
The Columban 2015

1



The Columban 2015 The Columban 2015

2 3

Welcome

It gives me great pleasure to pen this 
Foreword to the fourth edition of The 
Columban, the official record of the 
people, events and achievements 
that collectively made up the past 
year in St Columb’s College. 

First of all, I would like to record my 
thanks to all those individuals - staff 
and students - whose hard work, 
passion and perseverance have made 
the production of this edition of The 
Columban possible. Above all, I would 
like to acknowledge the outstanding work 
of Mr Brendan O’Donnell and his student 
editorial team. Their efforts have resulted in the
production of a publication which is a worthy chronicle 
of yet another achievement-filled year for our school.  
I would also like to say a sincere ‘thank you’ to our 
sponsors. Without their generosity and loyalty to St 
Columb’s College, The Columban would simply cease 
to exist.

The work of this ‘Band of (editorial) Brothers’ is but 
a reflection of the immense efforts put in by so many 
people, efforts that combine seamlessly to make St 
Columb’s College the school that it is.  The entire staff 
continues to give so much to ensure that our pupils 
are provided with every opportunity to shine.  The 
Management Team continues to set out and drive 
forward a vision for improvement that is having a 
real impact on our pupils’ outcomes.  The Board of 
Governors continues to provide the school with the 
‘critical friendship’ that is essential for meaningful and 
lasting change to occur. 

Whilst 2014-2015 was a year of 
sustained academic improvement, 

we do not judge the progress of 
our pupils solely by the number of 
examinations that they take or how 
well they do in them.  The greatest 
prize of all for any one of us - staff 
or student - is knowing that we 
have given of our best.  As staff, our 
greatest boast must be that we have 

enabled this ‘best’ to be achieved.  
We are working at all times to prepare 

our pupils for the roles that they will 
soon play in our ever-changing world.  

That is why we rightly celebrate the plethora 
of students who exemplify the unquenchable 

spirit of St Columb’s College; young men who are 
strong in faith, firm in hope and active in charity; pupils 
who are responsible, caring and capable individuals, 
intent on living out our motto of ‘Seeking First the 
Kingdom of God’.

Above all, it is the holistic educational opportunities 
that we offer our students - many of which are vividly 
outlined in the pages that follow - that leave them best 
placed to become the future of this city, region, island 
and beyond. When I see the excellent work many of our 
pupils do as peer mentors, subject mentors, participants 
in the Pope John Paul II or Duke of Edinburgh Awards, 
or indeed representing their peers as members of our 
Student Council, I am reminded that our job is to mould 
our students to become the future of our city, our 
country and beyond. 
 
As educators, there can be no higher vocation, nor 
prouder boast!

Mr FJM Madden
PRINCIPAL
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It is with great pleasure that I welcome you 
to the fourth edition of ‘The Columban’. 
Within these pages exists the opportunity 
to recognize the fantastic achievements 
and work that has been carried out by our 
pupils over the past year.  It also enables 
us to remind ourselves of the wide variety 
of excellence within our school, whether 
it is academic, sporting, debating or 
excellence in the pastoral care of others 
in our community. 

Although this publication is a demonstration 
of the huge number of talented individuals 
within our school it is a testament to the hard working 
editorial team and Mr O’Donnell who have worked 
tirelessly over the past year to make this edition of 
‘The Columban’ a reality. 

Last year I was honoured to be appointed Head Boy of 
our school. It is a role in which I have enjoyed thoroughly 
and I take great satisfaction from having being able to 
represent my year group and the school over the past 
twelve months. Being Head Boy has given me many 
responsibilities along with the opportunity to work 
alongside some of the most gifted and well-rounded 
human beings you could ever hope to meet. I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank publicly my fantastic 
team of Deputies - Thomas Chambers, Garry Mallett, 
Kane McLaughlin and Matthew Peoples - for their hard 
work and tireless efforts in assisting me in my role in the 
past year. On top of this I would like to thank all of the 
eighty-two prefects for the support and service that they 
have provided for our school in the past year.

In this past year I have enjoyed numerous invaluable 
experiences and events. Last July I travelled along with a 
group of twenty-four St Columb’s pupils to Lourdes for 
the annual youth pilgrimage. I can honestly say that this 
was one of the most fulfilling experiences in my lifetime.  
Above all, this trip emphasises the work of our pupils 
in the care of others - of which there are many other 
examples. Aside from this I was lucky enough to attend 
numerous formals and the annual College Union dinner 
at which Mr Colm Long was deservedly recognised as 
the Alumnus Illustrissimus for 2015. 

On the sporting field I watched our Year 12 pupils yet 
again win the Northern Ireland Cup in the Ballymena 
Showgrounds with many of the members having 
achieved a clean sweep of five winners’ medals in 
five school years. I was a part of the MacLarnon team 
which narrowly lost out for the second year in a row at 
the quarter final stage by a point. After months of hard 
training and commitment I’ve never been as proud to 
be a part of a team who had played their heart out for 
the school crest. As well as sporting achievements, in 
the past year, I have witnessed fantastic triumphs in 
music, debating and the arts - all of which have led to it 
being an incredible year for me, making me proud to call 
myself a ‘College boy’.

As you can imagine this past year has been special for 
me, but it has been only one of my wonderful seven 

years in St Columb’s. The memories 
and friendships I have made here go far 
beyond the classroom.  They are ones 
which I will cherish when my time comes 
to move on into the wider world! 

However, as wonderful as all of these 
experiences have been, I can say one 
experience remains in my mind and the 
minds of many other Year 14s to this day.  
In Year 11, I and many St Columb’s 
students lost a classmate and a friend 
with the untimely death of Patrick Toland. 

This was a tough time for everyone, but 
looking back on it today I can honestly say that it was 
the time during which I felt most proud to attend this 
school because of the way in which we, as a school 
community, came together to support each other.  

In more recent months we have had the untimely death 
of Caolan McCrossan and also Mr John McMenamin - 
more commonly known as ‘wee John the cleaner’ who 
passed away after more than seven years of dedicated 
service to St Columb’s. All of these events made me 
realise that St Columb’s is not just a school - it is 
more of a supporting body, offering overwhelming and 
uplifting support at very tough times. The teachers and 
all staff associated with St Columb’s are nothing short 
of inspirational and work tirelessly to ensure that not 
only do we work to our fullest academic potential but 
that as young men and human beings we are able to 
deal with ups and downs that occur in everyday life. This 
caring and genuine approach from all of our teachers 
makes a huge difference in ensuring the wider personal 
development of each individual and as a senior pupil 
looking back now, it does not go unappreciated.

On behalf of our year group, I would like to say an 
enormous thank you to all of the teachers who have 
helped us and guided us in the past year, to all of our 
subject teachers, our form teachers, our fantastic Year 
Head Mr Peoples, our wonderful Head of Sixth Form 
Mr Johnston, our Vice Principals, Mr Keys and Mr Bradley 
and last - but not least - our principal Mr FJM Madden.  
Thank you all for the kindness and gratitude in carrying 
out your vocation on a daily basis.

In conclusion, now that my time at St Columb’s College 
is at an end, I would like to state that this school has 
forged me into the person I am and has given me many 
invaluable opportunities and life experiences. However, 
I know that when it is time for me to take my place in 
the wider world of work this school has prepared me 
for every challenge that I have to face and any hurdle 
that may come in my way of success.  As I reflect in my 
time here I have had seven years of fantastic memories 
and experiences which will stay with me for the rest of 
my days. Looking back on seven years of laughter, hard 
work, life-long memories and life-long friendships, I can 
honestly say I wouldn’t have changed a thing. Lastly, as 
I part ways with many of the class of 2015, I would like 
to wish each and every one of them the best in whatever 
their future careers entail.

Paul Ferris

Welcome from the Head Boy ‘The quality of mercy is not strain’d…’

Pope Francis has recently announced an extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy. ‘The time has come for the Church to take 
up the joyful call to mercy once more,’ he said. The Holy Year will begin this coming Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception on December 8th 2015 and end on November 20th 2016. 

The Oxford English Dictionary defines Mercy as, ‘compassion or forgiveness shown towards someone whom it is within 
one’s power to punish or harm.’

One of my favourite scenes from the film Schindler’s List is where Oscar Schindler sits with the heinous German prison 
camp leader Amon Goeth. They have a conversation about power. Amon conveys his respect for Schindler because 
Oscar doesn’t get drunk. Amon thinks that getting drunk limits a person’s control and control is power. Schindler 
however contends that real power and control is to pardon or forgive. Amon argues that the Jews fear him because he 
has the power to kill arbitrarily, ‘A man commits a crime, he should know better. We have him killed and we feel pretty 
good about it. Or we kill him ourselves and we feel even better.’ But Oscar Schindler replies, ‘That’s not power, though, 
that’s justice. That’s different from power. Power is when we have every justification to kill - and we don’t.’

There are many instances in the life of Jesus where he shows us the importance of being merciful to others, especially 
those who have sinned. These can be summed up in the seventh Beatitude, ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will be 
shown mercy.’

One of the most beautiful portrayals of mercy, is to be 
found in William Shakespeare’s Merchant  of Venice, Act 
IV,  Scene 1, set in a Venetian Court of Justice. It is the 
speech in which Portia begs Shylock for mercy:

‘The quality of mercy is not strain’d;

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven

Upon the place beneath. It is twice blest;

It blesseth him that gives and him that takes...’

Pope Francis has inaugurated this Jubilee Year of Mercy 
and he is convinced that, ‘…the whole Church will find 
in this Jubilee the joy needed to rediscover and make 
fruitful the mercy of God, with which all of us are called 
to give consolation to every man and woman of our 
time.’

If we answer Pope Francis’ invitation, I believe that 
mercy will fall gently upon the whole face of the earth like 
Homer’s snow:

‘As the flakes that fall thick upon a winter’s day, he lulls 
the wind to rest, and snows hour after hour till he has 
buried the tops of the high mountains, the headlands 
that jut into the sea, the grassy plains, and the tilled 
fields of men; the snow lies deep upon the forelands, 
and havens of the grey sea…’ Iliad, Book XII.

Mr Mark McConellogue
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On Tuesday 10th February 2015, twenty-six Year 14 
pupils received their Pope John Paul II Awards in the 
Millennium Forum. In what proved to be a very enjoying 
and uplifting occasion, all twenty-six St Columb’s 
College pupils received their ‘Gold Award’ from Cardinal 
Edwin O’Brien, Grand Master of the Equestrian Order 
of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, Cardinal-Deacon 
of San Sebastiano al Palatino. A former pupil, Padraig 
Delargy, also received the Papal Cross Award for his 
outstanding contribution to charity and local community 
initiatives.

In total, awards were distributed to 522 pupils from 
across the Derry Diocese. The award enables pupils 
to be actively engaged in their parish, school and local 
community and in his ceremonial address, Cardinal 
O’Brien stressed the vital role young people can play 
in revitalising their parish and remaining ‘active in faith.’ 
Bishop of Derry, Most Rev Bishop Donal McKeown, was 
also present just to congratulate the awardees.

One recipient of the Award was Year 14 pupil, Paul Ferris, 
who commented: 

John Paul II Awards 2015 STAFFING 2014 - 2015

BOARD OF GOVERNORS

 LIST OF MEMBERS SOURCE OF NOMINATION
 
 Mr Patrick Kelly (Chairman) 
 Rev Aidan Mullan Trustees
 Sr Perpetua McNulty
 Mr Shaun McElhinney

 Ms Sandra Duffy 
 Ms Padraigin Ní Mhaonaigh Department of Education
 Vacant 

 Dr Rory McLaughlin Parent Governor

 Mrs Margaret Hannaway Teacher Governor

 Dr Judith O’Hare Co-opted Governor

 Mr FJM Madden (Correspondent) Principal

*****

SCHOOL MANAGEMENT TEAM

 Principal Mr FJM Madden

 Vice-Principal Mr T Bradley

 Vice-Principal Mr B Keys

 Senior Teacher (Post 16) Mr J Johnston

 Senior Teacher (Key Stage 4) Mr M McIlveen

 Senior Teacher (Key Stage 3) Miss P Hughes   

 HR & Finance Manager Ms F Hegarty

*****

YEAR HEADS

Year 8 Mrs U Grimley Year 11 Miss D Hillick Year 13 Mr D Chambers
Year 9 Mr J McQuillan Year 12 Mrs M Hannaway Year 14 Mr J Peoples
Year 10 Mr K Kearney
 

*****

 Chaplain Rev M McGavigan

 Chaplaincy Assistant Ms R Byrne

‘In achieving this award I carried out a total of 
40 activity hours both in my parish and local 
community. Each week I helped with mass 
preparations and weekly collections. For my social 
awareness I was involved in charity programs and 
sponsorship activities for the Lourdes Pilgrimage 
in July. I thoroughly enjoyed participating in this 
award as it allowed me to develop communication 
and inter personal skills that I feel will benefit me in 
my future career. I also found the whole experience 
very fulfilling as it allowed me the opportunity to give 
something back to my community.’

Pictured below are the twenty-six recipients  of the 
award alongside their award leader, Mr Paul McGarry, 
Cardinal O’Brien and Bishop of Derry, Most Rev Bishop 
Donal McKeown.  I would like to thank the St Columb’s 
College school Chaplain Rev Micheál McGavigan, Mrs 
Anna-Maria Valadez Peña and the RE department for 
their assistance throughout the year.

Mr Paul McGarry
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SUBJECT LEADERS

Ancient History Vacant

Art and Design (including History of Art) Mr K O’Donnell

Biology Mr A Lagan

Business Studies Mr S McAteer

Careers Mrs S Beatty

Chemistry Mr N Finn

Engineering  Mr J Ward

English (Acting) Mr TPA McGonigle

French Dr S Funnell

Geography Mrs N McGonagle

German Ms M Lübbeke

History Mrs C McLaughlin

ICT Mrs L Hegarty

Irish Mrs P McConnell

Mathematics Mrs M McMullan

Moving Image Arts Mr M Meenan

Music Mr B McGinn

PE Mr E Burns

Physics Mr V Doherty

Politics Mr L Boyle

RE Mr M McConnellogue

Spanish Mrs S Caughey

Technology and Design Mr R Hyndman

Co-ordinator of Modern Languages Mrs P McConnell

Head of Science Mr A Lagan
 (Co-ordinates Science subjects)

TEACHING  STAFF  2014 - 2015

Mr D Barr Mr R Horner Mr M McLaughlin

Mrs N Barr Miss P Hughes Ms O McLaughlin

Mrs S Beatty Mr R Hyndman Mrs M McMullan

Miss F Blee Mr J Johnston Mr J McQuillan

Mr L Boyle Mr K Kearney Ms B McTaggart

Mrs J Bradley Miss E Kerr Mr M Meenan

Mr T Bradley Mr B Keys Mr G Millar

Mr E Burns Mrs A Kirby Mr L Mosby

Mr L Burns Mr A Lagan Mrs L Murray

Mrs M Burns Mr B Logue Ms M J O’Carolan

Ms R Byrne Ms M Lübbeke Mr B O’Donnell

Mrs S Caughey Mr FJM Madden Mr K O’Donnell

Mr D Chambers Mr D Marlow Mr N O’Donnell

Miss P Connolly Mrs K McAlister Mrs C O’Hagan

Mr G Doherty Mr E McAteer Mrs A O’Kane

Miss L Doherty Mr S McAteer Mrs M L O’Kane

Mrs M Doherty Mr G McCay Mr M Ó Murchú

Mr V Doherty Mrs G McCay Mrs M O’Riordan

Miss B Duddy Mrs P McConnell Mr J Peoples

Miss C Ferguson Mr M McConnellogue Mr X Prigent

Mr N Finn Mr P McGarry Miss H Sisk

Mrs H Foster Mr B McGilloway Mr D Smyth

Dr S Funnell Mr B McGinn Mrs J Smyth

Mr B Glass Mrs N McGonagle Mr C Stevenson

Mrs U Grimley Mrs S McGonigle Mrs S Tohill

Mr W Guthrie Mr T McGonigle Mr M Tracey

Mrs M Hannaway Mr M McIlveen Mrs A M Valadez Peña

Mrs L Hegarty Mrs C McLaughlin Mr J Ward

Miss D Hillick Miss E McLaughlin
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Administrative Staff Caretakers and Grounds Technicians 
Mr J Broderick Mr J Burns Miss J Cairns
Mr D Carlin Mr K Gallagher Miss N Doherty
Mrs T Doherty Mr M McEleney Mr J Gill
Mrs A Gallagher Mr M McKinney Mr G Gillen
Mrs M McCallion Mr D McLaughlin Mr R McGilligan
Mrs M McLaughlin  Mr J Mulhern
Mr J Quigley Classroom Assistants Mr F Wilson
 Miss P Boyle 
 Mrs M Brown 
 Miss G Cairns 
 Ms R Campbell  
 Mrs I Daly 
 Mr P Davidson
 Mrs C Devine
 Ms A Doherty
 Dr L Feeney
 Ms Y Gallagher
 Mrs R Harvey
 Mrs R Hutchman
 Mrs D Kelly
 Mrs C Keogh
 Mrs T McCauley
 Mrs G McGill
 Mrs B McLaughlin
 Mrs K McLaughlin

Canteen Network Management Cleaning
Mrs J Barlow and ICT Support Mrs J Barlow
Mrs J Boyle - Catering Supervisor Mr D Boast Mrs C Brown
Mrs T Doyle Mrs U McCaul Mr J Burns
Mr M Harrigan Mr J Stewart Ms J Cowan
Mrs M Healy  Ms A Curran
Mrs H Kelly Library Ms A Donnelly
Mrs P Kelly - Head Cook Dr A Carlin Mrs T Doyle
Mrs D McDermott Mr S Crumley Ms U Doyle
Mrs C Pennock  Mrs M Dunne
Mrs M Quigley - Cook Study Supervisor Ms C Gillespie
Mrs M Quigley - Cook Mrs P MacDermott Mr M Harrigan
Mrs A Whoriskey Mrs M Madden Ms M Kelly
Mrs L Wylie  Ms L Masterton
 Domestic Assistant Mr P McCourt
 Mrs P Saunders  Ms D Montgomery
  Miss D Robinson
 Domestic Attendant Miss L Robinson
 Mrs L Masterton Mr A Pennock
  Mrs J Rowe
 Sixth Form Mrs P Saunders - Supervisor 
 Mrs B Crumlish  (Supervisor)  (Acting)
 Ms A M Kelly  (Assistant) Ms E Wilson
   Mrs L Wylie
 Sports Development Officer  
                                     (Acting) 
 Mr J Green 
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Welcome to the fourth edition of “The 
Columban”. We’ve come a long way and 
we can rightly feel proud of our annual 
publication. It celebrates all that is good 
and positive about our school community. 
This year the theme is “taking ownership”.  
By that I mean the pupil editorial team 
has been given increased responsibilities. 
You will notice that each section of the 
publication has its own pupil editor. It is 
good to take a step back and see just how 
talented and dedicated these young men are.  I pay 
tribute to all of them for making a Monday after school 
fun, which takes some doing!

The cover of this year’s edition conveys a strong sense 
of our shared past, present and future as past pupils 
and staff guide present pupils to future success.  The 
word guidance encapsulates our shared mission; that of 
shepherding the flock.

The academic year 2014/2015 witnessed many great 
events and educational opportunities here in our school.  

Editorial

We hope that we can bring you just a 
flavour of the breadth and vibrancy of 
work put in by both staff and pupils 
alike, all united in the goal of giving our 
pupils every opportunity to flourish, thus 
fulfilling their potential. 

The inspectors arrived in October 2014 
and found us thriving. Those of you 
who are assiduous readers of “The 

Columban” should in no way be surprised. Flicking 
through the previous three editions, I noted with interest 
so many examples of a sustained focus on positive pupil 
experience, the links with our past, the celebration of 
our past pupils, charitable giving and, above all else, 
the concentration on our Catholic ethos, which binds 
together our myriad experiences.  This edition is full of 
the same spirit and I hope you enjoy it. 

Thank you to our advertisers, to all the members of 
staff who gave of their time most generously, and to 
the entire Senior Management Team and Finance 
Committee who know a good thing when they see it.

At least I hope they do!

Most of all though, thanks to Mr FJM Madden. 
He believes in this publication enough to carefully 
read over its contents and to offer constructive and 
supportive feedback at exactly the time it is required. 
He has taught me a lot, and is one of the main 
reasons we are still going strong four years later.

Front to back: Bryan Douglas, Ethan Doherty, Jack Ward, 
Conaire Meenan, Oran Gartland, Adam Beales, 

Adham Concannon. (Absent Mark Kelly) 

Launch of The Columban 2014

On Thursday May 8th 2014 pupils, staff, governors and 
friends of St Columb’s gathered to celebrate the third 
annual publication of The Columban. With a front page 
devoted to the late Seamus Heaney, it was a great 
privilege for the school that we were joined on the day 
by his brother Dan who paid tribute to the affection with 
which the Heaney family hold St Columb’s College. 

Also joining us were newly appointed Bishop of Derry Most
Rev Donal McKeown, former Bishop of Derry Most Rev 
Edward Daly, Rev David Lattimer and Rev Peter Murray.

This year’s publication was warmly received by all 
present with the magazine having been distributed 
earlier on in the day to all pupils. The introduction to 
the publication highlighted Seamus Heaney and his 
contribution to the world of letters. The Guardian kindly 

gave us permission to reproduce their excellent obituary 
and QR codes brought the reader from the letter to the 
picture as they linked to video extracts from Seamus 
Heaney on our school’s You Tube channel, the most 
poignant of which was probably Heaney reading ‘Mid-
Term Break’, a poem which links St Columb’s with a 
tragedy in the Heaney family.

Mr FJM Madden, Principal of the school, paid tribute in 
his address to the endeavour of The Columban 2014 
Editorial Team composed of pupils from all Key Stages. 
This publication attests to the vibrancy of life here in 
the school, celebrating success whilst at the same time 
acknowledging our past. All in all then this publication 
continues to witness to all the good things going on in 
our school and the wider community to which we belong. 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Follow us on Twitter
@TheColumban35

 www.facebook.com/TheColumban35 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell
Editor

The Columban
bodonnell202@stcolumbs.com
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Jack Ward and I 
enjoyed a great 
day out on Monday 
June 23rd 2014 at 
the Clipper Festival 
along the banks of 
the Foyle as guests 
of the BBC School 
Report initiative. The 
idea of this excellent 
project is to give 
pupils hands-on 
experience of what 
it is like to work as a 
broadcast journalist. 

Our task was to work as radio broadcasters for the day, so, first 
things first it was off to the Derry City Council offices to get our 
press accreditation. Once that was sorted out, it was off to the 
pontoon where the victorious Derry Clipper was about to dock. 
Thousands lined the quay and the atmosphere was electric 
as fireworks and song welcomed our sailors home. One small 
obstacle proved the locked gate at the entrance to the pontoon 
and a security guard who was taking her role very seriously 
indeed. Eventually, though, after half an hour or so of pleading and 
negotiating, we got through security and walked somewhat self-
importantly towards the winning boat, joining TV and radio crews 
from all over the world. Within seconds we were interviewing Sean 
McCartin, the Derry/Londonderry Clipper Captain as well as crew 
member Breige Boyle. We took to our task like ducks to water, if 
you will forgive the pun.

Then it was back to the BBC van to discuss plans for the afternoon. We had earlier come up with the idea of interviewing 
the owners of stalls along the river in their target language. So with French, Spanish and German questions ready, we 
set off and actually got some remarkable vox-pops, even though the German stall holder answered all the questions in 
perfect English! 

Finally Jack and I were interviewed on the Mark Patterson show on Radio Foyle about our experiences of BBC School 
Report. We got a fantastic career experience as well a taste of how important work experience is. 

Ronan Foley
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolreport/28028059 

Pupil News

10G pupils report for the BBC at Clipper Festival 
June 2014

Adam Beales 

PUPIL NEWS EDITOR
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The Student Representative Council of St Columb’s 
was set up seven years ago, proving to be a popular 
and useful forum for enabling students to offer opinions 
and advice on a broad range of subjects. A Constitution 
for the Council was put in place seven years ago by 
Archbishop Eamon Martin. Mr FJM Madden then 
continued this outstanding forum until Mr Ryan Horner 
was appointed Student Voice Development Officer. 

The Student Council is reviewed annually, outlining what 
is expected from Student Council Representatives. It 
was agreed that pupils wanting to become members 
of the Council should stand for election on a colourful, 
well-publicised, high-profile designated election day. 
This is promoted in various ways throughout the 
school, including the school website, Student Council 
notice boards and advertising screens. Assisted by 
the Principal, Vice-Principal, Heads of School and 
Year Heads, pupils deliver speeches and the election 
process takes place with the results being revealed. 
The Principal, Vice-Principals, HR and Finance Manager 
as well as Student Voice Development Officer address 
all of those elected at the end of the Election Day. Mr 
Horner has been working alongside the pupils here at St 
Columb’s as we aim to make our school a better place. 

Since its inception, the Council’s role within the school 
has developed year on year, involving the whole school 
community, raising many interesting issues and resulting 
in the promotion of a lot of new developments within the 

Student Council

school. The Council helps instil pride in all pupils of the 
school, including the school’s physical environment and 
on how pupils present themselves. We regularly review 
teaching and learning as well as school policies in St 
Columb’s.

The Student Council help Senior Management plan 
activities for Anti-Bullying Week, putting forward their ideas 
on how to run it and a lot of the suggestions put forward 
by the boys are used throughout the entire school year. 

The positive work of the Student Council is clearly 
evident at Open Evening, being displayed on the Student 
Council notice boards. Indeed, the Student Council 
prepare a questionnaire for parents and potential 
incoming pupils, evaluating Open Evening and making 
suggestions for improvement to the event next year. The 

Student Council 2014-2015

Council distribute these to prospective parents 
and their sons on the night and the results are 
analysed in great detail and presented to Senior 
Management in preparation for next year’s event. 

Furthermore, the Student Council has worked 
closely with other School Councils on projects and 
has made valuable links with WELB and Derry City 
Council. Several of our Student Council members 
have joined WELB Foyle Youth Council as a result, 
which is a wonderful opportunity for our students 
to have a say in the city they live in. Indeed, 
current Senior Council representative, Thomas 
Chambers was elected Junior Mayor of Derry, following 
his registration to join WELB Foyle Youth Council. 

There is no doubt that being a Student Council 
Representative has a lasting impact on the lives of our 
pupils, increasing our confidence and providing us with 
invaluable life skills. It helps develop leadership qualities, 
communication and listening skills and working as part 
of a team to effect improvement. We become more 
articulate in putting our viewpoints across and grow 
more aware of the needs of others.

Over the past few years the Student Council have 
been involved in the initiative to build a 3G pitch at St 
Columb’s. There was a strong feeling amongst many 
pupils that the school would benefit from possessing 
such a modern, all-weather facility. Key Stage 4 Senior
Council representative, Aaron McEneff, now at Tottenham
Hotspur, gave a presentation on the benefits of such a 
facility to the school’s Board of Governors, convincing 
them to submit an application. The pitch was opened to 
the obvious delight of pupils as well as Principal Mr FJM 
Madden, as recorded in The Columban 2014.

The Student Council continue to work very closely 
with curriculum Vice-Principal Mr Thomas Bradley in 
reviewing teaching and learning, discussing what ways 
they learn best, what classroom activities they enjoy and 
their overall progress in St Columb’s. This illustrates that 

the Student Council is not only improving day-to-day life 
in the college but also helping the teaching and learning 
environment within our school. In addition, the Student 
Council has had an input into a review of our school 
policies over the past year, working closely with Pastoral 
Vice Principal, Mr Keys, suggesting how our school 
policies can be improved.

This year, all current Year 8 pupils have been equipped 
with an iPad, adding another interactive dimension to 
teaching and learning in St Columb’s.  This modern way 
of teaching and learning  hopes to reduce the weight of 
schoolbags and also to improve the way that pupils here 
at St Columb’s learn. 

The Student Council was also involved in the decision to 
give teachers their own rooms. Teachers now have their 
own distinctive space, making them more accessible 
to pupils during the school day. This has also had a 
positive impact on teaching and learning as teachers 
no longer have to travel between classes, taking away 
several minutes from many lessons!

The Student Council felt that pupils were not rewarded 
enough for day to day positive behaviour.  Our school 
invested in a new merit system whereby boys are 
rewarded with school-crested merchandise. This was 
piloted with Year 9 pupils, and proved to be a huge 
success. The merit system has now been rolled out to 
all Key Stage 3 pupils. This new system has improved 

In the classroomiPads

3G Pitch Opening CeremonyOpen Evening Mr FJM Madden at 3G Pitch Opening



The Columban 2015 The Columban 2015

18 19

the learning environment in the school and has also 
encouraged boys to focus in class and do their work. 

Another aspect of Student Council work is the extension 
of our lunch on a Tuesday. There was an overwhelming 
feeling amongst pupils that the Tuesday lunch period 
was too short so this has been extended by five 
minutes, ensuring the students in the canteen have 
ample time to enjoy their dinner. 

Some parents and visitors have also probably realised 
the new addition of the pedestrian crossings at the front 
of the school following safety concerns being raised 
by pupils, making it easier and safer to cross the road, 
particularly in the morning.

Moreover, the Assembly Hall has also been totally 
restored making it a more pleasant place for student 
gatherings. Likewise, there was a desire amongst 
the pupils for the tennis courts to be upgraded and 
fortunately the school has listened to us. 

In November 2014, Student Council members were 
invited to a specially arranged Leadership Award 
ceremony and at the event, they were formally 

5K RUN in MEMORY of CAOLAN McCROSSAN

Thursday 4th June 2015 witnessed 
the first 5K run organised by the 
Friends of St Columb’s in memory of 
one of our pupils, Caolan McCrossan, 
a thirteen year old boy who died 
of cancer on 17th February 2015. 
Caolan was a Year 10 pupil at St 
Columb’s, a young man in the prime 
of his life. He was a member of 
Oxford United Football Club and also 
played for Doire Colmcille GAA team. 
Caolan also proudly represented St 
Columb’s in both sports during his 
all-too-brief time at the school. On 
top of his sporting ability, Caolan 
was a keen musician, playing both 
piano and saxophone.  He often 
spent his summer holidays at the 
Gaeltacht, eagerly practising his 
Irish language skills. Put simply, 
Caolan McCrossan was a busy 
teenager - enjoying life to the full. 

All this changed, however, in 
December 2014, when Caolan 
was diagnosed with an unusual 
form of cancer, a form rarely seen 
in young people. Caolan spent 
most of his last months in The 
Royal Hospital for Sick Children in 
Belfast. During this time his family 
were approached by Clic Sargent, 
the leading cancer charity for 
children and young people. Clic 
Sargent provided accommodation 
for the McCrossan family in ‘Paul’s 
House’, a ‘Home from Home’ directly 

opposite the hospital. Paul’s House 
provided the McCrossan family with a 
base to relax and also provided other 
family members with somewhere 
to meet up when they came to visit 
Caolan. The McCrossan family were 
extremely appreciative of this support 
during what was a very difficult time 
in their lives. 

When a 5K Run was suggested to the 
McCrossan family, they immediately 
got on board, jumping at the 
opportunity to give something 
meaningful back to Clic Sargent. The 
date chosen for the Run was 4th June
2015 - the day on which Caolan would 
have celebrated his fourteenth birthday. 

It was a wonderful evening, one that 
celebrated all that is good about the 
St Columb’s College community.  
Over one thousand people took to 
the quay, either walking or running 
the route. The quay was a mass 
of blue as participants donned the 
t-shirts specially created to mark the 
event.  The run was supported by a 
large number of small businesses in 
the city, demonstrating the impact 
of Caolan’s struggle on the local 

Back left to right: Mr Brian Keys VP, Mr Sean McCrossan, Mrs Kim Boyle,
Eoin McCrossan 11F, Mr FJM Madden Principal, Mr Gareth McElduff 

(Clic Sargent), Mrs Michaela Doherty, Mr Thomas Bradley VP
Front row: Rian Norrby 10H, Ethan Doherty 10H

community. Hundreds of pupils ran 
alongside their teachers and parents, 
each hoping to finish in a good time. 
The first member of staff home was 
Mr Bliadhan Glass, a Physics teacher 
in St Columb’s. Most impressively, 
Mr Glass finished second overall in 
the run. The first St Columb’s pupil 
home was Conal Fagan, a Year 12 
student who came home in a time of 
18 minutes 36 seconds.  

Overall, the 5K Run was a huge 
success and the evening was finished 
off with refreshments back in St 
Columb’s, providing an opportunity 
for the McCrossan family, their friends 
and the wider school community to 
remember and to celebrate Caolan’s 
life. 

To date the figure raised is in excess 
of £18,000. This sum will go directly 
to Clic Sargent and will help support 
other families who unfortunately find 
themselves in a similar situation to the 
McCrossan family.  

It is hard to imagine a better legacy 
for Caolan. 

Mrs Michaela Doherty

congratulated for their hard work by special guest, the 
then Mayor of Derry, Councillor Brenda Stevenson. She 
praised the school and the many accomplishments and 
hard work of our School Council over these past years. 

The Student Council in St Columb’s College is not only  
a council that worries about vending machines and food 
in the canteen, but also focuses on elements of teaching 
and learning in the school and how it can be improved. 
With the help of Mr Horner St Columb’s College will 
continue to be a remarkable place to learn and grow. 

Adam Beales
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What genre of music do you like?

R&B.

Where is the nicest place you have ever 
visited and why?

Mykonos because of the beaches, 
restaurants and chilled atmosphere.

What is the most important lesson the 
pupils in your classes have taught you?

Always be prepared for anything. 

What was your favourite subject at school?

Physics

What did you want to be when you were at school?

Electrician

What is your favourite food?

Peppered chicken pasta

What is your favourite book?

If you could see me now. 
Cecilia Aherne

What is your favourite movie and why?

‘A Few Good Men’ because of Jack 
Nicholson’s performance. 

When you were younger who was your role-model?

My dad.

What is your favourite thing about teaching?

Meeting new pupils every year and the fact that every 
day is different. 

Miss Ferguson

Miss C Ferguson

Mrs J Harkin

What genre of music do you like?

I like all types of music but my favourite 
is country.  

Where is the nicest place you have 
ever visited and why?

Mexico. I went there on my honeymoon 
and the weather was fantastic! There were 
lots of things to see and do. One of the 
best things I did was zip-lining in the jungle. 
It was amazing.

What is the most important lesson the 
pupils in your classes have taught you?

They have taught me that it’s important to always be 
myself and that having a sense of humour can go a 
long way. They also helped me to see the fun side of 
learning. 

What was your favourite subject at school?

I had two favourite subjects, History and Music. 

What did you want to be when you were at school?

I wanted to either be a teacher or a famous singer. Lol. 

What is your favourite food?

I love anything that is spicy, especially 
spicy pasta dishes or really hot curries. 
(Everything except mushrooms)

What is your favourite book?

I like to bake so I read a lot of cookery 
books by Mary Berry for example.

What is your favourite movie and why?

I am a massive horror movie fan. My favourite has to be 
‘Halloween H20’.

When you were younger who was your role-model?

Definitely my dad. He taught me to always be respectful 
of others and try my best at everything I do. 

What is your favourite thing about teaching?

I love teaching because it’s nice to see my students 
be enthusiastic about my subject and do well in their 
examinations and assessments. I also love to have fun 
in the classroom and it’s great when we play games, so 
everyone has fun while they learn. 

Mrs Harkin

What genre of music do you like?

I love rock music. I actually went to see 
AC/DC this year and it was brilliant.  I’ve 
wanted to see them since I was teenager.  

Where is the nicest place you have ever 
visited and why?

The nicest place I have ever visited is the 
Poison Glen, Dun Luiche, Co Dhún na nGall. 
As you are driving around the corner just before 
Errigal the scenery is breathtaking - perfect for 
those who love Geography. I also love it because my 
great-grandmother was from there.

What is the most important lesson the pupils 
in your classes have taught you?

To laugh and not to take yourself too seriously. 

What was your favourite subject at school?

I have loved Irish from about the age of nine. I had a 
great Geography teacher school who always made us 
laugh and enjoy the subject. 

What did you want to be when you were at school? 

I always wanted to be an Irish teacher. I attended the 
three week courses in the Gaeltacht every summer 
from first year. I also went at Easter in Year 11, Year 12 
and Year 13. It was the best experience of my life. I had 
an amazing Irish teacher who even managed to make 
learning grammar fun! 

“Getting to Know You.”

What is your favourite food? 

Chocolate. Any type. Any time. Anywhere. 
As a desperate measure once I actually 
scoffed half a bar of cooking chocolate.

What is your favourite book? 

Harry Potter - The Prisoner of Azkaban 
is now my favourite. It’s my comfort read 
when I’m stressed. I’ve read the whole 
series about seven times!

What is your favourite movie and why? 

I love Elf. I watch it every Christmas, have the 
soundtrack on CD and actually went to see it in the 
cinema last Christmas. It makes me laugh, cry and sing. 
I also love Duck Soup, featuring the Marx Brothers.

When you were younger who was your role-model? 

An RE teacher from secondary school was very inspiring 
and encouraged us to be free independent thinkers - 
sounds very Good Will Hunting. He encouraged us to 
use our spirit of rebellion in a constructive way.

What is your favourite thing about teaching? 

I love the excitement of the new school year. Everybody 
has stationery, everyone’s uniforms are just out of the 
packet and everyone is chomping at the bit to get going 
after the summer holidays. The possibilities are endless!

Ms McTaggart

Ms B McTaggart
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Mr Glass

Mr Glass

What genre of music do you like?

I like a wide variety of music, my iPod 
would have everything from classical to 
rap to rock. My favourite band would be 
The Gaslight Anthem.  I also enjoy playing 
traditional music.

Where is the nicest place you have ever 
visited and why?

The nicest place I have ever been is 
Fallaghloon and the Braeface. 

What is the most important lesson the pupils in your 
classes have taught you?

Probably that imparting knowledge isn’t the most 
important part of being a teacher.  You never know what 
impact you can have whether it’s positive or negative. 
Also, pupils often aren’t aware of knowledge which 
might seem obvious.

What was your favourite subject at school?

I enjoyed most subjects at school. I liked the creativity of 
subjects like English, Technology and Art. I always liked 
playing music but I would rather play the tin whistle than 
a recorder.  However, the sciences were my favourite. I 
particularly enjoy the logic of physics and how physics 
tries to explain how everything works, from subatomic 
particles to the universe itself!

What did you want to be when you were at school?

I had always wanted to be a vet, I used to volunteer 
after schools in the local veterinary practice to gain work 
experience. I enjoyed working there but I’m glad I began 
teaching.

What is your favourite food?

It’s hard to beat a good feed of new spuds. 

What is your favourite book?

I enjoy reading. I would rather read a 
book than watch TV.  My favourite book 
is usually whatever one I am in the 
middle of reading. I enjoy fantasy books 

such as the ‘The Lord Of The Rings’ and 
‘Game of Thrones’.  My favourite science 

book would have to be Bill Bryson’s ‘A 
Short History of Nearly Everything’.

What is your favourite movie and why?

Definitely comedy, maybe ‘Hot Fuzz’ or else a Will Ferrell 
film.

When you were younger who was your role-model?

It depends what aspect of life you are talking about. I 
didn’t have one person who was a role-model. My family 
were and are a huge influence on who I am as a person 
and my attitude to life.  In sport I always wanted to be 
Ollie Canning when we were out pucking around. I loved 
the style of Lúnasa’s Donogh Hennessy playing guitar 
and when teaching I try to emulate the teachers I liked in 
school and at university.

What is your favourite thing about teaching?

The craic that you can have during class.  Each class is 
different and every lesson pans out differently. It’s 
probably a cliché but the ‘lightbulb moment’ when a pupil 
has finally understood is rewarding.  Also a year on a 
building site will make you appreciate that teaching is a 
good dry job.

Oran Gartland and Conaire Meenan

Miss Blee

What genre of music do you like?

I listen to all genres of music but as a 
‘directioner’ I would have to say pop. 
Along with One Direction, Mumford and 
Sons are one of my favourite bands.

Where is the nicest place you have ever 
visited and why?

It’s a tough call between Plumbridge and 
Niagara Falls!

What is the most important lesson the pupils in your 
classes have taught you?

To always give students a second chance because 
they really will try. Every single student I have taught has 
impressed me in some way and at some time. Some 
need more chances than others! Also, since I began 
teaching in St Columb’s I appreciate the importance of 
windows and well ventilated rooms.

What was your favourite subject at school?

I loved English and RE.

What did you want to be when you were at school?

I had to decide between law and teaching and I’m 
confident I made the right choice. I feel so privileged to 
be able to educate.

What is your favourite food?

Sweets and chocolate!

Miss F Blee

What is your favourite book?

This changes every few months! At the 
minute it has to be ‘And the Mountains 
Echoed’ by Khaled Hosseini. You are 
missing out if you haven’t read it and if 
you have read it you’ll realise why it’s one 
of my favourites! It really does leave you 
with a sense of appreciation.

What is your favourite movie and why?

A difficult choice also! I love ‘Girl Interrupted’, ‘Gone 
Girl’ and ‘The Dark Knight’. I can’t pick one of them 
because they’re all so good for different reasons.

When you were younger who was your role-model?

I think it’s difficult to find a role-model because I would 
rather borrow a few characteristics from a few different 
people. My teachers at school inspired me to work 
harder, particularly my RE teacher, Mrs McHugh. 

What is your favourite thing about teaching?

My favourite thing about teaching is being allowed the 
opportunity to share in the lives of others. I find it so 
humbling when I’m teaching and a class are all looking 
up and listening intently. Knowing that you are trusted, 
respected and others learn from you is so rewarding. I am
so lucky to have taught in St Columb’s and have so many
memories that I will cherish from here. I will really miss 
the staff and students, especially my lovely form class!
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Mrs Caughey

Mrs Sarah Caughey 

Mrs Sarah Caughey joined the staff of 

St Columb’s as a teacher of French 

and Spanish in August 2006. It took 

her no time at all to impress all with her 

level - headed approach and her ‘can-

do’ attitude.  She was appointed Head 

of Spanish in February 2011. Over this 

past five years, Sarah has conscientiously 

implemented the aims and objectives of our 

school into her department. Sarah has organised 

and participated in six school trips to Madrid and 

Barcelona, inculcating in our pupils of Spanish a love 

and respect of the Spanish language and lifestyle and 

opening them up to the global dimension of studying 

a language. Sarah has also played a leading role in 

implementing new technologies into the teaching of 

languages. Recently she showcased an app called 

‘Showbie’ enabling teachers to mark work submitted by 

pupils and give feedback on a Tablet device.

Sarah did not just confine her contribution to our school 

to the Spanish Department. She always gave of her 

time willingly, no more so than in the many 

hours she devoted to making costumes 

for our school productions. She also was 

an integral member of the St Columb’s 

College traditional Irish music group, with 

her skills on the tin whistle brightening 

many a liturgy or school event. 

It was with great sadness that we learned 

that Sarah had applied for, and been 

offered the position of Head of Spanish in Our Lady and 

Saint Patrick’s College Knock. Yet our sadness at her 

leaving is leavened with happiness for Sarah, her darling 

daughter Emma and her husband John as they settle in 

Belfast to begin a new chapter of their life story. Sarah 

assures me that she will miss immensely the friendship 

and support of the staff at St Columb’s as well as the 

fun she had with pupils both in the classroom and on 

trips abroad.

On a personal level, I would like to pay tribute to 

Sarah as a Head of Department and as a friend. Her 

leadership style is personable and ‘hands-off’. In an 

ever more pressurised educational environment, Sarah 

stands out as encapsulating the human and warm 

side of education. We wish Sarah and her family every 

happiness in her new role.

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Farewell

Mr B McGilloway

Mr McGilloway

Mr Brian McGilloway joined the staff 
of St Columb’s in 1997. He rapidly 
established himself as a gifted teacher of 
English and his many other talents were 
also shared with pupils and staff. His wit, 
ready humour and generous, outgoing 
personality made him a popular member 
of staff. He was a valued and committed 
member of the SRC and a supportive 
colleague. 

Brian’s passion for his subject and deep knowledge of 
all aspects of literature earned him enormous respect 
from the pupils he taught and the other members of 
the English department. In the classroom he was an 
inspired, creative and knowledgeable teacher.  

Brian’s talents as a dramatist, actor and producer 
will be sadly missed. He co-produced many school 
shows including ‘A Son’s Return’ (2002), which he also 
wrote. He enjoyed working in creative partnership with 
members of the Music and Art departments and gave 
generously of his time and expertise.

Appointed Subject Leader in English in 2007, Brian 
brought his characteristic energy and expertise to this 
role.  He was held in high esteem by other subject 
leaders and will be remembered for his consummate 
professionalism, his vision and, above all, his integrity. 
Brian’s abilities were also recognised by Ms Liz Armour, 
the District Inspector, who suggested that he should 
chair regular meetings of a group of Subject Leaders in 
English, from schools throughout the city. In this role, 

Brian encouraged debate, discussion 
and dissemination of ideas and worked 
tirelessly to enhance the experiences of 
Derry’s English teachers and students.

Brian’s creativity found further expression 
in his writing and his first detective novel, 
‘Borderlands’ was published in 2007. 

He rapidly established himself as a very 
successful novelist who, to date, has 

written seven best-selling novels. Pupils were greatly 
impressed by Brian’s achievements and, typically, he 
gave generously of his time and talent to encourage 
young writers both within and beyond the school. Each 
book launch was attended by many of Brian’s past 
and present pupils, a testament to how highly he was 
regarded by those whom he taught.

As a pupil and later as a teacher, Brian has spent 
twenty-five years in the school and consequently 
believes St Columb’s has played a significant role in 
his life. What will he miss? In his own words, “I’ll miss 
the staff and pupils who made every day so enjoyable.”  
Brian made an immense contribution to St Columb’s 
and the school community will miss him.   

Miss Patricia Hughes
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It is always with a mixture of emotions that 
we gather each year to bid farewell to 
our Year 14 students. For we staff, 
another year has passed. We hope 
we have taught them well and 
that they will have cherished 
memories of their time in St 
Columb’s College. We reflect 
on the future challenges facing 
our Year 14 pupils as they take 
the first tentative steps into the 
adult world, a world much less 
full of certainties then the confines 
of a school environment. What we 
cannot forget, though, is that our 
Year 14 students only experience 
this day once and their emotions are 
thus heightened. This is a pivotal occasion 
for them; their hopes and fears are channelled 
through liturgy and the sharing of a meal, morphing into a 
hugely positive experience that rounds off their time with 
us. The academic and the pastoral merge once again 
in the Assembly Hall and in the Canteen. There is much 
emotion, and rightly so. 

Year 14 Valedictory Celebrations
Thursday May 7th 2015

Another year goes by and it is time to 
say farewell to the class of 2015. The 

evening’s celebrations commenced 
with mass for pupils and their 

parents celebrated by our school 
chaplain, Rev Micheál 
McGavigan, in St Patrick’s 
Church Pennyburn. In a 
moving liturgy, the focus of 
our pupils was taken from 
the past and into the future 

as through word, music and 
prayer all of us wished them well 

on their journey into adulthood. 
We recalled fond memories, tragic 

events, camaraderie and the spirit that 
is St Columb’s. 

Refreshments were served afterwards in the school 
canteen. We would like to thank the canteen staff and 
the grounds staff for looking after us all so well on the 
evening.  Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Mr J
ohn Peoples, Year 14 Year Head,

with his son Matthew and Garry M
alle

tt.

Year 14 student Oisin Heron and 
Year 13 students Kieran McCauley 
and Jason McCauley produced a 
series of paintings inspired by the 
legends of Ireland for display in 
the Irish Department. Due to their 
career choices they do not study 
Art and Design at A-level but were 
keen to develop their painting skills 
through this extracurricular activity. 
So, in addition to studying for their 
current A-levels, they undertook this 
ambitious project and produced some 
outstanding art work. They must be 
commended for their dedication and 
hard work this year.

Mrs Catherine O’Hagan 

School Enhancement Advanced Art Project

Oisin Herron

Jason McCauley Kieran McCauley



The Columban 2015 The Columban 2015

28 29

iPads at St Columb’s  (Or: Keep taking the tablets!)

We were very excited 
starting here at St 
Columb’s in August 
2014, but we were even 
more excited because 
we were using iPads to 
learn. 

All the Year 8 textbooks 
were transferred from a 
normal book to a very 

hi-tech iBook. The idea of the iPads 
was to make the Year 8 schoolbags 

lighter as in recent years, Year 8 
students have 

been carrying 
around a full 

schoolbag of 
heavy folders and books (which is a lot 
for Year 8 pupils). Although we have 
iPads we still use exercise notebooks 
for our classwork and homework.

The iPads won’t only develop our 
learning but will prepare us for the new 
world of technology and work.
In our opinion we think the iPads are 
amazing. We think they are amazing 

because you can get a wide range of educational apps 
from the App Store which will help you in your learning 
and studies. One of our favourite apps is Garage Band 
which is app that allows you to make your own music. 
Other apps include Maths Games like Maths Watch and 
Monster Maths.

The iPads also let you keep in contact with your 
classmates and teachers through imessage or through 
your mail. Teachers can set you your homework and 
assignments through Edmodo or set you a quiz through 
an app called Student Socrative. What I find enjoyable 
is that we can use the internet during classes and can 
go on educational websites such as Languages Online, 

BBC Bite size and My Maths.

The iPads help us to connect faster 
to learning and to do really interesting 
and fun things like Kahoot quizzes and 
Quizlets. Our teachers can share You 
Tube videos with us so that we can 
understand better what they cover in 
class.  

We have really loved using our iPads 
this year and look forward to learning 
with them in the future.

Bryan Douglas and Ethan Doherty

Ethan Doherty and 
Bryan Douglas 
from 8B reflect on a 
momentous change 
for our school - 
the first year of 
iPads for all Year 8 
students.

This project involved pupils from 10A, D, E and K 
spending time in five different subjects reflecting on and 
learning about one topic - World War 1.

The MC for the afternoon was Corey O Connor 10A.
In his introduction, Mr Thomas Bradley, VP of St 
Columb’s, reminded us that the whole point of 
connected learning meant to counter the idea that what 
you do in one class has no connection to what you do in 
another class.

The theme of World War 1 was analysed by five 
departments - English, Art and Design, Mathematics, 
Religious Education and History. In English, Year 10 
students studied the poetry of World War 1. In History, 
they researched life in the trenches. In RE our pupils 
explored the role of the chaplain during the conflict. Art 
and Design focused on contemporary representations of 
the war and in Mathematics the gruesome statistics of 
World War 1 were explored by Year 10 pupils. 

Year 10 Connected Learning Project 2014/2015
Tuesday June 23rd 2015

The afternoon itself took the form of an ecumenical 
liturgy led by our school chaplain Rev Micheál 
McGavigan and the Rev Robert Millar reflecting on 
the Great War with our pupils who,remember, are 
one century removed from the conflict, participating in 
reflection, poetry, song and prayer. Corey O’Connor 
from 10A sang us one of his own compositions “Dear 
Mrs Johnson”, an excellent song reflecting on the plight 
of those left at home during the Great War.

Connecting learning like this helps to broaden our pupils 
knowledge base, opening them up to myriad ways of 
exploring a theme. This is a process of learning which is 
of great benefit to students and it was wonderful to see 
parents, pupils and teachers engaged in a true learning 
experience. 

Many thanks to all the pupils, teachers and departmental 
leaders who worked so hard to bring this project to its 
fruition. 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell
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Jack Ward reflects upon a burning temple

As I trudged up the embankment towards the wooden 
structure, noise filled the air. The kind of noise you would 
hear at a wedding reception, or a conference. A mix 
of civil conversation and general laughter - I definitely 
heard it before I saw it! The path up to it was narrow and 
rocky, reminiscent of the back-roads of the countryside. 
Even if had broken my ankle, the end result was worth it.  

A temple, standing seventy-five foot in the air appeared, 
along with a crowd of about one hundred people. It 
seemed like everyone and their cat 
were there! I headed towards it,
wading my way through the 
woodchip - soft under my feet, while 
filling my nose with the smell of the 
fresh wood.

The idea was to write a personal 
message on to any piece of wood, 
something that matters to you, 
worries, hopes or regrets. 
When burned, your messages 
will supposedly be answered. 
Embracing the idea, I scribbled 
on to a free piece of wood my 
message (I’m not going to tell 
what!), and happily carried on 
patrolling the perimeter, taking 
in the gargantuan scale of 
the craftwork. Around the 
outside of the edifice were 
different designs etched 
into the wood, which were 
created by different pupils 
and people (and cats) 
from all walks of life. 
There were a wide 
range of designs, 

anything from a happy looking stickman banging on drums 
to the instantly recognizable peace symbol. However, 
on a more serious note, there were also sombre, but at 
the same time joyous, drawings remembering deceased 
family members, the most memorable being a cross 
drawn by a Primary 6 girl remembering her daddy in 
heaven. There was also a reassuring image of a cog - 
filled brain, with the words “I’m alive, I’m healthy,” written 
above it. Does that mean if you’re not alive, then you’re 
not healthy? No, that wouldn’t make sense.

On Saturday 21st March 2015, the temple was burnt 
to the ground along with the messages.  Some people 
have voiced their negative opinion on the burning of 
the artwork (fair enough), while others, have called 
it  pagan worship. If I was to give my opinion on this 
matter, then this article would probably not have 
been published.  However at the end of the day, who 
doesn’t appreciate a nice, warm fire?

“It’s like your worries are being cast away”, says a 
worried looking random passer-by, when quizzed on 
how they felt.  “What will happen to all the messages, 
will they be answered?”  Well, my rhetorical - and - 
completely - fabricated friend… that is the burning 
question!

Jack Ward

Making Sense of Japanese

CDs and computer programs to put my spoken 
Japanese to the test. Dying to use what I 

had learnt for real, I saved up enough 
cash to travel to the country itself after 

finding an inexpensive language 
school in Hokkaido - Japan’s 
northernmost island - situated in 
Sapporo. It only really struck me 
how worthwhile an endeavor 
it had been after experiencing 
the captivating culture and 
making life-long friends with 
the people of such a faraway 
land. However, I still had no 
qualification whatsoever and had 

no way to prove I could actually 
speak a word of it! After returning 

home, I promptly entered myself for 
the JLPT N3 test (there are 5 JLPT 

tests - N5 being for beginners and N1 
being fluency level) because I realized it 

was just about my level, and with a bit of luck 
I passed. Now I’m reading Japanese essays and 

fiction, and am working my way towards the N2, which I 
hope to sit next year. Unravelling a foreign language and 
unmasking the colorful culture truly is one of the most 
rewarding experiences life has to offer - and Japanese is 
by no means an exception!

Oisin Herron

The first time I was exposed to Japanese culture 
was sometime in February 2013. After 
watching my first anime I took swiftly 
to reading manga - needless to say 
it was in English. However, as lot of 
manga is translated by fans, some 
passages and sentences may 
go accidentally untranslated, 
which can feel rather frustrating 
when reading it. Furthermore, 
translators’ notes explicitly 
stated that many of the jokes 
and double-meanings were lost 
in translation. Cursing the 
translators’ incompetency and 
as I had already heard plenty 
of Japanese and because it’d 
probably be easy anyway, I decided 
to try my hand at learning a language 
whose sentences, as I now know, often 
have no distinct subject.  To this end I 
bought a beginner’s book named Japanese 
from Zero, which covered all the basics; from greetings 
such as ohay o! - good morning - to what might be 
considered the Japanese alphabet - hiragana. It felt 
like I learned a hugh amount of the language within a 
matter of weeks, leaving me thirsty for all the Japanese 
I could get my hands on. Lacking a teacher, I turned to 
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Year 8 Debating in St Columb’s - finding your voice

I really enjoyed my experience of Public Speaking in St 
Columb’s in Year 8. Competitions included The Parents 
Association Public Speaking Competition and the annual 
Year 8 Debating tournament. 

The year 8 Debating tournament 2015 was a great 
success. The competition was not only very competitive 
but very tense. It was a fun way to get pupils involved in 
debating. In this tournament there were three rounds. My
class (8B) competed in all three rounds reaching the final.

Round 1: 
My class, 8B and 8A came together 
in the first round of the tournament. 
The motion was ‘ There are no real 
heroes in the modern day world.’ 8A 
were the proposition  and my class, 
8B were the opposition. As I was the 
first speaker I introduced what the 
word ‘hero’ and the word ‘modern 
day’ meant. Shaun Carlin, one of 
my teammates, gave examples of 

what modern- day heroes were and how they helped 
strengthen the world. Finally, my other teammate, 
Cormac Deeney, summed up what modern day heroes 
were. We were victorious and progressed to round two. 
As a team, we were delighted and now determined to 
reach the final.

Round 2:
The next battle was between us and 8F. The motion was 
‘This house will not use academic selection for entry to 

secondary education.’ My class, 8B 
was the opposition while 8F were the 
proposition. I spoke first. I introduced 
what academic selection was and 
cited examples in Northern Ireland 
of how academic selection is used. 
Shaun Carlin gave reasons why we 
should keep academic selection and 
Cormac Deeney summed up Shaun’s 
reasons. To our great relief, we were 
triumphant and went through to the 
final.

The Final: 
The final was between us, 8C and 
8D. The tension in the air was 
electrifying. As a team we were 
nervous but excited. This final took 
the form of a balloon debate. This 
involved choosing to be any person, 
past or present. The person is 
trapped in a hot- air balloon which 
is falling to the ground and you 
have to give valid reasons why you 
should be saved. People chose to be 
characters like Mr John Hume, Pope 
Benedict and even your father! (my 

choice). The speeches given by the pupils were of a very 
high standard. After a very tense session of listening to 
each of the characters, Pope Benedict was the winner. 
However, our class, 8B, were judged to be the best 
team. We were buzzing, and, as we congratulated each 
other, for a few seconds we were like the modern-day 
heroes we described in round one to our classmates. 
We won a trip to the Bowling Alley, which was great. 

This year I have really enjoyed debating and public 
speaking. In primary school, I wouldn’t have had the 
confidence to speak out to a big crowd of people. 
However, ever since I’ve been at St Columb’s, Public 
Speaking activities have given me the confidence 
to speak out loud. I would encourage everyone to 
participate in Public Speaking. It promotes teamwork, 
confidence and self-esteem. 

Ethan Doherty
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St Columb’s College and The Chocolate Factory

In June 2015, ‘The Chocolate Lab’ 
visited St Columb’s, turning the Home 
Economics Department into its very 
own Willy Wonka’s Chocolate Factory.
Year 8 pupils learned about different 
types of chocolate and how to temper 
it to make to make their own sweet 
treats.  With a table load of different 
sweets and edible toppings to choose 
from, they made and designed their own individual 
pizzas and a trio of dark, milk and white lollipops.

As you can imagine this workshop went down a ‘treat’!
Mrs Josephine Bradley

Two innovative young pupils from St 
Columb’s, Sean Carlin 8K and CJ 
Sharkey 8G, were awarded national 
prizes in the Cracking Ideas 2013-14
competition at a ceremony held at 
the M Shed Bristol, England on 19th  
June 2014. The competition is run 
by the Intellectual Property Office and
Aardman Animations, creators of 
Wallace and Gromit.

This year’s competition required 
pupils to devise a food related 
gadget or come up with a taste, 
highlighting the intellectual property 
attached. This included a new gadget 
or product (patents), the visual 
appearance of said product (designs), 
a brand or logo to accompany the 
idea (trade marks) and any other 
creative elements (copyright) such as 
a catchy jingle.

Mr Merlin Crossingham, Creative Director of Wallace and 
Gromit for Aardman Studios, who is known for his Oscar 
winning work on hit movies such as ‘Chicken Run’ 

Cracking ideas from Sean and CJ

(2000) and ‘The Curse of the Were-Rabbit’ (2005) was 
there with Wallace and Gromit to present the prizes. 

Congratulations to both of you on this superb achievement.
Mrs Lorraine Murray
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Law Society

In April 2015 a number of aspiring 
students of Law from St Columb’s 
College caught the early-morning bus 
to Belfast to attend the celebration of 
the 800th anniversary of the Magna 
Carta, hosted by the Law Society of 
Northern Ireland. The Magna Carta 
is of course widely known by many 
students of History and Government 
and Politics. It is the cornerstone of 
democracy not only in the United 
Kingdom, but in countries around the 
world - yet we often view it as merely 
symbolic and of little legal relevance 
today. The Law Society therefore 
wanted to hold a lecture and debate 
in order to question its relevance and 
importance today.  Before the lecture, 
we had the opportunity to visit the 
Royal Courts of Justice, and even the 
chance to sit in on an appeal to the 
refusal of a bail application in front of 
a High Court Judge, which was quite 
an experience!

After leaving court and mingling with 
some barristers and solicitors at 
the Law Society offices, the lecture 
began: one speaker, a Professor 
of Law at Queens University, 

Belfast dealt with its history and 
the importance of the Magna Carta 
today, while a representative from the 
World Wide Web Foundation spoke 
about the possibility of a ‘digital’ 
Magna Carta, allowing the Internet to 
be made safer while also engaging 

young people with the contemporary 
relevance of the document. It was 
a very informative day and the 
opportunity to make contacts and 
visit the High Courts was a real 
bonus to those of us aspiring to be 
barristers and solicitors.

Peter Madden

Europe: it’s the continent we live in, the political union 
we are part of and the economic lifeline we depend 
on. However, except for the politicians in Westminster, 
who really pays  any attention to it? It is sadly true that 
many young people simply don’t have an interest in 
politics, and certainly not on a European level: some 
young people barely have Stormont awareness, let alone 
European awareness! This, however, is something that I, 
and many others, want to change, and my real epiphany 
was my participation in the Rotary Youth Leadership 
Development Programme.

Rotary is an organisation that we perhaps associate with 
middle-aged, greying businessmen in dark suits, who 
lunch every so often and discuss Economics.
 However, this is far from the case! Rotary is an 
organisation committed to not only bettering and 
empowering local businesses, but the whole community, 
and a group of particular interest to them is young 
people. Rotary, for the past number of years, have 
facilitated a programme that allows twenty-three young 
people from across the island of Ireland to really engage 
with the politics that affect their everyday lives, through 
visits to the European Commission Offices, Stormont, 
Dáil Eireann and most importantly, the European 
Parliament in Strasbourg. After an initial interview stage 
to select a candidate for the school, I was lucky enough 
to have been put forward alongside Jack Lafferty. The 
next stage was to select a candidate to represent the 
city, and finally, to represent the region: after going 

The Rotary Club Youth Leadership 
development programme

through each of these stages, bolstered by the fine help 
and guidance of Mr Johnston, Mr Boyle and Gary Mallet, 
I found myself as one of the chosen twenty-three. Little 
did I know that a life-changing experience awaited me!

The five days we had were action packed, criss-crossing 
between Belfast, Dublin, Frankfurt and Strasbourg. In 
each session organised with local politicians, passion 
and energy flowed in abundance from my fellow 
representatives: although the young people from the 
Republic may not have known much about the political 
system in Northern Ireland, or vice-versa, that didn’t 
stop us questioning, critiquing, and - rightly so - lecturing 
the politicians! Although I had never met these young 
people before embarking on this scheme, I never felt 
more at home: it was a fantastic feeling to be among 
young people that had the same fervour and passion 
for politics as I did! It was really quite heart-warming to 
know that there are indeed, many young people on the 
island of Ireland that are willing and ready to change the 
system we live in for the better: we didn’t often discuss 
our political party affiliation, but we didn’t need to, as 
we all held a passion and desire for a stronger, united - 
though not necessarily in a nationalist sense - society. 
The standout memories from the scheme, however, 
were formed during our participation in the Euroscola 
event.

Peter Madden

Peter Madden, Jack McGeehan, Kane McLaughlin, Stephen Cassidy,
Dylan Taylor and Ben McLaughlin.

Kane McLaughlin, Mr Alan Hunter, Chief Executive, Law Society of Northern Ireland, Dylan Taylor,
Peter Madden, Stephen Cassidy, Jack McGeehan and Mrs Jacqueline Smyth.
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Euroscola is an event which aims to bring young people 
from every EU member state together, in order to 
debate and gain an awareness of what really goes on 
in a parliament and political system that, more often 
than not, seems distant and perhaps alien to us. I 
was particularly looking forward to the event, as I had 
been lucky enough to have been chosen, alongside 
three close friends I made, to introduce Ireland to the 
European Parliament Chamber. This was a daunting 
prospect, as well as an exciting one - although I am a 
keen public speaker and debater, speaking in front of 
five hindred people in a cavernous chamber is quite 
different to speaking to a handful in a lecture theatre! My 
address was only a few minutes, but it summed up what 
I felt about my society and my home:

“We have a population of 5.3 million, but 70 million 
people call Ireland home. We come from each corner 
of the island, each province, each major town. Our 
island is walled by mountains, moated by sea and 
very much undermined by deposits of history. We are 
the land of Heaney and Hume, Becket and Bono. We 
have recently experienced an economic period which 
has been less than prosperous - but we coped, and 
now we’re back on track. That says a lot about the 
Irish character: we’re resilient. We can always pick 
ourselves up and we can always dust ourselves off”.

Although I introduced Ireland and represented it, as 
the day went on, I found myself becoming more and 
more European: that is to say, I loved engaging with 
young people from Greece, France, Germany, Italy, 
as well as many other countries. Just as I had found 
affinity with my fellow Irish representatives due to our 

shared passion, so too did I find the same passion 
in my fellow European representatives. What’s more, 
on this day particularly, and throughout the scheme, 
I became more and more aware of the benefits and 
importance of Europe, in a political and economic sense, 
but especially in terms of identity: the idea of Europe is 
that of freedom. The Europe of today was forged from 
the ashes of unbelievable destruction in the early 20th 
century - out of the death, destruction and destitute 
under evil dictatorships, there came a commitment to 
peace, freedom and togetherness. These are values 
which all people in Europe hold dearly, and it is because 
of that, that whether you’re Portuguese or Danish, 
British, Irish or Northern Irish, we all have a common 
identity as Europeans. This scheme helped me and all 
other representatives to really discover and embrace this 
common identity, and it is our hope, that it will continue 
to be embraced by young people.

The Rotary Youth Leadership Programme is of course 
a fantastic way in which this identity and awareness of 
Europe can be awakened, but there are programmes 
much closer to home, most notably, the European 
Studies programme facilitated by Ms Lübekke. This is a 
year-long programme run during Curriculum Enrichment 
in Year 13, which looks at every aspect of Europe and 
offers brilliant opportunities to gain knowledge of Europe, 
meet new people and even travel: there have been 
trips to Berlin and also to the European Parliament, for 
Saint Columb’s proudly sent a delegation to the same 
Euroscola event to represent the UK. All prospective 
Year 13 pupils should seriously consider taking up the 
opportunity.

2017 will likely see a referendum on 
our future in the European Union: this 
is perhaps the most important vote to 
be taken in living UK political memory, 
but it is one that St Columb’s 
pupils and young people should 
engage in, especially if campaigners 
are successful in having the vote 
introduced to sixteen year olds. 
Both camps will put forward good 
arguments, but it is through schemes 
like this that young people can really 
become informed and make up their 
own minds - I know I’ll certainly look 
forward to voting in 2017!

Peter Madden
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In September 2014, Mrs O’Hagan, my Art teacher, 
approached me with the opportunity to attend ‘The 
Saturday Art Club’ at The North West Regional College.

I was excited of the prospect of spending my Saturdays 
with like-minded people doing art. We explored many 
different forms of media, ranging from painting to pencil 
tone and 3D design.

For the first few weeks our theme was self-portraits, 
which we then converted to stencils for use in screen 
printing, and the work we had completed was displayed 
in King’s College, London. We travelled in November 
from Derry City Airport flying into London Stansted and 
later that day we visited The National Portrait Gallery and 
viewed the work of many artists, including Van Gogh 
and Monet. We then had a long trip home flying from 
London Gatwick into George Best Belfast City Airport 
and finally a restful bus journey back to Derry.

Our work continued with 3D design, sewing and lino 
printing up to Christmas time when we had an Adobe 
Flash Animation class and a short break for the festive 
season. After the break we had an animation master 
-class with Mr Jim Le Fevre who taught us the zoetrope 
technique which is one of several pre-film animation 
techniques that produces the illusion of motion by 
displaying a sequence of drawings showing progressive 
phases of that motion.

On the March 14th 2015, we visited David Best’s 
“Temple” and we left our mark on the Temple with 
origami pieces, drawings and notes, all of which were 
burned one week later.

The Saturday Art Club

The Saturday Club came to a close with another 
chaotic trip to London on the June 6th 2015 where 
we all had a chance to see our work on display and a 
presentation where we received certificates for our work 
from Sir John and Lady Sorrell, founders of The Sorrell 
Foundation and The Saturday Art Club.

I will miss going to The Saturday Art Club, I met old 
friends and made new ones, and I feel that my Art skills 
have increased greatly since September and the Club 
also has influenced me in continuing Art and Design and 
Moving Image Art onto A Level and possibly beyond. 

Mark Kelly

We are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
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Staff News

History Department 2014-2015

organised the annual Year 9 trip to the Tower Museum, 
the Derry walls and St Columb’s Cathedral. Every Year 
9 class participated in this educational visit and it was 
a fantastic display of local history. In June, thirty Year 8 
pupils were rewarded for their academic achievements, 
commitment to the subject and their contribution to the 
Castle Building competition by attending the Millennium 
Forum to see the Horrible Histories show. This was most 
enjoyable and a great experience for the Year 8 pupils 
who were in attendance. 

Lectures: 
Our A Level History students experienced a taste of 
university life when they attended lectures delivered by 
guest speakers from the University of Ulster. Through 
our connections with the NW Ireland Branch of the 
Historical Association, St Columb’s hosted a series of 
A2 History lectures in April. Dr Russell Rees, Dr Diane 
Kirby and Dr Allan Blackstock delivered lectures on 
the A2 modules of study. In May, AS History students 
availed of similar revision lectures from Dr Russell Rees 
and Dr Diane Kirby. St Columb’s History students were 
joined by their peers in Foyle College, Thornhill College, 
St Mary’s College, Strabane Academy, Dominican College,
Coleraine Academical Institute and St Mary’s Limavady.  

The History Department said a tearful farewell to two 
long-standing members of the team last June, 
Mr John Donaghy and Mr Brian Trainor. We are 
indebted to the service of both these legendary 
teachers. Both men have been great colleagues 
and friends during their long service at the College. 
Both will be remembered by everyone in the History 
Department for their enthusiasm, honesty, hard 
work and passionate love for their subject. We wish 
them both well in their retirement. Despite these 
departures the History Department have had another 
busy and productive year, and been involved in many 
challenging and rewarding activities both inside and 
outside the classroom.

External Visits:
History students have enjoyed a number of very 
worthwhile trips this year. All of our Year 10 students 
attended the Museum of Free Derry in January, in the 
same week of the anniversary of Bloody Sunday. This 
Year 10 visit was organised by Mr McQuillan.  
These visits were very informative and useful as part 
of their study of this period and went a long way to 
bringing this period in History to life. In June, Mr Boyle 

was won by Lars Pdersen. Second place went to Mark 
Canning, and in joint third place were Pól O’Hare and 
Luke O’Grady. The standard was outstanding and we 
thank the pupils for their involvement.

Mrs Harkin and a group of Year 8 students did St 
Columb’s proud this year again at the Féis. This year 
the theme of the project was ‘City of Culture’ - Derry’s 
involvement in WW1.  The St Columb’s entry focused 
on the Diamond War Memorial and specifically looked 
at the life and career of Sergeant Robert Hamilton who 
was from Derry and whose name is on the monument. 
He served in the 36th Ulster Division and was awarded 
medals of honour. Pupils Ethan Doherty, Bryan Doulgas, 
and Tiernan McHugh researched this in the History 
Club after school and presented their project at the 
Féis during Easter Week. The boys brought back the 
Elizabeth Keys cup for the best Post-Primary entry of 
the local History project and the Fr John O’Doherty cup 
for the best overall prize. The judges were so impressed 
that they asked if the project could be displayed in the 
Tower Museum.

Mrs Caroline McLaughlin

Projects and Events:
St Columb’s hosted the Historical Association Great 
Debate Competition on 20th November 2014. This 
year’s topic was on the relevance of the Magna Carta 
and rights today. The judges from the University of 
Ulster were Dr Emmet O’Connor and Dr Billy Kelly. St 
Columb’s was represented by Thomas Chambers and 
Peter Madden and Shannon Donnelly represented St 
Mary’s, Magheraflet. Thomas Chambers won the North 
West heat and went on to participate in the final in 
March 2015. 

Mrs Harkin organised another very successful show for 
the History Department for Open Night in January. This 
year we had the pleasure of ‘History Robots’. Year 8 
pupils took on the character of their favourite historical 
characters and told the visiting primary school pupils all 
about themselves. They concluded the show with a lively 
rendition of the ‘Horrible Histories’ cowboy song! 

The annual Model Castle and Caravel Building 
Competition produced an overwhelming response 
this year, in terms of both number of entrants and 
quality of models. The standard was exceptional and 
the effort made by the participants was outstanding. 
Thank you to Mr Bradley and Mr Boyle who had the 
very difficult job of judging the competition. The winner 
of the castle competition was Ethan Doherty.  Second 
prize went to Nathan Casey and in third place was 
Niall Mooney. Congratulations to these students and 
to all our participants, Adam R Coyle, Luke Boyle, Eoin 
Armstrong, Paedar Brady, Vincent Sheerin, Caoilean 
Black, Harry Stitt, Bryan Douglas, Connall Heaney and 
Ryan Henderson. The Year 9 Model Caravel competition 

Peter Madden 
STAFF NEWS EDITOR
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Art and Design

Ryan Gillespie Winner of Sr Aloysius award

The pupils of St Columb’s 

College are a wonderfully 

creative bunch. Here we 

celebrate their work in 

Art and the hard work put 

into preparing them by all 

members of the Art and 

Design Department.

Mr Kevin O’Donnell
               Head of Art

Art Exhibition A2 & AS

Edward Boyle A2 - Architecture Book Cover

Marty Green A2 - Peace Bridge
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Rory Mullan AS - Grianan View Evening

AS - Grianan Fort Evening

AS - Grianan Hill Evening
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GCSE

 Liam Bradley
GCSE

Eoghan O Carroll, 
GCSE - Hands

 Liam Bradley 
GCSE - 3 Heads

Year 11 Artwork
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Year 10 Ceramics Mexican Day of the Dead

Year 10 2D Clay Relief African Masks

Year 10 Artwork
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Year 9 Artwork Year 8 - Personal Identity
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Year 8 - Ceramics Year 8
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Mr Aidan Lagan has been in St Columb’s College, 

man and boy, for forty - one years, five as a pupil (and 

briefly even a boarder!) and thirty - six as a teacher. He 

commenced his teaching career with us in September 

1979.  In his time on staff he has been Head of Biology 

for 18 years and Head of Science for 5 years. During 

his time he has seen the end of a number of courses 

including the Junior Certificate, of which he was part 

the last group to sit it, O levels, CSEs and GNVQs and 

witnessed the introduction of GCSES, AS /A2 and 

Applied Science. He has survived seven bosses in 

the shape of four Presidents, Monsignor Coulter, Rev 

Ignatius McQuillan, Rev John R Walsh, and the current 

Archbishop of Armagh, Archbishop Eamon Martin and 

three Principals, Mr Paddy Kerr, Mr Sean McGinty and 

Mr FJM Madden.  The above facts are of course all true, 

but only give a shallow insight into the real man. Aidan is 

a gentleman, first and foremost. He has, over the course 

of many years, led both his beloved Biology department, 

and later on the Science department, with great skill, 

warmth and humanity. He has been an inspiration to the 

young and not so young members of the departments 

with his ‘young at heart’ and common sense approach. 

Always open to new ideas, always trying to improve, 

never resting on his previous achievements he was 

gifted with a BS detector second to none. Aidan took his 

subject seriously, his teaching seriously but did not take 

himself seriously. Generous with his time, always acting 

in the best interests of the pupils, he put himself second 

and will be sorely missed. Men like that are difficult to 

replace.

Mr Noel Finn

Retirees

Mr Aidan Lagan

Farewell Mr Aidan Lagan

Mr Enda McAteer began his association with St 
Columb’s in September 1966 when he joined as a first 
year non-boarding pupil. Half the teachers were priests, 
there were no female members of staff and, of course, 
corporal punishment was the norm.  Enda began his 
teaching career with us in September 1976 as a teacher 
of Religious Education and a little Physical Education.  
Most of all, he recalls just how autonomous teachers were
in those days. ‘I did not attend my first staff meeting until 
1981 and my first Departmental meeting was in 1985!’
Enda completed a degree in Business Studies in 
1984, enabling him to branch into other areas of the 
curriculum. He taught Accounting to both O and A Level 
with great success as well as Economics at A Level. At 
the time, classes were very big, with a cohort of four
classes at Lower Sixth and four at Upper Sixth.  Enda 
was appointed Deputy Head of Economics in 1988, 
Head of Business Studies in 1988 and Year Head in 1991.
In his pastoral role, Enda is proudest of the contact he 
has maintained with his pupils over the years. He is still 
in contact with many of our past pupils, especially the 
class of 1998, which included his own son Conor. 
His advice to younger teachers? ‘The classroom is 
the most important part of the job. Anything else is 
peripheral. Concentrate on the classroom and good 
relationships with pupils.’
Fondest memories? The monthly dinners with staff 
members who all started their careers at the same time: 
Paul Wilkins RIP, Amelia Gormley (now McGinnity), Dermot 
Carlin, Rev John Walsh, Jack Gillen, Damian Walls, 
and Vincent Brown, even though Vincent started a year 
earlier. Enda is the last of his contemporaries to retire. 
Enda leaves with enormous regard for his colleagues 
and the belief that the vast majority of the pupils he had 
to deal with over the years have been tremendously 
good. What we will miss is the quiet word, the 
incisive wit and the genuine charity which have been 
characteristics Enda for all of his professional life. 
St Columb’s College salutes Mr Enda McAteer!  

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Mr Enda McAteer

Farewell Mr Enda McAteer

I am blessed to have this opportunity to write 
a few words about my father Dominic’s 
retirement in June 2015. My father has 
worked in St Columb’s College since the 
4th of April 2004. I sent an e-mail asking 
staff thoughts and reflections. I’ve been 
overwhelmed at people’s reactions and 
goodwill. My father’s work I know has been 
an incredibly meaningful time for him and an 
experience he’ll never forget.

My father was a dedicated and hardworking 
groundsman, who was very proud and happy to be part 
of St Columb’s College staff.  He had a great respect 
for all the staff and the boys. Or, as the boys would 
point out occasionally, ‘Is Smiler your da Miss? What 
happened you?’

My father has taught me many things such as how to 
embrace opportunities, treat others with respect, maintain
your principles at all costs, lead with integrity, ask 
questions, learn from others, love honestly, and that 
‘can’t’ is never an option.

Although he is happy to retire, he will be sad to leave his 
work, but he will always have wonderful memories of his 
time in St Columb’s College. 

Many of you have said very kind things about my father 
and these thoughts mean alot to us. 

Your father is a true gentleman, always ready to help 
you in any way he can, he is so gentle and always greets 
you with a smile.  He will be missed by a lot of people 
and I will be one of them. May he enjoy his retirement 
and the very best of luck to him. 

Mrs Jacqueline Boyle

Mr Dominic McLaughlin

Farewell Mr Dominic McLaughlin

 I will miss your father’s smile and wave each 
morning as I drive in to school. He is one of 
life’s gentlemen and will be greatly missed. 

Mrs Philomena MacDermott

I would like to say that Dominic is a 
hardworking and caring person who has 

earned the respect of many. He will be 
sorely missed. 

Ms Fidelma Hegarty

I haven’t known him very long but I do love hearing the 
odd joke or two when approaching the school front 
door. 

Mrs Marlene Mc Laughlin

Dominic has become a friend to so many of us on 
the staff, a man who quietly goes about his work in a 
conscientious manner, where nothing was too much 
bother to him, and yet who would take the time to 
say hello, give you an update on births, deaths and 
marriages in West Inishowen and update you on the 
weather. Dominic has a very positive outlook on life and 
living. I will miss Dominic from the staff as he was my 
positive start to St Columb’s each day crossing the car 
park. 

Mr John Mulhern

We all wish Dominic a long and happy retirement and 
good health to enjoy it. 

Mrs Orla Gallagher
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Mr Brian Trainor

The word ‘legend’ is a word we often hear our pupils 
utter. It is, like all clichés, over-used. However, in this 
case, it is entirely apposite. Brian Trainor has bestrode 
the life of St Columb’s College from starting here as a 
first - year boarder in 1967 until this year 2015 when 
he takes his curtain call. It is difficult to put Brian into a 
category: teacher, leader, inspiration, traveller, raconteur, 
bon viveur, father, grandfather, and sportsman. Brian 
defies facile generalisations. The one thing about Brian 
is that he always says it as he sees it, a trait all too rare 
these days. So where to start?
How’s about Bishop Street September 1967? He was 
allowed home only at term breaks. Brian recalls needing 
a thick skin and pupil pranks and japes that would 
put our current pupils to shame. The punishments 
were harsh indeed by today’s standards. The worst 
punishment though was not being allowed down the 
town on a Saturday. Brian survived eight years.
In September 1979 Brian was appointed to teach 
Physical Education here in St Columb’s. One factor 
helping his longevity as a teacher Brian feels is that he 
has carried out many varied roles. After completing 
a Diploma in Guidance and Counselling, Brian was 
appointed Year Head in September 1990. He also 
started teaching History, a subject he is fascinated by. 
Brian is also very proud of all the skiing trips he helped 
organise.  

As for sporting achievements, generations of Derry men 
remember Brian for his determination to get out there 
on a bad afternoon and do the training with them, his 
generosity of time and spirit in ferrying them to matches 
all over the country and his legendary team talks, none 
of which can be quoted in this austere publication! 
As for the man, in every professional duty Brian 
undertook, he placed quality of relationship at its core. 

Win or lose, Brian could look you in the eye and you 
knew that he cared. It is this quality of relationship which 
will ensure that Brian will never be forgotten by pupils 
and colleagues alike. 

Brian stepped away from the classroom at the end of 
June 2014 only to pop-up as, in his own words, our 
‘odd-job man’. He trained our Year 8 gaelic football 
team, helped out with the senior squad, was involved in 
Geography field trips and did a little supervision.

His proudest memory? The ‘Toplink’ project, where Year 
13 students of Physical Education organised sporting 
events in Foyleview Special School. ‘I got so much out 
of taking these young lads out of their comfort zone. 
This was the best educational experience of my entire 
career.’   

People you miss? His old golfing buddies: Gerry Rainey, 
Liam Galbraith and Raymond ‘Dixie’ Doherty.    

Plans for the future? Brian, needless to say, has that 
all sewn up. With a son in Canada and a daughter in 
Australia with two daughters of her own, Brian can 
indulge his passion for travel. On his ‘bucket list’ lies the 
continent of South America.   

Any advice for younger teachers? ‘Don’t take it too 
seriously. Remember, they are only really children. 
Sometimes teachers forget that.’     

With the retirement of Brian Trainor, St Columb’s loses a 
character in the truest sense of the word. Brian Trainor is 
a renaissance man.  ‘Trainor’s a legend!’

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Farewell Mr Brian Trainor

Mr Kevin O’Donnell’s career in teaching Art and Design 
started in 1977 as an art specialist in St Eugene’s 
Primary School and three years later in St Brecan’s 
High School. He joined the staff of St Columb’s College 
in 1986 where he spent four years as co-ordinator of 
the Art Curriculum for the Junior School on the Bishop 
Street site. In 1990 he moved to the Buncrana road site 
and in 2012 he was appointed Head of Art and Design.

A conscientious and committed teacher, Kevin’s 
main responsibility, within the department, was the 
development of clay and ceramic work. He is an expert 
at ‘throwing’ on the pottery wheel, a technique that, 
over the years, he developed in many pupils with great 
success. It was always a pleasure to visit his class to see 
him captivate, encourage and motivate all his pupils to 
achieve their full potential in all aspects of their artwork.
Always generous with his time he was involved in many 
extra-curricular projects including the prestigious and 
highly successful inter-schools ‘Rivers of the World 
Project’ where he showed his organisational skills. Not 
only has he appeared on stage in School Musicals but 
he has designed and painted the stage sets for various 
school shows.

Kevin’s expertise was also recognised by CCEA when he
became a respected AS/A-level moderator and he was 
always complemented on his detailed and incisive written
reports about various Centres throughout Northern 
Ireland.

He will be fondly remembered by the staff not only for 
his gregarious nature and sense of humour but for all his 
staff-related work. Kevin was secretary of the original 
Staff Representative Council and a founder member of 
the College Staff Association where he made several 
innovative developments including the Pub Quiz and the 
Fashion Show and changes to the annual Christmas 

Mr Kevin O’Donnell

dinner. He has presented retiring staff members with a 
personal gift of a ceramic piece in recognition of their 
time served and their friendship and loyalty. 

Kevin is also a talented guitarist, calligrapher, raconteur, 
monologue writer, fisherman and baker. Many a 
time during INSET days we enjoyed a slice of his 
delicious apple pie. He could rightly be described as a 
‘renaissance man’ but with feet of clay.

Kevin’s unique contribution to the Art and Design 
Department and to the life of the school overall will be 
sorely missed by everyone. We wish him all the best in 
his well-earned retirement and hope he will find plenty 
of time for his hobbies and of course his grandchildren. 
Adieu.

Mr Malachy McGonagle

Farewell Mr Kevin O’Donnell
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Farewell Mr John Donaghy

Mr John Donaghey

Mr John Donaghey began working in St Columb’s in 
September 1979. Initially employed as a member of the 
French Department, he also taught Latin. A stalwart of 
St Columb’s Bishop Street, John soon began to teach 
History and remained a member of this Department until 
his retirement in 2014. Following the relocation of the 
entire school to the Buncrana Road site in 1997, John 
and his Bishop Street colleagues sometimes lamented 
the move and often spoke with affection about the 
building and the community spirit that had developed 
there. As a past pupil of the school, John has had a long 
and happy association with the College.

John soon became a regular fixture in Room 36, very 
much at the heart of the school. His lessons were 
notable for their engagement, erudition and humour. 
To fall foul of one of John’s celebrated reprimands 
was something of a rite of passage for the pupils who 
simply loved going to his classes. They enjoyed his 
teaching style and his wit and wisdom. His concern for 
his pupils was at the heart of all that he did which won 
him great respect and admiration from the pupils over 
the years. There was always hard work when you went 
to ‘Shando’s class’ but there was also always craic 
too. To say that John was something of a ‘legend’ is to 
completely minimise how he was perceived by the pupils 
and to understate the high regard that they had for him. 
It is a mark of some distinction that John is often the first 
teacher that past pupils enquire about when you meet 
them.

Generous with his time, John was present on a variety 
of foreign trips in support of the language development 
of the pupils and the broadening of their educational 
experience. In his free time, John enjoyed darts and won 
many accolades for this talent. He was very passionate 
about sport in general and as a result, he also engaged 
fully in the extra-curricular life of the school by coaching 

gaelic football teams on a regular basis. He was part of 
the coaching team which won the Dalton Cup. John also 
coached a variety of teams for Doire Colmcille, a club 
which enjoys a long association with our school. These 
excursions and away days at matches provided John 
with a range of engaging anecdotes that he often shared 
with colleagues.

John was widely known to have had an almost 
encyclopaedic knowledge on a wide range of subjects 
but wore his learning lightly, often surprising people in 
conversation with a breadth of understanding on many 
topics. This stood him in good stead as he steered 
many St Columb’s quiz teams to regional success and 
also a national final in Dublin of the Credit Union Quiz 
competition. His knowledge of the pupils that he had 
taught over the years was also impressive. This was 
coupled with a down-to-earth approach to life and its 
challenges gleaned from a broad experience and a 
common sense attitude to all things. John was above 
all a very loyal friend who was a good listener and 
dispensed honest and sound advice to all that sought it. 
He was a warm hearted teacher with an uncomplicated 
faith and a positive regard for the whole school community. 

John enjoyed participating fully in all staff meetings 
and was always willing to try new teaching methods 
and be innovative in his approach in the ever-changing 
world of education. This enthusiasm for excellence and 
endeavour and his high regard for the pupils in his care 
did not diminish as he reached the end of his career. He 
is sorely missed in the History Department and by his 
friends generally on the staff and we wish him a long and 
happy retirement.

Mr John Johnston

St Columb’s College
Senior Annual PrizeGiving 2015

Pictured at St Columb’s College annual Prize Distribution are seated from left, Dominic McCaw, Trinidad Valencera
Prize for Spanish, Sean McKenna, Duais Chlub Dhoire Cholmcille Don Ghaelige prize, Ronan Meenan Doctor McDowell
Prize for French and Martin Brolly, Faller Prize for German. Standing from left are, Ms Marion Lübbeke, Head of German, 

Ms Padraigin Ní Mhaonaigh, Board of Governors, Dr Suzanne Funnell, Head of French and Miss Patricia Hughes, 
Senior Teacher (Key Stage 3)

Garry Mallett receives The Laureates’ 
Prize from Archbishop Charles Brown, 
Guest Speaker at St Columb’s College 
annual Prize Distribution Included 
from left are, Mr FJM Madden, 
Principal and Mr Patrick Kelly, 
Board of Governors.

Thomas Chambers receives the 
Monsignor Coulter Award for 

Humanities from Archbishop Charles 
Brown, Guest Speaker at St Columb’s 

College annual Prize Distribution 
Included from left are, 

Mr FJM Madden, Principal and 
Mr Patrick Kelly, Board of Governors.
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Daniel Cosgrove receives the 
Monsignor Coulter Award for 
Mathematics and Science from 
Archbishop Charles Brown, Guest 
Speaker at St Columb’s College 
annual Prize Distribution Included from 
left are, Mr FJM Madden, Principal 
and Mr Patrick Kelly, Board of 
Governors.

Christopher Fagan and Niall 
O’Donnell-Curley receive the James 

Toland Memorial Prize for Modern 
Languages from Archbishop Charles 

Brown, Guest Speaker at St Columb’s 
College annual Prize Distribution 

Included from left are, 
Mr FJM Madden, Principal and 

Mr Patrick Kelly, Board of Governors.

Paul Ferris receives The John McDaid 
Memorial Prize from Mrs Pauline 
McDaid at St Columb’s College annual 
Prize Distribution. Included from left 
are from Mr FJM Madden, Principal, 
Archbishop Charles Brown, 
Guest Speaker and Mr Patrick Kelly, 
Board of Governors.

Pictured at St Columb’s College 
annual Prize Distribution are from left, 

Mr Thomas Bradley, Ciaran Ball, 
The Father Seamus McCauley 
Memorial Prize for Psychology, 

Mr Brian Keys, Sarah-Hannah Ward, 
St Cecilia’s College, The St Columb’s 

Partner Schools’ Prize, Archbishop 
Charles Brown, Daithi Keenan, The 

Health and Social Care Prize and 
Mrs Sandra Duffy, Board of Governors.

Pictured at St Columbs College annual Prize Distribution are seated from left, Ben Doherty, Tony Furey Award for 
Sporting Excellence, Conal Duffy, Walsh Family Prize for Sport and Physical Education, Jack Higgins, Derry City FC 

Prize for Soccer and Paul Ferris, Brendan Dolan Award for Gaelic Football. Standing from left are Mr Brian Keys, 
Vice-Principal, Mr Eamonn Burns, Head of PE, Frank Callaghan, The Basketball Prize, Mr Shaun McElhinney, Board of 

Governors, Martin Lynch, Tom Dunbar Award for Commitment and Mr Conan McGonagle, Friends of St Columb’s.

Pictured at St Columb’s College annual Prize Distribution are seated from left, Callum O’Hagan, The City of Derry Rugby 
Club Prize, Callum O’Brien, Conal Casey Prize for Swimming, Martin McGeady, Regan Award for Athletics and 

Thomas Chambers, Eugene O’Hare Chess Prize. Standing from left are, Mr Conan McGonagle, Friends of St Columb’s  
Mr Thomas Bradley, Vice-Principal, Mr Eamonn Burns, Head of PE, Mr Brian Keys, Vice-Principal and 

Dr Rory McLaughlin, Board of Governors.
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Pictured at St Columb’s College annual Prize Distribution are seated from left, Sean Duffy, Artistic Endeavour Prize, 
Michael Hegarty, Paul Wilkins Award as the Leading GCSE English Literature Candidate, Gerald Doherty, 

Sean McGonagle Memorial Trophy as the leading GCSE Irish Candidate, Caolan Flanagan, Peter Gallagher Award for 
Excellence in Debate/Public Speaking in Irish. Standing from left are, Mr Tony McGonagle, Acting Head of English,

Mr Kevin O’Donnell, Head of Art and Design, Peter Gallagher, President’s Prize as the leading GCSE Additional 
Mathematics Candidate, Mr Donal Chambers, Head of Year 12 and Mrs Miriam McMullan, Head of Mathematics.

Pictured at St Columb’s College annual Prize Distribution are seated from left, Rory Mullan, McCarroll Prize for English, 
Martin McGeady, Fr McElhinney Award for Geography, Thomas McGowan, Bishop’s Prize for Religious Studies, 

Ruairi Gallen, The John Hume Prize for Government and Politics. Standing from left, Mr Martin McIlveen, Senior Teacher 
KS IV, Mr Tony McGonigle, Acting Head of English, Mr Donal Chambers, Co-ordinator of Drama, Brendan McGilligan, 
Classical Studies Prize, Mrs Margaret Hannaway, Board of Governors, Mrs Nuala McGonagle, Head of Geography and 

Mr Liam Boyle, Head of Government and Politics.

Students from St Columb’s College who received awards during the annual senior school Prize Distribution, seated from 
left are, Eamon Doohan, Lawrence Duffy Award for Mathematics, Colum Ferry, The Professor Philip G Gormley Prize 
for Further Mathematics, Matthew Peoples, Biology Prize, Diarmuid Doherty, Chemistry Prize. Standing from left are, 

Mr Noel Flynn, Head of Chemistry, Ethan Brown, Bank of Ireland Award for Physics, Mr Aidan Lagan, Head of Science, 
Michael O’Connell, The Applied Science Prize, Mrs Miriam McMullan, Head of Mathematics, Mrs Margaret Hannaway, 

Board of Governors and Mr Vincent Doherty, Head of Physics.

Pictured at St Columb’s College Senior Prize Distribution are seated from left, Christopher Fagan, Niall O’Kane 
Memorial Prize for Social Concern, Conor Breslin and Andrew Stanway, Niall McBrearty Memorial Prize, Conor McLain, 

The Derry Charismatic Service Committee Prize. Standing from left are, Mr John Thompson, President, St Columb’s 
College Union, Ryan Kelly, representing The Lourdes Youth Team, McCann Family Prize, Mrs Margaret Hannaway, 

Board of Governors and Mr John Peoples. 



The Columban 2015 The Columban 2015

66 67

Pictured at St Columb’s College 
annual Senior Prize Distribution 
are seated from left, Ethan Cooley, 
Applied Business (Single Award) Prize, 
Adam Laird, ICT Prize and Christopher 
Campbell, Applied ICT Prize. Standing 
from left are, Mr Thomas Bradley, 
Vice-Principal, Mrs Lorraine Hegarty, 
Head of ICT, Mrs Margaret Hannaway, 
Board of Governors, Mr Sean 
McAteer, Head of Business Studies, 
Mr Brian Keys, Vice-Principal.

Pupils from St Columb’s College who received awards at the school’s annual Prize Distribution. Seated from left are, 
Matthew Kelly, Design and Technology Prize, Aodhan Bradley, Conair McCloskey, Lucasz Myszak, Andrew Stanway, 

Construction Prize and Conor O’Kane, Fr McCarron Prize for Art and Design. Standing from left are, Mr John Johnston, 
Senior Teacher Post 16, Mr Kevin O’Donnell, Head of Art and Design, Ryan Gillespie, First Trust Bank History of 

Art and Design Prize, Tiarnan McCartney, The Moving Image Arts Prize, Conor MacBride, Redmond Friel Prize for Music, 
Dylan Deery, The Seagate Engineering Prize, Miss Orla McLaughlin, Acting Head of Moving Image and 

Mr Brendan McGinn, Head of Music.

Mr FJM Madden, Principal and
Mr John Peoples, Head of Year 14 

pictured with Ryan Kelly, Colum Ferry 
and Christopher Fagan who received 
awards for 6 years Full Attendance at 

St Columb’s College
Senior Prize Distribution.

Gerald Doherty receives the Sean McGonagle 
Memorial Trophy as the leading GCSE Irish 

Candidate at St Columb’s College from 
Mrs Patrice McConnell (Head of Irish).

Michael Hegarty who has received the Paul Wilkins Award 
as the leading GCSE English Literature Candidate at 

St Columb’s College pictured with 
Mr Tony McGonigle (Acting  Head of English).

Peter Gallagher from St Columb’s College who has 
received the President’s Prize as the leading GCSE 

Additional Mathematics Candidate pictured with 
Miss Caroline Ferguson, Mathematics Teacher.

Peter Madden receivers the Fr Philip Donnelly Prize as the 
leading GCSE History Candidate at St Columb’s College 

from Mrs Caroline McLaughlin (Head of History) and 
Mr John Johnston (Senior Teacher Post 16), at 

St Columb’s College Senior Prizegiving.

Mr FJM Madden (Principal) of St Columb’s College pictured with pupils who were Year 12 2013/14 Top Candidates 
in one subject at GCSE Seated from left are, Gerald Doherty, Irish, Jamie Gamble, German, Niall McCallion, French, 
Liam Bradley, Art and Design, Sean Lawrance, Applied Business, Peter Gallagher, Additional Mathematics. Standing 

from left are, Mr Martin McIlveen, (Senior Teacher KS4, Aodhan Foster, Religious Studies, Jamie Hutton, Spanish, 
Emmett Hargan, Physical Education (Single Award), Eoin McElhinney, Physical Education (Double Award), 

Aodhan Burke, Technology and Design and Mr Donal Chambers, Year Head.
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St Columb’s College Principal Mr FJM Madden pictured with students who are Top Candidates in three subjects 
at GCSE Level. Included from left are, Andrew Ross, English, Moving Image Arts & Music, Michael Hegarty, 

English Literature, Mathematics & Science (Double Award Modular) and Peter Madden, Geography, History & Spanish. 
Included are Mr Donal Chambers (Year Head),and Mr Martin McIlveen (Senior Teacher KS4). 

Peter Madden, Michael Hegarty and 
Aodhan Foster from St Columb’s 
College who jointly received the 
Bishop Farren Memorial Prize which is 
awarded to the pupils who obtained 
the highest point score in St Columb’s 
College over their best 10 subjects 
at GCSE Included are Mr Martin 
McIlveen, (Senior Teacher KS4) and 
Mr FJM Madden (Principal).

St Columb’s College pupils, Oran Campbell, 
Timothy Cullen, Cormac Carroll and 

Odhran Doherty who received The Sentinus 
Team R & D (Engineering) Gold Crest Award 

at the college’s Senior Prize Distribution.  
Included are, Mr FJM Madden (Principal), 

Mr Liam Burns (Teacher) and
Mr John Johnston (Senior Teacher Post 16). 

Mr FJM Madden (Principal) of St Columb’s College pictured with students who have received The Pope John Paul II Award,
Gold Award at the school’s annual Prize Distribution. Included are Mr John Peoples (Year Head), 

Mr John Johnston (Senior Teacher Post 16) and Mr Paul McGarry (Co-ordinator of the Pope John Paul II). 

Year 11 2013/2014 Academic Prizewinners from St Columb’s College pictured with Mr FJM Madden (Principal), 
Mr Martin McIlveen (Senior Teacher KS4), Mrs Margaret Hannaway (Year Head). 
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Pupils from St Columb’s College who received awards for Sustained Commitment  pictured with, 
Mrs Margaret Hannaway (Year Head), Mr Martin McIlveen (Senior Teacher KS4) and Mr FJM Madden (Principal). 

Pupils from St Columb’s College who have received Sustained Improvement awards pictured with 
Mr FJM Madden (Principal) and Mrs Margaret Hannaway (Year Head). 

Seated are, Steven Bulloch, Left and Declan Laynott, standing are Tom Kelly and Darragh Carlin, Right.

Dermot McCrossan from St Columb’s 
College who has received the Overall 
Commitment Prize, Year 11 pictured 
with Margaret Hannaway (Year Head) 
and Mr FJM Madden (Principal). 

St Columb’s College pupil 
Thomas Chambers, who is the new 

Foyle representative in the 
Youth Parliament pictured with 

Mr FJM Madden (Principal) and 
Mr Ryan Horner (Student Voice 

Development Officer), left.
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Ross McCartney Prize for History

Mr FJM Madden, Principal 
St Columb’s College, 
Mrs Caroline McLaughlin, 
Head of History, Thomas Chambers 
and Mr John Johnston, 
Head of Senior School.

Flannery Prize for Physics

Mr FJM Madden, Principal 
St Columb’s College, 

Mr Vincent Doherty, Head of Physics, 
Oisin Herron and Miss Elaine Kerr.

College Union Prize

Mr FJM Madden, Principal 
St Columb’s College, 
Garry Mallett and Mr John Thompson, 
College Union President.

St Columb’s College welcomes back 
top A-Level achievers, September 2015

Colm Cille Foundation Prize
Mrs Margaret Hannaway, Teacher Governor, Ciaran Ball, Mr Mark McConnellogue, Head of RE and Mr FJM Madden, 

Principal St Columb’s College.

Year 14 A-Level Top Achievers
Back Row: Eamon Doohan, Ryan Stewart, Oisin Herron, Christopher Fagan, Diarmaid Doherty, Martin McGeady, 

Thomas Chambers, Oran Campbell, Thomas McGowan, Garry Mallett, Mr Brian Keys, Vice-Principal St Columb’s College.
Front Row: Mr FJM Madden, Principal St Columb’s College, Ciaran Ball, Martin Brolly, Ryan Kelly, Mr John Thompson, 

College Union President, Conal Duffy, Matthew Peoples, Sean McKenna, Mr John Peoples, Head of Year 14, 2014-2015.
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Music

Another busy year lay ahead for Music in 2014/15 and 
it all began in earnest with an excellent choral rendition 
of Elbow’s ‘One Day Like This’ at the Junior Prize giving 
in mid-October 2014. Our attention then turned to the 
Carol Service at Pennyburn and yet again it turned out 
to be another beautiful service for the staff, pupils and 
parents. Conor McLain’s performance of ‘O Holy Night’ 
had the congregation spellbound with the Choir and 
Senior Wind Band also providing music of an excellent 
standard.  Shortly afterwards members of the Wind 
Band entertained the residents of Culmore Manor as 
part of a special Carol Service, ably supported by Year 
13 Curriculum Enrichment students. 

Open Night in Term 
two always proves 
to be success within 
the department and 
the entertainment 
on show was of a 
high quality. Cormac 
Doherty (piano), Mark 
Doherty (bass guitar) 
and Ryan Campbell 

(decks), all GCSE students, were among some of the 
performers that night.  In February, the staff traditional 
group, prepared by Miss Priscilla Connolly, was invited 
back to the Pope John Paul II awards ceremony and the 
guests at both ceremonies were treated to a selection of 
popular dance tunes and airs.

The Senior Prizegiving in early March 2015 became the 
focus for the department and all in attendance were 
treated to an outstanding performance by the Year 
14 group of ‘Stuck in the middle with you’ by Stealers 
Wheel, under the direction of Mrs Margaret Burns. 

As a result of this success the group was invited 
to perform at a Greater Shantallow Partnership 
Concert and to similar acclaim. The department 
also provided music at a FLC conference and 
Oisin Murphy and John Shiels performed 
polished acoustic standards before the gathering.

Most energy in term two, however, was focused on 
preparation for the Spring Concert 2015 and the variety 
of solo and ensemble performances on show reflected 
the great talent and potential in this school. Highlights 
included Jordan Villa’s rap, solos from Robert Kelly,
Odhran Friel, Conor MacBride and Lucian McCauley, Paul 
Cutliffe’s performance on saxophone and the many ensembles 
and orchestras including the choir, wind band, traditional group 
and string orchestra. Here is a selection of the performers.
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Term three began with an 
invitation for the traditional 
group to perform at the 
tenth anniversary celebration 
of Damian House and it 
was a privilege to have been 
part of this special occasion, 
with the staff and pupils 
entertaining all guests with a 
selection of traditional tunes. 

The visit of Professor Cathal Breslin, past pupil, in early 
June proved to be one of the highlights of the year. 
Cathal and his wife, Sabrina Hu, on flute entertained 
the Year 8 year group, moving then to the Music 
Department for a question & answer session which 
was a most beneficial experience for the senior music 
students. Cathal spoke openly about the journey from 
student to world-renowned performer and fielded many 
probing questions throughout the session.

June continued to be a busy month with the St Columba’s 
celebratory mass in which staff members Mr Darren 

A week later the school was part of the Music City 
weekend with Ryan Campbell performing a DJ set in the 
city throughout the weekend and Nathan McClintock 
performing his vocal debut on the Newmarket stage.

The final event of the year involved the very successful 
World War I connected learning project ‘The Trenches’ 
by the Year 10 group and Mr Darren Barr expertly 
performed the bugle call on cornet followed by an 
excellent self-penned war song by Cahal O’Connell and 
finishing with a promising solo on clarinet by Jacob Sheerin.

As I write this article we are in the middle of auditions for 
our school show ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ which promises to be 
something special. Keep the dates of December 1st  to 
3rd free and get booking!

Mr Brendan McGinn

Barr, Miss Lisa Doherty, Miss Priscilla Connolly and 
Mr John Peoples provided music as part of the 
service. Grandparents’ day followed and this was 
a wonderful occasion for the school community 
including a number of very talented Year 8 pupils 
performing solos.

77
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St Columb’s College opened its doors 
on the icy evening of Tuesday January 
20th 2015 for its annual Open Evening at 
7pm. Crowds started arriving early and 
by the time of Mr FJM Madden’s first talk 
of the evening the Assembly Hall was full 
to bursting with eager parents and their 
sons, all waiting to hear about our school 
and to get a taste of its atmosphere. The 
theme for this year’s Open Evening was 
‘St Columb’s College - Excellence in 
e-Learning’. 

They were not to be disappointed. Armed with a copy 
of our very fine prospectus they made their way to the 
Assembly Hall. After an opening prayer from Ms Ruth 
Byrne, they were addressed by Mr FJM Madden who, in 
his address, made reference to the care and attention 
our school pays to the settling in process for Year 8 pupils, 
the high quality teaching and learning here at St Columb’s 
and the excellence of our Pastoral Care Team. Year 8 
pupils Ethan Doherty, Ryan Given, Eoin Hughes and 
Nathan Casey spoke to parents about how well they 
found the settling in process to work and how vibrant 
student life is here at St Columb’s. Finally, parents and 
prospective pupils were addressed by Head Boy Paul 
Ferris who, in his speech, highlighted how proud he was 
to be a pupil of St Columb’s and both the excellence of 
teaching and relationship that exists in our school. 

There was so much variety on view on the night. In the 
foyer, parents and children were entertained by our Irish 
Traditional music group whilst admiring our collection 

Open Night 2015

of sporting trophies. The PE Department 
showcased basketball in the Sports 
Hall and our 3G pitch. In Mathematics, 
parents saw our pupils working on 
problem solving activities whilst at 
the same time being presented to the 
usefulness of mathematics in the real 
world of work. Design and Technology 
featured pupil work on display as well as 
the perennial favourite Laser Cutter. 

Engineering targeted parents with 
information leaflets. The English Department featured a 
poetry competition as well as a bookmark workshop. In 
the corridor leading to the canteen there was a display 
highlighting the work of our Student Representative 
Council. Music featured guitars and piano performances 
and the practical application of music through music 
technology. Drama and the making of St Brigid’s crosses
were the main attractions of our Religious Studies 
Department. Geography chipped in with a fair trade 
tasting session as well as featuring how thinking skills 
help our young geographers to make progress. History 
was re-enacted through drama, model castles and 
interactive displays. 

In languages, French featured food tasting, a quiz 
and presentation on the French Trip. In German there 
were active learning activities, a quiz and a slideshow. 
Irish focused on iPad activities, with the e-book in Irish 
proving a big hit. Spanish also featured iPad activities 
such as the Socrative app as well as tapas, pupil work 
and photographs of the Spanish trip. Mandarin Chinese 

In our library there were presentations 
on resources and our accelerated reader 
programme. Politics and Ancient History 
displayed resources and artefacts. 
Information Technology displayed pupils’ 
work and practical projects as well as 
Scratch and Hans-On PC Time. 

The Careers Department featured personal 
career planning, making choices of both 
subjects to study at GCSE and A Level 
as well as universities with the overall 
theme of ‘creating a line of sight to work.’

As ever, the Home Economics 
Department proved most popular, with 
the sampling of cookery demonstrations 
being a fitting climax to a night of wonder. 

Many thanks to all those who helped 
make our Open Night 2015 such a 
success, especially the Herculean efforts 
of Mrs Catherine O’Hagan, who co-
ordinated the night with much aplomb. 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

was on display in an active learning 
display outside Room 13. There was also 
an environmental display in the languages 
corridor.

The Art corridor and the Link Area came 
alive visually, as the artistic talents of our 
pupils came to the fore. In the Display 
Area there was an excellent connected 
learning project display. 2D and 3D 
projects featured heavily in the art rooms, 
as well as an anti-bullying competition 
display. Moving Image Arts featured 
movie-making activities and film shows in 
our state of the art iMac Suite. 

Biology featured dissections, histology 
slides and microbiology. Chemistry 
showcased the Thermit Reaction, 
Dragon’s Breath, Flaming Hands, the 
Volcano Reaction and the non-burning 
£5 note! Physics focused attention on 
sound, electricity, forces and waves as 
well as the Sentinus Engineering Project. 
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Past Pupils ‘career’ around the City Hotel!

Past Pupils’
News

Sam Thompson 
PAST PUPILS’ EDITOR

No, it’s not the College Union dinner! On the morning 
of Thursday April 23rd 2015 the inaugural ‘Careers 
Carousel’ was held in the City Hotel and proved to be 
a fantastic hit. Mrs Stacey Beatty, Head of Careers, 
came up with the idea of enlisting the help of our Past 
Pupils to talk to all of our Year 13 pupils in groups of 
eight for fifteen minutes at a time about their careers 
and the necessary skills and attributes 
in order to succeed in an ever more 
competitive jobs market. 
Step forward twenty one alumni, who 
for three hours shared their unique 
insights into the world of work, as well 
as their experience of being a college 
boy. Taking the event outside of the 
confines of a school Assembly Hall 

St Columb’s Past Pupils, Careers Monitors and current staff members

turned this into a truly professional jobs forum, yet with 
the warmth of connection and shared values between 
speaker and audience. The sense of community was 
palpable on a sunny morning in a beautiful conference 
suite overlooking the Peace Bridge and the Guildhall. 
Sean Devlin’s photographs brilliantly capture the magic 
of what we all hope will become a much looked forward 

to annual event. Hats off to both the 
Careers Department and our Past 
Pupils for a morning which made 
everyone present reflect upon just 
how special the link is between our 
alumni and our current pupils. Long 
may it continue!

Mr Brendan O’Donnell 
Photographs by Sean Devlin

Mr Mark Durkan MP  and 

Mr FJM Madden

Mr Adam McConnell Mr Aidan McGeown

Mr Conor Doherty Mr EJ Lynch

Dr Simon O’Hagan
Mr Damien Gallagher and

Mr Padraig Canavan

Mr Eamonn MacDermott Mr John Donaghy
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Mr Mark Durkan MP Mr Mark Durkan MP

Mr Paul Beales

Dr Simon O’Hagan

Mr Padraig Canavan

Alumnus Illustrissimus and Annual Dinner 2014
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Cathal Breslin has been praised worldwide as one of the 
most exciting pianists of his generation with critical 
acclaim such as “superb intensity and passion” (Cleveland 
Plain Dealer), “energized and energizing” (Belfast 
Telegraph), “a deep connection to the music” (Tampa 
Oracle), and “noble poetry” (The Independent, London). 
Born in Derry, Northern Ireland, a growing international 
career has taken him to concert halls throughout 
Europe, U.S.A. and Asia, including halls such as 
Carnegie Hall in New York, Wigmore Hall in London, and 
the National Center for the Performing Arts in Beijing.

Cathal Breslin is a concert pianist of worldwide renown, 
and a former pupil of St Columb’s College from 1990 
to 1997, now living in Memphis, Tennessee. Has 
performs extensively as a concert pianist in concert 
halls throughout Europe, America and Asia. In 2008 he 
founded the Walled City Music Festival with his wife, 
American flautist Sabrina Hu. In 2014, their Festival is 
in its sixth year, and it has featured artists such as the 
Kronos Quartet, Sir James Galway, Katia and Marielle 
Labèque, Augustin Dumay, Dmitry Sitkovetsky, Jan 
Vogler, Raphael Wallfisch, Jeffrey Zeigler, Jonathan 
Lemalu, the Brodsky Quartet,the  Fitzwilliam Quartet, the  
Houston Winds, Svetozar Ivanov, Kirill Troussov and Ye-
Eun Choi among many others. 
We were delighted when in June 2015 he contacted 
the school to let us know he was in town and would be 
delighted to meet up with our music students and give a 
recital. It was a simply spell-binding morning, and all who 
were present marveled at his sheer talent. Our pupils, 
especially our pupils of music, drew great inspiration from 
Cathal’s gifts. Critics rave about Cathal’s passion and 
intensity on the keyboard and it is no exaggeration to 
state that he simply blew away the audience gathered in 
his alma mater.    
He has performed as soloist with many orchestras, 
including the Turin Philharmonic in Italy, the National 
Symphony Orchestra of Ireland, the Ulster Orchestra, 
Camerata Ireland, the RTÉ Concert Orchestra and the 
the National Youth Orchestra of Ireland.  Cathal has 
played duo recitals with violinists Augustin Dumay, Dmitry 
Sitkovetsky, Kirill Troussov and Ye-Eun Choi, cellists Jan 

Concert Pianist Cathal Breslin returns to St Columb’s

Vogler, Raphael Wallfisch and Jeffrey 
Zeigler and flautists Richard Sherman 
and Sabrina Hu among many others.
His competition wins have included  
the 2007 Viotti International Piano 
Competition in Vercelli/Milan, Italy, 
the 2007 Iowa International Piano 
Competition, the 2004 Carlet 
International Piano Competition in 
Valencia, Spain, the 2004 Grand 
Konzerteum International Piano 
Competition in Athens and the 
2003 AXA Dublin International Piano 
Competition, at which he won the 
Brennan prize and the John Field prize. 
Cathal’s live performances have been 
broadcast on BBC Radio 3 (including 
“In Tune” and “Recital”), BBC Radio 
Ulster, RTE, RTHK Hong Kong, RTVE 

Spain, and on television in Japan, China, Hong Kong, 
Spain and Ireland. He recorded extensively for the 
European Broadcasting Union, for example solo sonatas 
for the Mozart Project 2006 and a Takemitsu Piano 
Concerto with the RTE Concert Orchestra for the Poets 
and Literature Series 2010. These recordings have been 
broadcast worldwide throughout the EBU network.
Cathal began his third level education at the Royal 
College of Music in London with John Barstow (1997-
2001), receiving a BMus (Hons) Degree with Distinction. 
From 2001-3 he studied at the Royal Northern College 
of Music in Manchester with Kathryn Stott, Benjamin 
Frith and Alexander Melnikov, graduating with a Masters 
of Music with Distinction, Postgraduate Diploma and 
Professional Performance Diploma. From 2003-5 he 
was at the Real Conservatorio Superior de Musica de 
Madrid with Joaquín Soriano. From 2005 until 2008 he 
was a teaching assistant at the University of Michigan as 
a Fulbright Scholar, graduating with a Doctor of Musical 
Arts Degree in Piano Performance, studying with Arthur 
Greene. For three years he was adjunct faculty in piano 
performance, collaborative piano, and chamber music at 
the National University of Ireland at Maynooth and at the 
Queen’s University in Belfast. He then joined the piano 
faculty at Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania and 
Bucknell University in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania.  He is 
currently Assistant Professor of Piano at the Rudi E. 
Scheidt School of Music, University of Memphis, 
Tennessee. Mr Brendan O’Donnell

St Columb’s College Past Pupils’ Union Annual Golf 
Outing, Greencastle Golf Club, June 2015
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So what do I do..?

Seagate makes read/write heads for computer drives. 
We are a world-wide company employing many 
thousands of people. We are a major employer here in 
Derry since 1993. 

I’ve worked at Seagate since graduating in Electrical 
Engineering from Queens University Belfast back in 
1998. I started in the Equipment Support Group, then as 
a Six Sigma Black Belt, and then as a Process Engineer. 
More recently, I’ve spent the last five years working 
within the Factory Controls Team, first as a Workflow 
Automation Engineer and now recently working within 
Data Analytics.

The Factory Controls Team are responsible for delivering 
solutions to the business that allow us to maintain 
Control of the many processing steps required in the 
read/write head build. This is done via data collection, 
data analysis, business process automation, prediction, 
statistical process control, tool data collection, fault 
detection and image analysis. 

Where I work

My role specifically is to explore new analytical/machine 
learning techniques and apply them to our data streams
to deliver automated/advanced solutions to the 
engineering teams for improvement in our product quality,
through better prediction, detection and containment.

It is a challenging role, as the landscape is always 
changing and new problems are always emerging. We 
use cutting-edge technology and systems as well as 
collaborative research both externally and internally to 
constantly improve what we do. We receive a lot of 
training to help us build the knowledge within our team 
combined with seminars and conferences to ensure we 
are world- class in the systems we provide and the ways 
in which they are deployed.

The read/write heads are produced 
on eight inch wafers with one hundred 
thousand devices per wafer. We use 
over one hundred different types of 
chemicals, compounds and elements 
during processing. We collect a lot 
of data with approximately 1.3 million 
individual measurement points per 
week and over four hundred million 
electrical test measurements every 
week. We never stop, with the 

Mr Paul Beales is a past pupil 
of St Columb’s College. His 

son Adam is currently 
in Year 12. Adam asked
his dad to write 
something about 
where he works. Paul 
works just over the 
road from our school 

in Seagate. Here he 
tells us about what he 

does and the challenges of 
his role. 

building operating on a 24/7 basis. Once complete, 
the wafers are shipped to Asia, where they are sliced 
up and assembled onto gimbals, tested, assembled 
into complete drives, tested again, then shipped to our 
customers around the world.

We are one of only six recording head units in the world, 
with our Springtown unit spanning 47, 500 square feet 
with 87,000 square feet of cleanroom space, allowing 
us to produce over one billion recording transducers per 
year. We have a sister fabrication site in Minneapolis. 
Springtown produces 70% of the internal demand 
and 25% of the world’s recording head demands. We 
employ 1350 people, and among our staff we have 
sixty PHD’s, seventy-five Masters Degrees and three 
hundred and fifty- four Degree Level holders. Over 50% 
of our workforce 
has more than 
ten years’ 
experience. We 
proudly celebrated 
our twentieth 
anniversary here in 
Derry in 2013.

In summary...

Seagate has been in Derry since 1993. To the 
passer-by it is just a big white building and 
most people do not stop to think about what 
is going on in there. In actual fact, Seagate 
features world-class manufacturing techniques, 
cutting-edge processing equipment, a wealth 
of engineering and manufacturing knowledge 
and 1,350 valued staff members all of whom 
contribute to our success. One in every 
four storage devices in the world contains a 
component built right here on our doorstep in 
that big white building opposite St Columb’s. 

Mr Paul Beales
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St Columb’s College Past Pupils’ Union

To join you have three options:

1. Telephone the school (028 7128 5000) 

 and ask to speak to Dermot Carlin

2. Visit www.stcolumbs.com  

 and go to Microsites - 

 Past Pupils’ Union

3. Email ppu902@stcolumbs.com

St Columb’s College Schools Plate Final Team 2014/15.
Back Row: Mr Nathan Deeney (coach), Ronan Finn, Callum O’Hagan, Aaron Michaeledis, Jordan Green, Liam Cullen, 

Caolan McFadden, Adam Duddy, Peter Sheerin, Declan Allen, Oran McTaggart, Daniel Wright, Ciaran Lonergan, 
Nathan Moore, Mr Lee Mosby (coach)

Front Row: Niall Nash, Ryan O’Hagan, Ronan Burns, Andrew Ross, Ciaran Norris, Jacob Heaney-Henderson, 
Jack McGeehan, Timothy Higgins, Jack McLaughlin.

Sport

St Columb’s rugby teams have again had a successful 
season and display plenty of promise as College rugby 
continues to build into the future. The Under 18 side 
has had a particularly successful season. They reached 
the semi-final stage of their local North West League 
competition and were particularly unlucky not to reach 
the final. The 2014 /15 season was the third season that 
the Under 18 side has been competing in the Schools’ 
Cup 3rd team competition against well-established 
rugby schools. They acquitted themselves admirably 
with hard fought victories over Coleraine Academical 
Institute, St Columbas, and Dalriada. An impressive 

run in the plate competition saw them reach the final 
where they eventually lost to a very strong Wallace XV. 
Declan Allen’s leadership skills as captain were very 
much at the forefront of the side’s strong performances. 
In addition, the likes of Niall Nash and Jacob Heaney-
Henderson have had excellent seasons in the backline, 
whilst forwards such as Aaron Michaeledis, Jordan 
Green, Ronan Finn, and Oran McTaggart have all played 
particularly well this season. Nathan Moore constantly 
took the game to the opposition with a never-ending 
stream of thunderous runs and tackles. The stand-
out performer for the Under 18 team has been Callum 

Rugby Season 2014 /2015

Adham Concannon 

SPORTS EDITOR
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O’Hagan. The free running back ran in 12 tries this 
season, bagging two ‘try hat-tricks’ in the process. 
Callum is part of the Ulster Under 18 Clubs’ side and 
rightfully earned the St Columb’s College player of the 
season award.

The Under 16 team had a successful season. They 
performed well in their local North West League beating 
Lisneal and narrowly missing out to Strabane Academy. 
A significant number of the team now comprise of 
players who play regularly for the City of Derry rugby 
club outside of school and their increased playing 
experience was very much evident in the team’s 
performances in the High Schools’ Trophy. They 
achieved notable wins on the road against Slemish 
College and Carrick College. They eventually lost out to 
Dromore at the quarter final stage of the competition. A 
number of players have had strong seasons, with Aaron 

Michaeledies leading from the front as team captain and 
Kevin Forbes and Mark Crossan performing particularly 
well in the back row. In addition, Ryan O’Hagan and 
Ciaran Feeney have put in strong performances in the 
backs. A number of players have also been involved 
in the Ulster Under 16 development squad, namely, 
Aaron Michaeledis, Kevin Forbes, Ryan O’Hagan, Ruairi 
McWilliams and Ciaran Feeney.

The Under 14 side had a transitional season with the 
majority of the players being made of Year 9 students. 
They performed well and have made pleasing progress. 
They competed in three blitz competitions and won the 
majority of their games. A number of new players have 
taken up the sport and hold much promise for the future. 
Fergus Kerr, Mark McCauley, Sean Rowan and Ciaran 
Quigley have played particularly well in the age group.

Mr Lee Mosby

A thorn in the side of the opposition - Declan Allen 
stealing opposition ball at lineout time.

Ronan Finn winning clean ball at lineout time.

A clean pair of heals - Callum O’Hagan leaves 
the opposition grasping at thin air again.

Thursday June 18th 2015 proved to be a cloudy yet 
dry day to celebrate our annual Day of Sport. This 
year the PE Department, under the guidance of Head 
of Department Mr Eamon Burns, came up with an 
extremely varied and enjoyable day of activities, again 
emphasising the point that education does not just take 
place in a classroom. Golf, mini tennis, laser tag, tug of 
war, fishing, table-tennis, athletics, football and hurling 
were just some of the myriad sports on offer, as our pupils
pitted themselves against each other in friendly rivalry. 

Novelty events on the day featured a shooting range, a 
bungee run, bumper balls and a rodeo bull. 

Our special guest for the day was Mr Michael McKillop, 

Day of Sport 2015

world record holder 800 and 1500 metres, Paralympic 
and World Champion athlete.

As ever, the veranda drew the crowds between events, 
as Mrs Margaret Burns and her great team of helpers 
cooked excellent hamburgers and hot dogs on the 
legendary St Columb’s barbecue. Queues formed from 
early on to sample these culinary delights. 

The school would like to pay tribute to the PE 
Department, not just for having organised such a 
successful day, but for all the hard work and time each 
member of the department puts in over the course of 
an academic year in order to help our pupils experience 
success in sport. 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell
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St Columb’s College Derry 4   -   
St Louis, Ballymena 0

We’ve got our trophy back!
St Columb’s College were crowned deserved winners 
of the Vauxhall Senior Cup after an emphatic display 
against home favourites St Louis.
The young men of St Columb’s performed brilliantly 
when it mattered the most, and eased to victory after a 
difficult start, with St Louis’ players completely out-
matched on the day.
The win for St Columb’s ensured that the day did not 
end in complete disappointment for the Buncrana Road 
School, whose U12 team missed out in the minor final 
just hours earlier on a packed day of Schools’ Cup finals 
at the Ballymena Showgrounds.
St Louis, who defeated St Joseph’s Boys in the semi-
finals of this year’s competition, fancied a Derry double 
on their way to the trophy, but this College team is made 
of stern stuff, and having conceded just one goal on 
their way to the final, they were always going to be a 
tough nut to crack.
St Columb’s defeated De La Salle (4-0), RBAI (9-0), 
Bangor Academy (3-0) and St Malachy’s College (2-1) 

Vauxhall Senior U16 Cup Final 
Wednesday April 30th 2014

on their way to the final and it was going to take a 
special effort from a special team to defeat them.
St Louis’ did not have the craft or tactical nous to be 
that team.
Of course, the Ballymena Showgrounds has been a 
happy hunting ground for St Columb’s in the past, with 
last year’s fantasic victory over St Malachy’s still fresh in 
their mnds heading into the final.
If St Louis were going to triumph, they had to make a 
dent in the first half, when they were well on top as St 
Columb’s struggled. The Derry side could not seem to 
get their game going and that only served to encourage 
their Ballymena opponents, who were the superior outfit 
for the opening period.
The problem for St Louis was their lack of creativity in 
the final third, as they struggled to get in behind the 
St Columb’s defence, with goalkeeper Dylan Doherty 
largely untroubled.
Their lack of cutting edge ultimately cost St Louis’ who 
fell behind to one of St Columb’s first attacks of the 
game. 
St Columb’s were fortunate to go into the half time 
break a goal ahead as St Louis were  the better side. 
They were big, strong and aggressive while St Columb’s 
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could not get their passing game 
going. 
Whatever was said at half time, 
St Columb’s players’ listened and 
they upped their game and totally 
dominated proceedings.
In a bid to snuff out any 
encouragement for St Louis’, 
St Columb’s attacked at will, and 
all of a sudden it was the hosts 
pushed onto the back foot. St 
Columb’s players were now finding 
their passing rhythym and St Louis’s 
dizzy players were struggling to 
keep pace.
The all-important second goal 
was not long in coming and Dean 
Power capped off a great all round 
individual performance when he 
scored a fabulous second goal to 
put considerable distance between 
the two teams.
Shortly after that it was 3-0 when 
St Louis’ goalkeeper saved an 
audacious free kick from Ryan 
Holden only for Darren Rush to fire 
the rebound into the net. Holden’s 
effort definitely deserved a goal, but 
the Colege man wasn’t complaining 
as he joined in the celebrations with 
goalscorer Rush.
St Louis’, now out of the pitcure completely, continued 
to try and disrupt St Columb’s with a number of overly-
robust challenges and they had a man sent off as a 
result. In turth they could have had a few other players 
sent off as they lost their discipline with the game 
beyond them.
St Columb’s were dominating possession and terriotory 
and when Tiarnan Canning added a fourth, it did not 

flatter the Derry side in the least, 
the young striker firing past Owen 
Marquess to complete the scoring.
St Louis’ only really threatened once 
in the second half but Dylan Doherty 
dived bravely to keep out an effort 
from Oran McGrory. That was a 
rare moment of threat from the 
hosts, who were impotent in attack 
throughout and who were easily 
outclassed by a superior opponent.
It was a fantastic performance from 
St Columb’s and Conor McDermott 
was quite rightly named the man of 
the match.
This marked the fifth Schools’ Cup 
win in a row for four of St Columb’s 
players; Conor McDermott, Emmett 
Hargan, Rory Holden and Dylan 
Doherty.

The teams:
St Columb’s: Dylan Doherty, 
Caoimhin McCallion, Tiarnan 
Canning, Darren Rush, Rory Holden, 
Dean Power, Connor McDermott, 
Matty Doherty, Emmett Hargan, 
Stephen Duffy
Subs: Jacob Heaney-Henderson, 
Conall Fagan, Diarmuid McDermott, 

Matthew Kirk, Ethan Mullan.
 
St Louis: Owen Marquess, Colm Griffin, Frankie 
Cochrane, Michael Laverty, Conor McAuley, Michael 
O’Connell, Shaun McGoran, Eaman Fyfe, Ciaran 
Dobbin, Michael Carberry, Connell Lemon
Subs: Eoin Campbell, Keelan Molloy, Malachy McIvor, 
Michael Hagan, Jack Hampton.

Mr Steven Doherty
(Article reproduced 

with the kind 
permission 

of the Derry Journal.)

St Columb’s College continued its proud tradition in the 
NI Schools FA Cup by completing a magnificent ‘double’ 
at the Inspire Sport Finals Day in the Ballymena Show 
Grounds on Wednesday April 29th 2015, in front of 
almost two hundred St Columb’s College pupils.

We defeated Derry rivals, St Joseph’s Boys School in 
the Under 14 showpiece with Jordan McEneff proving to 
be the hero with a brace of goals, including a dramatic 
extra-time winner.
 
St Columb’s Under 18 representatives went on to 
secure the ‘double’ for the our school when Ben Doherty 
netted the winning goal in a tightly contested final 
against Our Lady and St Patrick’s Knock from Belfast.

Double delight for St Columb’s College at 
NI Schools Cup Finals Day

Coach Mr James Green was delighted with the 
achievements of the St Columb’s College pupils in what 
is the biggest occasion in terms of the schools’ game in 
Northern Ireland.

He was thrilled to add to the school’s rich history in the 
competition “We do have a strong history in this 
competition so it’s good to continue that,” said Mr Green.
“We set ourselves a target at the start of the year, and 
in fairness, going by the size of our school, we should 
be doing well every year and so we put ourselves under 
that pressure to succeed.”

St Columb’s didn’t have it all their own way in either of 
the Under 14 or Under 18 finals.  However, Mr Green 

was pleased with the character 
shown to clinch success in the end.

“We did the double but we made 
hard work of it,” added a relieved 
Mr Green.

Mr Ryan Horner

Under 18 Winning Team

Under 14 Winning Team



The Columban 2015 The Columban 2015

98 99

A group of sixteen pupils left Derry in the very early hours 
of June 16th 2014 to travel to Dublin airport to spend six 
days in Munich, the beautiful capital of Bavaria (Bayern) 
in Southern Germany. They were accompanied by
Mr J Peoples and Miss L Doherty.

Following the two hour early morning flight, we stayed 
close to the centre of the city in the Meininger Hotel, 
which was very comfortable and extremely friendly, 
relaxing and welcoming. We became expert at using 
the U- and S-bahn, Munich’s underground rail system, 
to get about during the trip. On the 
first evening, we had a memorable 
experience, going to Munich’s 
Olympiapark to watch Germany’s first 
World Cup game against Portugal live on 
a huge screen along with approximately 
20,000 other supporters. The experience 
and the atmosphere were amazing, as of 
course, was the result, with a resounding 
4-0 victory to Germany. (Just the 
beginning of greater things to come!)

We also had a tour of BMW Welt 
and museum. There was an open-top bus 

Trips and Visits

Trip to Munich June 2014

tour of the city, with dinner in the world famous Hofbräuhaus. 
On the Wednesday, the whole group paid a visit to the 
Allianz Arena, home of Bayern Munich, taking in the stadium 
tour, changing rooms, trophy room and the (compulsory) 
superstore, where many euro changed hands! 

The next day, there was a trip to Salzburg in Austria, 
with a visit to a fully operational Salt Mine en route.
On Friday, we visited the former concentration camp 
at Dachau, on the outskirts of the city, where everyone 
could see at first hand the terrible conditions and the 

atrocities which took place during the 
Nazi regime of the 1930s and during 
World War 2. Later on Friday evening, we 
had a great time at a water park in Munich.

Saturday came all too soon, with time for 
some last-minute shopping, before a late 
evening flight back to Dublin. Everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed the trip, with many 
memorable moments and experiences. 
It will undoubtedly be, for all concerned, 
one of the great highlights of our time in 
St Columb’s!

Callum Feeney

Ryan Kelly 

TRIPS & VISITS EDITOR
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During the first week of July 2014 I travelled with a group 
of my peers from Year 13, accompanied by Mr McIlveen 
and Fr McGavigan to the south of France on pilgrimage 
to the site of St Bernadette’s Marian apparitions in 1858. 
We accompanied the other pilgrims, three hundred and 
sixty-five of us in total, as the volunteers there to help the 
sick and wheelchair bound.

If you’ve ever travelled to Lourdes you’ll understand the 
challenge we were up against. We helped to transport 
over three hundred people, many of whom required 
wheelchairs, between the hotels, Basilica and the Grotto 
through the narrow, winding streets that were brimming 
with the hustle and bustle of shoppers and market-
owners.  

Once you cross the threshold of Saint Joseph’s Gate 
and travel down the gentle decline, all the commotion 
of shoppers, the humming of coach engines and the 
sounds of the city disappear into a gentle silence. Here 
one feels totally free from the ongoing busyness of our 
everyday lives.  It is here standing in this place, being 
welcomed by the Crown Virgin stature and the site of 
the majestic Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, that 
time seems to slow and stop.  Travelling a little further 
one enters the Grotto, where the atmosphere changes 
once more.  The Grotto, site of the apparitions, is a 
place of reverence and awe - the thought that we were 
standing in the spot that in 1858, the Blessed Virgin 

Derry Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes, July 2014

Mary appeared to Saint Bernadette, flooded into my 
mind, creating both a sense of awe and also a feeling 
of honour to have been able to the share the joy of the 
story of Lourdes.

One can’t go to Lourdes without partaking in the 
experiences of the baths that certainly live up to their 
reputation!  Friday morning came and it was our time to 
accept our invitation to “Go drink at the spring and wash 
yourself there.” Once you enter and have undressed, 
an ice-cold sheet is wrapped around you, drawing air 
from your lungs and causing your hair to stand on end.  
Once you have prayed a Hail Mary you’re plunged up to 
your shoulders in astonishingly cold water. This was an 
experience I can safely say I’ll never forget.

Though we were on pilgrimage and were tasked with 
official duties, we also had a lot of free time to socialise 
and meet new people. We met up with pilgrimages from 
the Diocese of Galway, a Diocese from Scotland and 
even a Diocese from the United States. This allowed for 
many interesting conversations throughout the course 
of the week. Lourdes for me was a place of connections 
and relationship.  It certainly wasn’t uncommon to find 
a friend of a friend, a work colleague of a relative or a 
relative of a work colleague. Everyone that had travelled 
to Lourdes was united in faith, allowing for friendships to 
be forged that would stand the test of time. Lourdes is a 
place that brings people together from all walks of life to 

The Derry Diocese Youth Group

share in the joy of the Gospel and the 
unity our faith. The connections we all 
made during our six days will stay with 
us throughout our lives.

For me the highlight of our pilgrimage 
was our re-enactment of the Stations 
of the Cross on Friday evening in the 
underground Basilica. The Basilica 
itself is a true marvel of human 
engineering; a huge expanse of 
archways creating a vast subterranean 
chamber capable of accommodating 
twenty five thousand worshipers. In 
the weeks leading up to our pilgrimage 
actors and narrators were selected 
to recreate the Via Crucis (Stations of 
the Cross) for the other three hundred 
plus pilgrims. This involved careful 
choreography and planning, every 

second of it worthwhile as it resulted 
in a flawless spectacle. This perfect 
combination of reverence, spirituality 
and drama allowed for a moving 
display that touched the hearts of the 
performers and audience alike.

Lourdes was for us, as it is for many 
people around the world, a beautiful 
and transformative experience. 
We had an excellent pilgrimage, 
developed in faith and made friends 
along the way. I hope to return for 
many years to come.

Ryan Kelly

Photographs by 
Christopher Fagan

The gilded crown and cross 
surmounting the dome

The Crowned Virgin Statue 
facing the Basilica

The view from on top of the Basilica 
of Our Lady of the Rosary of Lourdes

Bishop McKeown Speaking to us 
at Cité Saint-Pierre

Interior view of the dome at the Basilica of
Our Lady of the Rosary of Lourdes

12th Station, Jesus dies on the Cross
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St Columb’s group photo on the last night Basilica of Our Lady of the 
Rosary of Lourdes at night

St Columb’s Group Photo at Cité Saint Pierre

Sam Thompson’s Portrayal of Pontius Pilate 
during the Stations of the Cross

Side view of the Basilica of Our Lady 
of the Immaculate Conception

Jack Folland portraying Jesus being taken down from the Cross

Basilica of Our Lady of the Rosary of Lourdes

The Basilica of Our Lady of the Rosary of Lourdes

Trip to China

Saturday 18th October - Saturday 1st November 2014

In the early hours of Saturday the 18th of October 
a group of eleven pupils from Years 13 and 14, 
accompanied by Mr Finn, Mr Chambers and Rev 
McGavigan, set out on the eighteen hour journey that 
would take us to Beijing, the capital of the People’s 
Republic of China.

We made our trip with Etihad Airways, travelling first 
from Dublin to Abu Dhabi in the United Arab Emirates, 
before covering the next six thousand kilometres to 
Beijing. Before even arriving in China we experienced an 
interesting transition of cultures; moving from European 
to Arabian to Oriental in the space of one day.

Touching down at 8:30am Beijing time, we 
were in for an action packed two weeks 
that was sure to give us a comprehensive 
insight into Chinese culture. Beijing, with is 
sprawling urban landscape covering over 
one thousand km2 and an urban population 
of fifteen million, was almost inconceivably 
large in comparison to any Irish city. With 
only three days in the capital there was so 
much to see and indeed so little time. The 
schedule was incredibly tight taking us to 
many internationally famous attractions 
such as Tiananmen Square, the Forbidden 
City, the Temple of Heaven, the Great Wall 
at Mutianyu and the renowned Silk Market. 
We also got the chance to experience  the 
Summer Palace, a Beijing acrobatics show 

An English Teacher, a Chemist 
and a Priest go to China…

and a rickshaw tour. We even had the opportunity to 
have lunch with a Beijing family. On the Tuesday evening 
we travelled to the night food market where we were 
able to sample a plethora of exotic foodstuffs such as 
emperor scorpion, tarantula, shark fin, starfish and snake!

Early on Wednesday morning we travelled to Beijing 
South Railway Station for the five hour journey to the 
city of Hangzhou. The China Railways High Speed Train 
travelling up to 300km/h was smooth and comfortable, 
travelling almost three times the length of Ireland in an 
hour longer than it took to get to Dublin airport! 

In Hangzhou, the capital of Zhejiang Province, we stayed 
with Hangzhou Foreign Languages school in the school 
guest dormitories. The next eight days gave us a deep 
insight into the culture of China as it involved being 

paired up with a Chinese student, sitting in 
on school classes and spending a weekend 
living with a Chinese family. This proved to 
be a new and eye-opening experience as 
in the majority of the host families it was 
only the partner students who were able to 
speak any English. It was a fully immersive 
experience both from a linguistic and 
cultural perspective.

Hangzhou Foreign Languages school 
was exceptionally hospitable and worked 
incredibly hard to ensure the stay was 
an effortless and memorable one. They 
organised classes specially tailored for the 
group in martial arts, Chinese calligraphy 
and Chinese language as well as inviting 
us to view several events including a flag-
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raising ceremony that occurs every 
Monday morning, which is similar in a 
sense to an assembly. 

We also had the opportunity to 
observe the morning exercises 
that take place every morning after 
second lesson has ended.  Many of 
the Chinese partners arranged group 
activities on Saturday. 

We went to an arts and crafts museum
and had the opportunity to decorate 
our own Chinese fans. We took a forty 
minute boat trip down the Jing-Hang 
Canal into the city centre where we 
viewed the Music Fountain - a thirty 
minute light and water show on the 
west lake. We finished the night with a 
session of karaoke that allowed for 
much laughter and memories to be 
made.

Though Hangzhou is not a major 
tourist city there were some 
fascinating attractions. We visited the 
west lake and saw the Liuhe Pagoda 
as well as the lanterns on the west 
lake that are featured on the reverse 
of the one yuan note. We visited the 
Grand Canal Museum giving us an 
overview of the history of the Jing-
Hang Canal spanning all the way back 
to the Spring and Autumn Period (722-
481 BC). The National Tea Museum 
and the Silk Museum were also on the 
agenda providing an understanding of the history and 
development of these commodities as well as how they 

are produced and their place in the 
modern world.

Once our time in Hangzhou had 
come to a close, after saying some 
emotional goodbyes to the new 
friends we had made, we made the 
three-hour journey to our third and 
final destination in China, the city of 
Shanghai. After lunch in Shanghai we 
travelled to the Shanghai Museum 
which gave us a more varied view 
of the diverse traditional crafts and 
customs of the different provinces 
and cultures in China. The museum 
featured precious artefacts and 
antiquities from each of the dynasties 
and from every corner of this vast 
country. Before darkness fell there 
was time for some shopping on 
Nanjing Street ahead of witnessing 
the world famous Shanghai skyline. 
The following morning on our last day 
in the People’s Republic of China, 
we crossed to the other side of the 
river where we would ascended to 
the 100th floor of the Shanghai World 
Financial Centre to get a bird’s eye 
view of the city below. After this we 
walked along the river side promenade 
before travelling to Shanghai Pudong 
International Airport to return home.

It really was the trip of a lifetime 
because the diversity of the three 
cities provided a complete and 

comprehensive insight into the culture and traditions of 
eastern China. Ryan Kelly
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On the 23rd of March 2015 a delegation 
of nine students and two teachers arrived 
from Hangzhou, China. Having endured 
the thirteen hour flight from Shanghai to 
London, then the flight to Belfast and the 
drive to Derry, they arrived exhausted and 
jet-lagged, but enthusiastic to immerse 
themselves in our local culture. Their first 
night in Derry was free to spend with 
their partners, so we gathered together in 
Sean Lawrence’s house for a night of Irish 
‘craic’, to slowly but surely introduce them 
to our customs.

Tuesday brought with it exposure to 
our history and unique culture. Mr FJM 
Madden gave our visitors an official 
welcome speaking briefly about the short 
history and promising future of the link that 
has been forged between St Columb’s 
College and Hangzhou Foreign Languages 
School. I gave a presentation on our 
school, outlining our long and rich history. I 
also supplied our visitors with details of the 
academic structure of our school system 
and spoke of the many achievements 
of both current and past pupils. That 
afternoon we travelled into the city centre 
with Mr Finn for a tour of the city and 
the walls. The following day offered an 
insight into our Celtic culture and how it 
has influenced our modern society. Mr 

Return visit of our Chinese partner school 
March 2015

Johnson gave a detailed presentation on 
the history of Ireland from tribal roots to 
the 21st century. Staying on theme we 
then travelled to Grianan Fort, allowing us 
to take in the picturesque sights of rural 
Donegal and Derry. The group gathered 
again on Wednesday night, this time at 
Eamon Doohan’s house for another
night of conversation and integration.

To give our visitors a more comprehensive 
view of Northern Ireland, we travelled to 
Belfast on Thursday where we visited 
The Titanic Quarter and Victoria Square. 
Thursday the 26th of March was the 
night of our annual Spring Concert, 
which our visitors attended with their 
partners. It provided an excellent night’s 
entertainment, showcasing the best young 
musicians our school has to offer.

Friday morning featured an introduction to 
Irish literature as Mr Chambers delivered 
a thought-provoking class on Seamus 
Heaney’s poems. Friday afternoon by 
stark contrast consisted of indoor go-
karting at Campsie Karting, organised 
by ourselves. With the week coming to a 
close we celebrated our time together with 
a meal at The Water Fortune Restaurant. 

Sean Lawrence offered his house 
once again on Friday night as this 
would be their last available night 
to spend time together as a group. 
It was certainly an interesting night 
spent together for everyone involved.

The final organised event of the 
exchange was a day-trip to the 
Giant’s Causeway, Dunluce and 
Portstewart. The weather was stormy 
and unforgiving giving the visitors a 
taste of the infamous Irish climate 
before they departed. 

The week helped forge friendships 
and develop relationships for all 
involved. The divergence of two 

cultures challenged views and 
pre-existing notions, allowing for 
an evolution of thought and the 
enhancement of understanding on 
both sides. The nights spent together 
have left a lasting impression, 
and will not soon be forgotten. 
This experience has allowed us to 
grow in many ways. We grew in 
our understanding of each other 
and of different cultures spanning 
the globe. For some of us seeds 
were sown over that week that will 
grow throughout our future lives, 
accompanying us along our journey. 
The experience has been deeply 
educational for both our visitors and 
ourselves.

Ryan Kelly
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This has been the second year of our very successful 
exchange with our partner school in Langenhagen.  Ten 
students from St Columb’s College travelled to Germany 
at the end of November 2014 to stay with their partners 
in host families.  During the ten days there they attended 
the German school and they took part in a number of 
educational and social activities.  Highlights were, no 
doubt, the Christmas markets, the trip to Hamburg, the 
football match at the Hannover stadium and, of course,  
work experience.

IGS Langenhagen (Integrierte Gesamtschule = integrated 
comprehensive school) is a large mixed comprehensive 
school in the city of Langenhagen, just outside the city 
of Hannover/Northern Germany - an industrial part of 
Germany.  It is one of the oldest and best established 
comprehensive schools in Germany. Langenhagen is 
located on the East/West axle with large motorways 
linking Eastern and Western Europe (France to Poland 
and beyond) as well as the North/South axle linking 
Northern Germany/Scandinavia with Southern and
South Eastern Europe.  Therefore its location is ideal for 
international business and manufacturing.  Volkswagen 
has its headquarters nearby as well as Continental 
Tyres, MTU airplane engineering, Sennheiser electronics, 
Bahlsen/Leibniz foods and Reemtsma tobacco to name 
but a few.  Apart from the big names however, there are 
hundreds of medium-sized manufacturing businesses.  
IGS Langenhagen prides itself for having strong links 
with many of these companies, often due to former 

St Columb’s College pupils enjoy work experience 
in Hannover, Germany November 2014

pupils now working in top positions in those companies.  

We in St Columb’s College set up this partnership after 
we had carried out a very successful Youth in Action 
project with Langenhagen in 2013.  This year, our 
students spent their three days in a variety of placements. 
The work experience is organised taking the individual 
interests and requests of the students into consideration.

In February 2015 the German partners returned to us 
for ten days and followed an equally exciting exchange 
programme as well as three-day placements.  The 
project depends on the support from School Employer 
Connections without whom we would find it difficult to 
secure placements for the German students in Ireland.
The potential for personal and career development for 
all the young people involved is immense.  While for the 
German students the major benefit is linguistic, for our 
students it is career opportunities both here and abroad.  
Last November one of the employers who hosted one of 
our students said that his company would hire him as an 
apprentice any time!

In Autumn 2015, we will be taking fifteen students from 
St Columb’s College and four students from Strabane 
Academy on the exchange.  We are sure it will be a 
great experience for them.

What follows are reports from some of the students who 
went to Hannover in November 2014.

Ms Marion Lübbeke

I started my work placement on Tuesday December 
2nd 2014 at Schneider und Von Hagan law office. On 
the first day Herr von Hagen showed me the basics 
of German law and gave me ten laws to translate into 
English and also equiped me with a court case to read 
and translate which i would need for the next day in 
court. Herr Von Hagan is extremely funny and has 
amazing English even though I tried to speak as much 
German as I could. It was a great introduction to the 
world of German law.

On the second day of my placement I was in court 
for five hours listening to and reviewing court cases 
alongside the judge. It was great, although as soon 
as I walked in the door it hit me quickly how different 
German law courts are.  They are much smaller and the 
people in the court dress much more casually. After 
court I was back in the office reviewing more cases for 
the next day as I would be in court again the next morning.

On my third and final day in Schneider und von Hagens 
I was in court for three hours in the morning reviewing 
and listening to yet more court cases, in the company of 
Peter Madden who was working at a nearby court. Once 
again after the court I read more notes and cases Herr 
Von Hagan had prepared for me. At one o´clock Herr 
von Hagen and I went out for lunch as it was the final 
day. The food was excellent. After lunch I told Herr von 
Hagen all about Derry and its history and everything that 
was involved with the exchange, then unfortunately I had 
to say my goodbyes.

Overall I can say that I couldn’t have had a better place 
to work than Schneider und von Hagens and I have to 

thank Luca and her family for getting me into such a 
good placement.

Robert Coyle

I spent three days of work experience at Braunschweig 
University. On the first morning, I got up at approximately 
5.30am, showered and got my breakfast. I got dressed 
and we left at around 6.30am.  Herr Groß and I travelled 
by car to Braunschweig on the Autobahn. There were a 
lot of huge lorries, one after the other on both sides of 
the road.  Since it was still dark, all their lights were on 
and it was a very pleasant sight to behold. The journey 
lasted approximately fifty minutes and we arrived at the 
university. 

When we arrived, I did not start work right away. We 
walked over to the other building where we had tea 
and coffee with a colleague of Herr Groß. After around 
thirty minutes, we returned to the main building where 
I was invited into a practical with some of the students 
who were studying there. The practical involved turning 
startch into fructose through using enzymes. Their 
German was very fast and they used a lot of scientific 
vocabulary I did not understand but I had a fair idea as 
to what was going on. I stayed there until around half 
past twelve, when Herr Groß returned, bringing me the 
great news that it was lunchtime. 

We went to the University canteen where he showed 
me what was on offer and I got chicken with rice and 
an ice-cream dessert. The food there was very nice 
and in around forty-five minutes I returned to the main 
building where Herr Groß invited me into a labotary to 
carry out an experiment. It involved putting my fingertips 
on a starchy substance in order to be able to see the 
microorganisms present on my hands. After this was 
completed, I went back to the students in the practical 
where I spent the remainder of the day with them 
finishing off our work. It was very interesting. I finished 
at around three o’clock and we then took the Autobahn 
back home. 

When I arrived back home, Carina was already there and 
I sat with the family talking about various subjects in both 
German and the odd time in English. We later got tea 
and biscuits containing cinnamon. Later we went to the 
school as there was a talk for the German tenth grade 
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students about continuing on in school to do Abitur 
(their equivalent to our A-levels). This lasted one hour 
and then we returned home. At home, we had a pizza 
that was made from sour cream and cheese with bacon. 
Surprisingly, it was very nice! For the remainder of the 
night, I stayed in the living room with the family talking 
about various things. I played them some Irish traditional 
music and we talked about Irish culture and the Irish 
language (the very few phrases I can say), festivals in 
Derry and the Fleadh last year. We later went on to talk 
about certain colloquial phrases and words in both the 
English language (for example ‘aye’ ‘naw’ and ‘wee’) 
and in German and I learned various words including 
‘digga’ being a term for ‘friend.’ At around half past ten 
I went to bed as I had to get up for work experience at 
six. It was a very interesting and educational day. 

Looking back, I really enjoyed my three days in the 
university and this experience will certainly help me in my 
career planning.

Darren Holmes.

On Tuesday November 2nd, I began my work placement 
in Godshorn Schwimmbad.  

On the first day of my placement I met the lifeguard that 
I would be working with during my time there. He was 
very friendly and was always willing to help me if I didn’t 
understand my job.  He talked to me about the role 
lifeguards play in the swimming pool and how they don’t 
just have to sit and make sure everyone is safe but they 
also have to test the water every two hours which is very 
important.  The lifeguards also take private swimming 

lessons.  He also explained to me that there are many 
activities that take place every day in the swimming pool 
for example aqua jogging and baby swim.  So after my 
introduction I met the woman who takes the baby swim 
classes and I went with her to help the babies which 
was very enjoyable.  After lunch the lifeguard had to do 
swimming lessons so I went and watched him. He also 
taught me how to dive from the three metre board.

On Wednesday I again helped the baby swim and after 
that I took part in the aqua jogging. I found that fun but 
very tiring. After that I went to the sauna and I learned 
the saunas here are much bigger than ours and that 
they take it very seriously. You must not be in the sauna 
for more than fifteen minutes and after that you must 
walk outside in the freezing cold for air.

Finally on Thursday when I came in I was told that I 
would have to be the lifeguard for the day. At first I was 
very nervous in case people asked me questions but 
after the first person asked me a question I was on a roll 
and I really started to enjoy being a lifeguard.  

On Thursday there were trials for the men’s swimming 
team so I was asked to count their laps and time them. 
At first I found that quite scary in case I got something 
wrong but after the first time I knew that I could do it and 
if I ever needed help that the lifeguard was there.  When 
I was eating my lunch in the cafe the waitress came 
down to me with a large coke and a currywurst and said 
it was from the lifeguard.  It was super! After that I again 
returned to my role as a lifeguard and when my time was 
up I thanked everyone for all their help and they told me I 
could come back anytime.

Overall during in my placement in Godshorn 
Schwimmbad I learned that many old people get up very 
early in the morning to attend their aqua jogging classes 
and many young people come in the afternoon after 
their school for their swimming lessons. I learned that a 
lot more people attend the swimming pool in Germany 
than in Ireland.  Finally I would like to say that I really 
enjoyed my time at Godshorn Schwimmbad and I would 
definitely like to return sometime in the future because I 
feel that this work experience has really helped me as I 
would love to become a lifeguard as a career.

I really enjoyed the exchange as it let me see all the 
differences between Germany and Ireland.  For example,  
they wake up really early! I went to the supermarket 
and we returned bottles and received money for each 
bottle. We also went to the recycling centre and that 
was different because in Germany recycling is much 
more widespread than in Ireland. On Sunday we went to 
Celle and saw the City Hall and the Christmas market. 
When we went to McDonald’s I noticed that you have to 
pay for the toilets and you can buy a beer, which is very 
weird!

We went on the ‘Autobahn’ on the way to school and 
the man driving the car was able to go 230 kmph and 
I thought that it was great and we should have this in 
Ireland. We used public transport a lot and it is far better 
than the transport in Ireland because it is faster and 
more comfortable. 

Caolan McHugh

On Tuesday November 2nd 2014, I started my work 
experience or ‘praktikum’ as it is called in Germany. 
I worked in ‘Wiese Förderelemente’, an engineering 
company.  I really enjoyed my time there.  On the first 
day I built parts for the conveyer machines they build.  

On the second day I did the same, and on the third 
day I went to the office and designed parts for the 
machines on Solid Works. After this I talked to the sales 
representative and learned that he could come and 
go to his work whenever he pleased and that he had 
to work thirty-eight hours per week. Next I went to the 
other office and was shown how to do on-line banking. 
It was the first time I had done this and it was in German 
but I got the hang of it after trying a few times.  At the 
end of my work experience I got a certificate with very 
positive feedback. I was happy about that. All in all it 
was a great experience and will help me prepare for my 
future career choices.

Kieran Wilson
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In September 2014 thirty-six pupils 
from Year 9 travelled to Germany on a 
one-week school trip to the Rhineland 
region.  They were accompanied by 
Ms Lübbeke, Mr Horner and Dr Feeney.  
The week was spent sightseeing 
around Koblenz and Cologne with 
visits to the Chocolate Museum, the 
Nürburgring racing track, Phantasialand 
theme park, Cologne football stadium 
and much more.  The group also 
went on a boat trip on the Rhine, had 
a tour of Marksburg Castle, travelled 
up Boppard mountain in chair-lifts 
and crossed the Rhine in a cable car.  
There was no time to be bored in the 
evenings either as bowling, shopping, a 
quiz and a night walk through Koblenz 
were on the programme.  The more 
relaxed fun day at the zoo was followed 
in the evening with mass in the Basilica 
of St Castor where the organist was 

German Department Trip to Rhineland
September  2014

proud to play on after the service on 
the cathedral’s brand new organ.  One 
of the highlights of the week was the 
afternoon at the outdoor climbing 
centre where students and teachers 
climbed high along ropes and ladders 
and swinging planks between trees.  
Not everybody tried the zip-liner but 
there is photographic evidence of Mr 
Horner and Dr Feeney swishing through 
the air at high speed releasing their 
inner Tarzan!  
Along the way the students picked 
up German words from signposts 
and shops, and tried to memorise 
information from all their visits so as to 
fill in their travel diaries in the evening, 
and in order to stand a fighting chance 
in Mr Horner’s quiz!  Everybody had a 
wonderful time and cannot wait to go 
back to Germany again.

Ms Marion Lübbeke

114
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On January 28th 2015 Ms Lübbeke and Miss McLaughlin
accompanied a delegation of twenty-four students to 
The European Parliament in Strasbourg to participate in 
Euroscola. Representatives travelled from twenty-two of 
the twenty-eight member states to the event, offering a 
truly international atmosphere for all involved.

We began our journey at four am departing from 
Sainsbury’s car park for Dublin Airport. Arriving in Dublin 
at eight we had enough time for a quick breakfast before 
boarding our flight to Paris. One hour and fifteen minutes 
later we touched down at Charles de Gaulle Airport and 
with a six hour stop-over until the TGV to Strasbourg, 
we caught the RER into central Paris.

Alighting at Saint-Michel - Notre-Dame station, we 
were greeted by the magnificent view of Notre Dame 
Cathedral and the scenic Parisian streets bordering the 
river Seine. With several hours free time before having 
to catch the RER back to Charles de Gaulle, some of 
the pupils visited the Louvre, some enjoyed the French 
cuisine at a nearby café and a few attempted to reach 
the Eiffel Tower. When our time in Paris had come to an 
end we bade farewell to the French capital and boarded 
the TGV. We reached Gare de Strasbourg at nine pm, 
having travelled almost five hundred km in two hours 
and thirty minutes!

The following morning was the day everyone had been 
eagerly awaiting for several months. The Euroscola day 
took place in the Louise Weiss building of the European 
Parliament. Entering the building we passed the flags of 
all member states before entering the courtyard for the 
official group photograph. Once inside we were invited 
into the parliament restaurant for a social breakfast. 
This gave us the opportunity to interact and engage 
with the representatives from the other European Union 

nations. Before long everyone was directed into the 
Plenary Chamber to take their seats for the activities to 
commence. The session began with a presentation on 
the various EU institutions, their role and location within 
the EU and how they are appointed. 

At this point each school had the opportunity to 
introduce themselves in an official EU language other 
than their mother tongue. Thomas Chambers and 
Martin Brolly introduced St Columb’s in French and 
German respectively. They described the school as a 
Catholic Grammar school for boys and gave information 
concerning school life and the city of Derry.

When MEP’s attend plenary sessions they often 
have to vote to adopt or reject policies or reports. 
To demonstrate this process several questions and 
proposals were put to the attendees and they were 
given the options of voting in favour, voting against or 
abstaining. Some of the propositions included were ‘The 
EU should use only one working language’, which was 
unsurprisingly rejected by a 70% majority, and “Do you 
think the introduction of the common currency is an 
advantage for member states?” This was accepted with 
an approval rating of 76%.

The objective of the Euroscola day is to facilitate the 
integration of young people into EU affairs. The hour 
in the run-up to lunch was reserved for answering the 
questions put forward by the young representatives. 
Topics discussed ranged from freedom of information to 
the debt crisis in Greece, the abolition of the Schengen 
area in the wake of the Charlie Hebdo attack, and 
how the EU would react to the possibility of a country 
exiting the union. This was an insightful and incredibly 
information-dense section of the day.

After lunch the assembly was divided into six groups 

Euroscola 2015 Trip
28th January - 1st February 2015

and each group was tasked with compiling a report on 
a given issue. Once the reports had been composed all 
six groups returned to the hemicycle to present, debate 
and vote on the proposals. As in any real parliament 
each report divided opinion and as such the debates got 
ever more heated as the session progressed. ‘Migration 
and Integration’ was a bone of contention, dividing the 
chamber most dramatically.

Before the close of the day four teams played in the final 
of the Eurogame. The Eurogame was a quiz on the EU 
that was played during the lunch break. To play one had 
to assemble a team of four people from four different 
countries in order to answer the nineteen questions, the 
catch being that each question was in a different official 
language adding another layer of difficulty to the task at 
hand. Liam Sweeney made it to the final stages of the 

game, but his team unfortunately was unsuccessful in 
their attempt to defeat the other three participating groups.

To conclude the event a representative from each 
member state carried a national flag to the centre of 
the chamber whilst the European Anthem was played. 
The day had come to a close and we had had a most 
enjoyable and insightful time.

The following day marked our last hours in France as 
that night we would travel north to Saarbrücken, the 
capital of the Saarland. We spent the remainder of our 
time in Strasbourg on a walking tour of the Old Town 
and then had several hours of free time for shopping and 
getting something to eat. The tour gave us an in-depth 
look into the history of Strasbourg and indeed the Alsace 
region as a whole. We saw such sights as Strasbourg 
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Cathedral and the Astronomical Clock and the ‘post and 
beam’ houses of the Old Town area, St Thomas Church 
as well as the many sights along the Ill River.

Saarbrücken offered a different experience as the 
focus of this stop was the tour of Saarland University, 
a modern research university with campuses located 
in Saarbrücken and Homburg. The university tour was 
delivered as part of a broader tour of the city giving 
our group a comprehensive insight into what it would 
be like to live and study in Saarbrücken. The Saarland, 
like Strasbourg, has had a long and complex past 
encompassing aspects of both German and French 
history and culture. 

On Sunday February 1st 2015 the Euroscola trip came 
to an end and we prepared for the return journey home, 

flying out of Frankfurt Hahn Airport. However, there was 
still time for one last stop. On our way to Frankfurt we 
detoured to Trier, one of the oldest cities in Germany, 
founded around 16 BC. There were many sights to be 
admired and very little time to take it all in: The Porta 
Nigra that once served as the entrance to the city, the High
Cathedral of Saint Peter in Trier - the oldest Cathedral in 
all of Germany, the ruins of three sets of Roman baths, 
including the largest Roman baths north of the Alps and 
a second century Roman bridge over the River Moselle, 
making it the oldest standing bridge in the country. 

After several hours of exploring Trier we proceeded on to 
Frankfurt, arriving home late on Sunday night. The whole 
experience was profoundly educational, in line with the 
European ideals it intended to impart.

Ryan Kelly
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Cambridge German Translation Day, June 2015

On Friday June 12th 2015, six students from Year 12 
and Year 14 travelled to Cambridge to attend a German 
translation day.  Cambridge University kindly funded 
flights and accommodation, and the students enjoyed 
the German Day and the weekend in Cambridge.

The two main speakers were really interesting; Klaus 
Fritz, who translated the ‘Harry Potter’ books into 
German, and Mike Mitchell, translator of a wide range 
of authors including Franz Kafka and Max Frisch into 
English.  No less interesting were Dr Rowan Williams, 
former Archbishop of Canterbury, a passionate and 
gifted linguist, Paul Kaye, the Language Officer of the 
European Commission and many other speakers.

Apart from the talks, there were a couple of short 
workshops but the day was simply not long enough to 
pack everything in. There was also an exhibition called 
‘Germans in Britain’ which opened on that day.

For more information follow the link below
http://www.cam.ac.uk/news/gcse-students-

discover-the-wonders-of-german

On Saturday evening we attended the ‘Evensong’ 
service in St John’s and enjoyed some beautiful choral 
singing.  On Sunday we were given a tour of Corpus 
Christi College. Our guide was really knowledgeable 
and also keen to encourage the students to apply to 
Cambridge. 

In the afternoon we went punting on the ‘Cam’ river and 
enjoyed the very witty commentary from our ‘rower’/
guide. This happened to be the ‘mad’ weekend when 
all the examinations are finished and the students 
celebrate.  We saw crowds of students out on the river 
in a boat race with a difference - their boats were made 
of cardboard and they were trying to keep themselves 
afloat by paddling madly with plastic sheets and tennis 
rackets and anything they could get their hands on. It 
was great fun!

Ms Marion Lübbeke

Impressions of Madrid

We stayed in the Hotel Execoloso, 
which was a very comfortable hotel 
in a brilliant location, within walking 
distance of the tram station and 
there were a multitude of shops 
immediately outside the hotel. The 
hotel staff were very helpful and 
greeted us upon leaving and entering 
the hotel every day. 

               Jamie Hutton

The first evening, we were of course 
exhausted after a long day of 
travelling. After taking the metro from 
the airport to the hotel, we spent 
some time settling in. We then went 
out for tapas, a Madrid custom. We 
got to try a range of tapas, from 
squid, to the ‘safer’ option of potato 
wedges. After that we went back to 

Madrid City Tour
On the Tuesday in Madrid we started 
off by going to the Plaza Mayor. This 
is where the meeting point was for the 
Walking Tour of Madrid. Our Tour 
Guide was called Fabrizio, and is 
originally from Argentina. We started 
off by learning about the different 
cultures around Madrid and how the 
structure of the city has changed over 
the years. We then learned about the 
styles of buildings of Madrid and also 
when and how long it took for them 
to be built. We visited the Almudena 
Cathedral and Palacio Real before 
finishing the Tour at the Madrid Opera 
House.

Caolan McCafferty

the hotel and went to sleep for the 
early start ahead of us.    

 Michael Hegarty

We visited the Museo del Prado, 
which is one of the most famous art 
museums in Spain. El Prado is best 
known for its collection of European 
art that dates from the 12th to 19th 
century. We saw a wide range of 
paintings by three artists: Diego 
Rodríguez de Silva y Velázquez, 
Francisco Goya and El Greco. 
Velásquez is best known for his 
painting ‘Las Meninas’, the Maids of 
Honour, which is set in Velázquez’s 
studio in Philip IV’s Alcázar palace 
in Madrid.  El Greco’s most famous 
work is the ‘Holy Trinity’, which 
depicts Jesus rising into heaven. 
Finally, Goya is arguably best known 
for his painting entitled ‘The Second 
of May, 1808’.

Aidan Mallon

In February 2015, I organised a 
trip taking a group of St Columb’s 
College students who were 
studying Spanish for a most 
educational week in Madrid.  I 
thought it would be good for them 
to reflect in their own words on 
what they took from this fantastic 
opportunity to experience life in 
one of Europe’s most fascinating 
and cosmopolitan cities.
   Mrs
     Jacqueline
        Smyth
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Madrid’s bullring
La Plaza de Toros de Las 
Ventas
Madrid’s bullring was built in 1929 
and was first used in 1931. It has 
a capacity of twenty-five thousand 
seats and during our trip to Madrid, 
we were given a tour, seeing where 
the matadors and bulls wait and 
prepare before entering the ring as 
well as being told about the history 
surrounding the place. The art of 
bullfighting is represented and can 
be found in fine prints by Goya and 
also engravings by Picasso (which 
we were lucky enough to see as 
well). To many, the image of Spain is 
closely associated with bullfights, an 
art that became popular in the early 
twelfth century and that is still very 
much alive today. Evidence of this is 
that all seats are filled every evening 
during the world-famous San Isidro 
Bullfighting Festival in June. Overall 
Madrid is one of the best places to 
see a bullfight in Spain and, although 
it divides opinion, it is still one of the 
most popular and famous Spanish 
traditions.

Mark Gormley

El Palacio Real, the Spanish Royal 
Palace, whose architecture was 
influenced by Versailles, was a great 
experience. It is a huge building 
with a large courtyard in front of it. 
Opposite the ‘Palacio Real’ was one 
of the most incredible buildings I have 
ever seen, the cathedral. This building 
was amazing and had two different 

styles of 
architecture at 
the front and at 
the back, as the 
first architect 
had died while 
the place was in 
the process of 
being built. On 
the other side 

of the Royal Palace was a garden 
filled with various statues of royalty 
which were all out of proporation 
as they were to be placed on top of 
the palace, where it wouldn’t matter 
about the size. The inside of the 
palace was very big, with over two 
and a half thousand rooms. Some 
rooms had large paintings on the 
ceiling, others had documents and in 
another room there was a rather large 
throne. Then there was the armoury 
which was the best part as it had 
nothing but huge swords, 
daggers and horse helmets with a 
unicorn horn on 
them.  Going 
to the Royal 
Palace was 
brilliant and 
it’s definitely a 
place that I’d 
like to return to.

Jason 
Nagurski

During our trip to Madrid, we 
visited the ‘Reina Sofía’ museum. 
The most interesting piece of art 
that we viewed was a painting 
named ‘Guernica’. This piece of 
art was painted by Pablo Picasso 
in 1937 using an ‘oil on canvas’ 
method. The piece looks plain 
from a distance as it contains 
a rather dull colour scheme of 
blacks, whites and greys. The 
painting shows multiple people 
and animals in fear, distress and 
pain. It is believed the piece is in 

response to 
the German 
bombing of 
Guernica in 
1937, yet 
the painting 
itself makes 
no direct 
reference 

to it besides the name. ‘Guernica’ 
is very detailed and if you focus on 
certain areas of the painting you may 
notice something that you did not see 
previously. The work has the classic 
Picasso style of character illustration 
and it was a very interesting painting 
to learn about and view in person.

Alyd McLaughlin

We went to a school called Conde de 
Orgaz, where we took part in some 
classes linked to our own A-level 
choices. The school is bilingual, so 
classes are taught in both Spanish 
and English. After the first class we 
had chocolate and churros, which are 
served every break time in the school, 
just like how we have tea and toast in 
the canteen. In the afternoon we went 
to a bilingual History class. There, 
the class was split into two teams 
with students from both their school 
and ours, and we had to create a 
history-based quiz, with questions in 

both Spanish and English, so every 
student could practice their language 
skills. We finished the day by giving a 
presentation about our own school to 
a class of English students, who then 
asked us questions in English about 
our experiences in Madrid so far. 
They were really engaged throughout 
the whole day and they loved learning 
about how different our school lives 
are compared to theirs.

Niall McCallion

Gastronomy in Madrid
I must say that, all in all, the food 
in Madrid was excellent. On the 
night we arrived we had our first 

tapas and I was blown away, not 
just by the food itself but by the 
experience of being able to sit down 
and casually have beautiful squid, 
prawns, chicken and fish in what 
was no more than a bar. This was 
something I have never experienced 
in Ireland. I’m rather ashamed to 
say that after that first night my 
enthusiasm for Spanish cuisine faded 
and we had three McDonalds over 
the duration of a week, as nothing 
cures homesickness like deep fried, 
processed capitalism!

Although we didn’t eat there, we 
passed through a food market in 

the centre of Madrid, and what we 
found there was truly surreal. Urchins, 
horrendous ugly fish of all shapes 
and sizes, every fruit and vegetable 
under the sun and what must be the 
most shockingly over-priced ham 
on the planet are just a handful of 
the culinary wonders we saw.  I am 
glad I got the chance to sample the 
food I had read so much about in 
the pages of Mira textbooks and as 
much as I would love to go back and 
try more, I have to admit that after 
a week of Spanish cuisine, coming 
home to a feed of purdies was a 
joyous occasion.  Old habits die hard 
I suppose. 

Jack McGeehan 
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The acquisition of language is about much more than 
grammar and vocabulary - it is also about history, 
culture and people. To understand a language is 
to understand a way of life. This is what I learned 
during my time as a UK-German Youth Ambassador. 
Languages are becoming less and less popular at 
GCSE and A-Level and, determined to reverse this 
trend, I applied to the Ambassador Programme run by 
UK-German Connections.  After weeks of preparing 
an application, with the wonderful help and support of 
Miss Ferguson, I was delighted to be chosen for the 
programme, and excited at the prospect of meeting my 
fellow ambassadors, fifty from the UK and Germany, at a 
seminar in London.

During the Halloween break 2014, I was finally able to 
meet my fellow ambassadors at the two-day seminar 
held in Imperial College. After a few ice-breakers, we 
were straight into discussions. The main aim of the 
seminar was to gain inspiration for our own projects, 
and then plan how we would put them into action. 
Inspired I certainly was! In Northern Ireland especially, it 
is very difficult to find any young person with as fervent 
a passion for German as myself, not least because so 
few schools offer German, but now I was coming into 
contact with people in similar situations across the 
UK, and most importantly, fellow ambassadors from 
Northern Ireland: Maeve Cadden from Mount Lourdes 
in Enniskillen, Jane Kenny from Ballyclare High School 
and Ross Allinson from Campbell College in Belfast. All 

On being a UK-German Youth Ambassador

three of us had the determination to revolutionise the 
appreciation of German in Northern Ireland! 

During the seminar we worked closely with the facilitators 
of the project in discussing how we can move forward, 
together, in Northern Ireland, while working on other 
ideas, discussing how we could use music, cinema or 
history to break down stereotypes and developed real 
interest in German. The time in London, however, wasn’t 
all discussions and presentations, it also involved cultural 
sharing and of course, tourism! We couldn’t be brought 
to London and not released into the vast city. Therefore 
we were given a few hours free time to get a sense of 
the city, although some of us, myself included, spent 
the time aimlessly looking for Buckingham Palace in the 
dying light! At the end of the seminar, with our plans 
checked and approved, we were emboldened to kick 
start German in our schools and local areas!

Throughout the year, I kept in close contact with fellow 
ambassadors and engaged in a number of joint projects, 
such as the Infotausch project, which aimed to inform 
young people about all things German, and about all 
the nuances and niches of UK culture, through videos 
- for example, we Northern Irish ambassadors met 
up in Belfast to film the Christmas markets which, of 
course, take their inspiration from the German tradition 
of markets in the run-up to Christmas. At school, I first 
endeavoured to increase interest among students for 
exchange trips. Exchange trips are, in my opinion, the 

best means of getting to know a language and a culture: 
it requires bravery, for success depends on throwing 
yourself in the deep end and speaking the language 
as much as you can, but the results are fantastic. I 
can safely say that my language skills would not be 
as developed, nor my passion for German as strong, 
if I had not taken part in exchange trips to Munich 
and Hannover. The St Columb’s German department 
has fantastic links with schools across Germany, and 
for the past few years it has organised an exchange 
trip to Hannover. I therefore tried my best to talk to 
fellow pupils, be it in assemblies or during German 
class, to try and break down the myths and fears, and 
encourage them to give it a go. At the same time, I 
tried to encourage them to take up German at GCSE 
and A-Level and I’m pleased to say, my efforts were 
well received, with numbers for AS German significantly 
higher this year than last year!

I was also keen, however, to engage with pupils that 
had little exposure to German, so I organised a History 
project for Year 10 pupils, in which they explored post-
war Berlin, and also an Art project with Year 8 pupils, 
in which they could draw whatever came to mind when 
they thought about the word ‘Germany’ - the latter 
especially was interesting, as I could see the changing 
attitudes of the pupils before my own eyes. While some 
did draw tanks, swastikas, Hitler’s moustache - or more 
subtly, a toothbrush and guns, this soon changed when 
they considered how German culture impacts on their 
own lives and interests, for example, German cars and 
football teams. 

After nine months of projects, we had the opportunity to 
meet again for a seminar in Berlin, which was something 
I was particularly looking forward to. Not only was I 
anxious to see everyone again, I was also desperate to 
see the city! And indeed, Berlin did not fail to impress: 

the capital is quite unlike any I have visited, or any city 
in Germany for that matter as there was genuinely always
a buzz in the atmosphere, and never before had I 
experienced such an eclectic mix of history and culture. 
Berlin is a city that is very much in the present and 
leading the way in the world, but it doesn’t forget its often
glorious, and of course, sometimes dark, past. When we
weren’t catching up or exploring, we were in discussions,
feeding back on how our projects had went, and what 
we can do to continue promoting German beyond 
our times as ambassadors. The work of my fellow 
ambassadors was outstanding, and I believe there was 
no-one there who didn’t have something to be proud of.

This summer, on GCSE and A-Level results day, the 
annual reports on subject uptake across the UK were 
released, and predictably, languages had suffered 
another steep decline with the same  also being seen 
at third level education. I am hopeful, however, that 
in schools across the UK, German is experiencing a 
renaissance. There are more young people than ever 
becoming interested in the culture, if not the language, 
and perhaps that is the first step. Once we have got 
more young people hooked on the fascinating culture, 
perhaps then we can hope for more German linguists. 
I will certainly try my hardest to try and bring this about, 
but UK-German ambassadors, both past and present, 
are most definitely leading the way. 

Peter Madden
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In June 2015, I was given the fantastic 
opportunity of attending the Eton College 
Universities Summer School. This 
summer school offers young 
people from across the UK the 
opportunity to discover more 
about the subjects for which 
they have a passion at a depth 
they simply aren’t able to in 
our examination-orientated 
curriculum. In my case, and 
predictably so, it was History!

The Summer School began 
in the sweltering late June 
heat, however no time was 
lost becoming acquainted with 
our tutors, and more importantly, 
fellow students. Although I was in 
quite an alien surrounding - there was 
certainly a boarding school, perhaps even 
a somewhat aristocratic, ambience - I felt at 
home immediately: never before had I met young people 
with the same passion for their subjects! Throughout the 
week, I would find myself debating the nature of History, 
the greatest Britons or the importance of the Magna 
Carta in the classroom, during the nightly library visit and 
even at the dinner table. We also had the honour - or 
perhaps even the daunting prospect - of having essays 
marked by Eton Dons, and the opportunity to study 
periods we had never considered, be it Anglo-Saxon 
England or Medieval Persia. It was, in an academic 
sense, the most enlightening and 
stimulating 10 days - however, there 
was much more to the Summer School 
than academic endeavours!

The week also saw a number of 
excursions, for example, to the 
National Portrait Museum and to the 
Magna Carta Exhibition. During the 
evenings, we often had free time 
to explore the beautiful grounds, 
there were quizzes and talent shows 
organised, and we even had an 
opportunity to dabble at screenwriting. 
My personal highlight, however, was 
the opportunity to take part in a bar 
mock trial, judged by a visiting QC 
from London: our case concerned an 
old lady who, after having fallen victim 
to a radio advert promising money for 
every visitor, makes her way to a new 
furniture store, only to hear another 

Eton College Summer School Berkshire,
England June 2015

advert saying it was a joke. We were given the 
difficult task of representing the lady suing 

the furniture company and we had 
the help of a special advisor. The 

whole Summer School, some one 
hundred and fifty people, were 
gathered to watch the moot: it 
was of course nerve-wrecking 
to stand among them and 
deliver a submission in 
front of a QC. However we 
prevailed in the end and won 
the moot. My dramatics in the 
submission, with the Northern 

Ireland accent, aided the case 
somewhat, I believe, or at 

least, the torrents of (affirmative) 
laughter from the gallery certainly 

gave me confidence! 

The Summer School is a wonderful 
opportunity for any student aspiring to go to 

university, whether their passion is for History, English 
or Mathematics, and I would most certainly encourage 
people to apply. 

Not only is your personal statement and student profile 
significantly enhanced, but your passion is also 
undoubtedly strengthened and lifelong friendships are 
forged.

Peter Madden

Who are we?
A group of parents - just like you - trying 
to help St Columb’s do the best for our 
sons.

What do we do?
We are primarily a means of 
communication and a forum for parental 
representation.  In other words, we provide 
a link between you, the parents, and St 
Columb’s College.

We also try to support both the school 
its staff and the pupils with a variety of 
activities through sponsoring different 
events and through a range of fundraising 
activities.

We also arrange a range of information 
sessions throughout the course of the year 
so that we can better inform ourselves and 
other parents of the key issues that are of 
concern to parents and pupils.

When do we meet?
The Committee meets once each month 
during term time.  The meetings usually 
take place at 7.30 p.m. on the first Monday 
of the month.

Recent and Planned Activities
Christmas Fayre. (close to £10,000 raised)
Halloween Bun Sale.
Public Speaking Competition.
Information Evenings.
Quiz Night.

The Friends of St Columb’s
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