
Society.

Mrs Jacqueline Smyth
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The St Columb’s Debating Society, organised by Mrs 

Jaqueline Smyth, visited Belfast on Tuesday February 

4th 2014 to participate in a debate against Belfast High. 

Around fifteen members of the debating society made 

the trip. Charlie Henry and Kane McLaughlin spoke as 

the opposition to the motion that we should welcome 

Eastern European immigrants to the United Kingdom. 

Both groups brought up both interesting and valid points 

surrounding this contentious debate, such as benefits, 

healthcare and crime. The floor debate was extremely 

interesting, with the members bringing up intriguing 

points of view. The debate came to a close with the 

vote, and the final decision, made by the Adjudicator. 

Unfortunately in this case, it went in favour of the 

proposition by the narrow margin of just two points.

This has set the standard high for future public speakers 

and we have high hopes for success in the future.

Matthew Spence

Public Speaking

Charlie Douglas

Kane McLaughlin and Charlie Douglas

The audience
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During the month of April 2013 all Year 10 students 
took part in a project on Spanish-speaking countries.  In 
their Spanish classes they learned about geographical, 
cultural & linguistic aspects of the countries. They 
then chose a country of their choice and completed a 
profile.  The pupils presented their work in colour on 
A3 paper and the best projects out of each class were 
judged. Three winners and a runner-up were chosen 

Year 10 Latin America Project

and presented with vouchers for Brunswick Cinebowl. 
¡Felicidades chicos !

 Winners : James McLaughlin 10D, Ciaran Deery 10D  
   and Colm McAnaney 10A
 Runner-up : Daniel Deery 10H

Mr Marcas Ó Murchú

Left to right: Colm McAnaney 10A, Ciaran Deery 10D, James McLaughlin 10D, Daniel Deery 10H
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Organised by the students of Year 13 PE under the 
supervision of Mr Brian Trainor, this annual Fun Day 
proved a great success.  St Columb’s pupils, as ever, 
excelled themselves working in partnership with children 
from the local community to come up with a day which 
benefited everyone involved.

The highlight this year was the portable climbing wall 
which proved very popular with both Foyle View and 
St Columb’s students alike. 

We wish to extend our thanks to all of the sponsors who 
made this magical day possible and in particular the 

Foyle View Fun/Activity Day 
Thursday May 9th 2013

St Columb’s College Parents Association, who 
contribute most generously year on year. 

BBC School Report were there on the day and pupils 
availed of the opportunity to interview people and also 
to experience all the technology of the BBC Outside 
Broadcasting Unit.

Pupils taking part this year were Michael Kelly, Deaglan 
Foley, Ronan Sweeney, Jack King, Daryl Mallet, Dean 
Ryan, Darren McDaid, Dean Boyle, Jordan McClelland,
Tomas McCrossan, Damien Watson and Dylan McCallion. 
Lochlainn Ferguson played the drums on the day.

Mr Brian Trainor
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It is always with a mixture of emotions that we gather 
each year to bid farewell to our Year 14 students. For we 
staff, another year has passed. We hope we have taught 
them well and that they will have cherished memories of 
their time in St Columb’s College. We reflect on the future 
challenges facing our Year 14 pupils as they take the first 
tentative steps into the adult world, a world much less full 
of certainties then the confines of a school environment. 
What we cannot forget, though, is that our Year 14 
students only experience this day once and their emotions 
are thus heightened. This is a pivotal occasion for them; 
their hopes and fears are channelled through liturgy and 
the sharing of a meal, morphing into a hugely positive 
experience that rounds off their time with us. The academic 
and the pastoral merge once again in the Assembly Hall 
and in the Canteen. There is much emotion, and rightly so. 

This year we were delighted to be joined by Archbishop 
Eamon Martin who celebrated Mass. Archbishop 
Martin is a former pupil, teacher and President of St 
Columb’s College so there are few, if any, better qualified 
to reflect upon all aspects of what it means to have 
spent seven years in our school. Mass was celebrated 
using a chalice loaned to the school for a year by the 
McGrory family. Father James McGrory was a former 
College alumnus who served the Diocese of Derry in 
the first half of the twentieth century and who served as 

Year 14 Valedictory Celebrations
Sunday May 12th 2013

a chaplain during World War One. We were delighted 
to welcome members of the McGrory family to join us 
in our celebrations. Archbishop Martin also wore his 
Pectoral Cross, a gift from St Columb’s College, which 
he will wear wherever he goes. On the reverse of the 
Cross you can find our school motto: ‘Quaerite Primum 
Regnum Dei’ (Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God). The 
Cross itself is modelled on the Cross of Carndonagh, 
where Archbishop Martin’s father hailed from. For the 
Archbishop this Pectoral Cross is deeply significant.   

In his sermon Archbishop Martin brought our pupils on 
a journey that began with the day of their baptism and 
brought them up to the present day.  He gently reminded 
them that their lives are a journey of faith, seeking first 
and foremost the Kingdom of God. Music for the day 
was provided by the school choir under the baton of Mr 
Brendan McGinn, Head of Music, along with our staff 
and pupil traditional Irish music groups. Thanks too go 
to Mr Mark McConnellogue and the Chaplaincy Team for 
organising such an enjoyable liturgy. 

The Year 14 pupils, though, were understandably the 
focus of our prayers and, after Communion, Head Boy 
Dean O’Driscoll movingly addressed those present, 
reminding us first how he had loved every moment of his 
seven years with us. Dean summed up the contradictory 

The crucifix created by 
Mr Malachy McGonagle

Archbishop Eamon Martin 
with

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Mrs Philomena Mac Dermott,
 Study Supervisor,

receives a floral tribute

Mr Malachy McGonagle, Archbishop Eamon Martin 
and Mr FJM Madden
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Mr Malachy McGonagle and 
Archbishop Eamon Martin

emotions experienced by all our Year 14 pupils at this 
key transition moment in their lives. The pupils then 
distributed tokens of thanks to Archbishop Martin, Mr 
FMJ Madden, Mr Bradley (Vice Principal), Mr Johnson 
(Head of Sixth Form), Mr Trainor (Year 14 Year Head) 
and Mrs MacDermott (Study Supervisor). Mrs Madden, 
(Study Supervisor), was unfortunately unable to attend so 
her gift was accepted on her behalf by Mr FMJ Madden. 
Mr Malachy McGonagle, former Head of Art and Design, 
then presented the Archbishop and the school with a 
beautiful hand-made crucifix which is to hang in the 
school oratory. The pupils were addressed by Mr Enda 
Rainey, chair of the Past Pupils’ Union, who encouraged 
them not to loose their links with the school. 

Following a few ‘bons mots’ from a clearly moved Mr 
Trainor, Mr FMJ Madden spoke to those present.  After 
thanking all those who had helped the Class of 2013 on 

their journey 
as ‘College’ 
boys, the Principal reminded the pupils that they still had 
work to do in terms of ensuring examination success.  
He urged the pupils to ‘never give up, never become 
disheartened; keep your eye on the prize that has been 
your focus over the last 14 years of primary and post-
primary education.  Work to fulfil the potential that we 
know you have!’

The recessional hymn, ‘Seek Ye First the Kingdom of 
God’, was sung by our Year 14 pupils, possibly for the 
last time as a collective body. We then retired to the 
canteen, where the canteen staff is to be congratulated 
on serving up a fitting lunch.   

All in all, then, we hope that our Year 14 pupils had a 
memorable day. 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Mr John Johnson Senior Teacher 
Post 16 receives a gift

Lunch
Mr Malachy McGonagle, Mr Kevin 
O’Donnell and Mr Thomas Bradley 

discussing the crucifix

Mr Brian Trainor, Year 14 
Year Head, receives his gift

Archbishop Martin, Mr FJM Madden 
and Mr John Broderick at lunch

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch
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The inaugural Grandparents Day was held in St 
Columb’s on Thursday June 6th 2013 and it proved 
a great success. The link between grandparents and 
their grandsons was celebrated through prayer, music, 
display, song and word. 

The afternoon opened with Conor Fitzgerald from 
8B in the foyer welcoming our guests with his music 
- a selection of dance tracks on the decks. Mr Mark 
McConnellogue opened proceedings, introducing Rev 
Micheál McGavigan, who reminded those present of just 
how important grandparents are in passing on the faith. 
Mr Madden then welcomed our guests. 

They were treated to a wide variety of performances 
from our pupils. 8F showcased singing from the Irish 
Department. Jack Rudd from 8F performed ‘Minuet’ on 

Grandparents Day 2013

Mrs Germaine and 
Mr Noel Bell, grandparents of 

Kavanagh Whoriskey

Geography Department work on view

Mr Patrick and Mrs Mary Goan 
Grandparents of Shea Boyle

A fitting theme for the day

Mrs Bridie Lynch (Grandmother of Sean 
Lynch), Mrs Sue Doherty (Grandmother 

of Tiernan Boyle) and Mrs Marie 
Higgins (Grandmother of Adam Kirby)

Some of the lovely work viewed by our guests

Mr William Fleming and 
Mrs Shelia Fleming with their 

grandson Peter Douglas

the clarinet. Year 9 debaters Adam Beales, Robert Kelly 
and Jack Ward displayed their oratorical skills. Oran 
Kelly from 8B performed a traditional tune on the tin 
whistle. Mark McCosker from 8B played ‘Greensleeves’. 
Brendan Doherty performed ‘Sally Gardens’ on his violin, 
and Ethan Crumlish 8G, also on the piano, performed 
‘Summer Song’. Around the Assembly Hall displays 
highlighted pupil work and achievement.

These performances were interspersed with addresses 
from Miss Patricia Hughes, Head of Junior School, 
and Mr Kevin Kearney, Year 8 Year Head.  Mr Richard 
Moore from ‘Children in Crossfire’, was also present and 
addressed our guests. 

Afterwards all were invited to the canteen for tea where 
Jude McCandliss played songs he had written himself. 

There was a lovely atmosphere all afternoon and 
we look forward to repeating this excellent idea 
next year.

Mr Mark McConnellogue 
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Conor Fitzgerald

French pen pal letters on view Art and Design
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Mr FJM Madden, Dylan Browne, Mark Kelly 
and Dr Liam O’Donnell

Enthusiastic astronomers Dylan Browne 9K and Mark 
Kelly 10G won the ESERO Ireland Discover Space Award 
(European Space Education Resource Offi ce) for their 
investigation into the abundance of ‘Hot-Jupiters’ in early 
extra-solar planet discoveries. Extra-solar planets are 
planets which orbit stars other than our own Sun. Hot 
Jupiters are gas giants like Jupiter, but they orbit closely 
to their stars, blistering under the heat. The vast majority 
of early extra-solar planet detections were found to be 
these hot Jupiters prompting the question: Are they the 
most abundant type of planet in our galaxy, or could it be 
that they are simply the easiest type of planet to fi nd? 

Dylan and Mark were able to answer this question by 
creating a model planetary system and investigating the 
detection threshold for different sized planets in different 
orbits. 

Dr Liam O’Donnell

St Columb’s Astronomy Team Win 
Best Space Project at the North-West Scifest
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Sentinus Young Innovators is the principal science and innovation fair in Northern 
Ireland and is one of the largest events of its kind in the UK. Attracting students from 
both North and South of Ireland it provides a showcase for students to demonstrate a 
wealth of creativity and innovation in Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. 

Four teams of enthusiastic St Columb’s students braved the predicted travel chaos of 
the G8 summit to travel to the Odyssey Arena, Belfast on Monday 17th June to present 
their projects. Each team acquitted themselves admirably winning numerous plaudits 
from the judges for their ideas and work. For two of the teams the day was particularly 
rewarding as they each won their respective categories picking up the winners trophy 
and cheques for £100.

The winners of the Crest Silver Science category were Ryan Kelly, Ethan Brown and 
Eamon Doohan for 
their project “Is Life 
Sustainable Outside 
The Habitable Zone 
Of Its Host Star?”, 
An investigation 
into whether or not 
the solar intensity 
experienced on 
Europa, a moon of 
Jupiter which orbits 
outside of our Sun’s 
habitable zone, is 

suffi cient to support photosynthesis.

The winners of the Crest Bronze Science category were 
James Clarke and Morgan Cunningham for their project 
“Supposedly Reusable Bags - More Environmental Harm 
Than Good?”.

Mark Kelly and Dylan Browne also presented their NW 
SciFest winning project “Investigating The Parameters 
Affecting the Discovery of Extra Solar Planets” and 
Adam Beales, Callum O’Kane and Shay McKeefry 
presented their project “Can listening to certain sounds 
infl uence your perception of how food tastes?”

Mr Liam Burns

Double Success For St Columb’s at Northern 
Ireland’s most prestigious Science competition

CASHBACK
IT REALLY 

PAYS TO BUY
A HONDA

With an unrivalled reputation for quality, 
innovation and reliability, a Honda has 
always been the lawnmower of choice.

Now with up to £100 cashback, we’ve 
made your choice easier than ever.  
Get a great deal more this spring, 
only from Honda.

D A Forgie
16 Seacoast Road, Limavady BT49 9DW

Tel. (028) 777 22375
Web. www.forgie.com
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On Wednesday June 19th 2013 all Year 9 pupils got the opportunity to participate in a fun languages table quiz in the 
Assembly Hall. Over fi ve rounds of ten questions each plus four bonus rounds, our pupils were tested in teams on their 
knowledge of the four languages taught in St Columb’s. 
Each team had students of Irish, Spanish, French and 
German and they had to work out visual clues to do with 
school subjects, write down opinions about leisure activities 
in each of the four languages, listen to recordings of their 
teachers speaking in the target language and answer 
complex questions across a range of tenses. Pupils had to 
work together as a team to achieve success. 

Mrs McConnell (Coordinator of Modern Languages) asked 
the questions and the judges were Mr Peoples and Mr 
O’Donnell. It was a highly successful day with each winning 
team getting loads of sweets to share. 

Mrs Patrice McConnell

Year 9 Languages Quiz June 2013

Picking up the answers

A winning team The judges

One of the teams Mrs Patrice McConnell
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On World Mental Health Day, Thursday, October 10th 
2013, Aware Defeat Depression tackled the stigma of 
depression at a unique and one-off event at the Peace 
Bridge in Derry. Their aim was to bring people who have 
used their services and local students from different 
schools who had experienced the “Mood Matters” 
programme together to help them end the stigma that 
still surrounds depression.

Siobhan Doherty, CEO Aware Defeat Depression  
introduced Dr Diana Day-Cody, Chairperson of the Royal 
College of Psychiatrists in Northern Ireland, who spoke 
about breaking the taboo of depression in our society 
today.  Derry’s Mayor Mr Martin Reilly was in attendance 
to lend his support to World Mental Health Day. Also 
amongst the students present was St Columb’s College 
pupil Daniel Harkin, 14B, who helped to entertain those 
present during the event.

Mr Aidan Lagan

World Mental Health Day
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On Wednesday October 16th 2013, the St Columb’s 
Junior PrizeGiving Ceremony took place.

The ceremony opened with the traditional school 
hymn of “Seek Ye First” performed by the choir. The 
Master of Ceremonies, Mr Johnston, introduced our 
school chaplain Rev Micheál McGavigan to open with a 
reflection. Rev Micheál reminded us of the “diversity of 
gifts that God bestowed” which each and every one of 
us has to develop. He praised the hard work of not only 
the award recipients but also of the nurturing given from 
parents that allowed the development of these gifts.
A fantastic rendition of “A Gaelic Blessing” by John 
Rutter was performed by the choir accompanied by 
Ms Connolly on piano with Mr McGinn conducting. The 
song was to be performed at the Choral Festival and  
certainly drew attention with Mr Johnston’s description 
of “absolutely beautiful” as well as receiving a very 
audible applause from the audience.

Before the prizes were awarded to Years 8 and 9 
pupils, our principal Mr FJM Madden addressed the 
proud parents and relatives. He spoke of St Columb’s 
College’s great past with excellent exam results in 
the previous year in GCSEs and A Levels and also of 
the Alumni Illustrissimi such as the late Poet Laureate 
Seamus Heaney who Mr FJM Madden stated had a 
“profound influence on the world of literature”. Mr FJM 
Madden also acknowledged how St Columb’s Alumni 
“continue to play important roles in our society” with 
the examples of the recent appointment of Professor 
Patrick Johnston as the next President of Queen’s 
University Belfast and the ordination of former St 
Columb’s President Rev Eamon Martin as Coadjutor 

Junior PrizeGiving 2013

Archbishop of Armagh. However it was recognised that 
St Columb’s is “proud of it’s past but not prisoner of 
it” and that the evening was a valuable opportunity to 
recognise the success of students. To Mr FJM Madden 
they “represent what is best about partnership between 
our school and the home”. He also challenged and 
encouraged the award recipients to go further into the 
world than just academic study and expects the boys to 
aspire to the achievements of past pupils. 

The awards were then presented to the Years 8 and 9 
of 2012-2013 by Mr FJM Madden with the assistance of 
Mrs Hannaway and Mr Kearney. 

The guest speaker this year was Rev Francis Bradley. 
Rev Bradley was at the time the Diocesan Administrator 
for the Diocese of Derry and was formerly Secretary to 
Bishop Hegarty. Rev Bradley studied for the Priesthood 
in the Irish College in Rome. Rev Bradley retold a 
poignant story of his grandmother’s knowledge of the 
Derry catechetical book even in old age when suffering 
from memory loss. The purpose of the story was to 
demonstrate “every day’s a school day”. Rev Bradley 
paid tribute to Alumni Illustrissimus Seamus Heaney with 
the reciting of his poem “The Forge”. Rev Bradley gave 
the message to the students of the importance of these 
years in their formation as mature adults. 

Rev Bradley then presented the previous Year 10 with 
their awards. Finally there was a presentation to Rev 
Bradley by our Deputy Head Boy Lucas Matta followed 
by closing remarks. To close the ceremony, “Seek Ye 
First” was sung by the choir led by former pupil and 
Trinity College Dublin music student, Robert Kelly. 
Afterwards tea, coffee and a chat was enjoyed in the 
canteen along with delicious cake baked by the canteen 
staff.

Kane McLaughlin
Rev Micheál McGavigan, Chaplain of St Columb’s, 

Rev Frank Bradley, guest speaker and Mr FJM Madden, 
Principal St Columb’s College.
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On Friday 18th October 2013, the French Department 
welcomed Onatti Productions to St Columb’s College.  
Two French actors, Claire and Romain, performed a play 
entitled ‘Mon père ne me comprend pas’ (‘My father 
does not understand me’).  

The stage of the Junior Assembly Hall was transformed 
into a pink bedroom, where Hélène, celebrating her 
fifteenth birthday, was bemoaning the fact that her father 
had given her a pink pencil case as a birthday present.  
Other presents included a two euro coin from her 
grandparents and a magic wand.  Waving her wand, she 
turned her dull, uncomprehending father into successive 
new fathers: firstly, a cool, extravagant father, then 
a young, breakdancing father and, finally, her drama 
teacher.  The latter enlisted the help of two pupils, Aoifen 
McBrearty (10F) and Barry Doherty (11B), to act out 
a short scene with Hélène.  Ultimately rejecting each 
father, Hélène cried out for her mother, only for her 
father to be turned into a woman, much to the delight of 

French Play wows Year 10 and Year 11 audience

the pupils and the surprise of the supervising teachers, 
with whom Hélène’s mother flirted in turn, racing around 
the floor of the Assembly Hall!  The comedy ended with 
Hélène wishing for her real father to return, which he did.  
The play provided a salutary reminder that we should be 
grateful for what we have.

The Year 10 and Year 11 pupils reacted enthusiastically 
to the French comedy, saying that it was ‘brilliant’, 
‘hilarious’ and ‘fantastic’.  The pupils had prepared for 
the play, which was entirely in French, by studying, 
in their French classes in the week preceding the 
production, an extract from the comedy, along with 
vocabulary used in the play.  

We look forward to welcoming the actors of Onatti 
Theatre Company, which is based in Gloucestershire, 
back to St Columb’s College next year.          

Dr Suzanne Funnell
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On Tuesday October 22nd 2013 two of our Year 12 
pupils, Eoghan O’Carroll and David McIntyre, availed of 
a wonderful educational opportunity provided by BBC 
News School Report to attend the press launch of The 
Turner Prize at Ebrington. This is the first time that The 
Turner Prize, Britain’s premier prize for artists, has been 
held outside of London. Both Eoghan and David were 
therefore among the first to see the four exhibits vying 
for the prize. Not only that, but they interviewed many 
of the dignitaries present, including Penelope Curtis, 
Director of Tate Britain and David Shrigley, one of the 
nominated artists, a feat which not even any of the 
professional journalists there accomplished.

St Columb’s pupils working for BBC at 
Press Launch of The Turner Prize

Afterwards Eoghan commented “What a fantastic 
experience! It was a great day out for both of us and 
really opened our eyes to both journalism and art as 
future careers. OK, to be honest, some of the stuff 
was a bit weird, but it was a great learning experience. 
Penelope Curtis, the Director of Tate Britain, told us 
that moving the Turner Prize to Derry for the first time 
this year would be a good thing for building up a better 
infrastructure for the arts in regional cities.

The prize is a contemporary art award set up in 1984 
and is given to a British artist aged under 50 for 
outstanding displays of their work in the preceding 
12 months.

BBC School Reporters David McIntyre and Eoghan 
O’Carroll from St Columb’s College also spoke to 
nominated artist David Shrigley and past Turner nominee 
Willie Doherty while Mark Lawson, the presenter of 
Radio 4’s Front Row, was another visitor.

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

To experience what the 
Turner Exhibition was like, 

scan this QR Code.
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On Friday 22nd November 2013, actors from the Onatti 
Theatre Company came to St Columb’s to perform the 
Spanish play “La Habitación de Mateo” for all Spanish 
students in Year 10 and 11.  A thoroughly entertaining 
time was had by all! The play was performed entirely 
in Spanish and was good revision for students in Year 
13 and an excellent introduction for Year 10 and 11 
students.  We look forward to welcoming Onatti Theatre 
back to the school next year.
 
The play is set in Mateo’s bedroom.

He is a teenager and he has been single for longer than 
any of his mates. He is desperate for a girlfriend. He 
can’t afford to be too particular but Mateo has his eye 
on one girl-Veronica. Sadly, there is no way Veronica will 
look twice at him. Mateo needs to make some changes-
big changes!

Then, as if from nowhere-well his bedroom window to 
be exact-come the “Make-Over Girls”! Mateo doesn’t 
know it but he’s about to get the best insider information 
on what every girl wants. One by one, the girls arrive in 
his bedroom and they are not taking “no” for an answer!
Is Mateo ready to change this much?

Mrs Sarah Caughey

ONATTI THEATRE PERFORMS
LA HABITACIÓN DE MATEO
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Seachtain na Gaeilge March 2014

During the course of this year’s Seachtain na Gaeilge various 
activities were organised by our Roinn na Gaeilge.

Year 8 pupils participated in a Tráth na gCeist along with the 
cailíní from Coláiste Mhuire. Pupils were asked questions on 
a variety of topics ranging from sport to geography and from 
current affairs to popular culture. 

29 of our Year 10 pupils were successful in achieving a Fáinne 
Airgid: a nationally recognised symbol which shows a basic 
level of fluency and, more importantly, a willingness to use 
Gaeilge. Most impressively, they were joined in this by Marie 
Sauvé, our French Assistant who attended the Beginners Irish 
evening class and also passed the oral exam to achieve this 
award.

The final event was our annual talent show - “The Gael 
Factor”. Seventeen acts from Key Stage 3 competed  with 
a range of music, singing, poetry and short role-plays. The 
overall winner was Eoin Clarke, 8H, with his rendition of “Wake 
Me Up!” by Wham as Gaeilge. A lovely afternoon of ceol agus 
craic was had by all.

Now the only problem is how to top it all next year.
Mrs Patrice McConnell

Miss Marie Sauvé, our French assistant,
with her silver Fáinne for speaking Irish

Winners of the Year 8 Tráth na gCeist pictured with Mrs Frances Green, Roinn na Gaeilge, Coláiste Mhuire
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Aimsir ghalánta agus ócáid ar dóigh!  (Glorious weather 
for a wonderful event) was the consensus of the St 
Columb’s College, Doire, pupils who took part in the 
run  for the Irish language “RITH 2014” Rith is a 
bi-annual event organised by Conradh na Gaeilge 
for Seachtain na Gaeilge to promote use of the Irish 
language nationally and this year began in Cork. The 
forty plus pupils and teachers Mrs Patrice McConnell, 
Bernadette Nic an tSagairt, Deirbhile Nic Eochagán,  
An tUasal Marcas Ó Murchú, and An tUasal Gearalt 
O Mianáin ran through the centre of An Srath Bán 
(Strabane). A BBC Irish unit interviewed pupils Aaron 
O Flannagáin and Séamus Ó Frighil and topical Irish 
language website www.meoneile.ie  covered the event.  
Maith iad!!

Mr Marcas Ó Murchú

Running for Irish Language RITH 2014

BBC journalist Tomaí Rua O Conghaile interviews pupils 
Aaron Ó Flannagáin and Séamas Ó Frighil at RITH 2014 ➫

Coláiste Cholmcille a ghlac páirt i RITH 2014
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Pupils with representative of Santander Bank

On Thursday January 30th 2014 nine of our pupils 
availed of a fantastic opportunity to learn about the 
careers pathways in Financial and Professional Services 
held in Saint Cecilia’s College. They were given an 
invaluable insight into the world of finance and financial 
services. A range of employers were represented such 
as Price Waterhouse Cooper, Santander, Citi Group and 
Bank of Ireland.

Speakers focused on what they do and the and skills 
they are looking for. 

The Keynote address was delivered by Sarah McKeag 
of PWC and focused on what employers are looking 
for in an industry sector where there are 50 graduates 
competing for every 1 position. Stress was placed on 
the need to get practical experience through such things 
as internship. 

Careers in Financial Services

Employability skills are the  skills that you have already 
developed that you can transfer to the workplace. 10 
core competences were mentioned:

 1: Coaching and developing yourself and others
 2: Communicating with impact and empathy
 3: Being curious - learning, sharing and innovating
 4: Leading and contributing to team success
 5: Building and sustaining relationships
 6: Showing you have courage and integrity
 7: Managing projects and budgets
 8: Being open minded, practical and quick to adapt
 9: Building and using commercial and 
  technical know-how
 10: Being passionate about client service

Then came perhaps the golden moment of the morning 
when the representatives of the various companies went 
round each table for a chat. Discussions at our table 
ranged from the experience of going to school in China, 
the need to do something that you enjoy, Liverpool 
being an amazing city, volunteering as a youth worker, 
working in the Netherlands and not speaking Dutch, 
working with difficult people, talking about things you 
love doing at interview and keeping your options open. 

In attendance: 
Stiofán Doherty, Sean Lawrence, Jack Doherty, 

Jack McLaughlin, Stephen Bergin, Kevin McCloskey, 
Caoimhin O’Doherty, David McNamee, Lee Bonella. 

www.directions.org.uk

Scan the QR Code for access to this site 
which focuses on Careers in Finance. 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

St Columb’s pupils at event
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In association with the Department 
for Employment and Learning, seven 
of our year 13 pupils attended Magee 
Campus Derry for a morning of 
Careers related interviews designed 
to allow pupils to explore their 
understanding of, and preferences for, 
a variety of career choices and their 
associated pathways to achieving their 
career aspirations. 

Speaking afterwards, all of our pupils 
were in agreement that it was an 
excellent morning for them as they 
weighed up careers options. In 
particular, the “one to one” format of 
the interviews was mentioned as being 
of particular benefit. We look forward 
to participating further in this excellent programme in the coming years.

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Wednesday March 5th 2014
Careers related interviews at Magee Campus

Matthew Carlin pictured with his interviewer
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On Wednesday March 12th 2014 forty two Year 13 
pupils from St Columb’s attended a lecture in Thornhill 
College about careers involving Clinical Psychology. At 
this event our pupils learned about the breadth of jobs 
available in this sector, as well as what it is like to work 
day to day as a Clinical Psychologist. Speakers on the 
day focused on the centrality of relationship skills as a 
means of working with other human beings trying to help 
them understand who they are. Areas covered included 
working with the effects of suicide in families, working 
with people with mental health issues,working with 
autistic children, the need to be good at understanding 
research and using statistics effectively, being interested 
in people, doing community work and being a volunteer. 

In terms of a personal statement for a course in 
Psychology, stress was placed on the need to present 
yourself as a fully rounded human being with lots of life 
experiences.

Our pupils returned to school with a much better 
understanding of what working in Clinical Psychology 
involves, as well as an appreciation of how much work 
and study is involved in forging a successful career in 
this growing sector. 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Careers in Psychology
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St Columb’s pupils in Year 10 reflect on 
Derry City of Culture 2013

On Thursday March 13th 2014 three pupils from 10C, 
John Muir, Cormac Doherty and Ben Radcliffe, availed 
of a fantastic opportunity to work with BBC Schools 
Report looking back over Derry’s year as City of Culture. 
The morning was spent at Radio Foyle, where our host, 
Sam Sellars, put the boys through their paces as junior 
reporters, putting together the type and tone of reporting 
for the afternoon. 

First stop was the Peace Bridge and Ebrington Square, 
where the boys reflected on The Big Weekend. Then 
came St Columb’s Park where John and Ben talked 
about the Lumière festival and finally in the Craft Village, 
Ben and Cormac reflected on the Fleadh. 

Along the way the boys learned all about camera angles, 
framing a shot, the need for various “takes” and they 
displayed wonderful communication skills. The BBC staff 
present could not believe their poise and confidence and 
the day’s shooting will feature across a broad platform of 
BBC services. 

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolsreport 
Mr Brendan O’Donnell 

BBC School Report 2014
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St Columb’s College pupils from Years 13 and 14 
experienced the very real world of road safety in March 
2014 through demonstrations provided by the PSNI, the 
Northern Ireland Fire Brigade, the Ambulance Service 
and other relevant organisations.

After a very realistic depiction of a road traffic accident, 
held outdoors and with totally realistic scenarios, our 
pupils had the opportunity to question professionals as 

Road Safety Presentations

to the awful consequences of an RTA. The silence in 
the Assembly Hall attested to the total relevance of the 
difficult information being transmitted.

The message was plain: As well as the usual suspects 
of alcohol and drugs, mobile phones and their usage 
whilst driving, even over a period of 5 seconds, adds 
90 meters to a car’s trajectory. 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Mr Thomas Bradley with the team
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What do you do in your spare time?

Don’t feel I get much of that at the 
moment, moan…..! I do try to keep fit, 
enjoy reading and dabble with film/sound 
editing on my precious iMac.

What is your favourite film?

In my teens it was Ferris Bueller’s Day Off, 
but now it’s between The Godfather, Aliens, 
The Dark Knight and Gladiator. It’s escapism 
at its best.

Why did you become a teacher?

Honestly I had not planned to be a teacher and sort of 
stumbled into the profession. Initially it was the desire just 
to have a job and the money to buy a car, but I developed 
a love of working with young people and the challenge of 
getting the best out of them in the classroom.

What is your favourite aspect of teaching and why?

Apart from 3.30pm on a Friday, it has to be witnessing 
the musical development of the talented students at St 
Columb’s College. I also enjoy the challenge of teaching 
a difficult topic and I get as much help from the boys as 
they do from me.

Was Music your favourite subject?

Funny enough it wasn’t and even though I was good at 
it, I remember enjoying History, Chemistry and Art more. 
Music was not taken seriously as a timetabled subject 
in my time at Omagh CBS so it was taken during dinner 
and after school.

What is your favourite song?

Probably the most difficult question you could ask me. 
The Beachboys’ “God only knows” is 2 mins 53 seconds 
of pop genius but it is Radiohead’s “Paranoid Android” 
which I believe to be finest song written in the last thirty 
years.

What are your pet hates?

Illegal downloading - what if you were the artist? Also 
I get really annoyed when people throw rubbish out of 
their cars.

What is your favourite TV show?

Mock the Week still makes me laugh out loud.

How long have you now been teaching?

It’s year twenty-one!

Getting to Know You - Teachers Interviews

Do you still find teaching as rewarding as 
when you first began your career?

Teaching has changed considerably since 
when I started yet it remains a rewarding 
career.  I still feel I can make a difference 
in the classroom and until this changes I’ll 
keep turning up for work.

What have your students taught 
you that you could not have learned 
anywhere outside the classroom?

To lighten up and smile a little more. It’s something only 
a Year 8 could deliver and mean it. Students keep me in 
touch with current music and new software.

What is your favourite food?

Gordon Ramsay’s steak and chips is a dish I would 
recommend - cooked by the boss at home!

Was there ever a teacher that inspired you when you 
went to school/university?

Not really. I learned more about the art of teaching from 
the teachers that didn’t inspire me in the classroom i.e. 
to do the opposite. I have been influenced by fellow 
teachers at St Columb’s, however, and would hold a 
number up as truly excellent classroom practitioners.

Tell us something about yourself that you are proud 
of and that most people don’t know about you?

Apart from the Man Utd trials and expedition to the North 
Pole, it has to be winning a bonny baby competition when 
I was 9 months old. Apparently I was dressed in pink too!

What do you like to do during the summer?

As little as possible but it’s the ideal opportunity to 
spend quality time with my family. It takes me three 
weeks to completely chill from school. I enjoy visiting 
new places although I am not a fan of the sun.

Mr McGinn

Mr McGinn
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What do you do in your spare time? 

I play the keyboard in a band, engage in 
volunteer work and attend concerts and 
the cinema. 

What is your favourite fi lm? 

“The Pursuit of Happiness,” as I think it 
is an inspirational story which reminds us 
how unfailing determination can help us to 
overcome the obstacles in life. 

Why did you become a teacher?

I knew from a young age that I wanted to pursue a 
career in Music and while completing my degree I 
decided to opt for the teaching route  as I enjoyed 
working with young people. 

What is your favourite aspect of teaching and why?

I like working with groups of pupils in the various areas 
of Music but fi nd it particularly rewarding to work on an 
individual basis as this maximises progress particularly in 
the performing and composing areas of the subject. 

Was Music your favourite subject at school?

Music was undoubtedly my favourite subject at school, 
but I also enjoyed a range of other subjects such as 
English, French and History. 

What is your favourite song? 

I don’t have a favourite song unfortunately as there are 
so many musical genres which I listen to and enjoy, 
particularly Rock, Pop, Jazz, Folk, Country ‘n’ Western 
and Classical. 

What are your pet hates?

Rudeness and laziness.

What is your favourite TV Show? 

I like watching factual programmes and 
true stories. 

How long have you now been 
teaching? 

Thirteen years in total - eleven at 
St Columb’s College.

Do you still fi nd teaching as rewarding as when you 
fi rst began your career?  Why/Why Not?

I fi nd teaching even more rewarding now than I did when 
I started as  I have gained considerable experience in all 
aspects of the job which I try to impart to my students. 

What have your students taught you that you 
could have not have learned anywhere outside the 
classroom?

My students have taught me to remember the 
uniqueness of everyone and also that everyone has their 
own story in terms of their successes and challenges in 
life. 

What is your favourite food? 

Chocolate probably!

Was there ever a teacher that inspired you when you 
went to school/university? 

I had a lecturer in composition at Queen’s who was 
very inspirational as he was extremely enthusiastic and 
sought to bring out the best in the students.   

What do you like to do during the summer?

I enjoy travelling abroad in the Summer, getting involved 
in musical activities, walking and reading.  

Miss Connolly

Miss Connolly
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What do you do in your spare time? 

I used to play golf and support 
Manchester United but things are not 
working out at the minute so I settle 
for reading thrillers and walks in the 
countryside. 

What is your favourite film? 

“It’s a Wonderful Life.”

Why did you become a teacher?

I have always enjoyed working with young people. I 
helped out in the local youth club in my late teens. I 
was always good at helping family and friends with their 
Maths - so it seemed the natural step. 

What is your favourite aspect of teaching and why?

Showing how topics relate to everyday life or future 
career pathways. Students can be more willing to learn if 
they can see a benefit to their own lives. 

Was Maths your favourite subject at school?

Yes but I also liked Physics, Geography and History

What is your favourite song? 

“The River” by Bruce Springsteen 

What are your pet hates?

People arriving late. People saying they were never good 
at Maths.

What is your favourite TV Show? 

“Doctor Who” or any of the “Law and Order” series.

How long have you now been teaching? 

Twenty-six years. All at St Columb’s 
College.

Do you still find teaching as rewarding 
as when you first began your career? 
Why/Why Not?

Yes. Seeing pupils succeeding in Maths 
and developing the confidence to try 
questions and willing to discuss how they 
would try and solve a problem is very 

rewarding. 

What have your students taught you that you 
could have not have learned anywhere outside the 
classroom?

Don’t ask a question if you might not like the answer to 
it.  

What is your favourite food? 

Any type of fish. I’m also a very partial to chocolate. 

Was there ever a teacher that inspired you when you 
went to school/university? 

Yes, Mr Tom Winston (Mathematics) and Mr Peter 
Mullan (English) - both gave me the confidence to try 
things outside my comfort zone. 

How do you feel to be Vice-Principal?

Honoured and apprehensive.

Mr Keys

Mr Keys



The Columban 2014

50

What do you do in your spare time? 

Play with my kids and read. I also have to 
admit spending time on Facebook.

What is your favourite film? 

Hard to say. I like watching films and have 
many favourites. Recently, films I liked 
included, “The Wolf of Wall Street,” and, 
“Dallas Buyers Club.”

Why did you become a teacher?

I had some excellent teachers when I was at school and 
they inspired me. I never really considered it as a career. 

What is your favourite aspect of teaching and why?

Working with the pupils is by far the best part of the job. 
I enjoy the ‘craic’ and like to build good relationships 
with my students. No two days are the same. 

Was Irish your favourite subject at school?

Yes, along with Science

What is your favourite song? 

I really don’t know - One Direction are my guilty 
pleasure. 

What are your pet hates?

It annoys me when people say, “pacific,” when they 
mean, “specific”.

What is your favourite TV Show? 

At the minute, I like watching, “Revenge.” I 
really don’t dislike all reality TV shows.

How long have you now been 
teaching? 

Twelve years - eleven of them in St 
Columb’s College.

Do you still find teaching as rewarding 
as when you first began your career? 

Why/Why Not?

Most of the time, it is great when you see a student who 
works hard and succeeds in his exams. On the other 
hand, it is very disheartening when you see a student 
waste his ability. 

What have your students taught you that you 
could have not have learned anywhere outside the 
classroom?

Aside from some modern lingo, I’d probably say that I’ve 
learnt that my first impressions are not always right and 
that people can surprise me every day. 

What is your favourite food? 

Anything Indian - particularly Jalfrezi 

Was there ever a teacher that inspired you when you 
went to school/university? 

Yes, Miss Donnelly, my Irish teacher at school. 

Tell us something about yourself that you are proud 
of that most people don’t know about you. 

I can say the alphabet backwards quite fast.

What do you like to do during the summer?

My family have a holiday home in Donegal and I enjoy 
spending time there.

Mrs McConnell 

Mrs McConnell
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What do you do in your spare time? 

I enjoy reading, especially crime fiction. I 
also like to paint and I design and make 
jewellery in my spare time. I also like to 
bake.

What is your favourite film? 

My favourite film is Dead Poets Society. “No 
matter anybody tells you, words and ideas 
can change the world”. 

Why did you become a teacher?

I was always interested in public speaking when I was 
at school and enjoyed expressing myself in front of my 
peers and sharing information and engaging in a debate. 
With teaching I get to do this everyday. 

What is your favourite aspect of teaching and why?

I love being creative, solving problems and designing 
new products. My subject of Technology and Design 
lends itself so well to this. 

Was Technology your favourite subject at school?

Technology was a new subject when I was at school 
and I actually preferred Art and didn’t even study 
Technology to A-level. 

What is your favourite song? 

Elbow - One Day Like This

What are your pet hates?

People who interrupt conversations with their own opinions
and talk louder to make themselves ‘sound’ right.

What is your favourite TV Show? 

Dexter.

How long have you now been 
teaching? 

Eleven years. All at St Columb’s College.

What have your students taught you 
that you could have not have learned 
anywhere outside the classroom?

To be self-aware, to analyse everything I do, 
and work out ways to break it all down into steps or 
stages or component parts, and come up with ways to 
verbalise things. 

What is your favourite food? 

That’s a hard one. I love chicken parmesan because of 
my travels to America and for desert lemon tart all the 
time.

Was there ever a teacher that inspired you when you 
went to school/university? 

My psychology tutor, Jean Murray, spent so much time 
with us helping us to understand complex topics. I can 
only hope I’m as good. 

Tell us something about yourself that you are proud 
of that most people don’t know about you?

I am a qualified welder.

What do you like to do during the summer?

Listen to music, visit friends, read books, decorate the 
house and finally, a get-away to the sun for a few weeks.

Adam Beales

Mrs Murray

Mrs Murray
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I started studying AS Level Journalism in September 
2013 at the Verbal Arts Centre. The course is run by 
Leona O’Neill, a well-known journalist who works for 
‘The Irish News’. Through the Verbal Arts Centre, we 
have a wide range of materials and resources that are 
available to us which enables us to become even more 
involved in the subject. 
     
In my class, there are nine pupils, two from our school, 
one pupil from St Mary’s College and six from St 
Cecilia’s College. It is a really positive environment to be 
in and, surprisingly, it wasn’t awkward at all, not even to 
start with. Overall, because we have a small class, we 
can get a lot more done and have a better relationship 
with our teacher. 

The specification for the subject is really interesting - it 
doesn’t even feel like we’re actually in a class. We have 
no exams, and very little coursework. Apart from a few 
essays, we are assessed on the work we do and that’s 
how our grade is compiled. We study a lot of different 
things, from research methods and media structure, to 
the ins and outs of a recording studio. 

However it isn’t all learning. Most of the course is 
through first-hand experience. We’ve already interviewed 
people like Mr Mark Durkan MP and even hosted our 
own radio shows. All the work we do is to build a 
platform for work experience, and maybe even a career 
in journalism. 

AS Level Journalism at the Verbal Arts Centre

Before I took up journalism as a subject, I had no idea 
what I wanted to be. I really didn’t even have a clue what 
I was interested in. Now I can say that I would love to be 
a journalist, and would urge anyone to try it out.

Martin Foy
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Adam Beales and Jack Lafferty took 
part in a live radio link up with Hull, the 
next City of Culture, hosted by Radio 
Foyle. They were joined by two pupils 
from Immaculate Conception College 
Derry. During the interview, the students 
answered questions about what 
highlights they had from last year, what 
City of Culture status brings to an area, 
and what Hull can look forward to. 

Afterwards, they were interviewed by 
Teresa Craig of Radio Foyle for the 
midday news bulletin.  

All of the students gave a great account 
of themselves and their city and are to 
be congratulated on their poise under 
conditions many of we adults would 
find extremely stressful. It was a great 
experience for them and will stand 
them in good stead for future career 
experiences and opportunities. 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

BBC School Report Day 
Thursday March 27th 2014
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Staff News

On Wednesday 8th May 2013 Laura Pozo-O’Connor, 
our Spanish assistant, made her TV debut on the 
popular Spanish show ‘Españoles en el Mundo’ 
(Spanish in the World). In the program Laura shows the 
crew around Derry with her husband and gives them 
a glimpse of her home life. The popular show focuses 
on Spanish people who have emigrated from Spain 
and set up home in various locations around the world. 
This show also follows Spaniards living and working 
in Belfast.  Use the link below to access the hour long 
programme which focuses mainly on Spanish people 
living and working in Belfast with Derry and Laura 
featuring in the last ten minutes.

¡Laura estamos muy orgullosos de ti!

http://www.rtve.es/television/20130506/ciudad-marcada-historia/656946.shtml 

Mrs Sarah Caughey

Laura shows Derry to the Spanish Speaking World

There’s more chance of winning the 
lottery but it actually happened on Friday 
June 14th 2013. Twenty years here, 
and this reporter thought it was some 
kind of urban wedding myth but no. The 
Higgs Boson of fashion occurred and 
we have the evidence! Thankfully, as 
the photograph testifi es, it was no ‘dark 
matter’ for the two ladies concerned. 
Doyennes of Special Needs, Geography 
and Irish, Mrs Caroline Devine and 
Ms Bernie McTaggart obviously share 
excellent taste (Primark - price on 
request). Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Bernie and Caroline in same outfi t shocker!
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Underground

I was on my way 
from the subway to 
the main city square 
on the other side of 
the road. The raw 
air was biting my 
cheeks, and I pulled 
my scarf farther up 
to my chin, burying 
my face in it while 
tensing my neck 
and wanting to 
disappear into 

my winter coat. I 
quickened my pace towards the 

stairs leading down to the darker, but far less wide 
underground passage. I wanted to get home and into 
my warm bed as quickly as possible.

By the first two steps I realised I was being watched. 
The shape of a man was leaning against the railing on 
the corner ahead. As I got closer, I could make out a 
dark hoodie, a cap casting shadow over his face from 
the light above. I was alone, we were alone. I shivered, 
trying to make myself even smaller behind my scarf 
and coat as I kept going, feeling the reassuring grip 
around my iPhone inside my right pocket. I went down 
the stairwell, down into the deep quiet space, almost 
brushing the man’s shoulder as I passed by. I stopped 
to breathe. In the dim wavering light, I could barely make 
out the graffiti-covered walls.

My breath appeared as smokey clouds in front of me, 
disappearing in the air like ghosts. There was still further 
to go, and I turned corners and passed broken light 
bulbs in a hurry, like a lab rat in a maze below the city 
grounds. The sound of my footsteps echoing in the 
tunnel walls only made me feel more alone. “CLACK”. I 
stopped and turned, my eyes darting from wall to wall, 
only to find the motionless shadows that lay before me. 
A little angry with myself for being so easily startled, I 
let my shoulders fall. My hand flew to my right pocket, 
only clutching the empty space inside it. My phone was 
gone. Squinting to see in the scarce light I bent down 
to look for it, but then I heard something else: muffled 
footsteps. Not going fast or slow, but in the uneven 
pace of someone without a destination. I tensed to 
listen, and as on cue the footsteps quickened, coming 
closer, closer………. Alarmed, I whirled around, my 
heart pounding in terror. I was too late.

Louis Kerr 9G

Reading Week

The Final of the KS3 Story-Telling Competition took 
place in the Lecture Theatre on Thursday 13th June -
“Underground” by Louis Kerr, 9G emerged as the 
Judges’ favourite and won £30!
 Second prize: Matthew Dillon 10K £10
 Third prize: Cahal O’Connell 8A £10

Competition adjudicator, Mrs Mary Murphy, said that 
the winning story was “…told with such expression 
and power that it was impossible to ignore,” and that 
Lewis showed “great promise for the future.” Third Year 
English Students from St Mary’s Teaching College, 
Belfast had facilitated Story-Telling Workshops for Years 
8 and 9 pupils in preparation.

This fantastic competition proved to be a fitting finale 
to a reading week that had also welcomed local 
comic “Zombies Hi” creators, Kevin Logue and Danny 
McLaughlin who facilitated inking and storyboarding 
workshops.

Past pupil Simon Collins from the Derry Journal gave 
an excellent talk to Year 10-11 pupils interested in a 
career in Sports Journalism; Simon focused on the new 
Journalism, driven by Twitter and Facebook.

Many thanks to all teachers who encouraged/endured 
silent reading classes or facilitated the workshops 
throughout the week…the pupils seemed to really 
appreciate it. 

Mr Tony McGonigle
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Prestigious Award for St Columb’s teacher

1. Being awarded the title of Ard 
Ollamh (Chief Bard of Irish Music) is 
extremely prestigious. How did you 
feel when you heard the great news 
about receiving such an honour? 

I was delighted, honoured and surprised 
given that there are over a quarter of a million 
people involved in Comhaltas events, with 
members in all the continents of the world. 
The Ard Ollamh in Irish society is traditionally 
the national coordinator of curriculum in 
Ireland. Micheál Ó hEidhin, director 
of music primary education in Ireland 
was a previous winner.  It is fantastic 
to get recognition as the citation states 
“success in teaching, promotion of 
the Irish language through radio and 
TV programmes and historical and 
cultural research and playing music”. 
Professor Micheál Ó Súilleabháin of 
Limerick University and Professor 
Tomás Ó Canainn (RIP) of Cork,  the 
folklorist Professor Daithi O hÓgáin 
(RIP),  composer Dr Charlie Lennon. Attracta Brady of 
Offaly, co-ordinator of the All Ireland Fleadh in Tullamore, 
Dr. Antóin Mac Gabhann fiddler of Cavan and Sean Ó 
Sé who sang with Ceoltóiri Chualann (pre-Chieftains) are 
the only eight previous awardees.

2. Who would you say was your greatest inspiration 
to pursue your love of traditional music?

My mother and her cousin, Josie Mc Dermott from Sligo, 
who, although blind, composed music and wrote plays, 
by recording them on tape-recorder. He was a genius 
who did not allow circumstances to hold him back.  

3. What do you find so beautiful about Irish   
 traditional music? 
It has wonderful melody, when a master is playing, it brings 
people together and reaches into their deeper senses. 

4. What advice would you give to the many aspiring  
 young traditional musicians who would love to   
 be as involved in the Irish music scene as you? 
Practice and more practice, listen to Raidio na 
Gaeltachta and TG4 and attend the classes with Miss 
Connolly in Music Room 1 on Thursdays.

5. Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann was an unbelievable 
spectacle throughout the city this Summer. 
Did you enjoy the thought that so many were 
appreciating Irish music?

I have been attending the Fleadh Cheoil since I was 
seventeen and always feel regenerated afterwards. 
This feeling will permeate the city and give people new 
confidence. Derry is such a historic and musical city and 

it deserves to hear more of our traditional 
music.

6. Did you have a chance to play at   
 fleadh? 

I played a special arrangement for 
traditional flute in the Relief of Derry 
Symphony in the wonderful venue of St 
Columb’s Cathedral with Festive Flutes 
and the Churchill, King and Hamilton 

bands. This piece was originally 
composed for piper Liam Og O’Floinn 
of  Planxty (who performed with the 
late Seamus Heaney).  It was an 
honour to be involved. I also played 
in a concert with Mr McGinn, Miss 
Connolly and many students from the 
school who volunteered to play a new 
composition ‘Derry to the Sea’. On 
Fleadh Friday I played a concert in the 
Methodist Church on Carlisle Road.  
It was one of only three concerts in 
twenty years where local people got 

a chance to hear me, as I am usually invited to perform 
worldwide when available. I have played informally in 
school events and other sessions which have been 
enjoyable, but to play with people who know my music 
and I know theirs was wonderful. My daughter, my wife 
and All-Ireland fiddle champion Oisin Mac Diarmada, 
our best man, were some of the guests and the icing on 
the cake were Robert Watt world champion piper and 
Scottish Highland champion singer Maighread Stewart, 
who sang hymns at our wedding, was our special guest 
at the Ard Ollamh dinner on Fleadh Thursday.

7. Were there any other stand out acts for you?

The people of  Derry. I was delighted to play 
all afternoon and evening on the street with my 
friends  fiddle player Antoin Mac Gabhann, Ard-Ollamh 
from Cavan and banjo player Mick O’Connor, in 
Guildhall Square. Donal the manager of the Legenderry 
Café brought us out snacks and coffee and Stan Lee of 
the Mandarin Palace invited us all to desserts (we are all 
tee-totallers and Pioneers)  and the City Café were kind 
to musicians in Sackville Street. That was some of the 
spirit of Derry!  

8. How do you feel the festival has had an impact 
on our city and Irish music within the city?

The people of Derry rose to the occasion and embraced 
it totally. It gave the city a new confidence and connected 
them to their ancestors who had regular music in 
their homes before television took over. Our country 
is rich in music and language and it was as though 
the mists of times had cleared and people felt the 
spirituality. They were hearing their music and Irish 
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Mr Pat McGrath, Chairman Sligo Council, Mayoress Marcella McGarry, Mrs Caitríona Ó Murchú, Mr Marcas Ó Murchú, 
Irish Music Laureate, Ard Ollamh, Mr Martin Reilly, Mayor of Derry, Mrs Bronagh Reilly.

As a performer and teacher of music, Marcas has 
had remarkable success, guiding many young 
flautists to the highest level at the All-Ireland Fleadh. 
Past pupils include Siobhan Molloy, All-Ireland 
champion Ciaran Carlin and his teacher Sean 
Gallagher. He has taught many at workshops abroad 
in Scotland where musicians such as Frances 
Morton, Shiela Friel, Mairead McManus, Johnny 
Canning and Eileen McArdle got their grounding in 
the skills of the flute. 

In the broadcasting field, Marcas has produced 
and presented BBC, RTE and Radio na Gaeltachta 
programmes, contributed to countless publications 
and most recently dedicated his personal collection 
of over seven hundred hours of performances and 
interviews to the Irish Traditional Music Archive in 
Dublin. His experience has allowed him to adjudicate 
at the highest level also and these have included the 
Pan Celtic, Oireachtas and many Fleadh Cheoil events. 
Marcas has been on tours of Ireland, UK, America and 
Canada in 1983 and 1990 with Comhaltas.

With a life steeped in Irish culture and a determination 
to continue with the tradition, it is most befitting that 
Marcas now has this award as an acknowledgement 
of his outstanding contribution. It will not stop here, 
of course, and Comhaltas can rest assured that there 
is much more to follow from Marcas, as he plans to 
devote many more hours to the preservation and 
performance of the culture he dearly loves. Marcas 
joins the select few who have received this award 
and we at St Columb’s College congratulate him 
and wish him all the best in his future endeavors to 
promote Irish culture and music world-wide.

Mr Brendan McGinn

language in a way which touched their spirit, as if for the 
first time.  

9. Irish Music is most certainly a significant part 
of your life. What do you believe can be done 
to instill this love of traditional music in young 
people to preserve our musical heritage?

The numbers of young people volunteering were great 
and this will be useful for them in applying for jobs. One 
of my flute pupils Siobhán Molloy co-ordinated the Scoil 
Éigse volunteers and she is now going to be a teacher. 
Meet people your own age to experience playing and 
those who have had more experience performing. Look 
for master classes and attend the next Fleadh Cheoil in 
Sligo 2014. 

Adam Beales

“AN OUTSTANDING PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT”

This year’s Ard Ollamh, (Irish Music Laureate), is our very 
own St Columb’s College colleague Marcas Ó Murchú. 
At the All-Ireland Fleadh Cheoil held in Derry in August 
2013, Marcas received traditional music’s highest 
accolade for his work as a teacher, historian, folklorist 
and composer. For over thirty years, Marcas has been 
tirelessly preserving and promoting the best traditions 
of Ireland and this prestigious honour is in recognition 
of this work. As a dedicated practitioner of Irish culture, 
Marcas has ably juggled research of Irish history and 
language with his passion for teaching, composition 
and performing. With over 250,000 members and 
performers, Comhaltas is one of Ireland’s most widely 
supported and popular associations. To have been 
chosen as its most recent Ard Ollamh is an outstanding 
personal achievement for Marcas. 
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Spanish teacher Mr Marcas Ó Murchú and his Year 12 
GCSE class featured on Spanish national television in 
summer 2013 on the “Crónicas” series, investigating the 
425th anniversary of the Spanish Armada.  When Mr Ó 
Murchú’s historical research featured in the acclaimed 
University of Ulster publication on the Flight of the Earls 
and his own bilingual Irish-English book “Imirce na 
nIarlaí”, an RTVE crew from Spain contacted him.  

Marcas spoke in Spanish about the Trinidad Valencera, 
one of the ships shipwrecked in the Armada:   He said: 
“If the Irish weather had been different we may 
well have been speaking Spanish and Irish.” Well-
known musician Marcas also played an air at the 
site of the shipwreck in Kinnegoe bay in memory of 
all the Spanish people who died at the time. 

RTE crew film Marcas Ó Murchú teaching at Scoil EIgse based at the NWRC for FLeadh programme

Spanish TV Broadcast features St Columb’s teacher and pupils

Both the cannon and artifacts form the centre piece of 
the Tower Museum collection and were originally brought 
up from the seabed by divers from St Columb’s College 
in 1971 who were  members of Derry Sub Aqua club.

“The Trinidad Valencera Prize is awarded annually for 
the best AS Spanish student at St Columb’s and we 
hope the visit will inspire these pupils to continue their 
studies at A Level.” said Marcas.  The programme was 
shown all over Latin American countries and is available 
from the RTVE website archive: 

http://www.rtve.es/television/20130919/
naufragos-irlanda/747800.shtml

Laura Pozo Rodriguez
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Movember

The 2013 College Staff Christmas Dinner

Friday 13th December turned out to be a very lucky night for the many staff who 
turned out in their ‘fi nery’ for the annual Christmas Staff Dinner. 

To begin the evening Staff were greeted with a champagne reception and live piano 
renditions of various seasonal favourites. 

After a very enjoyable meal staff retired to the impressively decorated Ballroom 
(i.e. Assembly Hall) for a few short speeches by Mr Finbar Madden our host and 
Mr James Ward the College Staff Association Chairman.  Our MC for the evening 
was Mr Kevin O’Donnell.

This was followed by a luxurious Spot Prize Draw which included amongst 
many other great prizes a Spa break and a weekend stay in the Hilton 
hotel.

With all the formalities concluded staff danced the night away to the 
sounds of the ‘Mister Men’ followed by a Disco by our resident DJ 
Mr Joe Stewart.

The evening was a complete success with many staff describing it as 

                            ’one of the best Christmas nights ever’.

Mr Martin Neenan and Mr James McQuillan present cheque to Foyle Search and Rescue
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On the afternoon of Tuesday January 28th 

2014, mass was held for all staff members in 

the Assembly Hall to celebrate Catholic Schools 

Week.

The mass was celebrated by Rev Micheál 

McGavigan, St Columb’s College School 

Chaplain and Father Columba from the 

Franciscan Friars of Renewal.  The liturgy was 

enhanced by the presence of a staff musical 

ensemble with singing and playing of the highest 

order.  Mrs Bernadette McLaughlin and Marie 

Sauvé, our French assistant, read the prayers 

of the failthful.  Father Columba, in an inspiring 

homily reminded us that at the heart of a Catholic 

school lies an acceptance of God, and that 

all too often our image of God stops us from 

accepting His invitation.  Father Columba likened 

the spirit of a Catholic school to the effect the 

presence of salt has on our enjoyment of food.

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Mass for Catholic Schools Week



The Columban 2014

61

Eye 4 Education
Friday January 31st 2014

The purpose of this workshop, presented by Darren 
Nixon from Eye 4 Education and Paolina Hawthorne 
from Diversity NI, which was offered to all Year 10 
language students, was to introduce languages as a 
choice for GCSE/A Level, to asses if a pupil is switched 
on to languages, to highlight businesses that employ 
multi-lingual speakers, to demonstrate the benefits of 
having a modern language as a second language and to 
demonstrate the recruitment process for a career using 
a Modern Language. 

In three sessions in the Assembly Hall, Year 10 pupils 
watched the recruitment process for a band called The 
Wombats looking for a “fixer” on a European tour of 
Spain, France and Germany. Paolina the addressed the 
audience explaining about careers as an interpreter or 
translator here in Northern Ireland  and all over the world 
working with different foreign national communities such 
as Polish, Czech, Slovak, Mandarin and Portuguese and, 
of course, Irish. In the final session, pupils completed 
a Quizdom questionnaire using handsets about their 
knowledge of languages and the number of people who 
speak languages. 

It was a most enjoyable experience for all those involved 
and we wish to thank both Eye 4 Education  (www.
eye4education.co.uk) and Diversity NI  (www.diversityni.
co.uk) for their input. 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Want a Career using Languages?

If you like, you can scan the following QR Codes.

Eye 4 Education Diversity NI

Some of the difficulties encountered when trying 
to sell abroad

Paulina addressing those present Darren addressing the audience
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On February 25th 2014, more than 450 young people 
from the Derry Diocese and beyond, received their John 
Paul II Awards from the Apostolic Nuncio to Ireland, 
Archbishop Charles Brown. The Award is a recognition 
of pupils’ commitment to parish and community 
involvement where they can live out and bear witness 
to their faith. In what proved to be a very enjoyable and 
uplifting ceremony, guest speaker Archbishop Charles 
Brown spoke passionately of the remarkable life and 
service of commitment of Blessed Pope John Paul II. 
Bishop-elect of Derry, Bishop Donal McKeown, in his 
speech, congratulated award winners and praised them 
for the commitment and dedication they had shown in 
their parishes and communities.  In total, twenty of our 
pupils completed the Award with nineteen receiving the 
Gold Award and one the Silver Award.  One of those to 
achieve the award was Padraig Delargy.

‘I have recently completed my Award and am currently 
completing my Papal Cross Award. The Pope John Paul 
II Award meant a commitment of forty hours in total, with 

John Paul II Award

twenty hours working in my parish and a further twenty 
doing activities within my community. In my parish I 
did readings at Mass and helped out in our summer 
scheme. In the community, I worked with Foyle View 
Special School. This award has allowed me to work with 
young people and complete team-building and group 
activities. The award also helped me to develop my 
interpersonal and communications skills and I thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience.’

Pictured below are the St Columb’s Award winners and 
current award leader, Mr Paul McGarry. Also pictured 
is the Apostolic Nuncio to Ireland, Archbishop Charles 
Brown, Rev Francis Bradley and the newly appointed 
Bishop of Derry, Bishop Donal McKeown.

I would like to thank Rev McGavigan and Mrs Valadez 
Peña for supporting the pupils during their award.

Mr Paul McGarry

John Paul II Ceremony Photo
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 Edward Boyle (13G)
 Jason Breslin (13L)
 Padraig Delargy (13C)
 Niall Doherty (13L)
 Killeen Fegan (13L)
 Gianluca Fiorentini (13G)
 Jonathan Hillen (13A)
 Ryan Loughran (13B)
 Lucas Matta (13B)
 Conor McCallion (13C)

 Matthew McCallion (13H)
 Daire McGilloway (13C)
 Tom McGuinness (13A)
 John Moohan (13E)
 David O’Doherty (13B)
 Michael O’Kane (13C)
 Stephen O’Neill (13H)
 Mark Stewart (13E)
 Michael Stewart (13C)

Gold Award Silver Award

 Cein McCloskey (13F)
 Lee McGuinness (13L)

The Pope John Paul II Award
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We have had yet another busy and successful year in 
the History Department at St Columb’s College. As well 
as delivering the curriculum to an increasing number of 
students opting to study GCSE and A Level History we 
continue to enrich the lives of our pupils through a range 
of extra-curricular activities. The teaching and learning of 
the subject continues to be supported through a range 
of community links, revision lectures, competitions and 
project work. Here are a few examples what is going on 
in the History Department.

Lectures: Our A-level History students got 
a taste of University life when they attended revision 
sessions delivered by lecturers from Queen’s University 
in January  2014.  Dr Todd Weir delivered a talk on the 
AS1 Germany course and Dr Andrew Holmes delivered 
a talk relating to the A22 Ireland Module. During Term 
one and in conjunction with the North West Historical 
Association, St Columb’s hosted the annual A-level 
Revision lecture series.  Russell Rees delivered a lecture 
on A22 Ireland 1900-1925 and Diane Kirby delivered 
a session on the A21 Clash of Ideologies module. Our 
own students were joined at these lectures by students 
from many other local schools - Dominican College, 
Portstewart, Coleraine Academical Institute, Foyle 
College, Thornhill College, St Mary’s College, St Mary’s 
Limavady and Lisneal College. The feedback from the 
lectures was positive and the students gained much 
valuable information relating to their A Level History 
examinations. 

External Visits:  We had the great pleasure of 
enjoying a number of external trips this year. All of our 
Year 10 students attended the Museum of Free Derry. 
These visits were very informative and useful as part of 
their study of this period and went a long way to bringing 

History Department 2013-2014

this period in History to life. I would like to extend my 
thanks to Mr James McQuillan for organising these trips 
and also to Mr John Kelly from the Museum for sharing 
his personal experiences with us.

Careers: During the Careers Fair we had 
the pleasure of inviting a past pupil of History into the 
school during the Careers Fair. Ciaran Roddy, a Law 
Graduate, spoke to a large group of students from 
Years 12 to 14 about the skills he had learned studying 
History at St Columb’s and how these contributed to 
his University experiences and current employment. He 
shared his experiences with the pupils and his talk was 
very enjoyable and informative. As part of the ‘Focus 
on your Future’ week, lecturers from Queen’s University 
delivered a talk on Careers in History to the Year 13 
pupils. We continue to keep links with our past pupils 
and enjoy learning how studying History contributed to 
their experiences. We continue to maintain and enjoy 
strong links with History Departments in other schools 
and Universities. 

Projects: The History Department continue 
to be involved in the ‘Teaching Divided Histories’ Project. 
The course is in conjunction with the Nerve Centre and 
the City of Culture and most local schools are involved. 
The course focuses on delivering History through digital 
technologies. In 2013-2014 we have continued to 
participate in this project. 

The History Department also made a notable contribution 
to Derry’s year as ‘City of Culture’. Through our 
involvement with the “University of Ulster’s Tutoring in 
Schools programme”, 9G made their mark on the City 
of Culture. 9G and I investigated how St Columb’s has 
contributed to developing Derry as a city of culture, by 
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‘I really enjoyed 
looking at the 
photographs in 
the Archives’

(Jack Ward)

‘I really enjoyed finding out about the 
differences in timetables and subjects 
and just how the school day was so 
different for the past pupils’

(Killian O’Neill)

‘Mr Donaghey’s interview was 
really interesting, I loved hearing 
about how The Troubles affected life
in St Columb’s.’

(Robert Kelly)

researching how St Columb’s pupils have contributed 
to life in Derry from sport to poetry, music to political 
culture. They produced an exhibition entitled “College 
of Culture: a focus on the History of St Columb’s”. In 
November 2013 the class, then 10G, hosted an evening 
of St Columb’s Culture, where friends and families came 
to view the work they have done. On this evening, visitors 
enjoyed music from the students, presentations, displays, 
an archive display, and the launch of a film that the pupils 
had created on the history of the school. The pupils 
researched archives and interviewed many past pupils 
in their quest to discover the culture and history of our 
school, and concluded by creating a short documentary 
film.  Mrs Harriet Purkis and Mr John O’Boyle, students 

from the University of Ulster, both worked with us 
through ‘Tutoring in Schools’. The students involved got 
the opportunity to advertise and discuss their project 
on local radio and the project was also recognised by 
the ‘City of Culture’ as part of the ‘Portrait of a City’ 
exhibitions. The pupils also enjoyed success with this 
project at the Derry Feis taking the Elizabeth Keyes Cup 
for Post-Primary History section and the Overall School’s 
History Prize, The Fr John O’ Doherty Cup.  Overall, 
participation in this project was a great opportunity for 
the pupils involved and enabled them to take their study 
of History to a different level. Below are a few quotations 
from the pupils who took part.

Mrs Caroline McLaughlin
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On Thursday March 6th 2014 three 
Principals of schools in Donegal visited 
St Columb’s to view the practical 
applications of recent developments 
in the field of ICT and education. The 
Principals were: Mr Liam Galbraith, 
Crana College, Ms Anne-Marie Luby, St 
Catherine’s Vocational School and Ms 
Jacqueline O’Reilly-Dillon, Magh Erne 
College. They were joined by Mr Shaun 
Purcell, CEO ETB Offices Letterkenny.

They enjoyed a wide range of 
experiences. Mrs Patrice McConnell 
showed them her Irish text book 
created on Book Creator. Mrs Alish 
O’Kane and Mrs Ursula Grimley 
displayed the use of data loggers as 
a teaching and learning resource. Mrs 
Caroline McLaughlin explained how 
tablet and mobile devices are changing the nature of 
teaching at A-Level.

The Principals then visited classrooms to view pupils 
at work using ICT. They saw students of History using 
animation software to recreate the 1916 Easter Rising. 
They also got to experience how French pupils use 
mobile phone technology in the classroom through 
Kahoot quizzes and Edmodo.

Visiting Principals experience ICT in action at 
St Columb’s

Afterwards, our visitors commented most favourably on 
what they had learned, with special mention of just how 
practical all of the information technology had been. 

St Columb’s ICT coordinator Mrs Mary Jo O’Carolan 
stated that “Sharing developments in ICT lies at the 
heart of helping schools enrich their pupils’ experiences 
of learning”.

Mr Brendan O’Donnell
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St Columb’s College
Annual PrizeGiving March 2014

Mrs Sarah Caughey Head of Spanish

Mrs Patrice McConnell Head of Irish

Dr Suzanne Funnell Head of French 

Ms Marion Lübbeke Head of German

Ms Padraigin Ní Mhaonaigh Board of Governors

Trinidad Valencera 
Prize for Spanish Ronan Campbell (13E)

Duais Chlub Dhoire 
Cholmcille Don Ghaelige Niall O’Donnell-Curley (13G)

Doctor McDowell 
Prize for French Matthew McCallion (13H)

Faller Prize for German Liam McAree (13B)

Mrs Caroline McLaughlin Head of History
Mrs Patrice McConnell Head of Irish
Mr Tony McGonigle Acting Head of English 
Mr Brian Trainor  PE Department 
Mr John Peoples  Head of Year 13 
Mr Martin McIlveen  Senior Teacher (Key Stage 4) 
Mrs Miriam McMullan  Head of Mathematics

Regan Award for Athletics Martin McGeady (12H)
Eugene O’Hare Chess Prize Thomas Chambers (12D)
President’s Prize as the leading GCSE Additional Mathematics  Garry Mallett (12H)
Artistic Endeavour Prize Ryan Gillespie (12A)
Fr Philip Donnelly Prize for Best GCSE in History Mathew Peoples (12H)
 Ciaran Ball (12G)
 Oisin Herron (12G)
Paul Wilkins Award for Best GCSE in English Literature Mathew Peoples (12H)
Sean McGonagle Memorial Trophy for Best GCSE in Irish Daire Hutton (9H)
Conal Casey Prize for Swimming Callum O’Brien (12L)
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Ms Sandra Duffy Board of Governors
Mr Tony McGonigle Acting Head of English
Mrs Nuala McGonagle Head of Geography
Mr Mark McConnellogue Head of Religious Education
Mr Liam Boyle Head of Government and Politics
Mr Donal Chambers Co-ordinator of Drama
Mrs Caroline McLaughlin Head of History

Frank McAuley Prize for History Eoin Carlin (13H)
The John Hume Prize for Government and Politics Gavin Duffy (13H)
Classical Studies Prize Luke Devine (13C)
Gerry Devine Memorial Prize for Drama Andrew Ferry (10B)
Parents’ Association Prize for Public Speaking Garry Mallett (12H)
McCarroll Prize for English Michael McGrory (13E)
McCarroll Prize for English Ruaidhri O’Neill (13E)
Fr McElhinney Award for Geography John Moohan (13E)
Bishop’s Prize for Religious Studies Lee Ryan (13G)

Mr Thomas Bradley Vice-Principal
Dr Rory McLaughlin Board of Governors
Mr Brian Trainor PE Department
Mr Brian Keys Vice-Principal
Mr John Johnston Senior Teacher (Post-16)

The Na Magha Award for Hurling Deaglan Foley (13D)
The City of Derry Rugby Club Prize Conor O’Hare (13E)
Tony Furey Award for Sporting Excellence Michael McCallion (13F)
Walsh Family Prize for Sport and Physical Education Tomas McCrossan (13H)
Brendan Dolan Award for Gaelic Football Tomas McCrossan (13H)
The Basketball Prize David McCafferty (13F)
Tom Dunbar Award for Commitment Damien Watson (13H)
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Mr Kevin O’Donnell Head of Art and Design
Mr Martin Meenan Head of Moving Image Arts 
Mr Brendan McGinn Head of Music 
Mrs Margaret Hannaway Teacher Governor
Mr Gerald McChrystal Board of Governors

The Design and Technology Prize Jack Heaney (13H)
The Construction Prize Michael McCallion (13F)
Fr McCarron Prize for Art & Design Ryan O’Kane (13C)
Redmond Friel Prize for Music Matthew Higgins (13B)
The Seagate Engineering Prize Mark Daly (13G)

Mr Thomas Bradley Vice-Principal
Mr Brian Keys Vice-Principal
Mrs Caroline McLaughlin Head of History

The Ross McCartney  Nathan Adam (14L)
Prize for Irish History Diarmuid Cregan (14L)
 Trafford Jackson (14D)

Mr Patrick Kelly Chairperson of Board of Governors
Mr Paul Sweeney Guest Speaker 
Mr FJM Madden Principal

The Laureates’ Prize John Smith (13E)  
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Mr Patrick Kelly Chairperson of Board of Governors
Mr Paul Sweeney Guest Speaker
Mr FJM Madden Principal

Monsignor Coulter Award for Eamonn Bradley (13H)
Mathematics and Science Mark Lafferty (13E)

Mr Patrick Kelly  Chairperson of Board of Governors
Mr Paul Sweeney Guest Speaker
Mr FJM Madden Principal

James Toland Memorial Prize Michael Gorman (13C)
for Modern Languages

Mr Patrick Kelly Chairperson of Board of Governors
Mr Paul Sweeney Guest Speaker
Mr FJM Madden Principal

Monsignor Coulter Damien Watson (13H)
Award for Humanities Edward Boyle (13G)

Mr Patrick Kelly Chairperson of Board of Governors
Mr Paul Sweeney Guest Speaker
Dr Judith O’Hare Board of Governors
Mr FJM Madden Principal

The John McDaid Memorial Prize Caolan Duffy (13B)

Mr Patrick Kelly Chairperson of Board of Governors
Mr Paul Sweeney Guest Speaker
Mr FJM Madden Principal

Bishop Farren Memorial Prize Matthew Peoples (12H)
for Best GCSE Results Garry Mallett  (12H)
 Thomas Chambers (12D) 
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Mrs Miriam McMullan Head of Mathematics
Mr Aidan Lagan Head of Science
Mr Noel Finn Head of Chemistry
Mr Vincent Doherty Head of Physics
Mrs Ailish O’Kane Co-ordinator of Applied Science 
Mr Shaun McElhinney Board of Governors

St Columb’s College Partner Schools’ Prize Aine Page (Thornhill College)
The Applied Science Prize Caolan Lamberton (13G)
Lawrence Duffy Award for Mathematics Eamonn Ferry (13A)
The Professor Philip G Gormley Prize for Further Mathematics Padraig Breslin (13A)
Biology Prize Jonathan Kane (13L)
Chemistry Prize Mark Stewart (13E)
Bank of Ireland Award for Physics Naill Doherty (13L)

Mr Mark McConnellogue Head of Religious Education
Mrs Ursula Grimley Head of Year 14
Mr Shaun McElhinney Board of Governors
Miss Patricia Hughes Senior Teacher (Key Stage 3)
Mr FJM Madden Principal

Niall O’Kane Memorial Prize for Social Concern Lee McGuinness (13L)
Niall McBrearty Memorial Prize Naill Doherty (13L)
The Derry Charismatic Service Committee Prize Stephen O’Neill (13H)
McCann Family Prize Kane McLaughlin (12H)
Pramerica Spirit of Community Award Padraig Delargy (13C)
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Mr Thomas Bradley Vice-Principal
Mrs Margaret Hannaway Teacher Governor
Mr Brian Keys Vice-Principal

ICT Prize Michael O’Kane (13C) 
Applied ICT Prize Eoghan Deeny (13C) 
The Eurocentre West Prize for Business Studies Jack King (13D) 
Applied Business (Single Award) Prize Paul Leonard (13F) 
Applied Business (Double Award) Prize Stephen Tabbitt (13C) 
Desmond Prize for Computer Studies Shaun McDermott (13C) 

Year 11 - Academic Prizewinners

Mr FJM Madden (Principal), Mr Thomas Bradley (Vice-Principal), Mr Donal Chambers (Year Head), 
Mr Martin McIlveen (Senior Teacher KS4) and Mr Brian Keys (Vice-Principal)

11G 1. Jamie Gamble 11H 1. Caolan Flanagan
 2. Bobby Cusack  2. Oisin Murphy
 3. Aodhan Burke  3. Conor Clarke  
     Mark Gorman
     (joint winners)

11K 1. Conor Quigg 11L 1. Andrew Ross
 2. Conor Shirley  2. Eoin McElhinney
 3. Liam Bradley  3. Conor Quigley

11A 1. Jamie McCay 11B 1. Michael Hegarty
 2. Sean Bradley  2. Jamie Hutton
 3. Liam Doherty  3. Oran Barr
  Joshua Hyndman
  (joint winners)

11C 1. Caolam McFadden 11D 1. Peter Madden
 2. Caolan McCafferty  2. Diarmuid Molloy
 3. James McDaid  3. Caolan Doran

11E 1. James O’Neill 11F 1. Conal McLaughlin
 2. Aaron McSwiney-Long 2. Shaun McLaughlin
 3. Ryan English   Zack Moore
     (joint winners)
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Sustained Commitment Prizewinners

Mr Martin McIlveen (Senior Teacher KS4)
Mr Dona Chambers (Year Head)
Mr FJM Madden (Principal)

Coilean Melarkey (11F)
Kieran McCauley (11G)
Anthony Black (11H)
Aodhan Foster (11H)

Caolan Burke (11A)
Niall McCallion (11B)
Niall Nash (11C)
Jack Lafferty (11D)
Jason McCauley (11G)

Overall Commitment Prizewinner

Mr FJM Madden (Principal)

Mateusz Kubala (11L)

Sustained Improvement Prizewinners

Mr FJM Madden (Principal)

James Colgan (11G) Conor Doherty (11L) 

The Sentinus Team R & D 
(Engineering) Gold Crest Award

Mr Liam Burns
Mr John Johnston (Senior Teacher Post-16)

Mrs Ursula Grimley (Year Head)

Conor McCallion (13C)
Eoghan Crocker (13A) 
Ruaidhri O’Neill (13E) 

Jordan Hone (13B) 
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Attendance Prizes
Mrs Ursula Grimley (Year Head)

Six Years’ Full Attendance
Padraig Breslin (13A)

Attendance Prizes
Mr FJM Madden (Principal), Mr John Peoples (Year Head)

Five Years’ Full Attendance Colum Ferry  (12D)
Five Years’ Full Attendance Christopher Fagan  (12L)

   

Winners of more than one subject prize
Mr John Peoples (Year Head), Mr FJM Madden (Principal),  

Mr Martin McIlveen (Senior Teacher KS4)

Art and Design Oisin Herron (12G)
German Oisin Herron (12G)
History Oisin Herron (12G)
English Literature Matthew Peoples (12H)
History Matthew Peoples (12H)
Additional Mathematics Garry Mallett (12H)
French Garry Mallett (12H)
History Garry Mallett (12H)
Mathematics Garry Mallett (12H)
Music Garry Mallett (12H)
Science (Double Award Modular) Garry Mallett (12H)
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Winners of one subject prize

Mr Thomas Bradley (Vice-Principal), Mr Brian Keys (Vice-Principal), Mr FJM Madden (Principal) 
and Mr John Peoples  

 Business Studies Gareth McDaid (12F)
 Religious Studies Conor Hasson (12E)
 English Thomas McGowan (12H)
 Physical Education Conor Dunleavy (12H)
 ICT Conor MacBride (12L)
 Spanish Christopher Fagan (12L)
 Moving Image Arts David Hughes (12A)
 Irish Daire Hutton (9H)
 Engineering Oran Campbell (12K) 
 Geography Thomas Chambers (12D)
 Art and Design  Daniel Cosgrove (12B)

Academic Achievement Prizewinners

Mr FJM Madden (Principal)
Mr John Peoples (Year Head) 

Oisin Herron (12G)
Conor MacBride (12L)
Adam Duddy (12H)
Christopher Fagan (12L)
Oran Campbell (12K)
Daniel Cosgrove (12B)
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Art and Design

The pupils of St Columb’s 

College are a wonderfully 

creative bunch. Here we 

celebrate their work in 

Art and the hard work put 

into preparing them by all 

members of the Art and 

Design Department.

Mr Kevin O’Donnell
Head of Art

All the schools involved photographed with Mayor, Mr Kevin Campbell

Miss Orla McLaughlin, Cathal Turton, Nathan Hegarty and 
Mr FJM Madden with their Texaco Childrens Art CertificatesClaire Faithorn, Mr Kevin O’Donnell and Noelle McAlinden

At the Peace Bridge with Rivers of the World Exhibition
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Seagate Competition first prize winners Jack Foley and Edward Karran
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Year 10

10H Sample of Masks10H Sample of Masks

10F Sample of Masks

10E Sample of Masks
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St Columb’s top achievers
CCEA Celebrating Excellence 2013

Mrs Geraldine McCay, Jamie Hegarty, Mr Kevin O’Donnell Head of Art & Design, James Lynch, Oran Cummings, 
Thomas Nicell and Mrs Catherine O’Hagan at the CCEA Awarding Excellence Awards

Jamie Hegarty, James Lynch, Oran Cummings and Thomas Nicell Year 14 pupils 
who received top marks in Northern Ireland in their A2 Art and Design
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Art Exhibition AS & A2

Aaron Kelly Year 13 Marty Green Year 13

Caelim Boyle Year 13

Oisin Barr Year 14

Ryan Harkin Year 14

James Lynch Year 14
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Dermot Cregan, Mr Kevin O’Donnell, Thomas Nicell, Mayor of Derry Mr Kevin Campbell and Diarmuid O’Kane
at the 2013 A2 Art and Design Exhibition

Oran Doherty 10E being presented with his 
award by Marie O’Neill UU

City Hotel Art Competition Jamie Hegarty (2nd place)
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Our Rivers Of The World Display
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Music

Our article in last year’s Columban publication hinted at 
a busy year ahead and it turned out that way. In Term 
three of 2012/13 students were presented with many 
opportunities to engage in City of Culture music events 
and they certainly seized the moment.  In May 2013, 
Year 11 Music students attended a percussion master-
class by the world renowned percussionist Eugene 
Skeefe and were introduced to African rhythms and 
exercises that encouraged improvisation.

Mr Eugene Skeefe (front right) with our 
Year 11 GCSE Music students

On Wednesday 12th June, Lorcán Mac Mathúna, 
the composer tasked with a new composition for the 
Fleadh, took a songwriting workshop with the Year 11 
GCSE group. Lorcán spent time discussing the sounds, 
smells and sights of the city in an attempt through word 
to reflect how the pupils really felt about their city. It was 
a very successful workshop and Lorcán now had the 
building blocks to continue work on his composition, 
more of which later in the article. The workshop was 
also filmed by the BBC as part of a documentary about 
Lorcán’s new composition and the Fleadh.

On Thursday 20th June, Music Promise in collaboration 
Neil Cowley invited interested pupils to a workshop that 
encouraged them to get involved in music activities over 
the summer. Neil Cowley (UK Jazz Musician of the Year 
2013) performed for the pupils and gave an account of his 
own musical experiences. Some fifty pupils signed up for 

the scheme and as a result many of these students have 
gained new experiences in technology and music tuition.

Mr Marty McGill (Nerve Centre), Mr Neil Cowley, 
Miss Priscilla Connolly, Mrs Margaret Burns, 
Mr Brendan McGinn and Mr FJM Madden

Mr Neil Cowley performs “Lament” from his most recent 
album

Joseph McGinley making 
suggestions for the 
composition, filmed 

by the BBC

Mr Lorcán Mac Mathúna 
with Mr Martin Tourish on 

accordion discussing 
our pupils’ ideas
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On Friday 21st June 2013, 
three singer / songwriters 
were invited to perform as 
part of World Music Day in 
the city. Gavin McCafferty, 
Eoghan O’Carroll and Jude 
McCandless performed 
solos on the Foyleside 
stage with Jude also 
performing on the Pure 
Culture Show (radio) and 

BBC Newsline (TV). They were joined later by the school 
choir, Year 11 pupils and staff for the Danny Boy sing-a-
long in what proved to be a most memorable event.

Jude McCandless with Gavin McCafferty and 
Eoghan O’Carroll after performing in Foyleside

At the same time the 
department received 
funding from the Greater 
Shantallow Partnership 
Area which enabled 
Ms Priscilla Connolly to 
develop Irish traditional 

music by offering lessons on the tin whistle, bodhran 
and fiddle. With the help of Mr Paul Cutliffe, lessons 
were popular and well attended and this funding was 
to last until December. Ms Connolly has remarked on 
the increased numbers attending traditional music on a 
Thursday after school and was particularly pleased with 
their performance at our recent Open Night.

Mr Neil Cowley addressing 
the Music students

On July 3rd 2013, eleven students from St Columb’s 
participated in the “At Sixes And Sevens” project which 
took place in the Guildhall. The students were part 
of an all-school ensemble directed by Sarah Murphy 
that created dialogue, song and music to reflect their 
own views and interpretations of the Derry Walls. Their 
performance was part of an ambitious project which 
simultaneously performed the world premiere of “At 
Sixes And Sevens” in Derry and London. The main 
composition was penned by the Pulitzer Poetry winner, 
Paul Muldoon, and composed for choir and orchestra by 
Mark-Anthony Turnage, recently composer-in-residence 
for the London Philharmonic Orchestra. It was a truly 
fantastic night for the students involved many of whom 
also partook in a video produced by Mark McCauley, our 
local and highly-acclaimed BAFTA winner camera man.

Jude McCandless performs 
live on Radio Foyle as part 

of World Music Day

Gavin McCafferty 
entertaining in

Shipquay Street

Nathan McClintock receiving bodhran tuition
from Mr Paul Cutliffe

Traditional group in full flight

Traditional group perform on Open Night
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In the middle of July, energies turned to a specially 
commissioned composition “I am the Foyle” for the 
opening of the All-Ireland Fleadh by Lorcán Mac 
Mathúna. Another fourteen students, ably supported 
by Miss Priscilla Connolly, Mr Marcas Ó Murchú and 
myself, attended a number of intense rehearsals at An 
Culturlann, cumulating in a performance at St Columb’s 
Cathedral on the 11th August. It was an ambitious 
project which brought together almost 60 pupils from 
the WELB schools. It was well-received by a packed 
cathedral and the composer was both delighted and 
proud of the achievement.

The whole group pose before the performance

Patrick Keenan and James Kelly performing in the
“Sixes & Seven” project in the Guildhall

Diarmuid O’Kane 
poses just before
the performance

Aodhan Foster gearing 
up for the performance

Mr Lorcán Mac Mathúna with Mr Brendan McGinn, 
Miss Priscilla Connolly and Marcas Ó Murchú

Conor MacBride, James Colgan and Miceal Sammon, 
the trombone section

September started with 
an outstanding lunchtime 
recital to celebrate the 
European Day of 
Languages. Mrs Margaret 
Burns organized a varied 
programme to reflect 
musical styles from around 
Europe and it certainly set 
the standard for forthcoming 
lunchtime recitals.

Andrew McCaughan 
on percussion
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Also in September, over 60 Music students accompanied 
by staff attended an outstanding classical concert at the 
Millennium Forum featuring the Belfast born pianist Barry 
Douglas. The programme included Tchaikovsky’s Piano 
Concerto No.1 and Brahms Symphony No.1 and, all-in-
all, it was a great experience for the boys. 

Year 11 GCSE Music students during the interval

Mr Dermott Carlin and 
Mr Brendan McGinn with 
the Ulster Orchestra’s 
conductor JoAnn Falletta

Attention turned to the 
inaugural City of Derry 
Choral Festival in late 
October and the school 
choir under the direction 
of Mr Brendan McGinn 
and Ms Priscilla Connolly 

Mrs Margaret Burns with Paul McCracken, 
Joseph McDermott, Gareth Johnston, Conor MacBride 

and Conor McConnellogue

Conor McConnellogue 
on bass guitar

Joseph McDermott 
playing the piano

dedicated much time to preparing two pieces for the 
Post-Primary 3-4 part competition. The standard of 
singing was exceptionally high with Thornhill College 
taking the honours but as the only male choir in all 
the post-primary competitions, the school’s choir can 
be very proud of their efforts and indeed were singled 
out by the adjudicators for their commitment. The 
department would like to acknowledge the excellent 
support from Mr John Peoples who provided piano 
accompaniment for the choir.

Images from the school’s choir during the 
City of Derry Choral Festival

One of the highlights of the year for the department 
took place in December with the Year 8 Carol Service. 
Moving to Pennyburn Chapel for the first time, the 
Choir and Senior Wind Band, under the direction of Mrs 
Margaret Burns and Ms Priscilla Connolly respectively, 
performed an excellent programme of instrumental and 
vocal music which reflected the occasion perfectly. 
Many parents remarked on the beautifully performed 
music and the new venue certainly added to the 
occasion. The Wind Band also performed at Culmore 
Manor, entertaining the residents and staff with 
renditions of popular carols.
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Planning in Term 2 began with the Open Night and this 
year we opened up the whole department in a bid to 
showcase as much of the musical talent as possible. 
Below are some of the performers who kindly gave up 
their time on the night.

The string trio, Lucas Matta, Tom Hickey and Gareth 
McDermott, who performed on Open Night

The highlight of Term 2 was 
the invitation by the school 
of Gerard McChrystal, past 
pupil and world re-nowned 
saxophonist, to perform 
at our school. Gerard has 
performed in 35 countries, 
was an ambassador for 
the City of Culture 2013 
and is currently Professor 
of Saxophone at Trinity 
Laban, London. He was 

invited to perform his composition, inspired by Seamus 
Heaney’s “Mid-Term break”, at the Senior PrizeGiving 

Miss Priscilla Connolly conducts the school choir during the Carol Service

and his performance was truly outstanding. The Senior 
Wind, prepared by Mrs Margaret Burns, performed 
“Chameleon” with Gerard and the performance 
contained outstanding improvised solos. Gerard 
remarked on the excellence of the band. Earlier in the 
day Gerard took time out to speak to our music students 
during which he gave advice on performing and spoke 
honestly about his career pathway. 

Shortly after this event the Wind Band and Choir were 
called upon again to perform at the official launch of the 
Ambassadors of St Paul Award. Mrs Margaret Burns 
conducted the Wind Band in another excellent 
performance of Chameleon while the choir performed a 
new and interesting arrangement of the school’s 
anthem Seek Ye First.

Jude McCandless gets 
ready to perform on 

Open Night

Mr Gerard McChrystal with 
Matthew Higgins, winner 

of the Redmond Friel 
Trophy for best AS 

Music student

Mr Gerard McChrystal 
performs for the 
students during 

a rehearsal
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Other highlights have included the 
Gifted and Talented programme 
funded by Music Promise (Gareth 
Johnston, Liam Bradley and Andrew 
Ross), the trip to see the musical 
Wicked in Dublin which was half 
funded by Music Promise, Daniel 
Harkin’s excellent vocal performance 
at the Aware Defeat Depression 
event, the new software and hardware 
purchased from the Music Promise 
funding and the on-going commitment 
by staff to participate in music events. 
As I finish this piece, the department 
is earnestly preparing for the Spring 
Concert, one I hope to report on in 
next year’s edition.

Mr Brendan McGinn

Gareth Johnston 
during a performance of Chameleon

Matthew Higgins
improvises on guitar

Lucian McCauley
performing on flute

Wind band members relax before their performance

Robert Kelly, Andrew Ferry and Ryan McGinn ready themselves for their vocal solos
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We are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

When it comes to 
Your Insurance...
We Mean Business!

INSURANCE NI

You can find out more about us on our web site www.FindInsuranceNI.co.uk
Free phone 0800 012 6367   From your mobile 028 7131 1171
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St Columb’s College opened its doors on the evening of 
Tuesday January 21st 2014 for its annual Open Evening 
at 7.00pm. Crowds started arriving early and by the 
time of Mr FJM Madden’s first talk of the evening the 
Assembly Hall was full to bursting with eager parents 
and their sons, all waiting to hear about our school and 
to get a taste of its atmosphere. The theme for this 
year’s Open Evening was “Fulfilling Potential”. 

They were not to be disappointed. They were met at 
the door by our school classical music trio, as Prefects 
handed out or very fine prospectus, as well as a copy of 
“The Columban 2013”. Mr FJM Madden, in his address to 
parents and prospective pupils, made reference to the care 
and attention our school pays to the settling in process for 
Year 8 pupils, the high quality of teaching and learning here 
in St Columb’s, the very high levels of parental participation 
and involvement in our school and how the experience of 
St Columb’s College develops a young man as a whole 
person through our Catholic ethos. Odhran Friel 8A, Jack 
Long 8C, Conal Quigley 8F and Tom Burns 8F addressed 
the audience, each of them underlining the positive 
atmosphere which pervades St Columb’s. 

Open Night 2014

Parents and their sons were then taken on a guided tour 
of our school by our Prefect Team, ably marshalled by 
Mr Mark Tracey, during which they experienced the wide 
and varied curriculum St Columb’s College has to offer. 
The languages corridor was alive with the sounds and 
smells of other cultures. A broad range of experiences 
in the world of art and music shone out. Science, 
with its spirit of enquiry, featured experimentation 
and explanation of the highest order. English and 
Mathematics, the corner stones of education, featured 
projects and activities to stretch the most able of minds. 
St Bridget’s Crosses were made in RE, Geography 
featured volcanoes and Home Economics more or 
less kept the throng fed, with unconfirmed reports of 
“doggie bags” being filled for supper! For the first time, 
the Careers Department was opened for parents and 
prospective pupils. There, displays focused on the need 
to effectively plan your future in a global world of work. 

We wish to sincerely thank the many people without 
whose dedication our Open Evening would not have been 
the resounding success it was. To the canteen staff and 
caretakers, to our teachers and Heads of Department 
and especially to Mrs Catherine O’Hagan for coordinating 
this most successful evening with her usual eye for detail. 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Rev Micheál McGavigan, Miss Patricia 
Hughes, Head of Junior School and 

Mr FJM Madden

Rev Micheál McGavigan 
welcomes visitors Some of our Prefect Team
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Classical Trio
Dr Suzanne Funnell and

Miss Marie Sauvé our French Assistant

Some members of our Student Representative Council Careers

History Science in action

Connor Rabbett 8K helps out in 
Home Economics Basketball in PEMathematics
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Technology in action Listening to Mr FJM Madden’s address

Eoghan O’Carroll and Gavin 
McCafferty in MusicPhysics Chemistry

Prefects waiting to show parents around the school Technology

Spanish Art
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Queen’s University Belfast’s next President and 
Vice-Chancellor will be Professor Patrick Johnston, 
the University announced today. Professor 
Johnston, who is Dean of the School of Medicine, 
Dentistry and Biomedical Sciences at Queen’s, will 
take up post early in 2014.

His appointment was approved this morning 
at an additional meeting of Senate, Queen’s 
governing body. Professor Johnston 
becomes the 12th Vice-Chancellor in the 
University’s 168-year history.

Queen’s Pro-Chancellor Sir David Fell, who chaired the 
appointment panel, said: “I am delighted to announce 
the appointment of Professor Patrick Johnston as 
our new President and Vice-Chancellor.  Professor 
Johnston, a Fellow of the Academy of Medical Sciences, 
is an outstanding academic with a distinguished record 
of achievement.  Throughout his career, he has led 
transformational projects, and combines vision with a 
determination and passion to deliver change which will 
benefit society as a whole.

“As one of the world’s foremost experts in cancer 
research, he has shown extraordinary leadership in 
making Queen’s and Northern Ireland a truly innovative 
world-leading centre for medical research.

“I know that as President and Vice-Chancellor he will be 
an inspirational leader for the whole University and that 
exciting times lie ahead. I wish him every success.”  

Speaking about his appointment, Professor Johnston 
commented: “This is a proud day for both me and my 
family and I thank Queen’s University for choosing me to 
be its next President and Vice-Chancellor.  I very much 
look forward to leading this distinguished institution and 
working alongside its exceptional staff and students. It 
is an honour and privilege to be given this opportunity 
to further develop and enhance the reputation and 

standing of Queen’s.

“In an environment that throws up many significant 
challenges, both at home and abroad, Queen’s 

objective is to become an international leader 
in both education and research.  I will work 

tirelessly to achieve this objective, which will 
bring benefits not only to the University but 
to the local economy and to everyone who 
lives in Northern Ireland.”

Professor Johnston, originally from Derry/
Londonderry, is married with four grown-

up sons. Since 2007, he has led the development of 
a new international Medical School at Queen’s and a 
world-leading Institute of Health Sciences. He is also 
former Director of the Centre for Cancer Research and 
Cell Biology at Queen’s.

In 2012 he was recognised for excellence in medical 
science when he was elected to the Fellowship of 
the Academy of Medical Sciences.  Also in 2012 he 
accepted a Diamond Jubilee Queen’s Anniversary Prize 
awarded by Her Majesty The Queen, for the University’s 
leadership of the Comprehensive Cancer Centre and 
its achievement in reducing cancer mortality rates in 
Northern Ireland over the last decade.

Professor Johnston was also appointed chair of the 
Translational Research Group of the Medical Research 
Council (MRC) in 2012. He was awarded the 2013 
international Bob Pinedo Cancer Care Prize, recognising 
his pioneering work in translating discovery science for 
the benefit of cancer patients. He also currently serves 
on the Cancer Research UK (CR-UK) Science Executive/
Advisory Board.

In addition to his academic work Professor Johnston 
is also a founder of Almac Diagnostics, with its 
headquarters based in Northern Ireland.

Past Pupil appointed Vice-Chancellor of 
Queen’s University Belfast

Past Pupils’ News
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It was with great sadness that we learned of 
death of Martin Raymond Flannery, past pupil 
of St Columb’s College and recipient of the 2001 
Alumnus Illustrissimus Award.  Martin (Raymond) 
passed away on May 8th 2013.

(Martin) Raymond Flannery was born on 8th 
January 1941 in Claudy, County Derry, 
the son of James and Bridget (née Lohan) 
Flannery of Tubbercurry and Roscommon respectively. 
Raymond’s parents were school teachers at a two 
teacher school at Athnahoney, near Claudy, and had 
seven children. The family moved to Derry in 1945.

Raymond was educated at St Columb’s College 
between 1952 and 1958.  He then moved on to 
Queen’s University, Belfast, where he earned both his 
B.Sc., (with first class honours) degree in Mathematics 
in 1961, and his Ph.D. (in Theoretical Physics) in 1964. 
Raymond went on to lecture at Queen’s University 
(1964-66), Georgia Institute of Technology (1967-68), 
and Harvard University (1968-71). He was appointed 
Associate Professor at the School of Physics, Georgia 
Institute of Technology in 1971, Professor in 1974 and 
Regents’ Professor in 1993. He was a visiting Fellow 
at the Joint Institute for Laboratory Astrophysics at 
Boulder, Colorado in 1977, Fellow at the Institute for 
Theoretical Atomic and Molecular Physics, Harvard 
in both 1993 and 2002 and a Guest Professor at the 
University of Innsbruck in 1996. He became a Fellow 
(1979) of the American Physical Society, a Fellow (1980, 
2000) and Chartered Physicist (2000) of the Institute of 
Physics, London and an Honorary Member (1997) of the 
Royal Irish Academy.

Professor Flannery’s area of expertise was in the theory 
of atomic and molecular collision processes and on 
recombination processes at thermal and ultra cold 
energies in particular. He published numerous refereed 
papers and review articles in atomic and molecular 
physics journals. He presented dozens of invited 

Obituary - Professor Raymond Flannery

papers at national and international scientific 
conferences and many invited colloquia at 
Universities. He delivered the Commencement 
Addresses at Graduation 1995 of Georgia 

Institute of Technology and at Graduation 
1998 of Queen’s University of Belfast. He 
served (1978-85) on the Editorial Board 
of the International Journal of Quantum 
Chemistry, served (1981-3, 1986-88) 

on the Executive Board of the Gaseous Electronics 
Conference and was appointed (1994-2000) a Divisional 
Associate Editor of The Physical Review Letters.

In 1997 Raymond Flannery was elected an Honorary 
Member of the Royal Irish Academy, one of thirty 
honorary members worldwide in Science, in recognition 
of his distinguished services. He was the recipient 
of the 1998 Allis Prize, awarded by the American 
Physical Society for advancing the understanding of 
recombination processes; in particular for developing a 
microscopic theory of three-body ionic recombination; 
and for his novel applications of classical and quantum 
mechanical methods to the dynamics of atomic, 
molecular and ionic systems.  In 1998 Queen’s 
University of Belfast awarded him the degree of Doctor 
of Science, D.Sc. (honoris causa) for ‘his distinction as 
a scientist’.  He was the recipient of the 2002 Sir David 
Bates Prize, awarded by the UK Institute of Physics 
(Division of Atomic, Molecular, Optical and Plasma 
Physics), London, for ‘his distinguished contributions 
to the field of theoretical atomic physics and, in 
particular, for his studies of recombination processes 
with applications to astrophysics and plasma physics.’ 
He was also the recipient of the 2002 Jesse W. Beams 
Award of the Southeastern Section of the American 
Physical Society ‘for his pioneering, seminal, influential 
and enduring contributions to Atomic and Molecular 
Collision Physics.’

Throughout his life Professor Flannery retained the 
closest links possible with his alma mater.  He worked 
to encourage St Columb’s students’ love of Physics by 
his endowment of the Flannery Prize for Physics.  He 
added most generously to this endowment just before 
Christmas 2012.

May He Rest In Peace.

Mr FJM Madden
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Past Pupils’ Union hosts soccer tournament.

On a baking hot  Friday afternoon of June 7th 2013
Mr Enda Rainey, President of the Past Pupils’ Union, 
hosted a four team tournament to celebrate our new 
3G pitch facility. Two staff teams, captained by Mr Brian 
Trainor and Mr William Guthrie, one team of pupils and 

Past Pupils’ Union hosts soccer tournament

one team of past pupils battled it out in the searing heat 
on a round robin basis. The eventual winners were the 
pupil team. Congratulations to Mr Rainey on such a 
good idea and we hope to repeat it next year.

Past Pupils Team

Back Row: Mr Enda Rainey, Mr Jack Quigley, Mr Ciaran Duffy, Mr Darren McCarrick, Mr Gary Curran, 
 Mr George Doherty, Mr FJM Madden 
Front Row: Mr Darren McCaul, Mr Dylan Coyle, Mr David Walker, Mr Brian Rainey, Mr Liam Fleming, Mr Gavin Doherty

Staff Team 1

Back Row: Mr Enda Rainey, Mr Gavin McCay, Mr Brian Trainor, Mr James McQuillan, Mr Kieron McConnellogue, 
 Mr Ciaran Stevenson, Mr FJM Madden 
Front Row: Mr Niall O’Donnell, Mr Darren Barr, Mr Raymond Hyndman, Mr Eamon Burns, Mr Noel Finn, Mr Aaron Crawley
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Staff Team 2

Back Row: Mr Enda Rainey, Mr James Green, Mr Paul McGarry, Mr Gavin Millar, Mr Brendán Quigley, 
 Mr Vincent Doherty, Mr Donal Chambers, Mr FJM Madden
Front Row: Mr William Guthrie, Mr Aaron McEniff, Mr Ryan Horner, Mr Dermot Marlow, Mr Adrian Newton

Pupils Team

Back Row: Mr Enda Rainey, Sean Harkin, Gavin Roberts, Ben O’Kane, Anthony Hargan, Kevin Devine, Mr FJM Madden
Front Row: Patrick Glen, Emmet McBride, Jason McKinney, Brendan Douban



The Columban 2014

99



The Columban 2014

100

On Wednesday February 5th and Thursday February 6th 
2014 Daniel Black, who is now a student of Music  in 
Liverpool Hope University, addressed Year 13 and Year 
14 pupils about making university choices and university 
life in general. Daniel was a pupil in St Columb’s from 
2001 until 2008. Daniel’s talk was invaluable to our 
pupils in Senior School in that it honestly addressed 
real-life career decisions such as taking a Gap Year, 
changing course and college when you have made a 
bad decision, student finances, accommodation and 
student life in general. Our students were reminded by 
Daniel of the global dimension of university life including 
opportunities for travel and volunteering in Third World 
countries. 

We would like to thank Daniel for his excellent talk 
and commend him on what must be a very difficult 
assignment in your alma mater. 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Careers talk by past pupil

Daniel with Ms Honor Sisk, Acting Head of Careers 
and Mr John Peoples, Year 13 Year Head

Daniel addressing pupils
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St Columb’s College Past Pupils’ Union

To join you have three options:

1. Telephone the school (028 7128 5000) 

 and ask to speak to Dermot Carlin

2. Visit www.stcolumbs.com  

 and go to Microsites - 

 Past Pupils’ Union

3. Email ppu902@stcolumbs.com
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Sport

St Columb’s have again produced rugby teams at all 
age groupings throughout the school. Last season 
was the first time that St Columb’s had competed at 
Schools’ Cup level in a considerable number of years 
and pleasing progress was made, initially beating 
Ballymena Academy before succumbing to Wallace 
High School in the 3rd team competition. Conor O’Hare 
has been very much a stand out performer at this level 
and he has been involved In the Ulster Development 
Squad. The current season has seen the Under 18 side 
again competing well in their local league along with the 
Schools’ Cup Competition, and a number of new players 
have taken up the sport.

The Under 16 team has competed very well this season. 
A significant number of players who took up rugby in 
Year 8 at St Columb’s have now progressed to playing 
for City of Derry side outside of school and this strong 
core of players helped the side to win the majority of 
their games. They narrowly missed out on winning their 
local league and made pleasing progress in the High 
Schools’ Trophy, reaching the quarter final stages for 
the first time and frustratingly missing out on the semi-
finals. Players such Declan Allen and team captain Jack 
Lafferty have both had excellent seasons, along with 
James Clarke, Aaron Michaeledis, Daniel Wright and 
Ryan O’Hagan all making a significant contribution. All 

Rugby Season 2013 /2014

Year 8 Team Photo
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of these players have been involved in regional 
development and Ulster squads throughout the 
season. Furthermore, players such as Callum 
O’Hagan and Niall Nash have had outstanding 
seasons and have been rewarded with a call 
up to their respective regional development 
squads.

The Under 14 side had a very productive 
campaign last season, winning their regional 
blitz competition and progressing through 
to the final stages of the Pollock Cup in 
Ballymoney, where they performed admirably. 
In addition they won the subsidiary plate in the 
local Mowbray Shield Competition. Ryan O’ Hagan, 
James Clarke and Daniel Wright have all been involved 
in the Ulster Development Squad at this level. The 
current under 14 side has performed well, recently 
beating Foyle and Londonderry “B” team and competing 

well in a regional blitz competition. Kevin Forbes 
has played particularly well in this age group and 

he has been involved in the Ulster squad.  
Last season again saw the College field a 
Year 8 side. They competed against Foyle 
and Londonerry “B” side and participated 
in their regional blitz competition. With the 
current season drawing to a close a new 
batch of rugby recruits have been performing 
very well in Year 8. With a side almost 
entirely new to the sport, some excellent 

performances have been produced from the 
likes of PJ Casey, Joseph Hamilton, Brendan 

Tyre and team captain Oisin MacCafferty. The 
side reached the semi finals of their regional blitz 

competition and have produced some notable victories 
over local opposition.

Mr Lee Mosby

U16 Team Photo

Arnold House
6 Waterside Centre Glendermott Road

DERRY BT47 6BG
T:  028 7131 8808  F:  028 71318458

W:  www.delapandwaller.com

We have also have offices in:
ANTRIM  DUBLIN  CORK  LONDON

ABU DHABI   ROMANIA   WARSAW
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Tuesday June 18th marked our annual Day of Sport. It 
was due to have been Friday June 14th but a forecast 
of inclement weather forced a postponement. We were 
treated to a nice warm day with a light breeze, perfect 
conditions for our pupils to give of their best.

There was an excellent turnout on the day and it proved 
a great success. Soccer as ever was the most popular 
sport on offer, with all forms of athletics also being very 
well represented. Other fun activities included Gladiator, 
Laser Tag, table-tennis, golf and fishing. 

On the veranda the hard working barbeque team, 

Day of Sport 2013

(Mr Aidan Lagan, Mrs Lorraine Murray, Mrs Jacqueline 
Smyth, Mrs Róise Harvey, Mrs Sarah Caughey and 
Mr Martin Meenan), under the expert tutelage of Mrs 
Margaret Burns, kept the throngs fed with hamburgers 
and hotdogs. 

Many thanks to the Parents’ Association and to Mrs 
Marie McColgan for providing many of the fun activities 
for our Day of Sport.

Congratulations to Mr Eamon Burns and his team for 
having organised such an enjoyable day. 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Mr Chambers from an interesting angle

Chariots of Fire

Anyone for tee

Getting ready for kick off Ready, steady...
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Having fun in the sun Busy at the barbeque

 Player of the Year 8 Year 9 Year 10
 Tournament Callum Doherty Dylan Mc Daid Jordan Mc Geady

 60m Sprint Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

 1 Shane Wallace Patrick Merrigan Jacob Henderson
 2 Kian McGarvey Brian McCarron Darren Holden
 3 Conor McLaughlin Ronan Pyne Dean Burke
 
 Relay Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

 1 D C A
 2 C G G
 3 H B -
 
 600m Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

 1 Eoin Cassidy Mark Doherty Jacob Henderson
 2 Kevin McKinney Ronan Pyne Dermott McDermott
 3 Ben Brown James Lynch Dean Burke
 
 Long Jump Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

 1 Sean Leopard Dean Chambers Adam Cassidy
 2 Ronan Barford Aaron Harkin James Clarke
 3 Peter O’Hagan Odhran Cassidy Andrew Ferry
 
 High Jump Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

 1 Michael Logue Oran Fox Kevin Brady
 2 Conor Doherty Caolan Wilson Alonso?
 3 Declan Ward Mark McGinty Shea Doherty

 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

 Oisin Mc Daid Shane Murray Jordan Mc Geady

 Shea Mc Caul Nathan Breslin Shane Coyle

 Bradley Callaghan Aaron Doherty Conor Mc Dermott

 Sean Kelly Aaron Mc Gurk Matty Doherty

 Callum Doherty Dylan Mc Daid Diarmuid Mc Dermott

 Ethan Crumlish Mark Doherty Mathew Kirk

 Patrick Weir Ryan Whoriskey Aodhan O Donnell

 Caolan Young Patrick Merrigan Ryan Hume

 Ethan Mc Glinchey Alex Meenan James Mc Ginley

 Dylan Martin Jason Logue Fiachra Downey

 - Mark Mullan -

 - James Lynch -F
O

O
T
B
A
L
L
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Mr George Doherty, 
trackside official

Cheering them on from the grill Cheering on their favourites

Mrs Philomena McDermott, Mrs Rhonda 
Hutchman and Mrs Marie McColgan

Treating the injured
Let’s get 
physical

The high jump

Final Preparations
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‘We did it for Joe!’

THE PRESENCE of popular teenager, Joe McColgan, 
proved the catalyst for a memorable day for St Columb’s 
College on Wednesday April 24th 2013 as they 
triumphed in the N Ireland Schools’ Intermediate Cup 
Final.

The brave 16 year-old Cosquin lad, who was diagnosed 
with leukaemia, made heroic efforts to attend this year’s 
showpiece staged in the Ballymena Showgrounds.

Joe, who played a key role on the pitch for us en-
route to the final, decided to take a well-earned break 
from intensive chemotherapy treatment in Belfast City 
Hospital to surprise his teammates on the sidelines.
His attendance was hugely appreciated as we produced 
an inspired performance to out-gun St Malachy’s 
College and bring the prestigious trophy back to Derry.
Goals from skipper Conor Quigley and Ben 
Doherty proved enough to secure victory but it was 
unquestionably the surprise visit of Joe to the St 
Columb’s dressing room prior to kick-off which put an 
added spring in the step of the Derry lads.

Team managers, Mr Mark Tracey and Mr James Green, 
had prepared a motivational video message from absent 
team members, including Mikhail Kennedy (now with 
English Championship club, Charlton) and Joe from his 
hospital bedside.

Under-16 coach, Mr Green claimed his presence gave 
the players a huge boost. ‘It was a fantastic occasion for 
the whole school.

The big thing for everyone was the fact that Joe 
managed to be there to see it. It gave the boys a huge 
boost.

Under 16 Cup Winners April 2013

He was given the go-ahead to travel on the Wednesday 
morning and it was just a pleasure to see him involved in 
the celebrations at the end and seeing him lift the trophy.
That’s what we had hoped for. Nobody really expected 
him to arrive. We got some of the boys to film little 
videos giving their support to the boys and Joe did his 
from the hospital. But when the boys saw him actually 
there in Ballymena it gave them a huge lift.

He definitely motivated us all and the hope is that we 
can motivate him now in his personal battle. I didn’t get 
much of a chance to chat with him after the game as it 
was so chaotic but he seems to be doing well.’ 

On the pitch, we were determined to spoil the party for 
St Malachy’s who were seeking to match St Columb’s 
historic treble achieved back in 2011 at the same venue. 
This particular group of players were the Under-14 
champions on that occasion. 

Our team’s coaching staff were determined to bring 
silverware back to the North-West once again, especially 
given the heartbreak suffered by other Derry schools in 
the U12 and U14 finals earlier in the day.

‘We had talked about the ability of this team but it 
was the team spirit which shone through on the day,’ 
continued Mr Green. 

‘This is a great, talented bunch of lads and already we’re 
looking forward to next year with great excitement. The 
boys are walking around the corridors 10ft tall at the 
moment.

It was just one of those games where everyone pulled 
together and there was a real team effort.’

We had made a nervous start but just before the half 
hour mark the ball broke to Conor Quigley following a 

The victorious squad
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Ben Doherty celebrating his goal and remembering Joe McColgan

Joe McColgan with the trophy

Joe McColgan and Conor Quigley hold the cup aloft
Conor Quigley Captain 
and man of the match

The moment of victory

corner and he sent an unstoppable volley into 
the roof of the net from fifteen yards.

We netted that all-important second goal 
seven minutes from time as Eoin McNeill broke 
down the left side and sent a low cross which 
the St Malachy’s keeper spilled under pressure 
from Paul Ferris.

When the ball broke to Ben Doherty he 
gleefully converted and wheeled away in 
celebration, revealing a t-shirt with the 
message ‘Get Well Soon Joe!’ - a fitting end to 
a special day for us.

St Columb’s College - Dillon Doherty; Dean 
McClafferty. Paddy Slevin, Tiernan Canning, 
Connor Quigley, Jack Higgins, Steven Duffy, 
Dillon McClean, Gavin Doherty, Conor 
Breslin, Ben Doherty Subs - Eoin McNeill, 
Conor McDermott, Paul Ferris, Declan Harley.

Mr Mark Tracey & Mr James Green
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Super Sub

Team Pic

Goal 1

Ferris causes panic
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It was two weeks in the planning in my new role as 
Sports Development Officer, but Tuesday June 25th 
2013 marked a first for the College with our first official 
World Record. To mark the official opening of our 
new 3G Pitch facility that day, I felt that something 
spectacular was needed. Sure enough, something 
spectacular happened, although some of the photos 
might stretch the word ‘spectacular’ a bit!

With a facility the size of the new 3G facility and a school 
like ours, the solution was simple; One Big Workout 
(OBW). If we could get all the pupils and all the staff 
onto the pitch doing a workout altogether, surely we 
could break some kind of record? The Guinness Book 
of World Records confirmed that a record already stood 
for a workout to a fitness video but it was beatable at 
829 participants. Now all we needed was the workout. 
‘INSANITY’ was the only choice. The PE department 
already had classes doing the ‘INSANITY’ workout, so 

St Columb’s College breaks Guinness World Record

it was now a case of getting everybody involved to put 
the school in the record books.

With much help from so many different people and 
groups, we managed to organise a big screen, a stage, 
a cherry picker, photographers, camera men, volunteers, 
even Drive 105 wanted to broadcast worldwide from the 
attempt. The only element we couldn’t count on was the 
Derry weather.

However, on the day not a drop came down until after 
the event. As a result of this, teachers, pupils, parents 
and even guests in suits were insanely exercising to 
instructor Stephen Webb’s commands to keep going.
The total of 950 smashed the previous record. However, 
just as enjoyable was the atmosphere created by 
everyone and with Mr Lee Haslett filming high up in the 
clouds, there is evidence to prove this, despite some of 
the moves staff were doing! 

Mr James Green

Local primary schools join in Mr Burns having a knees up

Stepping forward Giving out the instructions

Mrs Hannaway stepping out

Drive 105 live from the 3G Pitch

Mr Madden surrenders
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John Mulhearn 
and Damian 
Boast in perfect 
unison Some kind of Art installation

Put your hands in the air
         Get ready to 

jump was the instruction I think Mr James Green

We’re hopping mad Moving statues

Mr FJM Madden and 
Ms Hegarty getting interviewed

  9C doing their thing I got rhythym

Canteen staff in full fl ow Getting warmed up Classroom assistants require assistance
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Official Opening of St Columb’s College 3G 
Synthetic Pitch Tuesday June 25th 2013

Mr Eamon Burns, Head of PE, acted as host as we 
celebrated our new 3G pitch with speeches and song 
in the Assembly Hall. Our guests included Mr Paul 
Loughlin from the Department of Social Development 
and Mr Caoimhin Corrigan from ILEX. The sporting 
achievements of both past and present pupils were also 
highlighted. In attendance were former pupils Cormac 
Burke (Ipswich Town), Aaron McEneff (Tottenham 
Hotspur), Ryan Curran (Derry City), Micky Duffy (Derry 
City), Current sporting pupils Conor Quigley (soon to 
join Liverpool FC Academy) and Jordan McClelland 
(Basketball) were also honoured.

All present praised this new excellent facility or both our 
school and our local community. Ms Fidelma Hegarty, HR 
and Finance Manager of St Columb’s, paid tribute to all 
those who had helped bring about this wonderful facility.

Music was provided by Cahir Harrigan Year 10 on the 
decks and Jude McCandless Year 9 who sang us his 
own composition, ‘Lucky’. Our Parents’ Association 
very kindly donated a defibrillator to the school for use in 
the new facility and this was formally handed over to Mr 
Eamon Burns, Head of PE, by Cormac Burke and Conor 
Quigley. Aaron McEneff drew the winning ticket for a 
signed Spurs shirt, and Benny Harron, a member of the 
Derry Senior Gaelic Football squad, presented medals to 
our winning O’ Doherty Cup squad.

All assembled then were invited out to the 3G facility to 
take part in our world record attempt, which is covered 
in another article in this section of this magazine. All 
in all, then, St Columb’s College is building towards a 
future of top quality sports provision.

Mr Brendan O’Donnell      

Emmet McBride & 
Mr Benny Harron

Mr Malachy McGonagle and 
Mr John Fullerton

Cormac Burke, Aaron McEniff 
and Conor Quigley

Ms Fidelma Hegarty

Mr Paul Loughlin, Department 
of Social Development

Aaron McEniff draws winning 
ticket for signed Spurs shirt

Mr Eamon Burns

Cormac Burke and Conor Quigley 
presenting defibrilator to Mr Eamon Burns

Presentation to Jordan McClelland 
by Mr Ciaran Stevenson

Jude McCandless 
plays his own composition

Mr FJM Madden addresses 
the audience
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This was a crucial game for both teams as a place in 
the Semi-Final of the McLarnon Cup was at stake. The 
importance of this match could be seen through the play 
as both teams appeared to be nervous throughout the 
match as there seemed to be quite a lot of misplaced 
passes and wayward shots, in truth, the match was 
quite a scrappy one from the beginning. However, the 
conditions on the night were not good at all and they 
probably affected the play throughout the game.

Of the two sides, St Columb’s were the better team for 
the majority of the first half and it was reflected on the 
scoreline as St Columb’s led 1:03 - 0:05 at the break. It 
was St Eunan’s who had taken the lead but St Columb’s 
responded fantastically and showed tenacity and pace 
in their play as they took control for the majority of the 
first half. Dean Curran was a nightmare for the opposing 
team throughout the half and it was Curran who was 
able to turn his man and fire the ball into the net past the 
helpless keeper. Paul Ferris then added a point to the 
scoreboard with a free kick. Another player who had an 
impressive  half was Michael McCallion who was spraying 
balls all over the pitch and 9 times out of 10 he found his 
man and he was able to add a point to the score.

There was some heroic defending as St Columb’s 
defender Fionan Smyth  threw his body on the line to 
save his team from conceding a goal as he jumped 
across the path of the opposing player and took a close 
range shot on the body and there’s no doubt that he 

Heartbreak for St Columb's

McLarnon Cup Quarter Final
St Columb’s College 1:06  St Eunan’s Letterkenny 0:11
Friday February 7th 2014 
Venue: Celtic park

felt the full impact of the shot, but it just went to show 
the importance of this game for the teams. Dean Curran 
was then able to go up the other end and get a point for 
his team to establish a seemingly comfortable lead but 
before the half was over St Eunan’s got stronger and 
were able to convert a number of shots in to points to 
bring the deficit back to one point.

Once the game got underway again it was clear that 
St Eunan’s were a different side as they came out and 
played like St Columb’s had in the 1st half, converting 
a  number of points to take the lead in the game. 
St Columb’s were struggling to find their feet in the 
second half but once the had found their feet they had 
a deficit of three points to claw back and they fought 
back admirably to make the end of the match  fiercely 
contested as it went right to the wire.

Chances were few and far between for the 2012 finalists 
and it took a moment of individual brilliance from Paul 
Ferris to get St Columb’s fired up. He picked the ball up 
about thirty metres from the goal and brilliantly turned 
one man before he went on to leave an opposition’s 
defender seeing stars with a delightful dummy and he 
passed the ball on towards Conor Feeney who took a 
shot on the turn towards goal but agonisingly it scraped 
the post and went wide.

Dylan Doherty kept his side in the game with an 
unbelievable save from close range which surely would 

McLarnon Team photo courtesy of Derry Journal
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have signalled the end of the match with fifteen minutes 
remaining. The St Eunan’s team moved the ball up-field 
swiftly and they were able to engineer a clear goal-
scoring chance about 10 metres from the goal but 
Doherty’s acrobatic save got the crowd on their feet 
and it helped the team try to push on to try and win the 
match.

St Columb’s fought back with a few points through 
Michael McCallion who was urging the team onwards 
and with the St Columb’s just one point down at the 
time, McCallion received a pass about 15 metres from 
the goal and he struck a ferocious shot towards the goal 
which was brilliantly saved by the keeper and St Eunan’s 
went up the other end and killed the game off with an 
extra point. 

Even though they have been knocked out of the 
McLarnon cup, they can take a lot of positives from the 
game as they were arguably the better side on the night 
but they didn’t seem to have the luck going their way. It 
is clear that a lot of the players in this squad have a big 
future within the sport.   

St Columb’s College Starting Team:
 1. Dylan Doherty 2.  Fionan Smyth
 3. Cathal McKane 4. Sean Bradley
 5. Michael McCallion 6. Tomas McCrossan
 7. Aaron Donaghy 8. Eoin McElhinney   
 9. Eoin Devine 10. Damien Watson   
 11. Cein McCloskey 12. Mark McAdam
 13. Paul Ferris 14. Dean Curran   
 15. Conor Feeney

Eoghan Smith

On Tuesday 19th November 8K were 
given the opportunity to see Derry from 
a different view point.  Through our link 
with the Loughs Agency and justkayak.
ie the 20 boys set out on an adventure 
that would take them from Prehen to 
Culmore Point passing under the 3 
Bridges. They got to see a vast array 
of wildlife, whilst learning about the 
geographical and historical changes 
that have occurred over hundreds of 
years. A great day’s activity culminated 
in a race to Culmore Point reminiscent 
of Oxford vs Cambridge.

Mr James Green

Canoeing the Foyle
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Through funding from Sport NI St 
Columbs were able to run the Body 
ComFITent Initiative aimed at getting 
more boys active through Judo and 
Boxing. Local clubs Samurai Uladh 
and Ring ABC have led after school 
clubs open to all pupils, encouraging 
and inspiring boys to eventually 
take up physical activity outside of 
school hours. The expertise of Mr 
Paul Green (Samurai Uladh) and Mr 
Charlie Nash (Ring ABC) have proved 
vital in creating and developing what 
we all believe will be strong links 
between these clubs and ourselves. 
The after-schools clubs will continue 
after the funding has ran out, so if you 
would like to get involved with either 
of these clubs come along to the 
Senior PE hall 3:30-4:30pm Mondays 
(boxing) and Wednesdays (judo).

Mr James Green

Awards for Schools - Body ComFITent Initiative
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Through funding from the NGO 
Challenge Fund and an enormous 
amount of support from Creggan 
based Groundwork NI, the St 
Columb’s greenhouse has been 
transformed into a raised bed area. 
With the aim of getting pupils, staff, 
parents and the community more 
active, this project targets alternative 
ways of exercising.  This initiative has 
created the opportunity for participants 
to grow their own produce and 
hopefully with a spell of good weather 
over the coming months we will see a 
crop of produce including blueberries, 
herbs, apples and rhubarb. Over the 
next few years we would like to see 
more parents and local community 
members getting involved with this. 
If you would be interested in growing 
your own produce please contact the 
school and ask for Mr James Green.

Mr James Green

Fresh Air Exercise Initiative
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SSLFS is a free initiative that uses 
sports stars and sports skills to improve 
the lives of thousands of young people 
across the UK and Ireland.  This 
initiative helps to improve students’ 
confidence, life-skills and aspirations. 

St Columb’s were lucky enough to 
have Paralympic superstar Dr Michael 
McKillop as their Athlete mentor. 
McKillop, currently the world record 
holder for the 800m and 1500m, 
spent two days with twenty of our 
Year 13 pupils working on the ‘6 Key 
Steps to Success’. The three-time 
paralympic champion’s drive, ambition 
and humour rubbed off on the boys as 
they prepare to organise and stage a 
sporting event of their own. 

Mr James Green

Sky Sports Living for Sport Project
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Congratulations to the Year 13 Sport 
Leadership Award pupils and PE 
teacher Mr Ciaran Stevenson who 
recently won The Get Set To Make 
A Change top prize at the Olympic 
Legacy Roadshow in Belfast.

A bag of goodies and a £100 sports 
voucher was presented to the pupils 
upon successful completion of their 
Sports Leadership Award course. The 
boys were inspired by the London 
2012 Games and wanted to pass 
on that inspiration to others. They 
pledged to organise and deliver a 
cross-community basketball festival to 
schools that don’t usually participate 
in the sport. It was this idea that the 
Get Set Legacy team chose as the 
best pledge from a large number of 
other schools and colleges across 
Northern Ireland.

Mr James Green

Get Set to Make a Change Roadshow
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As part of our newly formed link with 
City of Derry Tennis Club, Mr Peter Fryer 
supplied the school with Mini-Tennis 
equipment to help promote World Tennis 
Day on March 5th 2014.  One hundred 
Year 8 pupils got a taste of the game 
and hopefully a start on the road to 
becoming the new Andy Murray. The 
school and City of Derry Tennis Club are 
planning a number of events and training 
sessions over the summer term so let’s 
hope we get the right weather!

Mr James Green

World Tennis Day
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Trips and Visits

St Columb’s College Trip to Tanzania 2013

Towards the end of August 2013, Mr Brian 
Trainor and I went to Tanzania in East 
Africa with eleven senior students from 
St Columb’s College. The purpose of 
this trip was to see at first-hand the 
work that Children in Crossfire do 
in the various projects that they 
support in that part of the world. 
Before going we participated in 
a number of training sessions, 
which were designed to prepare 
us at many different levels for 
the trip. We also worked very 
hard to raise £37,000. When we 
arrived in Tanzania’s second city, 
Dar es Salaam, we were taken 
on a bicycle tour around the city 
and then into the adjacent slums. 
Our guide was a young African 
man named January and his use of 
English was perfect. Nothing could have 
prepared any of us, teachers and students 
alike, for what we experienced next. The level of 
poverty was shocking. Families lived in tumbledown 
shacks of four branches driven into the clay and covered 
with scraps of corrugated iron and strips of plastic. 
These families had nothing, apart from three or four 
buckets filled with water. I could not comprehend the 
abject poverty and yet in the midst of so much hardship, 
the children still had the ability to smile. Groups of 
toddlers gathered around in the open streets, huddled 
together in love, building little castles from the red dust. 
The river, which ran through the centre of the slums, 
simply heaved with pollution and the stench was gut-
wrenching. Many people looked at us in amazement, 
not only because we were white, but also because of 
the bikes we were riding. Children in particular probably 
never saw the likes of it before.

The first project that we visited was in Ujisiri House, a 
wing off a hospital in Dar es Salaam. This facility treats 

children who are suffering from various types 
of cancer. Before Children in Crossfire 

became involved with Ujisiri House, 
the survival rate among the children, 

was something in the region of 
12%. There was a great need 
for drugs and medicines and 
other life saving equipment 
and Children in Crossfire have 
helped to make this available. 
As a result the survival rate 
now among children recovering 
from cancer is 90%. I know 
that it is tempting for many of 
us to become sceptical about 
how charities use the money 

that they collect from the public. 
However, I have to say that 

everywhere we went in Tanzania, the 
leaders of the various projects gave 

us a detailed breakdown, explaining 
how the donations would be spent. They 

did this almost to the point of monotony 
and right down to the last Tanzanian shilling. In my 

experience, accountability, transparency and integrity 
are the watchwords of Children in Crossfire. Yet it is 
important to remember that this money translates into 
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saving the lives of children caught in 
the crossfire of poverty, neglect and 
illness. In this respect the work that 
Children in Crossfire do is outstanding. 
Brian and I felt a little uncomfortable 
initially when we arrived in Ujisiri 
House. The children couldn’t speak 
English and I, for one, wondered how 
we would engage with them. Our 
anxieties were short-lived however. 
The students from St Columb’s did 
themselves proud by the manner 
in which they brought happiness 
to these children that day. By very 
simple gestures of love and care, 
they were able, in a mysterious way, 
to communicate with these children. 
I felt proud at that moment to be a 
teacher of St Columb’s and I wished 
that more of my colleagues could have 
experienced what we had the fortune 
of experiencing at that moment.

After two amazing days in Dar es 
Salaam, we then made our way to the 
town of Moshi in the north of Tanzania, 
which is situated in the foothills of the 
spectacular Mount Kilimanjaro. We 
visited two schools here which are 
supported by Children in Crossfire and 
as a result of this investment these 
schools have been able to expand 
and renovate existing buildings. The 
first school we visited was Miwaleni 
Primary School. We were there to 
witness the official handing over of the 
school from Children in Crossfire to 
local government officials. Again we were furnished with 
a detailed breakdown of how the money invested was 
spent. We met the school children and we were struck by 
the extremely primitive conditions of the school, not least 
the Principal’s office, which was spartan in appearance. 
The students from St Columb’s were especially shocked 
at the state of the lavatories and couldn’t believe that 
young children were expected to use these. While in 
Miwaleni, we played a football match against the village 
team. This was an experience that will live long in the 
memory. The whole village was out to offer support and 
the Parish Priest had arranged two Toyota Hiace vans 
equipped with a PA system, to cajole and encourage 

the players. We sang the Irish National 
Anthem ás Gaelige and it was a surreal 
but proud moment. The Miwaleni 
team were far leaner than we were 
and needless to say they beat us 3 
goals to 1. The second school was a 
Post-Primary Catholic school for boys, 
St Amadeus High School, where it was 
forbidden to speak any language other 
than English. We joined these pupils 
in their classes and were amazed at 
their thirst for knowledge and their 
commitment to academic work. 
Again there was a dearth of resources 
and a total absence of IT facilities. 
Nevertheless they were highly intelligent 
young people who were clearly making 
the best of what they had.

In order to allow all of us to process 
the experiences we had up to that 
point, we decided to go on safari 
to Tarangire National Park. The 
excitement in the bus was palpable 
as we observed wildebeest, zebras, 
giraffes, ostriches, elephants and 
vultures. We had a tiny glimpse of 
the ear of a lion, which was snuggled 
in the shade under a large tree. 
However, by far the most memorable 
event on that safari was our encounter 
with a family of baboons. They 
lurched towards us as we nursed our 
lunchboxes. We all abandoned ship 
immediately, throwing our lunches 
from us and the baboons ran off with 
the entire contents.

The following day we visited a clinic some distance 
outside Moshi, which treats children with club foot. 
This condition means that the child’s feet are turned 
towards each other toe to toe and bent slightly upwards. 
Through a process of plaster casting and tension bars, 
the feet are brought back around to normal position and 
the Achilles tendon is nipped, so that the feet sit flat on 
the ground again. The work that the physiotherapists 
were doing in this clinic was truly remarkable. These 
children could go back into society and live a normal life. 
Had they not been able to benefit from this procedure, 
they would have been marginalised in their own 
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community. Again Children in Crossfi re have invested 
generously in such clinics to improve the quality of life of 
the local children.

The last project we visited was a nutrition programme, 
which encourages local people to grow their own 
vegetables. Many families live on a diet of maize-
based meals and are under-nourished as a result. This 
often causes various diseases of the eyes, which, if 
left untreated, can become cancerous. We spent an 
afternoon helping families to plant vegetables and we 
also went to see a very successful vegetable garden, 
which was cultivated by one local farmer. 

Children in Crossfi re are on the ground in Tanzania 
and they work in partnership with local communities 
to maximise the potential of the various projects which 
they are supporting. In short, the money donated by 
local people here in Derry and beyond, translates into 
saving the lives of children and in this context, Children 
in Crossfi re is worth its weight in gold. We were 
accompanied on this trip by three representatives from 
the charity, JR McLaughlin, Donna McFeely and Matt 
Banks. We were very impressed by their work ethic 
and the long hours they spent trying to ensure that the 
projects are viable and that they are value for money.

On the fi nal day of our trip we visited Ndoro waterfall 
near Mount Kilimanjaro. The water is icy because it fl ows 
down from the snow-capped mountains. As it was very 
warm in Moshi, we could not resist the urge to dive into 
the very alluring pool at the base of the waterfall and it 
brought our trip to Tanzania to a fantastic, refreshing end.

The whole experience in Tanzania is lodged deeply in 
the minds and hearts of all of us who travelled there. It 
was a life-changing event for us, but particularly for the 
eleven pupils of St Columb’s. I have no doubt that they 

will remember this trip with great fondness for many 
years to come. In fact, as we visited the various projects 
in Tanzania, they often returned from them to say that it 
was the best experience in their lives so far. That I think is 
testimony to the openness and sincerity by which these 
St Columb’s men approached every aspect of the trip.

On the way home we had a stop at Schipol Airport in 
Amsterdam. While there we heard of the sad news of 
the death of one of our Alumni Illustrissimi, Professor 
Seamus Heaney. When I got back to my own home in 
Derry, I lifted down a few volumes of his poetry: District 
and Circle and Human Chain and read again some of 
my favourite Heaney poems. As a result I was inspired 
to pen a few verses myself, about that fi rst day in Dar 
es Salaam when we went on the bicycle tour around 
the slums. I gave the poem a Latin title, ‘Humus and 
Hubris’ as a kind of nod to Heaney who loved the Latin 
language. In fact the last words that he texted to his 
beloved wife Marie, were ‘Noli timere’ - ‘Don’t be afraid’. 
I used ‘Humus’ to indicate the down-to-earthness of 
the people in the slums of Dar es Salaam, but also to 
refer to that red dust which we encountered everywhere 
we went. I used Hubris to express a tendency in my 
own mind, to want to put to rights the injustices that 
I saw all around me. These fl ights of fancy were soon 
dashed the further we travelled through the slums, to be 
met with evermore abject poverty. There are allusions 
to the classics throughout the poem as well, again 
to pay tribute to a man who truly loved the classical 
world. I dedicate this poem to the eleven St Columb’s 
men who were an inspiration on this trip. They are a 
credit to themselves, their families and to St Columb’s 
College. They are: Bobby Crumley; Patrick Mulholland; 
Niall McGroarty; Gareth McLain; Jake Anderson; 
Conor Devine; Barry Doherty; Adam Lawrance; Conrad 
McCloskey; Barry Mortimer and James Touhy.

Mr Mark McConnellogue
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Humus and Hubris

The tumbledown shacks with the gaping corrugated iron 
brought to mind a shed my father built in Shantallow long ago.

Wives and daughters gawked at us in sheer disbelief, 
harbouring a secret desire to be off with anyone of us at any minute.

January, our Virgilian guide, was of able body and mind
and our whistle-stop tour of the slums of Dar es Salaam was softened, sanitised slightly because of him.

‘This is life behind the tower’ he announced,
head held aloft and hand in the air like some noble Athenian orator.

The children in particular had nothing,
They passed the time building little dust castles in the street, huddled together in love and happiness.

They marvelled at our bicycles and white legs.
We marvelled at their joy in the midst of so much hardship.

The stench of the river caused my guts to gurgle and gulp.
It could have been the River Styx itself on the threshold of some great Inferno.

These children, caught in the crossfi re of poverty, survive on a daily diet of foulness and forgiveness.
We are the recipients of their magnanimity; they the givers, we the takers.

The jumpity humpity bump bump on my rump as I struggled to avoid the potholes.
What was unavoidable was the dust, the ubiquitous red dust.

I set my back square and fi xed a determined foothold on my pedals,
soon to be reminded again, this is not about me!

What shocked me more, the poverty or the dust?
‘There will be no more Greek or Jew, slave or free, rich or poor’ the biblical injunction promises!

My aspirational self crashed! I lost my footing.
This down-to-earthness left me dizzy.

Mr Mark McConnellogue

125
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On Sunday 9th June 2013, fortyfour Year 9 pupils 
headed to France for a week of cultural experiences, 
accompanied by five leaders: Mr K Kearney (Teacher of 
French), Mr X Prigent (Teacher of French), Mr O’Mianain 
(Irish Language Assistant), Mrs Y Gallagher (Classroom 
Assistant) and Mrs P Kelly (parent-nurse). They departed 
Derry around 6 am and travelled by coach to Rosslare 
via Dublin to board an Irish Ferry to Cherbourg. After a 
calm crossing and a good night’s sleep in comfortable 
berths, all pupils were in good form to experience “la vie 
à la française”.

The first two days of their trip were spent in Normandy. 
They stayed in a comfortable hotel in Bayeux and 
visited historic sites such as the Mont St Michel, 
Arromanche and the D-Day landing beaches. Paris was 
the final destination, where the group stayed in another 
hotel close to Disneyland and visited many famous 
landmarks. The highlights of the trip were the visit to the 
Eiffel Tower, the Parc des Princes (Paris-St-Germain 
football stadium), Notre Dame Cathedral among several 
sites and monuments as well as a day in Disneyland.
Pupils also enjoyed speaking French, dining at Flunch, 
shopping in Decathlon and swimming in a Parisian water 
park. The week flew in and when Saturday came, it was 
already time to go back home by coach and Ferry via 
Belgium, England and Scotland. Once again, it was a 
successful school trip to France for those pupils, who 
will undoubtedly keep a great memory of it! 

Mr Xavier Prigent

French Trip 2013

Nine well bread young men

At Flunch

At Mont Saint Michel Tanks for the memories
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Year 10 History trip to Dublin

On Monday 11th and Tuesday 12th 
June 2013, pupils from Year 10 visited 
a number of historical and cultural 
sites in Dublin including Glasnevin 
Cemetery, Croke Park, and the 
national museum at Collins Barracks.  
Students thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves and left a great impression 
of the school and its pupils on the 
people they met.

Mr James McQuillan
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Trip to IT Sligo Thursday October 24th 2013

A part of St Columb’s commitment to 
meaningful CEIAG (Careers Education 
Information & Guidance) experiences, a group 
of our pupils visited IT Sligo on their Open Day 
in October 2013.

There, they experienced the breadth of options 
in subjects like Engineering and Construction, 
all with meaningful industry links.

We believe that it is important to give pupils 
career pathway options and this day certainly 
impressed our pupils.

They enjoyed the atmosphere, the fact that 
Sligo is close Geographically to Derry, and, 
of course, the difference in tution fees.

Mr Brendan O’Donnell
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Youth in Action - 5 Nations Project 2013 
Bad Schandau
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Koblenz 2013
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UK-German Connection World of Work 
St Columb’s College and IGS Langenhagen
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During Halloween 2013, students from St Columb’s 
College, including myself, travelled to Germany for an 
exchange with IGS Langenhagen, a high school in the 
city of Langenhagen, just outside Hannover in Northern 
Germany. Though we missed the Halloween celebrations 
here in Derry to take part in this exchange, the 
experiences we had with our partners in Germany more 
than made up for it. Each of us were placed in German 
families for the duration of the ten days and they could not 
have been more welcoming. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves and got on well with their partners, who 
returned to visit us in Derry in February 2014.

Our overall project theme was ‘Going Global - What it 
Takes to Live and Work Abroad’ and was part-funded 
by the UK-German Connection Challenge Fund. As part 
of this we all (both Irish and German students) had to 
participate in various tasks from making presentations 
and posters to acting out role-plays, through both 
English and German. These activities were much loved 
and enjoyed by Germans and Irish alike and helped us 
develop our language skills.

What set this exchange apart from any other was the 
fact that it also included three days of work experience 
in a German workplace, all organised by our partners 
and Frau Wagemann-Steidel, an English teacher in 
IGS. The companies in and around Hannover were 
very accommodating and placements were found for a 
wide range of Careers, from Pharmacy to Aeronautical 
Engineering. 

This for me was one of the highlights of the 
exchange as it gave me a feel of what it would be 
like to work as well as live in a foreign country.

On behalf of all of the Irish students I would like to that our 
German partners and their families for making our stay so 
enjoyable and comfortable as well as Frau Wagemann-
Steidel who worked tirelessly to ensure our exchange 
went as smoothly as possible. We would also like to 
thank Frau Lübbeke, our German teacher at St Columb’s, 
for organising this exchange and for the months of work 
she has put in in order to make it a success.

Ryan Kelly.

Six o’clock on a Sunday morning saw the sad departure 
of the fourteen young German exchange students from 
IGS Langenhagen who had spent the previous ten days 
experiencing the eclectic sights, sounds and weather 
Derry, and Northern Ireland, has to offer. This visit saw 
the conclusion to a successful three month project in 
which students from St Columb’s College and their 
exchange partners from IGS Langenhagen engaged in 
three days of work experience in their visiting countries. 
From environments such as a photographer’s studio 
and a newspaper office, to a nursery school and a 
local engineering company, each of the students were 
provided with a valuable and rewarding experience that 
shall definitely stand them in good stead for their future. 
Owen Crozier from ‘School Employer Connections’ 
kindly assisted with finding the placements and also 
provided an introductory session preparing the pupils for 
their work before going to their placements.

However, it wasn’t all work. The project title was ‘Going 
Global:  What it takes to live and work in a foreign 
country’ and this was fully exploited with the students 
receiving a wide range of experiences such as a visit 
to the Lough’s Agency as an example of a local work 
place and the opportunity to interview a local tour guide. 
Moreover, the project took them to the caves and 
historical souterrains of Donegal, on an interesting tour 
of Belfast and most importantly on the legenderry tour of 
the city walls. 

Being from a landlocked part of the country, the 
Germans loved the extraordinary coastal scenery of the 
Giant’s Causeway, the glimpses into the simple life of 
medieval Ireland and they embraced the temperamental 
rain, hail, wind and occasional shine that we Northerners 
have become (relatively) accustomed to with more gusto 
than we ever would. I heard the affectionate “City of four 
seasons” nickname being thrown about. 

None of this would have been possible without the 
funding from the UK-German Connection Challenge 
Fund which was much appreciated and work is now 
already underway for next year’s batch of exchanges 
with the added benefit of a work experience placement 
as an integral part of the exchange.

There is no doubt that these programmes are becoming 
more and more important in today’s society with the 
way the world of work is going. 

Stepping out into a workplace in a foreign country, 
practising a foreign language, understanding the 
culture of another country and making new friends 
are skills that young people need today.  

We need these skills to face the challenge of “Going 
Global”.

Tiarnan McCartney

Sharing Languages, Cultures and Employability 
Skills.  Hanover/Derry Exchange 2013
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We left Derry, bound for Germany, early on a cold 
Sunday morning; our weary eyes just about managed to 
remain open as we waved goodbye to our parents. Little 
did we know that we would be embarking upon a trip 
which would have such a profound impact on our lives. 
Previous months of after school meetings and much 
work, was now culminating in our taking part in the 
Youth in Action project. 

Youth in Action is a project that aims to have young 
people consider our relationships in Europe, be they 
between countries or individuals, and in these uncertain 
times, these connections and relationships are more 
important than ever before. 

Our project involved five nations; Spain, Poland, 
Germany, Turkey and the UK, and it was held in the 
small town of Bad Schandau, in south-east Germany.

Our project was to specifically look at the World of 
Work and the Natural World, as well as studying how 
we interact with one another as individuals from such 
varied and diverse backgrounds. Bad Schandau was to 
become a central theme for the project as we examined 
the River Elbe. The Elbe flows alongside the town, and 
we would discuss not only the impact it had on the 
town,  but how it influenced the local economy and the 
daily life of the population. 

On this trip, we were accompanied by our German 
teacher, Ms Lübbeke and our German language 
assistant, Mr Rudi Schwittay. Ms Lübbeke, with her 
much admired eye for spotting opportunities and 
inspirational love of languages, opened up this project to 
us and there was certainly much interest. Mr Schwittay  
then helped us to prepare for the project, taking much of 
his time to discuss with us what we would be doing and 
without his sterling work and guidance, we would surely 
have never had such a successful trip. 

Our first day of travelling had taken us to Prague, where 
we were sadly too tired to appreciate the ancient and 
beautiful city, and from there, we took a train to Bad 
Schandau, which lies not far from the border between 
Germany and the Czech Republic. We arrived just as it 
was getting dark, but much to our dismay, the journey 
was not yet over; the hostel we were staying in, would 
require a half an hour mountaineering to reach it! When 
we finally arrived, there was no time to relax, but instead 
the introductions and ice-breakers began. Immediately 
we learned that the other groups, the Spaniards 
especially, were not shy and bounced with life, while we 
initially tried our best to hide away and keep quiet. 

However that first night would perhaps become 
one of the most memorable of the trip as it was an 
opportunity to possibly, for the first time, meet

My German Odyssey

someone who was Turkish, Polish or German, 
and we quickly started the art of “cultural sharing”. 
That is, as soon as the other groups had adjusted 
to our accents! 

The first few days involved looking at the Natural World 
that surrounded us, and this involved much walking, 
to say the least. From walking through leaf adorned 
forestry, to hiking up steep and slippery mountains, 
our days were packed. One of the main themes of the 
project was to capture what we witnessed, and so 
photography was essential. Linked with this, was the 
nightly “Photo des Tages”, or photo of the day, which 
would soon become a hard fought competition among 
groups. To really ensure that we made relationships 
with our new friends, we were all separated and put 
into groups with one of each nationality. Languages 
were also key to the project, with the official languages 
being German and English. The Polish were sorely 
disappointed they didn’t have an opportunity to teach us 
their language! In the evenings we returned to the hostel 
and discussed what we’d seen, touched and heard, 
which was followed by the nightly disco!

Perhaps one of the most-feared activities of our project 
was “Morning Exercise”.  Every morning we would be 
straight out of bed, and outside into the biting cold to 
try our very best to exercise. Maybe our best wasn’t 
great, but we certainly believed it was admirable, and 
we managed to change the activity into more bonding 
experiences with our new friends. The next theme of the 
project, was to look at the River Elbe and its influence 
upon the surrounding areas. When you walk through 
most towns and villages in this area, what you witness  
are empty shops, boarded-up houses and construction 
laden streets. The Elbe is infamous for flooding, with the 
most recent being only earlier that summer. We were 
amazed as we looked at buildings that had markings to 
show that the water had reached the height of the roof. 
During these days we were to interview a range of locals, 
from business people to the resident priest, and this 
allowed us to gain first-hand accounts of the damage 
that this oft tranquil and beautiful river inflicted on the 
local towns. However, this also allowed us to learn about 
how the local businesses and services functioned and so 
we gained a better understanding of their way of life.

Evenings were probably the most looked forward 
to aspect of the day. 

When all the work had been done, the blood and 
sweat washed away, and our stomachs filled with 
local delicacies, we had time to better understand 
one another. Every night, the meeting room would be 
transformed into a dance floor, where we would be in 
awe of the Spaniard’s dance skills, and where we would 
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be laughed at for our feeble attempts to copy them. Our 
one successful venture was when we demonstrated the 
“Cha Cha Slide”, which nearly all of us had done time 
and time before in the Bowling Alley! As bedtime loomed, 
teachers chased students to their rooms, demanding 
they get enough sleep for the next day; I think I may be 
right in saying that we liked to ignore these demands. 

Our day trip to Dresden, I may be right in saying, 
is the most fondly remembered day of our project. 

Dresden, the capital of the Upper Saxony region, 
heralded post-unification achievements in Germany, 
and it was certainly a city of contrasts; when we 
disembarked from the train, we were met with a 
modern and vibrant city, with top of the range shops 
and restaurants, but as we walked on, this dissolved 
into the beautiful Rococo style city, that has led to it 
being named “Florence on the Elbe”. This was the one 
true tourist activity that we conducted, and allowed us 
to briefly reconnect with the modern world before we 
disappeared back into the forests and mountains again. 

Sunday marked the day we had dreaded. Not only 
did we have to leave this beautiful and picturesque 
part of the world, but we would have to say 
goodbye to our much loved friends.

If you are part of an exchange trip it can be a bittersweet 
moment  as you realise that you will indeed see them 
again. However, this was a moment of uncertainty, as 
we considered would we ever meet these people again. 
As we walked down the mountain toward the train 
station for the very last time, these thoughts echoed as 
we took one last fond look at Bad Schandau.

I believe that this trip certainly did fulfil its aims, and 
we most definitely made European connections; these 
connections, we learned, would be vital for our personal 
futures and would open up unbelievable opportunities 
if we utilised them. We were able to connect with the 
natural environment of Europe, the day-to-day life of 
Europe, and most importantly, the people of Europe. 

Peter Madden
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2014 Ski Trip to Serre Chevalier in the French Alps

The annual Ski Trip took place from February 1st 
to February 8th 2014 at Serre Chevalier. For those 
unfamiliar with ski trips, it involves skiing and falling whilst 
descending a mountain covered in snow. Our party 
was led by Mrs Margaret Burns, assisted by Ms Denise 
Hillick, a novice but enthusiastic skier. A third teacher, 
whose name currently escapes me, was also there.

Thirty-one pupils from Years 9 and 10 enjoyed a superb 
week of skiing. Conditions were as good as they could 
have been and our instructors were excellent. Credit 
must go to all who took part on their skiing prowess.

Compliments to Mrs Margaret Burns on a very well 
organised and rewarding trip.

Mr Mark Tracey

Top of the Mountain

Year 10
Caolan Spence, Paul Sweeney, Ciaran Feeney, Odhran Hamilton, Nathan Spence, Eli Matta, Conor Ashford

Year 9
Caoimhin Soal, Aaron Flanagan, Christopher Doherty, Gary McClay, Tiernan O’Donoghue, Jack Coyle, Jake Deeney, 

Mark Bell, Neil McAdams, Declan Fagan, Christopher McCay, Oran Kelly, Dara Haughey, Callum Hutcheon, 
Ronan Dobbins, Jack McClean, Matthew Watkins, Caoimhin O’Connor, Oisin McKeever, Cahan O’Connor, 

Jack Twells, Dylan McMonagle, Conor McMonagle, Caolan Orr



Who are we?
A group of parents - just like you - trying 
to help St Columb’s do the best for our 
sons.

What do we do?
We are primarily a means of 
communication and a forum for parental 
representation.  In other words, we provide 
a link between you, the parents, and St 
Columb’s College.

We also try to support both the school 
its staff and the pupils with a variety of 
activities through sponsoring different 
events and through a range of fundraising 
activities.

We also arrange a range of information 
sessions throughout the course of the year 
so that we can better inform ourselves and 
other parents of the key issues that are of 
concern to parents and pupils.

When do we meet?
�e Committee meets once each month 
during term time.  �e meetings usually 
take place at 7.30 p.m. on the first Monday 
of the month.

Recent and Planned Activities
Christmas Fayre. (close to £10,000 raised)
Halloween Bun Sale.
Public Speaking Competition.
Information Evenings.
Quiz Night.

The Friends of St Columb’s
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