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The 
Columban 

2019 
Foreword

It is with a feeling of immense pride that I ‘pen’ this 
Foreword for the 2019 edition of The Columban, 
for the fi rst time a fully-electronic version. 

Where should I begin with my Foreword?
Let’s begin by stating the obvious - this 
publication provides an ‘e-paper’ record of 
a year of fantastic experiences.  It records 
so many events, activities and achievements 
that - without The Columban’s existence - 
might easily be forgotten.

So, what do these pages tell us?  Simply put, 
they remind us that on each and every day our 
pupils are exposed to a myriad of life-enhancing 
experiences, experiences that have provided 
many of our young men with opportunities to 
grow that might otherwise have been missed.

In recognising such opportunities, it would 
be most remiss for me not to acknowledge 
each and every individual who makes such 
experiences possible.  As Principal of this 
historic school I am blessed to lead 
a very talented staff that is fully 
focused on providing each 
and every pupil entrusted 

to our care with the opportunity to shine, every 
chance - both inside and outside the classroom 
walls - to fulfi l their undoubted potential. 

And having had those opportunities, what 
do our alumni become?  They depart as fully 
rounded human beings; young men who are 
living examples of the philosophy and vision 
of our school.  They ‘go out’ and help spread 
that vision and philosophy into the world of 
work, their local communities, their families and 
friendship groups.  

The Columban does not happen by accident; 
this publication is the fi nal and very visible stage 
of a long and invisible process of hard work, a 
process that takes many months and immense 
endeavour.  I salute, therefore Mr Brendan 
O’Donnell and all those who have assisted him.

Now, turn the page - metaphorically, 
of course - and enjoy! 

Mr FJM Madden
PRINCIPAL
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I am very grateful to be given the 
pleasure to be a part of such a fantastic
publication, that illustrates the numerous 
achievements and events of St 
Columb’s College over the past year.

Last year I was given the privilege to 
become Head Boy of St Columb’s 
College, a position I am very proud 
to represent, although I was quite 
worried at fi rst. Over the past year 
I eased into the role thanks to the 
continued support provided by the 
staff members, my Head of Year, Mr 
Donal Chambers and friends and 
family. Becoming Head Boy has given 
me many responsibilities such as 
managing the Prefects, representing 
the school at events, giving speeches, 
voicing the concerns of our students 
and planning the school formal. 
However, I would not have been able 
to manage this alone. Thanks go to my
close friends and Deputy Head Prefects,
Mark Kirkpatrick, Daniel Maguire and 
Oran Gartland who have been on this 
eventful journey with me.

One notable event 
was being able to 
attend ‘The Alumnus 
Illustrissimus of 2018’ 
where I got to meet the 
Taoiseach, Mr Leo Varadkar. 

Another signifi cant opportunity which 
has opened up to me is being a 
part of the Student Council. To list 
a few notable changes that have 
been made, Health and Social Care 
is now being offered at A-Level due 
to high demand and has been very 
successful. Coding lessons are now 
being offered in Year 8 as well as 
improvements to our toilet facilities 
which are now arranged according 
to Key Stage. Water fountains have 
been added to the Sports Hall as well 
as improvements to the Canteen and 
Link area. Our Student Council is not 
only alive in St Columb’s but in our city 
as well. Myself and the other Year 14 
Student Council members were given 
an opportunity to take part in a Mock 

Council meeting at the Guildhall, where 
we were put into groups to address 
areas of improvements for Derry and 
Strabane, subsequently presenting our 
proposals to the Mayor. The Student 
Council is the voice of the student 
body and knowing our efforts are 
being acknowledged  is rewarding. 
The progress it has made on behalf of 
the pupils of the school is exceptional.

St Columb’s to me is an environment 
where you can pursue your personal 
hobbies and interests, whether that 
would be sports, music, art, drama, 
public speaking or languages. The 
College offers so many opportunities 
for us during and after school. I can 
honestly say that  anything you want 
to pursue in the future can start right 
here at St Columb’s College. As a 
community, we enjoy an endless list of 
achievements in all areas of academic, 
sporting and cultural pursuits.. Some 
of these successes will be highlighted 
here in ‘The Columban’. These 
achievements are a testament to the 

dedication of both the pupils and 
staff members. I am so very 
proud to be able to represent 
such an illustrious school. 

The pastoral support provided here 
in St Columb’s is outstanding. From 
dedicated Form Tutors, committed 
subject teachers, Head of Year as 
well as the Peer Mentors and Student 
Council, there is no doubt that the 
welfare of our students is the greatest 
priority here. I have had the pleasure to 
be a part of the committee of the Peer 
Mentoring team this year. It has been 
brilliant to see what an impact the 
team can have on helping improve the 
daily lives of our students.

The facilities provided for us at St 
Columb’s are unrivalled as our school 
continues to move forward in the 
rapidly developing world of technology, 
St Columb’s has been improving 
communication at all levels. Through 
my years at St Columb’s, I am proud 
to acknowledge many of

from our Head Boy
WELCOME

the improvements 
that have been 
made. Our new 
school app, iPad 
technology and our 
school expanding 
into social media 
platforms are only a few examples of 
how technology is transforming our 
lives, getting us ready for adult life in the 
mid-twenty fi rst century.

As Head Boy, I am immensely proud 
to acknowledge the continued tradition 
of contribution to community charities 
that have been demonstrated over the 
past year by the community that is St 
Columb’s. Charity football tournaments 
have taken place in aid of Trócaire, 
as well as many other charitable 
organisations. 

My time at this school has been nothing
short of wonderful. I would have to say 
that what I love most about St Columb’s
College is that we are provided with 
a strong community feel. Each Year 
Group is a unit, a team, a family, cared 
and supported for by our staff members.
I believe that the relationships I have 
made in the past seven years at St 
Columb’s have had an really positive 
infl uence on my own personal 
development. I will always be grateful 
to many of the staff for being an example
to us as they are just inspirational. 
They go above and beyond not only to 
facilitate our academic needs but also 
our personal development.  

For me, the most important lesson 
I have learned throughout my time 
here is that the more you put into it, 
the more you will get out of it. Leaving 
St Columb’s College will defi nitely be 
bittersweet. However, I will be able
to look back fondly on my time 
spent here, I will aspire to keep 
the core values of our school a s 
I move into a new journey. I w i l l 
always be most proud of the f a c t 
that I am and will continue to b e 
a College Boy.

Dalbin Reji

Dalbin Reji

Welcome to the 2019 edition of ‘The Columban’.
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Welcome to the sixth iteration of 
“The Columban”. Over the years, 
our annual magazine has evolved into 
a bit of a chameleon, by which I mean 
that each issue has taken on its own 
particular hue. “The Columban 2019” 
is our fi rst solely online publication. 
Financial constraints as well as 
technological advances have, to a large 
extent, determined the latest mutation. 

For all that, I do hope that the spirit which 
lies behind this publication remains the 
same. Our DNA has always been about 
the celebration of all that is good about 
St Columb’s College. Needless to say, 
we live in times of extraordinary change. 
I hope that as Editor I have managed to 
capture just a little of the resilience 
and positivity of pupils and staff alike 

in facing up to the challenges of an ever-
changing educational world. 
This year I have cast the net wide in 
order to try and capture the ephemeral. 
All I can offer is a snap shot. We are all 
involved in our own narrative with our 
own responsibilities. It is where lines 
intersect that sometimes there is a 
camera or someone there to capture a 
moment in time never to be repeated. 
It is my hope that as you peruse these 
online offerings you may occasionally 
glimpse special moments involving 
special people acting in unison. In a 
target based educational economy, 
moments like these act as a counterpoint 
to the prevailing “if it can’t be measured, 
then it’s not important” ethos.
 

Editorial

Mr Brendan O’Donnell Editor     |     The Columban 2019     |     bodonnell202@stcolumbs.com

In terms of 
technology, 
could I take this 
opportunity to point 
the reader towards our 
excellent Facebook page, 
where you will fi nd all the good 
news about our school, updated 
daily. Want to see the winning goal? It’s 
all on Facebook. 
I would like to pay tribute to Mr FJM 
Madden, Principal of St Columb’s 
College, for his quiet and unwavering 
belief in what I am trying to do. Thanks 
also to the members of staff and pupils 
who have made contributions. I hope 
you enjoy this publication.

Mr Brendan O’Donnell
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Know
Thyself

Anyone can ask or command someone to do 

something but if actions do not reciprocate this those 

instructions are meaningless. Pep Guardiola, manager 

of Manchester City, when he was being heaped with 

praise for his accomplishments this season, was quick 

to reposition this onto his players. He stated for them 

to consistently enact their plans, “was the most diffi cult 

and incredible thing from these players.” Indeed, 

irrespective of Guardiola’s tactical acumen and plans, 

if the players don’t lead by example and live out those 

instructions all planning is worthless. 

Therefore, do we have the bravery, courage and 

commitment to be witnesses to Jesus’ message 

through our living? Those before us have taken on this 

challenge with fervour and have helped to work toward 

fulfi lling the Parable of the mustard seed, which, 

despite being the smallest of all seeds, “but when it 

is grown, it is greater than the herbs, and becomes a 

tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in its 

branches.” The baton has been passed on to us and it 

is up to us to ensure we live our lives so as to extend 

the branches on that tree. 

Mr Nathan Thiruvengadam

Aesop’s tale of the two crabs is one of the most 

light-hearted yet endearing of his fables. The story 

centres on two crabs, a mother and a child who are 

walking across the sand. The mother crab scolds her 

child for walking in an incorrect manner and tells him 

to walk more gracefully. The child crab explains that 

he doesn’t know how to and asks his mother to show 

him. However, when she tries it becomes apparent the 

mother crab is unable to walk in the correct manner 

herself.

This ironic fable highlights how example is more 

powerful than precept. Nobody likes to be asked or 

ordered to do something.  It is easy to give orders or 

advice but more diffi cult to follow it. Hence, the self-

deprecating phrase ‘Do as I say, not as I do.’ 

Rather than simply giving orders, Jesus set the 

example he wished us to follow. He took the steps 

He wants us to take. He faced the challenges we face 

and He showed us how to overcome them. We, as 

Catholics, are challenged to take Jesus’ example and 

live it to the best of our ability. Indeed, in the Acts of 

the Apostles, when Jesus’ disciples ask him, “Lord, 

are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to 

Israel?” He tells them they must, “be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth.” Jesus recognised the importance 

of example versus command. 

The Columban 2019
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STAFFING 2018 - 2019

BOARD OF GOVERNORS

 LIST OF MEMBERS SOURCE OF NOMINATION
 
 Mr Patrick Kelly (Chairman) 
 Rev Michael Canny Trustees
 Sr Perpetua McNulty 
 Mr Shaun McElhinney

 Mrs Geraldine Canavan 
 Mr Cathal Crumley Department of Education
 Ms Pádraigín Ní Mhaonaigh 

 Mrs Delma Boggs Parent Governor

 Mr Vincent Doherty Teacher Governor

 Mr FJM Madden (Correspondent) Principal

*****

SCHOOL MANAGEMENT TEAM

 Principal Mr FJM Madden

 Vice-Principal Mr B Keys

 Senior Teacher Mrs M Burns

 Senior Teacher Mr J Johnston
 
 Senior Teacher Mr M McConnellogue

 Senior Teacher Mr M McIlveen

 Senior Teacher Mrs C McLaughlin 

 Senior Teacher Mrs M-J O’Carolan
   
 Bursar Mr N McGuinness

*****

YEAR HEADS

Year 8 Mr M McLaughlin Year 11 Mr J Peoples Year 13 Mr J McQuillan
Year 9 Mrs N Barr Year 12 Mrs M Burns Year 14 Mr D Chambers
Year 10 Mrs D Duffy 
 (Mrs K McAlister, Acting)

*****

 Chaplain Rev C Ferguson

 Chaplaincy Assistant Mr N Thiruvengadam
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SUBJECT LEADERS

Art and Design (including History of Art) Mrs C O’Hagan

Biology Mrs U Grimley

Business Studies Mrs C Johnston

CEIAG Mrs S Beatty

Chemistry Mr N Finn

Engineering  Mr R Hyndman (Acting)

English Mr TPA McGonigle

French Mr X Prigent (Acting Head)

Geography Mr L Mosby

German Ms M Lübbeke

History Mrs C McLaughlin

Digital Technology/ICT Mrs L McShane (Miss L McErlaine, Acting)

Irish Mrs P McConnell

Mathematics Mrs M McMullan

Moving Image Arts Mrs O Gallagher

Music Mrs M Burns (Acting Head)

PE Mr E Burns (Mr C Stevenson - Acting Head)

Physics  Mr V Doherty

Politics Mr L Boyle

RE Mr M McConnellogue

Spanish Mrs J Smyth

Technology and Design Mr R Hyndman

Co-ordinator of Modern Languages Mrs P McConnell

TEACHING  STAFF  2018 - 2019

Mr D Barr Mr J Johnston Mr M McLaughlin

Mrs N Barr Mrs C Johnston Mrs M McMullan

Mrs S Beatty Miss E Kerr Mr J McQuillan

Mr L Boyle Mr B Keys Mrs L McShane

Mrs C Browne Mrs A L Kirby Mr G Millar

Mr E Burns Ms M Lübbeke Mr L Mosby

Mrs M Burns Mr P Lundy Mrs L Murray

Ms R Byrne Mr FJM Madden Mrs A Northey

Mr D Chambers  Mrs L Mallett Mrs M J O’Carolan

Miss P Connolly  Mr D Marlow Mr B O’Donnell

Miss L Doherty  Mrs M Matthewson Mr N O’Donnell

Mrs M Doherty  Mrs K McAlister Mrs C O’Hagan

Mr V Doherty  Mrs F McCaffery Mrs A O’Kane

Mr S Donnelly Mr G McCay Mrs M L O’Kane

Miss B Duddy Mrs G McCay Ms B O Mianáin

Mrs D Duffy  Mrs P McConnell Mr M Ó Murchú

Mrs D Ferry Mr M McConnellogue Mr J Peoples

Mr N Finn  Miss L McErlaine Mr X Prigent

Mrs H Foster Mr P McGarry Miss H Sisk

Dr L Gallagher Mrs S McGonigle  Mrs C Smith

Mrs O Gallagher Mr TPA McGonigle  Mr D Smyth

Mr B Glass Miss C McGuigan Mrs J Smyth 

Mrs U Grimley  Miss C McHenry Mr C Stevenson

Mr W Guthrie Mr M McIlveen Mr N Thiruvengadam

Mrs L Hegarty Miss K McKee Mrs S Tohill

Mr M Henry Mrs C McLaughlin Mr M Tracey

Mr R Horner Miss E McLaughlin  Mrs A M Valadez Peña

Mr R Hyndman Mrs J McLaughlin
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       St Columb’s pupils receive

Pope John Paul II Awards
On Monday, 4th February 2019, 
thirty-two Year 14 pupils received 
their Pope John Paul II Awards in 
the Millennium Forum. The Diocese 
of Derry was celebrating its twelfth 
Annual Awards ceremony with guest 
speaker, Archbishop Grzegorz Rys, 
Archbishop of Lodz, Poland, and 
Bishop Donal McKeown, Bishop of 
Derry, presenting the awards. 

In total, awards were distributed to 
534 pupils from across the Diocese.  
There were thirty-one Gold Awards 
and one Silver Award presented to 
St Columb’s pupils. The Pope John 
Paul II Award recognises young 
peoples’ commitment to faith and 
community. Making young people 
visible in their church, community 

and society. This award is an 
ingenious way to direct the energy 
of the youth to something positive 
and constructive. It is probably the 
best way to commemorate the 
commitment of the former Pope to 
the young people of the world.

There were also some inspiring 
musical performances during the 
evening from Thornhill College 
Traditional Folk Group who 
enthralled the audience with four 
pieces of traditional music.

Pictured below are the recipients 
of the Award alongside their award 
leader, Mr Paul McGarry, Principal 
Mr FJM Madden, Archbishop 
Grzegorz Rys and Bishop Donal 

McKeown. I would like to thank 
Mrs Valdez Pena, the Diocesan 
Catechetical Centre and the 
Religious Education Department for 
their assistance throughout the year.

Mr Paul McGarry
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Bursar
Mr N McGuinness

Administrative Staff
Mr J Broderick
Mrs T Doherty
Mrs A Gallagher
Ms F Hegarty
Mrs M McCallion
Mr J Quigley

Canteen
Mrs J Boyle - Catering 
Supervisor
Mrs J Barlow
Mrs T Doyle
Mrs M Dunne
Mrs H Kelly
Mrs P Kelly - Head Cook
Mrs D McDermott
Mrs C Pennock
Mrs M Quigley - Cook
Mrs M Quigley - Cook
Mrs J Rowe
Mrs A Whoriskey
Ms E Wilson

Caretakers and Grounds
Mr K Gallagher
Mr M Harrigan
Mr M McEleney
Mr M McKinney

Classroom Assistants
Miss P Boyle
Mrs M Brown
Mr P Davidson
Mrs C Devine
Ms A Doherty
Ms Y Gallagher
Mrs R Hutchman
Mrs D Kelly
Mrs B McLaughlin

Network Management and ICT 
Support
Mr D Boast
Mrs U McCaul
Mr J Stewart

Library
Mr S Crumley
Mrs C Keogh

Study Supervisors
Mrs P MacDermott
Mrs M Madden

Domestic Attendant
Mrs L Masterton

Domestic Assistant
Mrs P Saunders 

Sixth Form Centre
Mrs B Crumlish
Ms A M Kelly

Technicians
Miss N Doherty
Mr J Gill
Mr G Gillen
Mr R McGilligan
Mrs J McQuillan
Mr J Mulhern
Mr F Wilson

Language Assistants
Ms S Chatel
Mr G O Mianáin
Ms L Pozo-Rodriguez
Mr R Schwittay

PE / Sports Development 
Offi cer
Mr J Green

Cleaning
Mrs J Barlow
Mrs C Brown
Ms J Cowan 
Ms A Curran
Ms L Doherty
Ms A M Donnelly 
Ms M Hannaway
Ms L Masterton
Mr P McCourt
Ms L McGowan
Ms D Montgomery
Mr A Pennock
Ms M Philson
Mrs M Quigley
Mrs P Saunders
Ms W Smith 
Ms E Wilson 
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All in all, then, a night to remember and, as an era ends for our Year 14 
pupils, our school would like to wish them all good speed on the next 
leg of their journey. 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell
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 Valedictory
Thursday May 9th 2019

Celebration

St Columb’s gathered on the evening 
of Thursday May 9th 2019 to bid a 
fond farewell to our Year 14 pupils and 
their parents. The evening began with 
a very poignant liturgy celebrated in St 
Patrick’s Church Pennyburn by Rev Chris 
Ferguson, Chaplain to our school.

In his opening address, Mr FJM Madden, 
Principal, asked both pupils and parents 
to keep St Columb’s close to their hearts, 
reminding our Year 14 pupils how proud 
we are of them as they prepare to take their 
leave of us and take the fi rst steps on their 
journey of life beyond school. 

During the mass, each of our Year 14 pupils 
were presented with a candle as a beacon 
of hope for the journey they are about to embark on. 

The liturgy was greatly enhanced by the musical gifts of 
our Year 14 pupils under the tutelage of Mrs Margaret 
Burns. The entrance hymn was “Be Still in the Presence 
of the Lord”. The psalm was “On Eagles Wings”, sung 
by Ryan McGinn. The Offertory piece was “Halleluiah”, 
an instrumental performed by Jack Quigg. Among the 
Communion music on offer was “Amazing Grace”, 
performed as a saxophone instrumental by Daniel Dunn, 
and, of course, our Recessional Hymn was our school 
anthem “Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God”. 

Mr Donal Chambers, Year 14 Year 
Head, read the First Reading from the 
Book of Ecclesiastes with the theme 
“There is a season for everything”. 
Senior Teacher Mr John Johnston 
read the Second Reading from the 
letter of St Paul to the Philippians with 
the theme “Final Exhortations”. Gifts 
of bread and wine were brought to 
the altar by Library Supervisor Mrs 
Christine Keogh as well as Study 
Supervisors Mrs Martina Madden 
and Mrs Philomena McDermott. The 
Prayers of the Faithful were read by 
Oran Gartland, Ryan McGinn, Corey 
O’Connor and Connor Morris. 

Just before the fi nal prayer, Dalbin Reji, Head Boy, 
addressed the congregation, paying tribute to the class of 
2019 and to all the staff of St Columb’s for the help and 
support they had received since August 2012. 

After this moving liturgy, all were invited back to our school 
canteen for a buffet. We thank our entire school canteen 
staff for all their hard work in preparing the lovely food. It 
was here that one could sense the friendship engendered 
over the years among the class of 2019 as well as with 
staff members. 

The Columban 2019
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Patricia Hughes 
B U R S A R Y

We are delighted to introduce Mr Billy 
Quigley (student at St Columb’s College 
from 2011-2018) as the inaugural recipient 
of the Patricia Hughes Bursary. Billy is 
currently studying Interactive Media - BSc 
(Hons) at Ulster University.

The Patricia Hughes Bursary was 
established by Patricia’s sister Mary and 
nephew Pádraig in June 2018 with the 
intention of helping a St Columb’s College 
student with the costs associated with 
attending university. Following a rigorous 
application and interview process, Mr Billy 
Quigley was selected as a most worthy 
recipient.

The Interview Panel were very impressed 
with Billy’s volunteering activities, in 

Congratulations
                       to the fi rst recipient of the

particular his many years working with 
Youthlife, an organisation that helps young 
people to come to terms with bereavement 
and loss. As a result of his volunteering 
experiences, Billy has had the opportunity 
to develop his communication skills, to 
undertake courses in counselling and to 
engage in a range of fundraising activities.

Mary and Pádraig - and the entire St 
Columb’s College community - are very 
much looking forward to working with Billy 
over the course of the next few years; we 
are particularly looking forward to learning 
about how Billy has been able to make use 
of the Bursary to enhance his university 
experience and to hearing him promote 
the benefi ts of the Bursary among future 
generations of leavers.

Mr FJM Madden

Well done, Billy, we are very proud of you!

Alayan Antony  

Reece Armstrong  

James Barnard  

Niall Biggs  

Joshua Boyle  

Niall Boyle  

Niall Boyle  

Oisin Boyle  

Shea Boyle  

Brandan Bradley  

Dion Bradley  

Lee Bradley  

Daniel Breslin  

Ben Brown  

Ryan Brown  

Neil Cadieux  

Tiarnan Campbell  

Eoghan Cassidy  

Adham Concannon  

Ciaran Concannon  

Cahir Conway  

Callum Coyle  

Eoin Coyle  

Seamus Coyle  

Luke Crampsey  

Eoghan Crilly  

Joel Crumley  

Tiernan Cusack  

Jake Deeney  

Eoghan Devlin  

Ronan Dobbins  

Brendan Doherty  

Callum Doherty  

Caoimhin Doherty  

Christopher Doherty  

Conan Doherty  

Conor Doherty  

Conor Doherty  

Luke Doherty  

St Columb’s College
Head of Year:  Mr. Donal Chambers

Mark Doherty  

Stephen Doherty  

Peter Douglas  

Daniel Dunn  

Dylan Elliott  

Jack Ferguson  

Eoin Finnis  

Cillian Fisher  

Aaron Flanagan  

Diarmuid Gallagher  

Luke Gallagher  

Jonathan Gamble  

Oran Gartland  

Ralph Gonzales  

Lewis Grant  

Sean Haberlin  

Calum Harkin  

Christopher Hasson  

Dara Haughey  

Adam Helferty  

Garry Owen Holden  

Donal Houston  

Donal Hughes  

Alen Jolly  

Nithin Joy  

Michael Kelly  

Oran Kelly  

Patrick Kerlin  

Fergus Kerr  

Colin King  

Adam Kirby  

Conor Kirkpatrick  

Mark Kirkpatrick  

Jakub Konopka  

Shaun Leppard  

Adam Long  

James Lynch  

Mark Macaulay  

Daniel Maguire  

Thomas Martin  

Neil McAdams  

Jason McAleer  

Conor McBrearty  

Brian McCarron  

Cathal McCarron  

Eamon McCarron  

Michael McCartney  

Conor McCauley  

Christopher McCay  

Eoin McCay  

Michael McChrystal  

Jack McClean  

Oisin McConway  

Mark McCusker  

James McDaid  

Joshua McDaid  

Mark McDevitt  

Michael McFadden  

Kian McGarvey  

Ryan McGinn  

Odhran McGlinchey  

Connor McGowan  

Daibhid McGrellis  

Dean McGroarty  

Oisin McKeever  

Tiarnan McKeever  

Marc McKendrick  

Kevin McKinney  

Caomhan McLaughlin  

Conor McLaughlin  

Ethan McLaughlin  

Ethan McLaughlin  

Jack McLaughlin  

Terence McLaughlin  

Keenan McMonagle  

Ethan McMullan  

Conaire Meenan  

Cormac Mooney  

Niall Mooney  

Cathal Moran  

Conor Morris  

Fergal Mortimer  

Patrick Mullan  

Ronan Mullan  

Caolan Murray  

Brandon Newland  

Rian Norrby  

Ronan O’Carolan  

Caomhan O’Connor  

Corey O’Connor  

Tiarnan O’Kane  

Killian O’Neill  

Oran O’Neill  

David Offi cer  

Caolan Orr  

Adam Patton  

Jack Quigg  

Aaron Quigley  

Callum Quigley  

Matthew Quigley  

Micheal Quinn  

Dalbin Reji  

Sean Rowan  

Jack Rudd  

Shane Sands  

Jacob Sheerin  

Caoimhin Soal  

Ryan Tabbitt  

Conall Taylor  

Adam Toland  

Eoin Tuffy  

Jack Twells  

Adam Ward  

Jordan Ward  

Sebastian Wardin  

Matthew Watkin  

Adam Weatherall  

Caolan Young 

THE CLASS OF

2019
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If ever you could choose the ideal day 
to cool down staff and pupils alike, 
then this was the day! Under baking 
thirty degree skies, our ECO schools 
team, under the leadership of Mrs 
Sinéad McGonigle, went to grape 
lengths to organise a sale of fruit 
and ice-cream at break time to raise 
money for the purchase of outdoor 
furniture for our school. Truly, what 
was on offer was simply sub-lime and 
the quality was berry good indeed. 
When the time was ripe, our pupils 
arrived out in large numbers without 
any pear pressure to enjoy the coolest 

break time of the academic year 2017 
2018. Thanks a bunch to all who 
helped out on the day because, as 
we all know, it takes two to mango. 
This intrepid reporter certainly got his 
scoop that fi ne morning. Thanks go to 
Mr Peter Davidson, Ms Laura Pozo, 
Mrs Caroline Devine and Miss Patricia 
Boyle for preparing the fruit.  Thanks 
as well for giving us all a fl avour of 
sundae school. You’re one in a melon! 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

PS Sorry for all the terrible little 
jokes, or, as I like to call them, 

punnets.

ECO Schools Wednesday June 27th 2018 

Ice - Cream and Fresh Fruit Event
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“Challenges of Sustainability”

Between 2016 and 2018 a total of forty students from 
St Columb’s College have taken part in the project 
and travelled on an exchange visit to Berlin.  They 
stayed in host families and were able to sample life in 
Germany’s dynamic capital city, experience family and 
get an insight into the German school system.  They 
worked in groups on aspects of sustainability - with a 
particular focus on food.  In Berlin and Northern Ireland 
they visited markets, food producers, a farm and even 
baked bread in a bakery in Berlin.

Ms Marion Lübbeke

ERASMUS+ PROJECT 2016 - 2018
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The focus of rugby during the 2018 

- 19 season has been very much on 

the promotion and development of 

the sport at Key Stage Three. A year 

8 rugby team has been established 

and fi elded on several occasions 

throughout the season, participating 

in two blitz competitions and in local 

friendly matches against Lisneal 

College. With the majority of the 

players being new to the sport, the 

team has displayed much promise 

St Columb’s College
Rugby Report 2018-19 Season

St Columb’s College Year 9 and Lisneal College Teams

and will provide a strong foundation 

for next year’s Year 9 team. TJ 

Doherty, Luke Coyle, Conal Taggart-

McSweeney and Caolan Murphy 

have all performed particularly 

well in this age group. Pleasing 

participation and an increase in 

the number of boys playing rugby 

has been experienced in the Year 

9 group and for the fi rst time a 

whole side has been fi elded from a 

single year group. The Year 9 team 

played in friendly matches against 

Lisneal College, Foyle College and 

Strabane Academy and displayed 

much promise. Oisin Dobbins, 

Oisin Sweeney, Brooklyn Fitzpatrick 

and Daniel Grace performed 

particularly well in this age group 

and the whole team has provided 

an excellent foundation to progress 

onto competitive Ulster Branch 

competitions at the Under 14 level 

next season. 
Mr Lee Mosby

The Columban 2019
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Since leaving St Columb’s in 
June 2017, I’ve continued my 
studies at Queens University 
Belfast studying Biological 
Sciences. Following poor 
AS grades I never thought 
this was something I could have 
achieved at fi rst attempt, but I am 
forever grateful to the teachers in 
St Columb’s and in particular in the 
Biology Department where I was 
able to pull my marks up and get to 
university. 

I am now in second year at Queens,
and currently living in a house with
friends who I met at St Columb’s, 
who are also thankful to St Columb’s
for the opportunities provided. 

CIARAN
LONERGAN

We will be lifetime 
friends. With just a 
few exams and one 
more year of studies 

left, I plan to complete 
a Masters and hopefully 

pursue a career within 
Genetics, a topic which has 

fascinated me throughout my 
time at Queens. 

Apart from studies, I have picked up 
a part-time job in a Tesco Express, 
gaining valuable skills which I can 
transfer to my future career. Not 
only has this given me future skills, 
but it has helped me gain valuable 
travelling experiences with friends. 
Just last year I travelled to Turin 

and Milan in Italy, and was lucky 
enough to meet World Cup winner 
Andrea Pirlo which is a moment I’ll 
never forget. In the picture, that’s 
me to the left of him standing. I am 
travelling to Italy once again this 
year, as well as Spain and London 
and thoroughly looking forward to a 
long summer where I can hopefully 
gain more valuable experiences. 

I owe a lot to St Columb’s College 
because the school provided me 
with opportunities and the support 
from staff was something I will always
be grateful for. It’s been a privilege 
to have be asked to contribute to 
“The Columban 2019”.

Mr Ciaran Lonergan

Farewell to  Rachel
Thursday June 28th 2018
Members of the Modern Languages Department gathered 
in the Irish tea room at break time on June 28th 2018 to 
say farewell to Mrs Rachel Craig, who has completed 
three years teaching Spanish and French here in St 
Columb’s. Thanks to Coordinator of languages,  
Mrs Patrice McConnell, for organising the lovely 
cupcakes, snacks, tea and coffee. The department 
presented Rachel with fl owers, as well as a 
beautiful necklace to remember them by. Rachel 
was very touched and thanked the Department for 
all the help and support over the course of her time 
with us. 

We would like to wish Rachel 
all the best in her future. 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell 

Me and my pals 
with Andrea Pirlo
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Year 13 Mass 
for Vocations

The Bishop of Derry Rt Rev Donal McKeown and Father 

Chris Ferguson, Chaplain to St Columbs College, 

concelebrated a mass for vocations for all our Year 13 

students which took place in the Assembly Hall on the 

morning of Thursday 27th September 2018. 

Bishop McKeown spoke movingly about his experiences 

of education, as a pupil, teacher and Principal. He 

refl ected on contemporary culture, with its focus on the 

individual having choice, contrasting it with the message 

of the Bible, where we are chosen by God. He posed the 

question “Am I the centre of everything?” and left all in the 

Assembly hall reassured that it is better to be unhappy 

with the right questions than to be happy with the wrong 

ones. On the feast day of St Vincent de Paul, Bishop 

McKeown reminded us that it is better to have a big heart 

than a big wallet. 

Many thanks to all those who contributed to such a lovely 

liturgy. Thanks to Mrs Margaret Burns and to our singers 

and musicians for the lovely music. Thanks to our readers 

of the Word and to Mr Mark McConnelogue for organising 

the mass. 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Pictured with Bishop McKeown and Father Chris Ferguson are 
Mr FJM Madden, Principal St Columb’s College and Year 13 pupils Lars Pederson, Rory Johnstone, 

Sean Mullen, Sean Melarky, Joseph McCauley, Ronan Cassidy, Aodhan Gallagher, PJ Casey, 
Oran Gartland and Mr James McQuillan, Year 13 Head of Year.

Thursday September 27th 2018

On the morning of Monday June 18th 2018 our annual careers 
carousel took place in the City Hotel Derry and it proved yet again 
to be a tremendous success. The basic idea behind this great 
educational opportunity for our Year 13 pupils is a simple one - get 
past pupils from all areas of the world of work to talk to groups of 
pupils about what success in their area of expertise entails, including 
the necessary skills and attributes they will need to succeed in an 
ever more competitive jobs market. Think of “speed dating” with a 
careers focus and you would be about right. 

Step forward sixteen alumni and local business people, who for 
three hours shared their unique insights into the world of work, as 
well as their experience of being a college boy. Taking the event 
outside the confi nes of a school assembly hall turned this event into 
a truly professional jobs forum, yet with the warmth of connections 
and shared values between speaker and audience. The sense of 
community was palpable and the photographs capture the magic of 
a morning when our Year 13 pupils got to learn about some of the 
realities of the outside world but in an atmosphere of support and 
encouragement. Hats off to the Careers Department of St Columb’s 
College, ably led by Mrs Stacey Beatty, and to our past pupils for a 
morning which made everyone present refl ect upon just how special 
the link is between our alumni and our current pupils. 
Long may it continue!

Mr Brendan O’Donnell 

Careers 
Carousel
Careers 
Carousel

Monday June 18th 2018 City Hotel Derry
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History  
Department

2018-2019 A Year in the life of the
The History Department have been involved 

in many activities both inside and outside 
the classroom during this school year.

It has been another busy, productive and
rewarding year.  Some of the highlights include:

 HA University lecturers •

 Berlin trip Year 11/12 •

 Year 11 Trip to Museum of Free Derry •

 Year 9 Trip to Derry Museum  •

 Year 10 Debating Competition •

2018 A Year of 
Commemoration 
2018 has been a prominent year in commemorating 
major historical events from one 
hundred years ago. Indeed, 
2018 marked one hundred years 
since the end of World War One 
and the extension of universal 
suffrage. During the 2017-2018 
school year we participated in 
numerous commemorative events 
and following on from the success 
of this we became involved in 
the ‘Making History Creative 
Schools Project’ in 2018-2019 in 
conjunction with the Nerve Centre. 
Fifteen participants from two Year 
10 classes became involved in 
a creative and digital heritage 
programme as part of a cross-
community project alongside three 
other schools. Students from 
St. Columb’s College, St. Mary’s 
College, Foyle College and Lisneal 
College participated in a number 
of workshops, fi lmmaking events, 

museum and site visits aswell 
as exhibition tours in Derry and 
Dublin throughout the 2018-2019 
school year. 

To be specifi c, one notable event 
took place in February 2019, 
when a group of fi fteen Year 
10 pupils travelled to Dublin. 
This trip focused on the period 
1912-1922 and explored the Irish 
Home Rule crisis, Irish soldiers 
and World War One, the Easter 
Rising, the 1917 general election, 
the fi rst sitting of Dáil Éireann 
and the War of Independence. 
Pupils visited Glasnevin Cemetery, 
where they visited the graves of 
Daniel O’Connell, Charles Stewart 
Parnell, Eamon DeValera and 
Michael Collins and were also 
treated to a live re-enactment 
of Padric Pearse’s oration at 
the funeral of O’Donovan-
Rossa. Following this, the pupils 

visited the Irish War Memorial Gardens and gained an 
understanding of the sacrifi ce made by Irish soldiers 
during WW1. On the second day, the pupils visited Collins’ 
Barracks, where they were able to explore events of the 
Easter Rising and the War of Independence through a 
variety of primary artefacts. 

The ‘Making History Creative Schools Project’ culminated 
in a show-case event held in the Guildhall in June 2019. 

22

Careers 
Carousel
Careers 
Carousel

Mr Mark Foley 
Accounting and Finance (EF Cambridge)

Mr EJ Lynch
Civil Engineering (AMEY)

Mr Thomas Burke
Finance (PWC)

Dr. Gavin Breslin 
Ulster University Sports Science

Mr Thomas McLaughlin
Designer (John Rocha)

Mr Padraig Canavan / or Representative 
ICT & APP Development (Scattr)   (SEC)

Mr Columb McLaughlin
Programmer (Kainos)

Mr John Crossan
Programmer (Allstate NI)

Mr Daniel Mullan
Barrister

Mr Conn O’Neill 
Chiropractor / Entrepreneur

Mr Mark Durkan
Politician / SDLP

Mr Ryan Quinn
Education

Mr Jude Hargan
Business / Finance (Citi Bank)

Mr Ciaran Roddy
Barrister

Foyle Port - Representative 
Naomi Smyth   (SEC)

Mr Garvin O’Doherty / Representative
Ciara Hospitality / Entrepreneur   (SEC)

Millennium Forum
Cara McCartney Management   (SEC)

SEC - School Employer Connections arranged

                                             Round   Table   E
vent

          
       

      
     

     
    

  M
onday 18

th
 J

une
, 2

01
8

Key Note Speaker 

Mr Columb Duffy 
Allstate NI
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Remembering the Holocaust
AS Level History students Hugo Deane and Eoghan Clarke were chosen to 
represent St. Columb’s in the ‘Lessons from Auschwitz’ Project. Both students 
are now ‘Youth Holocaust Ambassadors for the Lessons from Auschwitz 
Project’. They attended two workshops in Belfast with many other students 
from across Northern Ireland to learn more about the Holocaust. During these 
workshops the students had the humbling opportunity of meeting a Holocaust 
Survivor. On the 5th March 2019 the students participated in a one-day trip 
to Poland where they visited the Auschwitz Concentration Camp. Both our 
pupils agreed that this was an emotional journey but one that they felt was 
worthwhile, and that it enhanced their knowledge and understanding of the 
period, which forms part of their AS History Modules.

Historical Association Lectures 
Our A Level History students experienced a taste 
of University life when they attended lectures 
delivered by guest speakers from local Universities. 
Through our connections with the North West 
Ireland Branch of the Historical Association, St 
Columb’s hosted a series A2 History lectures. On 
27th March 2019, Dr. Russell Rees and Dr. Alice 
Johnson delivered revision lectures on the A2 
modules of study- the Partition of Ireland and Clash 

of Ideologies. Our partner school, Foyle College 
hosted the AS revision talks on 2nd April 2019. 
This year the AS Germany Lecture was delivered 
by Professor Ian Thatcher. Professor Alan Sharp 
and Dr. Robert McNamara also delivered lectures 
on the AS Italian and Russian History modules. 
History students from St.Columb’s College were 
joined by their peers from Foyle College, Thornhill 
College, St. Mary’s College, Strabane Academy, 
Lisneal College and Lumen Christi College. 

Year 9 local 
site visit to 

Tower Museum 
and Derry Walls

Our Year 9 History students annual trip 
will take place in June 2019. Mr Boyle 
organises the Year 9 trip to the Tower 
Museum. Every year all Year 9 History 
classes participate in this educational 
visit and it is a fantastic display of local 
History. The students take part in a 
tour of the Tower Museum and engage 
in a workshop on the ‘Story of Derry’.

GCSE Trip to
Museum of Free Derry
All of our Year 11 students attended the Museum of 
Free Derry during November 2019 as part of their 
Unit 1 studies on ‘Northern Ireland and its neighbours 
1965-1998.’ The Year 11 visit was organised by Mr Mc 
Quillan. These visits were very informative and useful 
as part of their study of this period, particularly Bloody 
Sunday, 1972, and went a long way to bringing this 
period in History to life.

Year 10 Debating Competition
In May 2019, all Year 10 History students participated in the annual 
Debating Competition. The motion was ‘The House believes that 
conscription in World War One was morally wrong.’ This was based on 
the work that the classes completed in their Year 10 History course.

The Columban 2019 The Columban 2019
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GCSE Trip to Berlin
In March 2019, Mrs Denise Ferry organised 
a GCSE educational visit to Berlin. Mrs Ferry 
and Mr Liam Boyle accompanied a group 
of fi fteen Year 11 History pupils on a four-
day visit to Berlin. As in previous years, this 
trip focused on improving knowledge and 
understanding of key aspects of the GCSE 
course. Berlin is a city full of History and made 
the perfect location for the pupils to enhance 
their understanding of life in Nazi Germany 
and life in Berlin during the Cold War.

Throughout the trip, the group visited 
key historical landmarks, including the 
Berlin Wall, the Reichstag building, the 

Brandenburg Gate, the Olympic Stadium 
and the Holocaust Memorial. They also 
visited Sachenhausen Concentration 
Camp and the Wannasee Villa, both 
of which allowed the pupils to gain an 
understanding of the systematic terror 
used during the Nazi regime.  The pupils 
then gained an understanding of life in 
Berlin following World War Two, through 
visits to the Berlin Wall and death strip and 
Checkpoint Charlie; both powerful symbols 
of the Cold War and ideological divisions 
that existed in Europe from 1945-1991.

It wasn’t all work and in the evenings, 
the pupils enjoyed some down-time and 
explored other aspects of Berlin. These 
activities included bowling, a visit to the 
Reichstag Dome, shopping in the Berlin 
Mall, with its world famous slide, a visit 
to Rausch chocolate shop and playing 
football on the Hertha Berlin training pitch.

Mrs Caroline McLaughlin 

They also visited Sachenhausen Concentration Camp and the 
Wannasee Villa, both of which allowed the pupils 

to gain an understanding of the systematic terror used during the Nazi regime.
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In a fi rst for our school, we opened our doors to prospective
parents and their children during the day and it proved 
a great success. We had a morning and an afternoon 
session, with Principal FJM Madden addressing parents at 
the end of each visit. Our theme this year was “Opening a 
world of possibilities”, as our visitors were split into groups 
and had a tour of the school escorted by one of our 
Prefects and a member of teaching staff. 

Open Day co-ordinator, Mrs Catherine O’Hagan, in 
conjunction with our Senior Management Team, put in 
a lot of thought and effort into ensuring that our school 
communicated its values to the next generation of “college 
boys”. 

There was so much for them to see and do. They were 
greeted in the foyer by a recital of piano music as well 
as the many soccer trophies our school has won. The 
PE Department took the opportunity to show off our 
brand new state of the art Sports Hall, as well as our 
3G pitch. Mathematics featured puzzles, use of the iPad 
and celebrating pupil success. The English department 
featured a memory bubble board, Shakespearean 
insults and a creative writing group. The corridor to the 
canteen highlighted the excellent work of our Student 
Representative Council. Our newly refurbished school 
oratory was admired by one and all. Drama and Music 
both shone with some outstanding performances. In 
the Geography corridor one could fi nd a display all 
about our Peer Mentors and the excellent work they 

Saturday January 19th 2019

carry out with our Year 8 pupils, especially when they 
start the school. Beside this was a stall representing 
the fi ne work of our Past Pupils’ Union, ably manned 
by Mr Dermot Carlin French, German, Irish, Spanish, 
Chinese and Arabic all featured in displays. In Learning 
Resources parents could fi nd out about the fi ne work of 
our Special Educational Needs Department, whilst Art 
and Design and Moving Image Arts both showcased 
excellent student work. Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
featured food tests, heart and lung “pluck”, dragon’s 
breath, fl aming hands, a non-burning fi ve-pound note, 
centre of gravity, magnets and how electricity works. 
Our Religious Education Department showcased how 
to make a Saint Brigit’s Cross as well as dramatizations 
from bible stories. Home Economics proved very popular 
indeed, with a great selection of tempting morsels as well 
as cookery demonstrations. History came to life with the 
aid of dramatic reconstructions. Careers featured eventual 
university choices and job displays. ICT featured robotics, 
Photoshop, banana keyboard and a swift playground. 

All in all, then, much for prospective parents and pupils 
to mull over as they made decisions. Thank you to all the 
pupils who came in on a Saturday to help out and who 
greatly impressed our visitors with their good manners. 
Finally, thank you to our staff, both teaching and non-
teaching, for putting together this excellent portrayal of 
what we as a school are all about. 

Mr FJM Madden
Principal

Open Day
St Columb’s College
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Retiree
Mr Marcas Ó Murchú

gift brought joy and beauty to Assemblies, 
staff gatherings and school Masses on 

occasions too numerous to mention.  He 
championed and nurtured our school’s 
Staff Traditional Irish Music Group with 
moving results.  It is fair to say that 
Marcas gave of his special musical gift 
generously and with joy. 

Colleagues also remind me of the many 
school trips, both to the Gaeltacht and to 

Spain, in which Marcas participated with 
pride. These educational experiences once 

again highlight his commitment to the education of 
those committed to our care in the widest sense of the 
word. 

We wish Marcas a very happy and fulfi lled retirement and, 
with plans to travel Ireland and further afi eld promoting 
all that is best about our language, history and culture, 
we have no doubt that Marcas Ó Murchú will continue to 
educate with great success. 
Ad multos annos! 

Mr FJM Madden 

Marcas Ó Murchú was appointed to the 
teaching staff of St Columb’s College as 
a teacher of Irish and Spanish during 
the summer of 1993. It was a year 
when many of our current staff were 
appointed, including Mrs Ruth Byrne, 
Mr Donal Chambers and Mr Brendan 
O’Donnell. 

Following a number of years as a 
successful and innovative classroom 
teacher, Marcas was chosen to lead the 
Spanish Department in 1998. As Subject 
Leader Marcas brought many qualities to his role, 
but what always stood out was his enthusiasm for all 
things Spanish, his focus on linking language, culture and 
history across myriad subject areas, and his mastery of 
often intricate and diffi cult detail. 

At all times Marcas worked tirelessly for both his pupils 
and his colleagues. His extra-curricular dedication 
came to the fore in many areas of our school life. I am 
reminded in particular of his mastery of the fl ute. His 
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On day two the largest aquarium in 
Europe was our next destination. 
Here, boys saw species from all over 
the world and watched a dolphin show 
with a strong educational message 
about our role in looking after the 
environment. 

Our visit to the Albufera Natural park 
was one of the many highlights of 
our trip. Boys went on a boat trip 
on the lake in El Palmar, surrounded 
by the rice fi elds which provided the 
main ingredient for our paella lunch. 
In addition to paella, the boys also 
had the chance to try other traditional 
Spanish tapas, including calamares, 
or squid.

We also packed in trips to the 
Malvarossa and Arenas beaches, 
the Mestalla football stadium and 
of course the rooftop pool in our 
hotel! Our pupils practised their ever 
improving Spanish and developed 
their social skills in many different 
contexts.

The boys received compliments and 
praise galore throughout the trip; from 
fellow passengers on the fl ight and on 
public buses; from hotel staff and staff 
in every public place we visited. We, 
as teachers, were very proud of them. 
The boys represented their school 
with distinction throughout. We hope 
everyone had a great time. Until next 
time! ¡Hasta la próxima! 

Mrs Sinéad Mc Gonigle

Valencia

De viaje en Valencia
A group of 34 Key Stage 3 Spanish 
pupils enjoyed an action-packed trip 
to Valencia in June 2018. The boys 
were accompanied by Mrs Sinéad 
Mc Gonigle, Mrs Rachael Craig and 
Señora Laura Pozo.

During the trip, pupils enjoyed and 
engaged actively in a guided tour of 
the historic centre of Valencia. The 
tour was conducted entirely in Spanish 
and our guide was impressed with 
pupils’ understanding and level of 
participation. We visited the city’s 
Cathedral, home of the Cáliz Santo, 
or Holy Grail; Torre del Miguelete; the 
Mercado Central - Valencia’s bustling 
food market, and La Lonja - the Silk 
Exchange, a beautiful Gothic structure. 
We also visited the Fallero museum, 
where we saw the fabulous “Ninots” - 
sculptures saved from the fi res of the 
Spring Fallas festival of fi re. Our fi nal 
stop on the tour was the city’s bullring, 
where our guide, Teresa, explained 
to pupils the different stages of the 
bullfi ght. 

Our pupils also enjoyed a trip to the 
Museo de Artes y Ciencias - the 
Arts and Science museum. They 
attended workshops on the subjects 
of Magical Chemistry, Space and the 
Story of Electricity, as well as visiting 
the exhibits which ranged from the 
importance of wood as a natural 
resource to the wonders of the human 
body. After the visit, our pupils loved 
zorbing, canoeing and cycling in 
the great outdoors of the museum, 
located in the Turia gardens. 
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St Columb’s College Senior

PRIZEGIVING  2019

Year 11 2018 - Best Module Results 

Back row left to right: Mrs Margaret Burns (Head of Year), Conor King, Seamus Coyle, Ben White, Ethan Lavery, 
Ciaran Curry, John Joseph, Mr Martin McIlveen (Senior Teacher)

Front row left to right: Padraig Neilis, Patrick Mc Daid, Connell Heaney, Conor Gallagher, 
Callum T Mc Skeane, Sean Mc Caron, Adam Rankin

GCSE Academic Achievement Prizewinners Students achieving at least 7+ A*/A grades

Back row left to right: Aaron Crilly, Aidan Cutliffe, Shane McElhinney, Rory Toal, Conor Mullin, John Paul Harkin, 
Adam Green, Riain Heaney, Pol O’Hare, Carrick McClean, Daniel McGlinchey.  

Front row left to right: Matt Doherty, Lars Pedersen, Mr John Johnston (Senior Teacher), 
Mr James McQuillan (Head of Year), Mrs Mary Jo O’Carolan (Senior Teacher), Tom Burns, Eoin Mulholland.
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Top Candidates in Each Subject at GCSE-level

Back row left to right: Matthew Cregan, Odhran Friel, Aaron Crilly, Carrick McClean, Aidan Cutliffe, Rory Doherty, 
Darragh Coyle, J.B. O’Neill, P.J. Casey, Ruairi Stewart, Daniel McGlinchey, Oran Doherty, Conall O’Neill, Shane McElhinney, 

Odhran McLaughlin, Cian McCloskey, Shane McElhinney, Michael Lynch, John Paul Harkin, Tom Burns, Kian Morrison.

Front row left to right: Mrs Caroline McLaughlin (Senior Teacher), Cahir McMonagle, Mark Moran, Eoin Mulholland, 
Mark Spence, Aodhan Gallagher, Mr James McQuillan (Head of Year).

Top A2 students 2018 who took up their University places in September 2018 

Front row from left to right: Mr Ronan Payne, Mr Naseeb Rehman, Mrs Delma Boggs, Mr Cathal Crumley, 
Mr Patrick Kelly, Mr Robbie O’Brien (Guest Speaker), Mr Finbar Madden, Mr Shaun McElhinney, 

Mr Robert Kelly, Mr Jack Ward, Mr Ruairi McWade 

Back row left to right: 1. Conor Kelly, Conor Lyons, Dean Chambers, Fabian McGeady, Cormac McElholm, Jack Foley, 
James McLaughlin, Cormac Doherty, Daniel Simpson, Conor Houston, Cian McCartney  

Sports Awards Recipients

Left to right: Kian McGarvey, Sean Melarky, Adam Ward, Fergal Mortimer, Mr Ciaran Stevenson, 
Ciaran Concannon, Conal Casey, Ralph Gonzales, John Brattin

Heads of Department with highest achieving
Languages students at AS-level

Back row left to right: Mr X Prigent, Mrs J Smyth, Mrs M Lübekke, 
Mrs P McConnell

Front row left to right: Tiarnan McKeever, Oran Kelly, Adam Patton, 
Luke Crampsey

The Laureates Prize
is awarded by 

Mr FJM Madden

to Joel Crumley
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In December 2018, 
a group of ten 
Year 12 pupils 
from St Columb’s 
College travelled to 
Germany to meet 

up with their exchange partners 
from IGS Langenhagen.

The group fl ew to Berlin where they 
were able to do some sightseeing and 
sampling the ‘Berlin air’ before taking 

the coach to Hannover. 

After experiencing the very different 
atmosphere in the German school 
on the fi rst day followed by a round 
of bowling the young people quickly 
became friends. A day-trip to 
Hamburg with visit to the Christmas 
market and a tour of the VW 
headquarters at Autostadt Wolfsburg 
were an appropriate introduction to 
the students’ three-day placements 

in local companies - with MTU Aero 
Engines, Sennheiser Electronics, 
Langenhagen Police, Oliven Pharmacy, 
Messe-AG and the Hannover 
newspaper.  After a city tour of 
Hannover and visit to a football match 
between Hannover 96 and Hertha 
BSC on the penultimate day there 
were many long faces when they all 
had to say farewell.

Ms Marion Lübbeke

Langenhagen
Y12 Exchange trip to 

2018/19

Teachers and Heads of Departments with Humanity students 
who achieved top marks in their AS subjects

Back row left to right: Jack Quigg, Mr L Mosby, Mr L Boyle, Mrs MJ O’Carolan, Mr T McGonigle, Mrs L McShane, 
Mr M McConnelogue, Connor McGowan, Terence McLaughlin

Front row left to right: Brian McCarron, Conor McAuley, Neil Cadieux, Ethan McLaughlin, Oisin McConway, 
Ronan Mullan, Shea Boyle

Science and Maths teachers with highest achieving Year 14 students 

Back row left to right: Jake Deeney, Miss Elaine Kerr, Mr Noel Finn, Mrs Miriam McMullan, Mrs Ailish O’Kane, Joel Crumley

Front row left to right: Mark McCusker, Dean McGroarty, Michael McCartney, Aaron Quigley, Neil McAdams, 
Ronan Mullan, Michael McChrystal 
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STUDENT REPORTS

Departure day
Thursday 
29th November 2018

We met at Sainsburys car park at 1:15am on Thursday 
morning at departed at around 1:30/1:45am. The bus 
to Dublin was a long journey and most of us slept. We 
arrived at Dublin airport at around 4:00am we then 
checked in our bags and got our boarding passes, 
We then went through security. We then had around 
two hours to spare so we took ourselves around the 
various restaurants and gift shops available. 

Our fl ight with Aer Lingus left at 7:10am and we arrived 
in Berlin Tegal airport at 10:30 am on a cold but sunny 
Thursday morning. We then took a shuttle bus to the 
bus depot and left our bags in the lockers. 

We then went to the Christmas market and went 
through a huge shopping centre with seven fl oors. 
We went on a tour of Berlin city and saw things like 
the Town Hall and Brandenburg Gate. We then saw a 
holocaust memorial and the remains of the Berlin wall. 
We then had freetime where we went to a shopping 
centre.

At 6:00pm we retured to the bus depot and got out 
bags and got the bus to Hannover. We arrived in 
Hannover at 9.15am and met up with our partners, 
my partner is called Matthes. I then went by car to his 
house and  met his family and got fed. I went to sleep 
at around 10.45pm.

Jack Dunne

Friday November 30th 2018

Our fi rst proper day in Langenhagen began on the 
Friday. I awoke in the German home I was staying in at 
approximately 7:00 am. I had a quick breakfast and left 
the German family home for the German school shortly 
before 8:00. I arrived at the school with my partner 
just as school began and we immediately headed for 
the room where the other German partners and Irish 
students were meeting. The school building itself was 
clearly about forty years old as it had a very 1970s 
look to it (and as I would later learn it was built and 
not updated since that era) but inside the school was 
bright, colourful and modern looking in contrast to the 
rather grey and boring exterior. 

My partner and I made our way to the meeting 
room where we entered, sat down, all of us and our 
partners, and were introduced to the school by the 
Principal and the German teachers in charge of the 
exchange trip. After an introduction to the school and 
an explanation of the rules (which were more relaxed 
in some areas but more strict in others compared to 
our school system) we had a group photo taken of us 
and our partners by a local photographer who then 
sat down and questioned us on Northern Ireland, 
our city and our opinions on Brexit and its effects on 
Northern Ireland. Following this we practised with the 
German students our introductory lines to our work 
placements. I was impressed, as I’m sure the rest 
of the Irish students were, at the excellent English 
speaking ability of the German students compared to 
our rather lacklustere German abilities.

After this, the German student took us on a tour of 
the German school, showing us their various lessons, 
the layout of the school and explaining how their 
school worked. Following this, we all met together at 
the Mensa (the school cafeteria), had our lunch and 
casually talked with the German students whom we 
all got along well with. Finally, we left the school as a 
group and made our way across the street to the city 
shopping centre known as the CCL. There, we went 
to a bowling alley and spent the next hour and a half 
bowling, which was highly enjoyable for me personally 
and I feel that everyone else felt the same way.

When the bowling ended we all went our seprate 
ways, some stayed out, some went for meals and the 
rest, like myself, went home with their partners. For the 
rest of that night I mostly relaxed, still rather tired from 
the long journey of the previous day, but I did speak 
with the German family I was staying with for a time 
and told them of my likes, dislikes and my thoughts 
on Germany and the school. That night I went to bed 
early and had a long deep sleep at the end of an 
enjoyable and interesting day.

Darragh Gargan

STUDENT REPORTS

Hannover
Saturday 
December 1st 2018

On Saturday morning we all met up under the tail of 
the horse, a popular meeting spot. We then walked 
around a bit, as we were on a tour that was given by 
Frau Jelitko, one of the teachers. During the tour, we 
saw a lot moments of Germany´s history, and one of 
the best moments of the tour was seeing the artwork 
of the German city and the effect that the war had on 
it. We also saw a lot of landmarks, and the teachers 
explained what happened, aswell as the story behind 
it. It was at the end of November, start of December 
so the area was quite Christmas themed. There were 
street food stalls and ornaments everywhere, and it 
smelled great.

After we fi nished the tour, we went to a football match 
to watch local side Hannover 96. It took a while to get 
in as we had to walk around the stadium to actually 
get in. Hannover were playing against was Hertha 
Berlin, which was also a pretty popular team. The 
match was very exciting, as the stadium was very big 
and there was a lot of dedicated fans (for both teams) 
and it was bedlam whenever a team scored a goal. 
At half time, we were just talking about the game and 
other stuff. The end result was 2-0, and Hannover was 
on the losing side. Even though the home team lost, it 
was still a great game with a lot of ups and downs. 

All in all, I think the game of Hannover verses Hertha 
Berlin was a great game. The atmosphere was 
amazing, with the fans of Hannover and Hertha BSC 
hyping up the game and fi lling the stadium with their 
energy. I would defi nitely go again, as would all my 
schoolmates present. After the match, I met up with 
friends and we talked for a long while, and just sat 
around and relaxed. 

Adam Henry

Germany 
Exchange Report
Sunday 
December 2nd 2018

Sunday was the day in which we were given time 
with our exchange families. For me this was good 
news as I could sleep a bit longer and take a break 
from travelling and sight seeing. For most of the day I 
stayed in with my family and answered any questions 
they had about my journey, about me, about Derry 
and my opinion on Germany so far. It was quite 
interesting to hear about their experiences in Ireland as 
my partner´s father and grandparents had travelled all 
around Ireland. They had not been to the North as they 
had heard about The Troubles, so I told them about 
The Troubles in Derry and all the confl ict happening 
throughout Northern Ireland during that time and how 
it relates to some problems today. 

Although I can´t remember the name of the food we 
had for lunch they said it was very traditional German 
food and I‘ve found that so far I‘ve liked all the 
´traditional´ German foods. For lunch we had a type of 
pork with boiled potatoes and a type of onion gravy. 
Throughout the day I was trying to speak German to 
the family and although I would make a few mistakes 
that the family would laugh at I did fi nd that speaking 
and listening to German really helped. For a little 
while my partner Warwara and her sister Klara sat 
with me and we listened to both traditional Irish and 
German music. We also watched a few movies (in 
German) before we went out. We left the house later 
in the evening to visit Warwara´s friend Ferris. All of 
Warwara´s friends were interessted in hearing about 
Ireland and what I‘ve done so far in Germany. I told 
them about how tired I was from travelling but also 
about how much I loved Berlin and about how I‘m 
fi nding Langenhagen so far. For the rest of the night 
we listened to music and I tried German snacks like 
Knoppers, Milka and Vita Maltz. 

In general the day was very good as it was a chance 
to relax and to properly meet the entire famly. It also 
gave me the chance to adapt to German lifestyle and 
fully understand the cultural differences.

Conor McCarron
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STUDENT REPORTS

Wolfsburg 

Monday December 3rd 2018

Today I got up at 7:20 and got the train from just 
outside my exchange partner’s house and we met 
with the rest of group at the main train station at nine 
o’clock and got the train to Wolfsburg. We arrived in 
Wolfsburg at 10:20 and travelled to the Volkswagen 
factory and we arrived there at roughly eleven o’clock. 
We then went into the main hall in the autostadt and 
that was just mindblowing to see the sheer size of 
the big statues all around the room we then split up 
into two groups and we went on a tour of the car 
showrooms in English and our exchange partners 
went on a tour in German.

First up on the tour was went to see the classic 
Volkswagen cars and the tour guide showed us all the 
cars from throughout the years of car production and 
we saw the incredible variety of models of cars that 
they had on show. Once the tour was fi nished we then 
met up with our German partners again and we were 
allowed freetime so along with my German partner and 
a few friends ,we  went to have a look around inside 
one of the Volkswagen Christmas market and went 
and looked at their newly released car models. 

Now it was lunch time so I had been made a lunch by 
my partner’s parent and we then found a place to sit 
and eat our lunch. We met up with the teachers again 
and were given information about how many people 
worked in the factory in Wolfsburg alone. I couldn’t 
quite believe that seventy-three thousand people 
worked in that factory. This was nearly three-quarters 
of the population of Derry working in just this factory. 
We then went to the shopping centre and I went into 
the Lindt store and bought some chocolate for my 
mum. It was then time to head home. We then got the 
train at 7 and arrived home at rouglhy 9 o’clock. 

Once home our exchange partner’s mum made me 
spaghetti bolognese and we had dinner then I went to 
bed at roughly 9:30, as I had my work experience the 
next day in MTU and had to wake up at 5:25 so that I  
could be there for 6:30.

Aodhan McGarvey

Tuesday December 4th 2018

On Tuesday I had to get up at six am in order to 
have time for a shower, breakfast and then to collect 
Conor on the way to Sennheiser, Wedemark. Usually, 
Sennheiser begin their morning shift at 7AM but on our 
fi rst day we did not have to arrive until 8.15, where we 
were greeted at the offi ce where we would sign in for 
the next two days! 

We were given a lanyard with ‘Praktikant’ stated on 
it. We had to fi ll in our name and fi nally we signed 
it ‘James McLaughlin’ and ‘Conor McCarron’. We 
arrived early so we waited for a while in a little room for 
‘Lauie’ (our manager) to collect us and take us to our 
workstation. However, before we could begin to work 
we had to complete safety procedures. Later on we 
got a tour of the processes and commitments of the 
quality standard of Sennheiser. Also we got to try the 
headphones in the shop. 

From 11.00 until 2.30 we were asked to make a small 
toy out of copper wire and then to solder it together. 
We were so slow compared to two Brazillian students 
who were along with us. During lunch we were allowed 
to eat in the canteen, and also Conor and I were 
constantly going to the canteen to take advantage of 
the free hot drinks!

Conor and I shared lifts so Kira’s grandfather drove 
us there and Warwara’s grandfather collected us and 
brought us back to school, where we were collected 
by our partners to go to their classes.

When we got home we had something to eat and then 
we went to Annika’s house to watch a movie and eat 
some Pringles. 

James McLaughlin

STUDENT REPORTS

Work Experience 
at MTU
Wednesday 
December 5th 2018

MTU is a company that produces aeroplane engines. 
The work starts at 6:30am and fi nishes at 15:00pm. 
MTU has thousands of workers, working round the 
clock, because there are new aeroplanes being built all 
the time.

MTU in Langenhagen is only a small part of a 
worldwide organisation. MTU in Langenhagen is 
a maintenance centre for the main headquaters in 
Munich where all these parts are put together. 
When we arrived at the work placement, it was a very 
different experience, walking into a major engineering 
company. I got a tour of the workshop and of the 
whole building. When we went into the workshop 
where we were doing the placement and then we were 
asked to start taking apart part of an aeroplane engine 
and when we were fi nished taking it apart we had to 
reassemble the part again, I thought this was a very 
enjoyable experience.

On Wednesday evening we had a very good meeting 
at the school with our partners and the parents of our 
partners. We chatted with our friends and sampled 
some German foods. The meeting began at 19:00 and 
then it fi nished at 20:45. After the meeting we all went 
back to the house with are partners because we had a 
long day the next day. 

Overall I have enjoyed my experience in Germany.  

Ben Mellon 

St Nikolaustag
Thursday 
December 6th 2018

On Thursday morning I woke up at 6:30 am, got a 
quick shower, ate breakfast and then I checked my 
shoes that I left out the previous night and found that 
there was a variety of chocolates in them. After I left 
the chocolates in my room I headed over to school 
with Annika, the partner I am staying with. The reason 
I went over to school with Annika is because my work 
placement didn´t start until 8:30 am and we arrive at 
the school at 8:00 am. After I spent about 15 or 20 
minutes in the school I headed over to the City Centre 
Langenhagen (CCL) where my work placement was. 

I arrived at work around 8:25 am and the doors were 
locked so I had to go around to the back entrance in 
the shopping centre. When I got in, I met Herr Krebs 
in his offi ce and for the fi rst hour of the placement I 
watched him type up articles and arrange the articles 
into the newspaper lay out. When we were taking a 
break from the articles, Herr Krebs took his camera 
and we both headed over to IGS Langenhagen to take 
a few photos and interview a few pupils as there were 
a number of student-made goods that were being sold 
there. 

We headed back to the CCL after the interviews and 
continued to type up articles and arrange them into 
the newspaper layout. After another hour and a half 
of typing, he interviewed me and took a photo of me 
as I was going to be in tomorrow`s newspaper. I then 
proceded to get something to eat in Rewe and after 
it was 2:00 pm I headed back over to the school. We 
fi nished the school day and then I headed back to the 
house with Annika and rested for about and hour and 
a half before heading over to Super Fly.

We spent an hour and a half in Super Fly and it was 
fun, although I did land on my neck when trying to do 
a fl ip and it didn`t end so well. I`m also pretty sure I 
tried eveything at least once in Super Fly.

After Super Fly, Annika`s father collected us outside 
and we then headed over to a steakhouse near the 
CCL and I got a sirloin and steak house fries which 
was very very nice. Once we had fi nished up in the 
steakhouse we all headed back to the house and we 
all headed to sleep.

Niall Mooney
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Sweltering is the only way to 
describe the atmosphere on the last 
day of the 2017 2018 academic 
year as the annual staff v pupils 
match was held on the 3G pitch.

In a highly competitive 
match across the disciplines of 
both Association Football and 
Gaelic Football, staff faced up 
to a Year 12 selection of young 
stars. The skills displayed by both 

sides were exceptional given the 
temperature and the fans on the 
sidelines enjoyed an hour of intense 
competition.

The result? Actually it was 
a draw but the real result was 
the tremendous camaraderie 
between teachers and pupils which 
permeates our school community. 
It was a real pleasure to witness. 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell
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Retiree
Mr Thomas Bradley

Thomas began his teaching career in St 
Columb’s in September 1983 as a teacher 
of History and Religious Education and has 
served our school under six Presidents 
or Principles. He was subsequently 
appointed Head of History. Looking back 
on his time being a Head of Department, 
Thomas recalls a thriving Department 
with increasing numbers of pupils 
choosing History and excellent examination 
results. History students enjoyed the
collegiality of their teachers and experienced 
many extra-curricular opportunities such as trips. 
Combining the two subjects he started out teaching, 
Thomas co-wrote with Rev J Walsh a history of 
the early Irish church. This publication proved 
of great benefi t to students studying both 
Religious Education and History at A level. 

In 2007 Thomas was appointed Curricular Vice-
Principal, bringing his undoubted skills as a Head 
of Department into a whole school context. Behind 
all his initiatives lay an educational philosophy best 
summed up as “opportunity for all”. Thomas was, and still 
remains, a fi rm believer in giving all of our pupils the widest 
range of curricular options possible so as to open up to 
all of them a variety of career pathways suited to their 
individual learning needs. Thomas proved to play a pivotal 
role in the introduction and success of subjects like BTEC 
Engineering, Construction, IT with Business Studies and 
Applied Science. 

The evolution of the role of Careers 
Education in our school can be traced 
directly back to his core beliefs. Since he 
was appointed Vice-Principal, Thomas has 
taken great pride in helping re-vamp the role 
of Careers Education, Information and Guidance 
(CEIAG) in St Columb’s College. Thomas wanted this 
area to become more embedded all through our school 
so that it became personalised to the individual needs of 
our pupils. Evidence of the changing nature of CEIAG in 
St Columb’s is the destinations of our leavers, with the list 
now encompassing a wide range of third level colleges. 
Thomas wanted our leavers to have options rather than 
just follow the crowd. The fact that our school can deliver 
more than thirty subjects at A Level attests to the effi cacy 
with which Thomas brought his vision to reality. 

Parallel to this, Thomas worked with the 
Education and Training Inspectorate of 

Northern Ireland (ETI) for six years. He 
describes this period of his life as the 
ultimate in professional development, 
where you are forced to look at all aspects
of curriculum delivery through constructively
critical eyes. Taking yourself out of your 

own school and looking at how other 
schools deliver their curriculum certainly 

broadens one’s educational horizons, and the 
lessons learned can be of great benefi t in the 

process of learning how to run a good school. 

Thomas would like to acknowledge the help and 
support of many people across his career. 
In particular, he points to Mr Gerard Rainey, 
former Vice-Principal of St Columb’s College, 
for instilling in him a concern for the individual, 

Archbishop Eamon Martin, former President of 
St Columb’s College, for the progressive nature 

of his educational outlook and Rev John Walsh, former 
President of St Columb’s College, for teaching him the 
importance of attention to detail.   

The GAA has always been close to his heart, and Thomas 
recalls the self-sacrifi ce of generations of teachers in 
the pursuit of excellence and giving our pupils every 
opportunity to shine. Through sport, debating, language 
trips, music and art, to only mention a few, Thomas is 
pleased with the opportunities presented to our pupils 

across the whole curriculum.  

Any advice for younger teachers? Avoid cynicism. Life 
is too short for a negative mind-set. Be positive and 
enjoy the job. 

We are sad to see Thomas go. As a teacher of History, 
Thomas will only too well appreciate that his gift to us is 
that he helped drive our school forward in a time of much 
educational change whilst at the same time continuing the 
tradition of the values and ethos of St Columb’s College 
that he inherited from his predecessors. Continuity lies at 
the heart of the working lifetime of Mr Thomas Bradley. 
Ad multos annos!

Mr Brendan O’ Donnell

My experience
as a Year 8 pupil

Summer Camp
           My introduction to St Columb’s was at the Year 8 
summer scheme in July 2018 where I met lots of boys in 
the same position as me - we had the best time.  We then 
met up again at our induction at the start of the school 
year.  We are all friends now.

Year 8 Induction
The fi rst couple of days were a tour of the school 
and learning about the school’s history and the 
famous past pupils.  The tour was really informative, 
as you could get lost easily in such a large school 
building. We visited all of the Departments, we received 
our iPads, we were introduced to many teachers and 
we fi nished off the induction with a movie.

First Week
When I started St Columb’s in September I felt a 
great deal of pride for this school. I was introduced to 
my form tutor Mr Barr, my teachers and my Year Head, Mr 
McLaughlin. I was really eager to get into routine and make 
a good fi rst impression. 

Timetable and 
Getting into Routine
It didn’t take me long to get used to St Columb’s and 
the changes from primary school.  Believe me it is a lot 
different but in my opinion it is a whole lot better! 

I decided to use the bus to get to school in the morning 
and I’m glad I did because we have the best of craic and 
we get to socialise as well.

Getting used to the timetable and the subject changes 
was easy and it didn’t take me that long to settle in. Once 
I got fully into routine, I then looked at the after-school 
clubs and music groups. I joined the Gaelic team and I 
have also been really involved with the Music Department. 

School Life
In St Columb’s there is something made clear to us: if you 
work hard at everything you do, you get rewarded. The 
rewards are things such as getting a good comment in 

your 
Day 

Book or getting 
to play football 
tournaments every 
once in a while. I fi nd 
this approach to be very 
effective because me and my 
friends love getting out of class! 
Our subjects are all based around the 
iBooks on our iPads, this was new to us but it 
works so well both in class lessons and for homework - 
this beats carrying books for eleven subjects!   In Year 8 
we have topic assessments in each subject every month 
and we had exams in February.  

As I have already said before, primary school is a lot 
different to secondary school. There are so many students 
in the corridors and more subject exams to study. I really 
like the daily changes in subjects because it is almost like 
you refresh your head as you walk through the corridor. 
I found new friends in St Columb’s but I still see my old 
friends from primary school and it is good always to 
have someone you know in your class, as you feel more 
comfortable.

I am really glad to have come to St Columb’s; it has made 
me a really happy person.

Jack McGinn
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German Department Junior Trip to

In September 2018 twenty-two pupils from Year 9 
travelled to Germany on a one-week school trip to 
the Rhineland region.  They were accompanied by 
Ms Lübbeke, Mrs Gallagher and Ms McKee.  The 
week was spent sightseeing around Koblenz and 
Cologne with visits to the Chocolate Museum, the 
Nürburgring racing track, Phantasialand theme 
park and Cologne football stadium.  The group also 

went on a boat trip on the Rhine, 
had a tour of Burg Eltz castle, 

travelled up Boppard mountain in chair lifts and spent 
the evenings bowling, shopping and having fun in a 

water park. On the way they picked up German 
words from signposts and shops, and tried to 
memorise information from all their visits to prepare 

themselves for Mr Hyndman’s evening quiz.  The 
pupils had a fantastic time and want to know 
when the next German trip is.

Ms Marion Lübekke

The Columban 2019 The Columban 2019

46 47



The Columban 2019 The Columban 2019

48 49

Gaelic Football and Hurling in St Columb’s

for his club, playing at midfi eld in 
the Kevin Lynches teams which 
won the Derry Minor and Ulster 

Championships. Eoghan also 
played at midfi eld in the U21 
Derry Championship winning 
team.

He also led our school to the 

Names left to right: Mr Tony McGonigle, Fergal Mortimer, Eoghan Cassidy, Naoise O Mianáin, 
Mr Eamonn Burns, Mr James McQuillan, Mr Bliadhan Glass, Mr Michael McLaughlin.

Pictured at the All Star Gala Awards evening in the Europa Hotel Belfast are 
L-R Eoghan Cassidy (Hurling All Star) Fergal Mortimer (Winning Captain 

of Markey Cup Team) and Naoise O’ Mianáin (Football All Star)

semi-fi nal of the Casement Shield. 
This is the fi rst Colleges Hurling All-
Star won by a pupil from St Columb’s 
College and is a fantastic achievement 
but a fi tting reward for a young man 
with a fantastic attitude, supreme skill, 
dedication and excellent work rate. 

Maith thú Eoghan!

It has been a historic year for Gaelic 
and Hurling teams in St Columb’s 
College with titles lifted in both codes. 
However, signifi cant success was 
achieved in both codes with Naoise 
O’ Mianáin awarded an Ulster School 
Football All-Star and Eoghan Cassidy 
being awarded an Ulster Schools 
Hurling All Star. St Columb’s College 
was the only school to achieve an All-
Star in both codes. 

Naoise O’ Mianáin was named at 
number 3 on the Ulster Colleges 
All-Star team. Naoise recently joined 
our sixth form and has excelled in 
the number 3 jersey for our winning 
Markey Cup team and the Cathair 
Dhoire MacLarnon team. Naoise is 
Craigbane’s third winner - following on 
from Cathal O’Kane (2004) and Lee 
Moore (2008). Maith thú Naoise!

Eoghan Cassidy won his Ulster Colleges 
All-Star at wing back. This caps a 
fantastic year for Eoghan who 
has captained the Derry 
U17’s to an All-Ireland title 
defeating Galway in the 
fi nal of the Celtic Challenge. 
Eoghan has also been pivotal 
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A little bit of 
All-Star History 
School All-Star teams began in 1988.

However, the All-Star scheme had its genesis in 1984 
when, as part of the GAA Centenary year celebrations, the 
Interprovincial Colleges’ competition was resurrected for a 
one-off.

The 1984 games were played in Nowlan Park Kilkenny 
and St Columb’s College had two representatives on the 
team.

Also in 2000, Millennium teams in hurling and football 
were selected by the participating schools as a best team 
1988-2000.

Football Millennium 
All-Star team (2000)
Jonathon Kelly, Paddy McGuinness, Sean Martin Lockhart, 
Fergal P McCusker, Tony McEntee, Kieran McGeeney, 
Karl Diamond, Paul Brewster, Paul McGrane, Eamonn 
Burns, John Duffy, Paddy McKeever, Raymond Gallagher, 
James McCartan, Oisin McConville.

Notice our very own Head of Physical Education 
Mr Eamonn Burns is listed on the Millennium team. 

St Columb’s College 
All-Star Roll of Honour
1984 No.3 Paul Bradley
1984 No.20 Martin White
1990 No.10 Eamonn Burns
1992 No.8 Joe Murray
2003 No.2 Kyle Gallagher
2004 No.10 Cathal O’Kane
2007 No.10 Stephen Cleary
2008 No.13 Lee Moore
2016 No.1 Dylan Doherty
2018 No.3 Naoise O’ Mianáin

We capped a historic week for Gaelic Games in St 
Columb’s College in December, with the announcement 
of our two senior All Stars and following in the footsteps 
of Fergal Mortimer 2016 and Cahir McMonagle 2017, 
Shea Browne was selected at No.13 on the Danske 
Bank Queen’s University Future Stars team.

This award goes to the best Year 12s in the 2018 Ulster 
Schools season.

Shea captained our Ulster champions of 2016 lifting 
the Corn Colmcille Cup. His talent is such, that he 
has always and continues to play pivotal roles in the 
age groups above him, playing for our winning Senior 
Markey Cup team and the Cathair Dhoire MacLarnon 
Cup team that reached the � nal on St Patrick’s Day.

Just reward for a dedicated GAA man. Maith thú Shea.

Fergal Mortimer being interviewed on stage at 
All-Star Awards by BBC’s Mr Thomas Niblock.
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At the behest of Michael Cusack 
seven men met in Hayes Hotel, 
Thurles on November 1, 1884 
and founded the Gaelic Athletic 
Association for the preservation 
and cultivation of our national 
pastimes. Although not quite on the 
same scale, a similar such meeting 
was called on June of 2018 at St 
Columb’s College and in attendance 
were Mr Michael McLaughlin 
(St Columb’s College) Mr Conal 
Donaghy (Oakgrove Integrated) Mr 
Michael McCullagh (Lumen Christi) 
Mr Darren Curry (St Joseph’s 
College) and Mr Paul Simpson 
(Urban Gaelic Games Promotion 
Offi cer). From that meeting and the 
same ethos of 1884 Cathair Dhoire 
was born with a view to further 
promoting and developing Gaelic 
Games in Derry City.  

Cathair 
D h o i r e

Danske Bank MacRoRy cup 2019 53www.ulsterschoolsgaa.com
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SCORERS

 1adh Leath/1st Half

 2adh Leath/2nd Half

 IOMLáN/FINaL ScOre

CathaiR DhOiRE
derryMatthew Stephenson

Maitias Mac Stiofáin
Faughanvale

Naoise Ó Mianáin
Naoise Ó Mianáin

craigbane

Peter O’Flaherty
Peadar Ó Flatharta
Owen roe O’ Neill

Michael Lynch
Micheál Ó Loinsigh

Steelstown Brian Óg

Shane McElhinney
Seán Mac Giolla

choinnigh Faughanvale

Jude Mullan
Iúd Ó Maoláin
Slaughtmanus

Conor McLaughlin
conchúr Mac Lochlainn

craigbane

1

32 4

65 7

Cormac Mooney
cormac Ó Maonaigh
Steelstown Brian Óg

Shea Browne
Sé de Brún

clann Na nGael

8 9

Ben McCarron
Ben Mac cearáin

Steelstown Brian Óg

Fergal Mortimer (capt)
Fearghal Ó Muircheartaigh 

craigbane

Eoghán Cassidy
eoghan Ó casaide

Slaughtmanus

Ryan Brown
rian de Brún

claudy

 Cahir McMonagle
cathair Mac Monghail
Steelstown Brian Óg

1110 12

1413 15

Oran McGrath
Odhrán Mac craith
Strabane Sigersons

16. adam hargan | ádhamh Ó hargáin 
Steelstown Brian Óg

17. Jude Óg Moore | Iúd Óg Ó Mórdha  
craigbane

18. tiernan O’ Kane | Tiarnán Ó catháin  
claudy

19. Oran McMenamin | Odhrán Mac Meanman 
Steelstown Brian Óg

20. Ciaran Concannon | ciarán Ó concheanainn 
Steelstown Brian Óg

21. Caomhán O’ Connor | caomhán  Ó conchúir 
Slaughtmanus

22. James Lynch | Séamas Ó Loinsigh  
Steelstown Brian Óg

23. Jack McLaughlin | Seán Mac Lochlainn 
Steelstown Brian Óg

24. Jason Mcaleer | Jason Mac Giolla Uidhir 
Steelstown Brian Óg

25. Oisín O’ Donnell | Oisín Ó dónaill  
craigbane

26. Cillian hughes | cillian Ó haodha  
Steelstown Brian Óg

27. Conaire Molloy | conaire Ó Maolmhaodhóg 
Slaughtmanus

28. Ben O’ Kane | Ben Ó catháin  
craigbane

29. aidan Duddy | aodhán Ó dubhda  
Slaughtmanus

30. Mark Grant | Marcas Mac Gráinne 
Steelstown Brian Óg

31. Conall Murphy | conall Ó Murchú   
Steelstown Brian Óg
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We are honoured to be taking part in what is the most important day 
of the danske Bank Ulster Schools’ Gaa calendar.  Our three schools 
have long been working closely together as members of the Foyle 

Learning community - seeking to provide the best educational opportunities for 
our students - and we are delighted to have been able to extend this co-operation 
into the sporting arena.  

It has been really fulfilling for us to watch the cathair dhoire Panel develop as 
players and as young men.  They have become role models in their schools, clubs 
and community and we know that this positive influence will continue into their 
adult years.  Their participation in today’s Final is a deserved reward for their 
commitment, generosity and ability to inspire their peers.  We are delighted to see 
them forge friendships which will last long after they have departed our schools. 

Today offers yet another opportunity for our parents and community to come 
together to celebrate the achievements of our young people. We recognise that it 
is only with their support that our boys can achieve their potential.  We thank our 
sponsors and all those who have contributed to help the team reach today’s Final.  

We hope that all four teams in today’s Finals play to their potential, leaving us 
all with stories to tell about how we were there on March 18th 2019 to see two 
wonderful games, played with passion, skill and heart.  

Good luck to the cathair dhoire Panel!  We are so very proud of each and every 
one of you.

Katrina Crilly (Oakgrove Integrated college)
FJM Madden (St columb’s college)
Siobhán McCauley (Lumen christi college)

Principals’ Comment

CAthAIR DhOIRe, DeRRy

a dream 
in the making

Across our City and within our own 
school, as proven this year through 
All Star successes and our Markey 
Cup victory, we have young men 
that are capable of and should 
aspire to play at the very top grades 
in Gaelic Football. Cathair Dhoire 
was formed with a view to allowing 
these young men that opportunity. 
Each school selected players that 
would continue to grow and further 
develop their footballing ability 
through exposure to football at a 
higher grade, leading to renewed 
enthusiasm, self-belief and long 
term participation and promotion of 
Gaelic Games in Derry City. 

This year, Cathair 
Dhoire competed 
in the MacLarnon 
Cup with a view to 

moving into the MacRory Cup the 
following year. Such has been the 
success of this project, that our local 
clubs, media, the use of Cletic Park, 
support from our principals’ and 
main sponsor ‘City Cabs’ witnessed 
the team reach the MacLarnon Cup 
Final on Monday 18th March 2019. 

Next season we move into the 
blue-ribbon event of Ulster Schools 
Football, the MacRory Cup. St 
Columb’s College last played 
MacRory Cup in the 1980’s. It is 
only right that Derry City has a team 
playing at this level, however, each 
school knows that presently, it can’t 
achieve this on its own. We look 
forward to this competition and the 
continued development of our Gaels 
within Derry City Schools through 
the Cathair Dhoire Project.      

Mr Michael McLaughlin
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coach and Manager Profile

Michael McLaughlin: Manager 
Michael is a Teacher of Physical education at St columb’s college. He is a treble winning captain with his 
club Sean dolans, derry city, in 2009, leading the club to its first ever promotion from the junior ranks into 
intermediate football and securing its first ever Junior championship. 

Having taught and developed a strong Gaa ethos in St. Brigid’s college, derry city, for 13 years, Michael 
moved the short distance to St columb’s college in 2014, securing the school’s first underage title in 14 
years winning the danske Bank corn colmcille in 2015. 

Michael was also part of this year’s management team that secured St. columb’s first ever Markey cup 
title. His first step into club management in 2015 with St Mary’s Faughanvale secured the club’s return 
to the intermediate ranks with a historic treble of League, championship and Neil carlin cup, while also 
leading the ‘Vale’ to a first ever Ulster Final appearance.]

 In 2017, he lead Faughanvale back to the club’s first intermediate championship appearance since 
1999. In 2018 he was part of the management team with Naomh conaill, Glenties, winning the donegal 
comórtas Peile na Gaeltachta championship and leading Naomh conaill back to the senior championship 
final against current Ulster champions Gweedore. 

Conal Donaghy: coach
conal is a member of John Mitchel’s, claudy Gac, founded in 1888.  While his playing career fell between 
claudy’s two championship successes to date, he saw success in the League, with two victories.  Following 
his playing career, he has been a long serving coach to a range of under-age teams in the club. He has also 
served on the John Mitchel’s committee as coaching Officer.

conal has spent his teaching career at Oakgrove Integrated college, joining the staff in 1994, two years 
after the school opened.  In the school’s early years, he was instrumental in Oakgrove’s competitive entry 
on to the Gaelic Football field.  during his time at Oakgrove he has coached teams across the year groups, 
introducing many pupils from different backgrounds to the game.

along with fellow coach, Gavan duffy, he led the school to success in the Vocational Schools era, 
winning honours at county level on several occasions. While he has previously coached Oakgrove teams 
at Markey cup and Ward cup level, this is his first venture into the MacLarnon cup.

Michael McCullagh: coach
Michael is a Physical education Teacher at Lumen christi college. He is a member of the Watty Graham 
club in Maghera.  after finishing playing senior football he began coaching within his club and has 
coached teams at all age levels. He currently takes the U6s where his son plays and says this has proven 
to be the most stressful age group he has coached. 

He has been teaching in Lumen christi college for 12 years now and has managed the school to 4 
Ulster titles at different grades, the last being the danske Bank Ward cup in 2017.

He says this amalgamation has given several of his players the chance to compete at a higher level 
and make lifelong friends with pupils from other schools.

Paul Simpson: coach
Paul works as Urban Gaelic Games Promotion Officer for derry and Strabane district council 
developing links with schools and clubs throughout the city. He is a member of the doire Trasna club 
and was manager of their winning championship and League teams in 2012 and 2017. He is currently 
U-8 coach/manager.
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School: St. Columb’s 

Club: St. Mary’s Faughanvale

Position: Goalkeeper 

Weight: 12st 

Height: 6’0” 

Age: 17

School: Lumen Christi 

Club: Slaughtmanus 

Position: Half-Back 

Weight: 10st 9 

Height: 5’10” 

Age: 18 

School: Lumen Christi 

Club: Strabane Sigersons

 Position: Midfield 

Weight: 12st 11 

Height: 6’0” 

Age: 16

School: St. Columb’s 

Club: Claudy 

Position: Full-Forward 

Weight: 11st 

Height: 5’10” 

Age: 18

School: Lumen Christi 

Club: Owen Roe O’ Neill’s

 Position: Corner-Back 

Weight: 9st 11 

Height: 5’ 9” 

Age: 18

School: St. Columb’s 

Club: St. Mary’s Faughanvale

 Position: Defender 

Weight: 11st 4 

Height: 5’11” 

Age: 17

School: St. Columb’s 

Club: Clann Na nGael 

Position: Forward 

Weight: 10st 10 

Height: 5’10” 

Age: 16

School: St. Columb’s 

Club: Slaughtmanus 

Position: Half-Forward 

Weight: 10st 

Height: 5’10” 

Age: 18

School: St. Columb’s 

Club: Craigbane 

Position: Full Back 

Weight: 12st 6 

Height: 5’11” 

Age: 17 

School: St. Columb’s 

Club: Craigbane 

Position: Half-Back 

Weight: 11st 9 

Height: 5’11” 

Age: 18

School: Lumen Christi 

Club: Steelstown Brian Óg’s

 Position: Half-Forward 

Weight: 12st 

Height: 6’0” 

Age: 18

School: St. Columb’s 

Club: Steelstown Brian Óg’s

Position: Forward 

Weight: 9st 8 

Height: 5’8” 

Age: 17

Club: Kildress Wolfe Tones

Position: Defender 

Weight: 10st 

Height: 5’11”

Age: 18

School: St. Columb’s 

Club: Steelstown Brian Óg’s

 Position: Midfield 

Weight: 12st 

Height: 6’1” 

Age: 18

School: St. Columb’s 

Club: Craigbane 

Position: Half-Forward 

Weight: 12st 

Height: 5’10” 

Age: 18

School: St. Columb’s 

Club: Steelstown Brian Óg’s

Position: Goalkeeper 

Weight: 12st 9 

Height: 6’ 1” 

Age: 16

Matthew Stephenson

Jude Mullan 

Oran McGrath 

 Ryan Brown  

Peter O’Flaherty 

Shane McElhinney

Shea Browne

Eoghán Cassidy 

Naoise Ó Mianáin

Conor McLaughlin

Ben McCarron 

 Cahir McMonagle

Michael Lynch 

Cormac Mooney  

Fergal Mortimer (capt) 

adam hargan

honours: 

honours: 
Minor ‘B’ championship and League 
Winners 2016, danske Bank corn 
cúchulainn (2017) 

honours: 
QUB. Future Star, U14 ‘a’ club 
championship, danske Bank corn 
cúchulainn 2017, Tyrone Minor

honours: Vocational Schools Title, 
Ulster club championship, derry 
Minor club championship, danske 
Bank Markey cup.

honours: 
danske Bank Ward cup, danske 
Bank corn cúchulainn, Tyrone U14 
‘B’ League Title

honours: 
danske Bank Markey cup, derry 
Minor ‘B’ League 2018, derry Minor 
2017/18

honours: U14 Tyrone championship and 
League, Féile championship, QUB. Future 
Star, danske Bank corn colmcille, danske 
Bank Markey cup, Tyrone Minor

honours: danske Bank Markey cup, 
danske Bank Maguire cup, danske 
Bank Ulster Schools’ all Star, 2 x Ulster 
club Minor Hurling championships

honours: 
danske Bank Ward cup, corn cúchu-
lainn and Markey cup, danske Bank 
Ulster Schools’ all-Star.

honours: 
U16 ‘B’ derry club championship, 
danske Bank Markey cup

honours: Ulster Minor championship 
(derry), Ulster U20 championship 
(derry), U20 all Star, danske Bank Ulster 
Schools’ all Star, danske Bank Ward cup, 
danske Bank corn cúchulainn cup.

honours: QUB. Future Star, danske 
Bank Markey cup. club Minor ‘B’ 
League and championship. carlin 
duffy cup

honours:  club U14 ‘a’ League, U16 ‘B’ 
League, U16 ‘B’ championship, carlin duffy 
cup, danske Bank Markey cup, dankse 
Bank Maguire cup, derry Minor. 

honours: 
danske Bank Markey cup, derry 
U15, U17 development Team, U14 ‘a’ 
derry League.

honours: Ulster Minor championship 
(derry) Ulster U20 championship (derry) 
U16 ‘B’ club championship. danske Bank 
Markey cup. QUB Future Star

honours: derry Minor 
championship

Danske Bank MacRoRy cup 2019 61www.ulsterschoolsgaa.com
S
c
o
ile

anna Ula
d
h

C
u

m
a

n
n Lúthchle

a

s 
G

a
e

l

CAthAIR DhOIRe, DeRRy

Jude Óg Moore

Caomhán O’ Connor 

Oisín O’ Donnell 

aidan Duddy 

tiernan O’ Kane 

James Lynch 

Cillian hughes

Mark Grant 

Oran McMenamin

Jack McLaughlin  

Conaire Molloy 

Conall Murphy

Ciaran Concannon

Jason Mcaleer 

Ben O’ Kane 

School: St. Columb’s 

Club: Craigbane 

Position: Full-Forward 

Weight: 12st 

Height: 6’2” 

Age: 17 

School: St. Columb’s 

Club: Claudy 

Position: Half-Back 

Weight: 11st 

Height: 6’0” 

Age: 18

School: Lumen Christi 

Club: Steelstown Brian Óg’s

Position: Half Forward 

Weight: 11st 8 

Height: 6’0” 

Age: 16

School: St. Columb’s 

Club: Steelstown Brian Óg’s

Position: Half-Forward 

Weight: 10st 

Height: 5’8” 

Age: 18

honours: 2 x U16 ‘B’ derry championship, 
U16 ‘B’ Hurling championship, danske 
Bank Ulster Schools’ Markey cup, 1 celtic 
challenge cup, derry U17 Hurling, derry 
Minor

honours: 
club Minor ‘B’ championship, 
danske Bank Markey cup

honours: 
danske Bank corn colmcille and 
corn cúchulainn, derry Minor

honours:  
danske Bank Markey cup 

School: St. Columb’s 

Club: Slaughtmanus 

Position: Full Forward 

Weight: 15st 

Height: 6’2” 

Age: 18

School: St. Columb’s 

Club: Steelstown Brian Óg’s

Position: 5’ 10” 

Weight: 12st 8 

Height: 5’10” 

Age: 18 

School: St. Columb’s 

Club: Steelstown Brian Óg’s

Position: Defender 

Weight: 11st 5 

Height: 6’0” 

Age: 18

School: St. Columb’s 

Club: Steelstown Brian Óg’s

Position: Half-Back 

Weight: 12st 

Height: 6’0” 

Age: 18

honours: 
Minor ‘B’ League and championship
Markey cup 

honours: 
U14 ‘a’ League, U16 ‘B’ Hurling cham-
pionship, carlin duffy cup, danske 
Bank Markey cup 2019.

honours: 
danske Bank Markey cup

honours: 
danske Bank Markey cup, U16 ‘B’ 
club championship

School: Lumen Christi 

Club: Craigbane 

Position: Half-Back 

Weight: 10st 

Height: 5’10” 

Age: 17 

School: Lumen Christi 

Club: Steelstown Brian Óg’s

Position: Half-Back 

Weight: 11st 

Height: 6’1” 

Age: 18

School: Lumen Christi 

Club: Slaughtmanus 

Position: Midfield 

Weight: 13st 6 

Height: 6’3” 

Age: 16 

School: St. Columb’s

Club: Craigbane 

Position: Goalkeeper 

Weight: 10st 2 

Height: 6’0” 

Age: 15 

honours: 
U16 ‘B’ derry club championship. 
danske Bank corn cúchulainn cup 

honours: U14 derry ‘a’ League, derry 
and Ulster Óg Sport, carlin duffy cup, 
derry reserve championship, danske 
Bank corn cúchulainn cup

honours: 
derry club Hurling ‘B’ championship 

honours: 
U16 ‘B’ derry club championship, 
danske Bank corn colmcille (2014)

School: St. Columb’s 

Club: Slaughtmanus 

Position: Forward 

Weight: 10st 8 

Height: 5’9” 

Age: 18 

School: Oakgrove Integrated

Club: Steelstown Brian Óg’s

Position: Full-Back 

Weight: 14st 

Height: 5’10” 

Age: 18

School: Oakgrove Integrated

Club: Steelstown Brian Óg’s

Position: Forward 

Weight: 10st 2 

Height: 5’11” 

Age: 18 

honours: Minor B2 League and 
championship, Ulster Schools’ ‘d’ 
2016, Ulster Schools’ ‘c’ 2017, danske 
Bank Markey cup 

honours: 
carlin duffy cup.

honours: 
U16 League, U16 championship, 
U18 carlin duffy cup

The Columban 2019
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Names left to right: Mr Tony McGonigle, Fergal Mortimer, Eoghan Cassidy, Naoise O Mianáin, 

Mr Eamon Burns, Mr James McQuillan, Mr Bliadhan Glass, Mr Michael McLaughlin.

This year was one to remember for 
those involved in Gaelic Football in the 
school with the Senior Team winning 
the Markey Cup in February, the fi rst 
Ulster title won by the school at Senior 
level since 2002.  The squad of 2002 
were honoured at the annual Past Pupils
Union dinner held in October 2018.

After winning all group stage games, 
including a victory over reigning 
champions Carndonagh Community 
School the team comfortably 
overcame Donaghmore of Tyrone in a 
playoff game held in Magherafelt on a 
scoreline of 1-14 to 1-16, with 
Ryan Brown, Padraig Nelis and captain
Fergal Mortimer the stand out performers.

Next up in the quarter fi nal was Loreto 
College from Milford who had narrowly 
lost out in the Donegal Schools fi nal 
a week beforehand. This encounter 
was hard-fought to say the least and 
one where the players showed great 
discipline and bravery in a hostile 
environment going through on a score 
line of 1-9 to 0-5. Tiarnan O’Kane, 
James Lynch and Cahir McMonagle 
all put in tremendous performances. 
However, it was the individual 
performance of the season from Fergal 
Mortimer that made the difference as 
the boys advanced to the semi-fi nal 
where they played Colaiste na Carraige 
from Donegal.

The semi-fi nal game played in 

Strabane would have been enjoyable 
for the neutral as the balance swung 
back and forth in a pulsating game. 
However, a fi nal burst in the last fi ve 
minutes saw the College make the fi nal 
on a scoreline of 1-16 to 3-7. All-Star 
hurler Eoghan Cassidy produced a 
man of the match performance at 
left half back and scored one of the 
best goals in any Ulster Colleges 
game played this year. All-Star full 
back Naoise O’Mianain also made an 
immense contribution, steadying the 
ship and making timely interventions 
when the game threatened to get 
away from the team.

The fi nal pitted St Columb’s against 
their fourth Donegal opponent of the 
year in the shape of Abbey Vocational 
School from Donegal Town who 
overcame the tournament favourites, 
St Ciaran’s Ballygawley in their semi-
fi nal. The fi nal was an experience that 
will live long in the memory of all those 
involved and in attendance. An Abbey 
side that contained Donegal minor 
and u-20 panellists ran into a seven-
point lead at one stage in the fi rst half. 
However, this lead was cut to three 
points before the half time whistle. 
A herculean performance in the 
second half saw Ciaran 
Concannon score 
the all-important 
College goal with 
his fi rst touch after 
coming on as a 

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 15th 2019 - O’DONNELL PARK, LETTERKENNY

MARKEY CUP TRIUMPH

sub. Excellent performances from Shea 
Browne, Cormac Mooney, and a last 
minute block by the outstanding Conor 
McLaughlin that was reminiscent of 
Conor Gormley’s legendary intervention 
in the All Ireland Final of 2003 meant 
that the boys emerged winners on a 
scoreline of 2-11 to 3-5.

Two weeks later the team contested an 
All-Ireland semi-fi nal against Connacht 
champions St. Paul’s Oughterard from 
Galway which they lost on a scoreline 
of 3-9 to 0-12. The boys should be 
extremely proud of the performance 
they gave against a side who won their 
Connacht fi nal by double fi gures and 
contained 4 players who represented 
Galway at Minor and Under 20 level.

Throughout the year, these young men 
displayed all the virtues that you’d wish 
to see in all of our students. Hard-work, 
courage, discipline, a willingness to 
learn and a camaraderie that will lead 
to life-long friendships. They are now 

part of the history of Gaelic Games 
in the school and no doubt, 

they too will be honoured at 
a Past Pupil event in years 
to come.

Mr James McQuillan
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Going through the Motions Year 9 Debating Final
Lecture Theatre
Friday May 24th 2019

Sometimes we teachers can 
become a bit jaded. Might this scribe 
therefore recommend immersing 
oneself in the broader curriculum 
where you probably will rediscover 
why you became a teacher in the fi rst 
place? 

Such an opportunity arose on the 
morning of Friday May 24th 2019 as 
three of our Year 9 classes excelled 
themselves in the cut and thrust of 
debate. Step forward 9D, 9F and 9K, 
who had progressed through tough 
semi-fi nals to compete for individual 
and team prizes in this year’s fi nal. 

Mrs Jacqueline Smyth, teacher in 
charge of Public Speaking, had 
devised a challenging format for the 
contestants. This was a “Room 101” 
debate, whose Orwellian overtones 
pointed the nine pupils involved to 
identify the one thing they would 
consign to eternal obliteration. Each 
pupil had two minutes to make 
his case in front of the assembled 
pupils from each Form Group, Year 
9 guests who had participated in 
previous rounds, and the judging 
panel of Mrs Jacqueline Smyth, 

Mrs Bernie Ó Mianáin, 
Miss Maria Shanks and 
Year 9 Year Head Mrs 
Noeleen Barr. 

First up was Fintan 
O’Donnell from 9D, who 
spoke eloquently on his choice, 
hacking. Next up was Ciarnan 
Keenan from 9F who spoke of 
his pet hate, waste. Ciarnan was 
followed by Tiarnan Robinson from 
9K whose somewhat controversial 
pick was abortion. Next to step up 
to the podium was Karl Baldwin 
from 9D, who spoke with passion 
about his desire to rid the world of 
weapons of mass destruction. Follow 
that Tony Bradley! The 9F wordsmith 
certainly stepped up to the plate with 
the left-fi eld choice of baldies. Caolan 
Doherty from 9K was next to speak, 
and he proposed banning all laws 
preventing freedom of speech. Cillian 
O’ Hara from 9D made a popular 
choice with the audience, that of 
consigning homework to Room 101. 
The penultimate speaker was Emmet 
McGuinness, who identifi ed racism 
as the thing he wished to expunge.
 

Our fi nal speaker was Conor 
Duignan from 9K, who argued 
with great authority against the 
hunting and selling of animals.

This left much for their 
assembled classmates to 

think about, before they got the 
opportunity to ask questions, which 
came thick and fast and which got 
to the core of what a good debate is 
all about. 

It was then time for the judges to put 
their heads together and come up 
with the winners of best individual 
speaker and best team. 9F won on 
both counts, with Tony Bradley being 
awarded best individual speaker. 

Many thanks go to Mrs Jacqueline 
Smyth who works tirelessly 
throughout all Key Stages to promote 
this vital spoke in the wheel of 
education. Thanks to the pupils who 
took part and all their classmates. 
More pupils should involve 
themselves in this valuable learning 
experience. Get debating!

Mr Brendan O’Donnell  
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The Mock Council of Europe took place
at City Hall, Belfast on 7th February 
2019.  St Columb’s, acting for 
Lithuania, was represented by Neil 
Cadieux, Adam Green and Eoín 
Mulholland. The boys debated
Climate Change and Immigration, 
seated in a packed Debating Chamber 
at Belfast City Hall.  A range of 
schools from across Northern Ireland 
were present and each school had 
to consider the debate from the EU 
country they represented.

Senior Debater participated in Queen’s 
University’s Literifi c Debating event on 
27th February 2019.  The two main 
debates of the day were: This House 
regrets the Rise of Voluntourism and 
This House would Break the Law.  A 
very large number of schools took part 
and were given the opportunity to chat 
to faculty offi cers, representatives from 
various university societies and members
of the Literifi c Society (Queen’s 
Debating Society) who were happy 
to chat to the debating teams during 
lunch.  The atmosphere was friendly 
and relaxed and we hope to make this 
a regular event for our Senior Team.

Mrs Jacqueline Smyth

At the end of February, I 
took part in a debating 
event held by the Queens 
Literifi c Society in Belfast. 
Previous to this I had never 

taken part in any debating 
competitions other than small 

class debates in third year and 
had been part of the debating club. 

I was apprehensive about taking part 
in the event and didn’t know what to 
expect. Taking part in the fi rst event 
I was very nervous; I had never been 
a confi dent public speaker and shied 
away from any situations in which I 
had to do so. The longer the debate 
went on the more I grew in confi dence 
and can now say that this has helped 
me considerably.  I believe that the 
confi dence it has given me about 
participating in future public speaking 
events will be invaluable. I can’t 
recommend the debating club more 
as it can give you the confi dence and 
skills to speak in front of people, which 
are vital throughout both your school 
life and life in general.

Aaron Crilly

SENIOR DEBATING 
Liferific at QUB and

 Mock Council of Europe

My debating experience in 
2019 has been absolutely 
brilliant! This year senior 
debaters in our school have 
been given some incredible 
opportunities, such as taking part in 
the EU Mock Council - an annual event 
which is renowned throughout the UK 
and even made the BBC News! We 
also were able to attend a one-day 
competition hosted by QUB Literifi c 
Society where we competed against 
schools from all over Northern Ireland 
whilst also learning a great deal from 
the Queen’s debaters themselves. 
Experiences like these are invaluable 
and many thanks must be given to Mrs 
Smyth for giving us the opportunity to 
participate in events of this calibre. All in 
all, it has been a fantastic year, and one 
which I am very grateful to have been 
a part of!

Adam Green

The Literifi c Debating Competition in 
Queen’s University, Belfast was my fi rst 
experience of ‘professional’ debating. 
Thankfully, I was surrounded by 
experience with the Senior Debating 
Team and the expertise of Mrs Smyth. 
Neil Cadieux and I went up against 
Sperrin Integrated College arguing that 
Voluntourism is a positive thing in our 
society. It was a close battle, but we 
came out on top.  Before I saw the 
motion, I didn’t know too much about 
the topic, so really enjoyed delving into 
different projects and all the work they 
do for societies who need it most.

In the second round, we came toe 
to toe with St Columba’s College, 
Stranorlar, arguing that This House 
Would Break the Law. This was a 
motion I was more prepared for, 
and drew on the experiences of 
family members during the Troubles 
in their fi ght for equality and civil 
rights. We looked at groups such as 
Polish Solidarity and individuals like 
Pastor Niemöller who fought against 
oppression for the greater good. 
Unfortunately, St Columba’s were too 
strong, however I really enjoyed the 
chance to come up against a team of 
their calibre.

Overall, I thoroughly enjoyed the 
Literifi c Competition, and hope that we 
can continue to enter competitions like 
this in the future.

Tom Burns 
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Theme: Always Learning
Keynote Speaker: Dr Tom McGuire
Head of School of Arts and Humanities University of Ulster

Careers FairST COLUMB’S COLLEGE

20
18

Mrs Stacey Beatty, Head of Careers,
addressing all Year 13 and 14 pupils.

Mr FJM Madden

Friday October 19th 2018

Our annual Careers Fair took place 
on Friday 19th October 2018 with 
the theme “Always Learning”. The 
keynote speaker, Dr Tom McGuire, 
addressed an Assembly Hall packed 
with all our Year 13 and Year 14 
students on the theme of life-wide 
learning.

In his fascinating opening address 
Dr McGuire refl ected with our Year 
13 and 14 pupils on the future of 
work and the many challenges the 
ever changing nature of the working 
environment brings.

Most of what you know today will 
be irrelevant in ten years time so we 
must be lifelong learners. In a 2017 
report on the world of work, it was 
noted that jobs are polarised and 
in a state of fl ux. Stand still and the 
waves will wash you away or learn 
to swim and you can navigate your 
future.

Why keep learning? The 
acceleration of technological 
innovation and the proliferation of 
new jobs drive the need to keep 

learning. Ten years ago, many 
current jobs simply did not exist. 
Who is to know what the jobs 
of ten years hence shall be? 
In the world of work in 2030 

technology will be pervasive. Jobs 
will be fl uid. You will need people 
skills. Responsibility rests on your 
shoulders. The labour market will be 
hour glass shaped with a two tier 
system. Prospective job applicants 
of the future will need to be in a 
highly skilled minority with strong 
bargaining power. The conveyor belt 
of education will no longer deliver. 
Self-care and emotional intelligence 
will be at the core of what we learn. 
Getting an expensive degree in 
something will no longer be enough. 
Twelve and a half million days of 
work were lost in 2017 due to stress 
and mental health issues. You need 
the capacity to handle relationships 
in a fully aware way and engage
with your emotions. Emotional 

intelligence in a 
technological age 
will be of great 
benefi t. 

Resilience, or the 
ability to learn from 
mistakes, leads the 
baby to take his or her fi rst 
steps. So learn today in all aspects 
of your life and swim tomorrow. Dr 
McGuire ended his speech with the 
quotation from Nelson Mandela - I 
never lose. I either win or I learn. 

Principal Mr FJM Madden then 
offi cially launched the Careers Fair 
which ran in the new Sports Hall 
and the Mathematics corridor from 
10.00am to 1.00pm. Over sixty 
exhibitors from a wide variety of 
industries, universities and local 
businesses interacted and engaged 
with pupils, not only from our school 
but from a range of schools in the 
Derry area and beyond. Over thirty 
specialised talks and presentations 
were also available in the 
Mathematics corridor for students to 
attend, giving them an in-depth view 
of potential careers pathways. 

Thanks go to the sterling work 
both of Mrs Stacey Beatty, Head 
of CEIAG here in St Columb’s and 
of Ms Honor Sisk for co-ordinating 
such an informative day. 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell
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Past pupil Sam Thompson refl ects on his 
journey in life. Not going to university can 
bring its own rewards…

I joined St Columb’s College on the 1st of September 2010 
after transferring from another school. It was daunting at 
the beginning in a new environment, having to resettle 
myself and make a new friendship group. Thankfully I had 
great support from my Year Head Mr John Peoples, my 
Form Teacher and class members.  I really enjoyed my time 
at St Columbs. I stayed in school right up to my A-Levels 
and fi nished my secondary education in June 2017. 
                                                                                      
Since leaving school I had the summer of 2017 to refl ect 
whether I wanted to go to university or not. I had offers 
for Queens and Ulster University but in August 2017 I 
decided I wasn’t ready for Third Level education and 
instead I wanted to take a year out and fi nd out the best 
solution for myself. I got a job working as a customer 
service advisor in First Source in Derry. It wasn’t the most 
glamorous of jobs I will admit but I was employed and I 
would have rather been there than at home doing nothing. 
I progressed through the ranks quickly in First Source and 
I became a trainer. I was a part of a team which was in 
charge of training new staff members as customer service 
advisors. It showed me a different side of me that I never 
knew I had. 

SAM T H O M P S O N
I left First Source in March 2017 and 
took a job working as an insurance 
agent in AXA Insurance DAC. Again, 
in AXA I learnt the ropes of the job 
very quickly. I was stream-lined into the 
main new business team. The new business team 
was a sales-based role and it was my job to provide a 
quotation for insurance according to the underwriting 
criteria of AXA. I was one of the top sellers in Northern 
Ireland at the end of 2017. My skills hadn’t gone 
unnoticed in AXA. I was offered a training job in May 2018 
within AXA to help with a new system that was being 
rolled out across Europe. I was given the opportunity to 
work in AXA Ireland’s Headquarters at Wolfe Tone House 
in Dublin city centre helping to train new staff. AXA gave 
me great opportunities. In August 2018 right before I 
left AXA for my new job I was given the role as a Branch 
Manager in Omagh. My stay in Omagh was short lived but 
none the less it was enjoyable. 

Once I had left AXA I was straight into a new job working 
at a local fi nancial fi rm in Derry. I was taken on as a trainee 
fi nancial advisor at Friendly Financial. I have been here 
since September 2018 and I have loved every minute of 
it. I love getting the opportunity to help people who are 
in diffi culties or people who are looking to buy their fi rst 
home. People tell me that your life has been planned out 
for you from the beginning. I am a great believer that your 
life decisions are affected by how you react to different 
experiences in life. 

If I had gone to university all of the above would not have 
happened and my life would have gone down a different 
route. Sometimes in hindsight I look back and say to 
myself - what if I did go to university? However, I can tell 
you for a fact what I would not have achieved as much as 
I have. I wouldn’t have my own car, I have great friends 
and fi nally I am half way through my dream of purchasing 
a buy-to-let property and renting it out. University is not for 
everyone and I am glad I didn’t go now. 

Mr Sam Thompson 

A Diff erent Way
St Columb’s College won the Under 
12 Northern Ireland Cup for the fi rst 
time in two years. Their epic journey 
began back in October 2018 when 
they were drawn at home against local 
rivals, Holy Cross, Strabane, recording 
a most impressive 8 - 2 victory. This 
result was even more remarkable as 
the College young guns fell behind very 
early on, but infl uential captain, Arryan 
KC, opened his account, following 
excellent work by Harry Crampsey. 
Next talisman, Jack Mc Laughlin 
helped himself to an impressive free-
kick before the effervescent, Jack 
Doherty opened his account, following 
excellent work by Malachy Coyle and 
Jack Kirby, but Holy Cross hit back 
just before the interval. The second 
half was all about goal-machine, 
Arryan KC, adding further gloss to the 
score-line, netting an extraordinary fi ve 
goals in fi fteen minutes, ensuring his 
side’s safe path into the last sixteen of 
the illustrious competition.

Up next was a tough looking tie away to 
Belfast side, Holy Trinity. However, man 
of the match, Oisin Devlin grabbed the 
game by the scruff of the neck early on, 
setting up goal machine, Arryan KC to 
add another to his already impressive 

St Columb’s clinch N.I. Under 12 Cup

account. However, College 
goalkeeper, Ronan Mc 
Bride was soon called 
into action, pulling off 
a magnifi cent fi nger-
tipped save, ensuring his 
team remained in front before Aaron 
Mc Laughlin, Jack Doherty and Jack 
Mc Laughlin rounded off yet more 
fantastic individual displays when 
adding to the score. Oisin Devlin then 
stepped up from the penalty spot after 
a foul on Kiernan Doherty, following 
great build up play from Caiden Boyle 
and Caodhan Gallagher, putting St 
Columb’s into the quarter fi nal with an 
impressive 5 - 0 score line.

At the quarter fi nal stage, St Columb’s 
knew they had a stern obstacle to 
overcome when they were drawn 
against the ever-improving Omagh 
CBS. A lot of credit must go to the 
Tyrone side who gave their Derry rivals 
little time to settle on the ball. They 
clearly did their homework, stopping 
St Columb’s from playing their normal 
passing game. Despite this, the 
College young guns pressed for the 
opener and this came on the stroke 
of half time, following neat work from 
Luke Gallagher and Tiernan Doherty 

and a thunderous strike 
from yes, Arryan KC. 
St Columb’s came out 
a different team in the 

second half, but had 
to wait until the last fi ve 

minutes of the game to book 
their place in the semi-fi nal. Kyle 

Walker fl oated the ball into the Omagh 
box where the clinical, Arryan KC was 
on hand to smash the ball into the 
net, before Luke Prigent added further 
gloss to the score-line, following neat 
work from Evan Quinn. 

Next up was a journey to Antrim for a 
very tough looking semi-fi nal against 
unbeaten Belfast Giants Boys’ Model. 
However, the Derry lads blew their 
Belfast opponents away in the fi rst half 
with that man, Arryan KC scoring very 
early on, following excellent work from 
Ben Hutton on the College left. Jack 
Mc Laughlin added another to his tally 
before Arryan KC completed his hatrick 
just before the interval, ensuring a safe 
passage into the fi nal where they now 
faced another colossal task to win the 
trophy that eluded them last year as 
they had to play much fancied, Lagan 
College in the fi nal at Allen Park on 
Wednesday May 1st 2019, kick off 11am.

in style!
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St Columb’s started well in the Allen 
Park sunshine, with man-of-the-
match Aaron McLaughlin dominating 
proceedings in the middle of the 
park. Despite this, it was Lagan who 
created the fi rst opportunity, but 
College goalkeeper Ronan McBride 
got down brilliantly at his near post to 
make the save. That spurred the local 
school into life, and from that point 
they dominated proceedings.  After 
having a goal ruled out for offside, 
St Columb’s opened the scoring on 
twelve minutes when Jack Doherty 
was fouled tight to the right sideline, 
and Oisin Devlin stepped up to send 
a sensational looping free kick to the 
top corner of the net. St Columb’s 
continued to go from strength to 
strength from there. Aaron McLaughlin 
had a good chance before the break 
to make it 2-0, but his effort whistled 
over the top of the crossbar.
 
Half-time
St Columb’s College 1
Lagan Valley 0
 
St Columb’s picked up 
where left off in the fi rst half, 
and they doubled their advantage 
when Luke Prigent went on a mazy 
run down the right before his shot 

was blocked as far as Jack Doherty 
who fi red the ball to the corner from 
the edge of the box. Naturally, the 
College dropped deeper to protect 
their lead, but they had a strong threat 
on the counter attack, and they took 
advantage of that eight minutes from 
time. After clearing a Lagan corner, 
Jack Doherty found captain Arryan KC 
and he raced through on goal before 
sending a left-footed fi nish to the 
bottom right corner.

To their credit, Lagan kept chasing 
the game, but the College never really 
looked under any serious pressure. 
Luke Gallagher and Oisin Devlin were 
rock solid at the heart of defence, and 
their opponents struggled break them 
down as St Columb’s cruised to yet 
another impressive Northern Ireland 
title victory.

As manager, i was clearly delighted 
at winning another Northern 
Ireland Cup, This is my 
fourteenth St Columb’s 

College soccer team. We 
have been very fortunate in that 

we have reached ten fi nals but 
without doubt this has been our most 
diffi cult passage so far. Credit must go 
to the full squad of players who had 

to overcome very 
diffi cult opposition 
from the very fi rst 
round!

Coach Mr Xavier 
Prigent also heaped 
praise on the players 
for their endeavour throughout 
the entire campaign. Mr Prigent 
admitted, “It has been an extensive 
and taxing campaign but the attitude 
of the boys since the start has made 
it all worthwhile. They have trained 
vigorously every week and deserve 
their success,” before further adding, 
I have been impressed by both the 
quality and industry of all the young 
lads involved. They are a huge credit to 
the school and it is a privilege to work 
with them on and off the pitch. Both 
of us a equally gratefully to the parents 
of the boys for their continued support 
and encouragement.  Without them, 
the exemplary attendance to training 
would be impossible. Huge credit 
must also go to Year 13 students, Niall 
Fielding and Tiarnan McGuinness as 
well as Year 9 pupil, Shea Healy who 
have made a huge contribulation to 
our success. We thank team sponsor, 
Qualivend for their support throughout 
the year. 

Mr Ryan Horner

Ben Hutton (Defender): 
A quality defender who can also 
operate in midfi eld due to his 
immense ability on the ball, giving his 
team a real spark. His enthusiasm for 
the game is an inspiration for the rest 
of his team.

Jack Kirby (Defender): 
Certainly the most versatile and 
honest player in the squad. Can 
operate anywhere in the back four 
to equal effect, which is a wonderful 
option for his team.

Caiden Boyle (Defender): 
A powerful centre half who lets 
nothing get past him and loves a 
tackle, making him most forwards’ 
worst nightmare.

Kiernan Doherty (Defender): 
A powerful centre half who is 
excellent in possession, which helps 
his team play out from the back. 
Loves defending and getting involved 
in the play, which is a tremendous 
asset for his team. 

Harry Crampsey (Defender): 
Can operate at left back or centre 
half, which has proved vital for his 
team. A no nonsense defender who 
stops all in his way, using his excellent 
range of passing and dribbling ability 
to start attacks.  

Tiernan Doherty (Defender):
A terrifi c full back who loves to get 
involved in the action. He is only too 
happy to cover for his centre half’s 
when required and is not afraid to pour 
forward when given the opportunity.

Jack McLaughlin (Midfi eld): 
Arguably, the most skilful player in 
the squad who has come up with a 
lot of important goals. He holds the 
ball up to great effect, bringing others 
into play whilst terrorising opposition 
defences with his ‘box of tricks.’ A 
real handful for any defender who will 
be hoping to score in the fi nal to add 
to his already impressive tally!

Zachary Doherty (Midfi eld): 
A tough tackling midfi elder who 
never shirks from a challenge. Will 
put his foot and head in where 
others wouldn’t dare. He loves to get 
forward and uses the ball very well 
when in possession.

Luke Prigent (Midfi eld): 
Has incredible dribbling ability and 
unlocks opposition defences with his 
direct running on the ball. Possesses 
great pace as well as being an 
impressive crosser and certainly has 
a signifi cant role to play in the fi nal.      

Evan Quinn (Midfi eld): 
A forward thinking midfi elder who has 
an eye for goal. Has a tremendous 
fi rst touch and loves running at 
defenders with the ball, providing 
great service for the front men.   

Kyle Walker (Midfi eld): 
A creative midfi elder who torments 
defenders with his excellent range 
of passing and ability on the ball. He 
has an eye for goal and on his day 
can be a match winner. 

Caodhan Gallagher (Midfi eld):
Can operate on the right or left to 
equal effect, which has proved very 
important to his team. Always plays 
with a smile on his face and his 
energy levels and range of passing 
are a great example for the rest of his 
team. 

Malachy Coyle (Midfi eld): 
A hard-working midfi elder who loves 
to link up play. He is fantastic on the 
ball, which could prove vital in the 
fi nal!

Jack Doherty (Midfi eld): 
A very technical midfi elder who is a 
nightmare for opposition defences 
when he is on his game. Has excellent 
dribbling ability and provides a real 
spark for the rest of his team. 

Mr Ryan Horner

The St Columb’s squad consists of nineteen players 
with every member making an invaluable contribution 
to the team reaching the fi nal.PLAYER  PROFILES

Arryan KC 
(Striker and Captain): 
The most natural fi nisher in the 
squad who possesses an exquisite 
fi rst touch. However, he is much 
more than just a goal scorer, working 
tirelessly for his team. He has the 
ability to run with the ball, teasing 
defences, offering an immense 
outlet, holding the ball up to great 
effect, bringing his team mates into 
the game.

Oisin Devlin (Defender and 
Joint Vice-Captain):
An infl uential vice-captain who 
makes his team tick. He loves to 
break up the play and start attacks 
with his excellent range of passing. 
If he is on song in the fi nal, he could 
give his team a vital edge, posing 
enormous danger with his dead ball 
expertise as well.

Aaron Mc Laughlin (Midfi eld 
and Joint Vice-Captain):
The ‘midfi eld general’ of the team 
who loves to break up play and 
start attacks with his wide range 
of passing. Arguably, the most 
intelligent player in the squad who 
reads the game very well. He likes 
to get forward also, which is a great 
outlet for his team. 

Ronan McBride (Keeper): 
Undoubtedly, the unsung hero of 
the squad with his top class shot 
stopping in the early rounds, and is 
a major reason why his team are in 
the fi nal.

Luke Gallagher (Defender): 
A powerful defender who leads 
by example, missing little in the air 
or on the ground. He poses a real 
threat to the opposition from set 
pieces also and is a vital ingredient 
of the team. 
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Retiree
Mr George Gillen

A true legend of St Columb’s College 
departed at the end of November 
2018. George has been associated 
with our school since he started fi rst 
year in September 1973. He started 
working here in October 1981, so that 
marks forty-fi ve years of George Gillen 
being an integral part of the fabric of 
this school. Generations of both pupils 
and staff have come to regard George 
as representing all that our school 
stands for.   

George has had many roles and 
responsibilities over the course of his 
career here in St Columb’s College. 
He started off working in the Library, 
then the Font Offi ce and fi nally in 
Reprographics, where he deftly 
coordinated the photocopying needs 

of myriad departments and teachers 
with his customary aplomb. 

George has served under seven 
presidents or Principals, Monsignor 
George Coulter, Monsignor Ignatius 
McQuillan, Rev John Walsh, 

Archbishop Eamon Martin, Mr Patrick 
Kerr, Mr Sean McGinty and Mr Finbar 
Madden. When George started with 
us it was all chalk and duplication by 
hand. There was no such thing as 
laminating or binding. George marvels 
at the technological changes over his 
time with us.  The only contemporary 
of George left working here now is Mr 
Joe Stewart. Mr Gillen’s fi nal day with 
us was Friday November 30th 2018. 

George is greatly looking forward to 
retirement where he will no doubt have 
a lot more time for travel as well as his 
beloved Derry City FC and the city of 
Derry itself, of which he is a proud son. 
You are sorely missed George as our 
last link with 1973 goes on his way.
Ad multos annos! 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

musicDEPARTMENT

Members of the Senior Wind Band and Choir 
performed their annual Christmas music for the 

residents of Culmore Manor.

Year 14 Student 
Ryan McGinn
was accepted

to study Music at 
Lady Margaret Hall, 

Oxford. Ryan has 
accepted his place
on the course and 

will begin his studies 
in September. 

Photographed with his 
Music Teacher Mrs Margaret Burns.

2018/2019 was a successful year for the 
St Columb’s College Music Department. 
Our pupils have been presented with 
many unique, immersive and enriching 
musical experiences throughout the 
school year. Wind Band, Choir, Guitar 
Club, Traditional Irish Band, and the String 
Ensemble continued weekly rehearsals with 
many performance opportunities for all. This year 
saw the fi rst ever iPad Ensemble in which Key Stage 3 
students performed live electronic music on iPads at the 
annual Spring Concert. The Department also raised £600 
for Trócaire during the interval at the concert.

The Music department has a strong team of tutors who 
provide weekly lessons on; Drum Kit, Piano, Organ, Guitar, 
Voice, Decks, Strings, Woodwind and Brass. 

Organ scholars continued with weekly rehearsals on 
our Baroque Organ in the Oratory under the tutelage of 
Mr Manus Monaghan, Director of Music at St. Eugene’s 
Cathedral.  Luke Boyle a GCSE Music student achieved 
a distinction in his Grade IV Organ Examination in the 
Spring series which was held at Christ Church. The Music 
Department will be represented by eight pupils at the 
‘Piano Man’ scholarships auditions/workshop which will 
be held in June 2019.  Monthly master classes will be 
given to the successful pupil/s.

Past pupil Mr Patrick Brennan paid a visit to the Music 
Department where he gave a Masterclass in composition 
to all of the examination pupils. Patrick was able to share 
his music experience with the music pupils and give lots 
of advice on how to develop musical ideas. Patrick has 
just completed his PHD in composition at Cambridge 
University.

Mr Robert Bratton
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Our successful Spring Concert 
showcased the talents of, Soloists, the 
Choir, Jazz Band, Wind Band, Tradition 
Irish Band, String Ensemble and iPad 
Band. Ensembles led by Mrs M Burns, 
Mr R Bratton and Miss P Connolly.

Members of the Pop/Rock group were 
invited to perform at Lisneal College’s 

Battle of the Bands. Students and 
teachers were dancing in the isle. 

A wonderful experience for the boys. 

Members of the St Columbs College 
Jazz Band were asked to perform 
alongside Lisneal College, Foyle 
College and the Education Authority 
Jazz Bands during the City of Derry 
Jazz Festival. The boys fi nished the 
showcase and even had line dancers 
dancing to their music across the 
entire Guildhall Square. The Jazz Band 
will also perform at the offi cial opening 
of the new Sports Hall in late June 
2019.

Mrs Margaret Burns led the 
Year 14 Music class ensemble 

for the Valedictory Mass.
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ST COLUMB’S 
COLLEGE CROWNED 
2019 FIVE NATIONS CHAMPIONS

In fact the St Columb’s College teacher 
reckons this team can surpass the 
success of their 2011 counterparts by 
winning all seven NI Schools Cup titles.
“The 2011 squad won six Northern 
Ireland cups but these boys could go 
and win seven,” he said. “The 2011 
squad didn’t win it in their Upper 
Sixth Year as they lost a lot of players 
whereas, if these guys can stay 
together, they can do seven in a row.
“They don’t know what it’s like to lose,”
he added. “However, this week proved 
it isn’t always easy as we drew with 
the Republic of Ireland team. We were
getting beaten by the English champions
but in the fi nal we stepped up.

“It’s not only a great achievement for 
the school but for the whole of Derry 
as well. It will probably take a while for 

the achievement to sink in but I 
was expecting to win it.  What 
I knew for certain was 
that it was going to take 

one hell of a team to beat us. 

“I knew if we played to our potential 
we would be there or thereabouts. 
It was fully deserved!”

St Columb’s met Carrickmacross 
school, Patrician High School 
in their opening match on Thursday 
May 23rd 2019 and while Lee Duddy 
was unfortunate to see his late effort 
rise over the crossbar the game 
fi nished in a stalemate. The Derry 
school, however, won the penalty 
shootout 4-2 to earn a bonus point 
and keep their destiny in their own 
hands.

“Our hardest game was actually 
against the Republic of Ireland team in 
our fi rst match,” said Mr Horner. “We 
drew 0-0 and I think the boys were a 
bit nervous just because of the build-
up to it. To be fair to the lads they won 
the penalty shootout 4-2.”

Next up on the Friday were English 
champions, Henry Cort Community 
College from Portsmouth who opened 
the scoring in the 16th minute when, 
following a corner, Ben Evans struck a 
shot from the edge of the penalty area 
which left St Columb’s goalkeeper, Joe 
McConnellogue with no chance. 
Sean Carlin nearly brought the scores 

ST COLUMB’S College created 
history by becoming the fi rst 
school to win the prestigious 
Five Nations Championship 
twice when they lifted the trophy 
in Dundonald on Saturday May 
25th 2019.

St Columb’s College won the ‘British 
Isles’ tournament in 2011 and on 
Saturday May 25th 2019, eight years 
after that maiden success, their U14 
representatives went all the way to 
clinch the 2019 trophy at the Billy 
Neill Soccer Centre of Excellence in 
Dundonald.

St Columb’s defeated fellow Northern 
Ireland representatives, Aquinas 
Grammar School 3-1 in Saturday’s 
Final to add the Alan McKinstry trophy 
to the NI Schools Cup title they won at 
the Ryan McBride Brandywell Stadium 
in April 2019.

It’s a talented bunch of youngsters 
who have clinched three successive 
Northern Ireland Schools’ Cup titles 
under the tutelage of coach, Mr Ryan 
Horner who steps down as the team’s 
coach.

Mr Horner was delighted with the 
achievements of the young Derry lads 
and reckons the team can go on to 
dominate schools’ football 
for several years to come.
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level but his 
effort rattled the 

bar and stayed out. St 
Columb’s fortunes changed early in the 
second half when Lee Duddy fl oated 
a cross into the box which deceived 
the goalkeeper and found its way into 
the net. 

Toby Steward redeemed himself with 
a brilliant save to keep the scores level 
but could do nothing when substitute 
Jack McFeely bagged a memorable 
brace which proved decisive.

“In the next game we played the 
English champions and they were 
actually beating us 1-0,” recalled 
Mr Horner. “Jack McFeely came off 
the bench and changed the game. 
Lee Duddy opened the scoring for 
us with a wonder strike and then 
McFeely scored with an overhead 
kick. McFeely’s second goal was even 
better as he chipped their goalkeeper 
who is 6’ 2’’ and is actually on  

     Portsmouth Football 
Club’s books. 

We deserved the win.”

Onto the fi nal where they met Ravenhill 
Road school, Aquinas whom they beat 
4-0 in the Northern Ireland Cup Final 
in 2018. During the early stages St 
Columb’s hopes suffered a major blow 
when goalkeeper, Joe McConnellogue 
was taken to hospital with suspected 
concussion after he took a knock to 
the head when an Aquinas player was 
clean through on goal. 

“I was genuinely worried for the 
youngster at that stage, the 
tournament didn’t matter to me,” 
explained Mr Horner. “Tiernan 
Morrison went into nets which was 
no issue but the fact he had to go to 
hospital played on my mind. I thought 
it would play on the minds of the 
players too but they went the other 
way and said ‘Let’s go and win it for 
Joe’ and they were 3-0 up by half-
time. The heads could’ve gone and it 
could’ve effected them negatively but 
they showed great character. 

“At that stage our captain, Oran Kelly 
really stood up and we scored soon
afterwards. Shae Feeney cut inside 
from the left and scored a goal which

settled the boys. From 
their corner Kelly played 
McFeely through and he 
fi nished with aplomb. 

“Just before half-time Kelly scored 
from distance with a wonderful free-
kick to make it 3-0. In the second half 
we conceded from a free-kick but 
never looked like we would lose the 
game.

“We received good news from the 
Ulster Hospital afterwards as Joe 
was released and the team said they 
wouldn’t have any celebrations until 
Joe was there as he was a bit of 
an unsung hero for the team. They 
wanted to do everything together. 
They all play for different D&D clubs 
in the youth leagues but they come 
together as a College team and there 
are no divisions.”

So with the 2019 Five Nations Trophy 
tucked away in the schools’ bulging 
trophy cabinet, how does Mr Horner 
rate this current team alongside the all-
conquering 2011 Nations Cup winners 
which included the likes of Conor 
McDermott, Mikhail Kennedy, Rory 
Holden and Conor Quigley?
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particular crop of youngsters as he 
looks to take over the school’s current 
U12 team.

“I’m actually fi nished with them now 
after three years,” he explained. “I’m 
trying to build another team now, the 
U12s, who are currently NI champions. 
I’m looking forward to that. 

“After three years I don’t think they can 
learn anything else from me. I really 
enjoyed the three-year journey with 
them.”

Mr Simon Collins  
Article courtesy of the Derry Journal

“It’s diffi cult to compare the two,” he 
said. “Put it this way, we travelled with 
a squad of sixteen players and every 
player played a game this year.

The 2011 team probably had more 
outstanding individuals who all went 
on to play at a high level but this team 
probably had more of a togetherness.

“It was great to see the Derry public 
came out to support us in Dundonald 
which was brilliant.  We had a massive 
following down there and a great 
representation from the school as well 
which helped. 

I also have to thank the boys’ various 
Derry & District teams who are 
obviously doing things right.

With a heavy heart Mr Horner revealed 
it was his last game as coach for this 
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Reception hosted by 
Mayor of Derry

Councillor Michaela Boyle
in Guildhall Thursday June 13th 2019

UNDER  14 
S O C C E R
St Columb’s College . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . Winners of the 5 Nations Championship
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The European Union Mock Council 
has taken place annually since 2010. 
It is aimed at 16-18 year olds, giving 
young people a chance to get to 
grips with the EU’s decision-making 
process by representing the twenty-
eight European Union countries in 
debates on topical policy issues. 
Sixty to seventy Sixth Form pupils 
participate and their involvement 
gives them some insight into 
essential debating skills and also the 
complexity of issues faced by the 
EU.

Mrs Jacqueline Smyth

European Union
Mock Council

THE BIG COOK-OFF
St Columb’s held its inaugral Big 
Cook-Off Finals on Thursday 8th 
November 2018.  Congratulations to 
all the fi nalists from Year 8, 9 and 10 
who participated and gave impressive 
display of culinary skills and excellent 
quality fi nishing.  

The judging panel had a very diffi cult 
decision to make in choosing one 
winner.  The Judges top three teams 
were Aiden O’Brien and Keelan Lynch 
Year 9 with their Sausage Casserole 
(Winners), Leo Doman and Cian 
Kennedy Year 10 with their Apple and 

Thyme Gourmet Burger and Luke 
McCourt and Sean McLaughlin Year 8 
with Curry in a Hurry.  These boys were 
then entered into the Mount Charles 
Big School Cook-Off which the College 
had the pleasure of hosting.

Mrs Catherine Browne N
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Luke McCourt and Sean McLaughlin Yr 8 who represented St Columb’s College in the Mount Charles Big School Cook-Off Regional Finals.

Aiden O’Brien and Keelan Lynch

Year 9 (Winners)
Leo Doman and 

Cian Kennedy Year 10
 Luke McCourt and 

Sean McLaughlin Year 8
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In January 2019 we were invited again 
to send twenty-four of our students from 
Derry to the Euroscola event in Strasbourg.  
This was the fi fth year that we were given 
this fantastic opportunity to take our 
students to the heart of Europe.  This 
year, the group was made of of twelve 
students from Thornhill College and twelve 
students from St Columb’s College. The 
trip was organised and accompanied by 
Ms Lübbeke and joined by Mrs Smyth as 
well as Mrs Connolly from Thornhill.  As 
last year, the group fl ew into Frankfurt and 
spent the fi rst day looking around Frankfurt 
city and visiting the Possmann apple 
cider producer for a very comprehensive 
and interesting tour.   In the evening the 
group travelled on to Strasbourg.  While 
politicians in Westminster were voting, 
once again, on Brexit, we were in the 
Louise Weiss building of the Strasbourg 
Parliament.  Just as the tours and talks 
were about to begin two of our students 
gave a short telephone interview to Radio 
Foyle about their feelings on the EU.  After a 
tour of the building the students were given 
talks and presentations and then took 
part in workshops and discussion groups 
before reporting back to the plenary.  

Matthew Cregan and Pól O’Hare 
presented St Columb’s College and 
their home town Derry in German and 
in French respectively in front of their 
peers in the EU parliament and Hannah 
McSorley represented Thornhill and spoke 
in Spanish.  The main questions of the 
debate focused on youth unemployment, 
the environment, immigration, and 
students from St Columb’s were keen to 
contribute their points of view.  Equally 
interesting were the encounters behind the 
scenes where students made friends and 
exchanged contact details with their peers 
from all over Europe.  The day ended with 
a second night in the youth hostel which is 
located in the medieval castle of Schloss 
Ortenberg.  The next day was dedicated to 
sightseeing in Strasbourg during glorious 
weather.  The day fi nished in Trier and a 
recently renovated youth hostel.  From 
there we left on the next morning to travel 
to Mainz where we took a guided tour of 
the Gutenberg Museum and even got to 
see one of the original Gutenberg bibles.
The visit strengthened the connections 
between St Columb’s College and 
Thornhill College, but, above all, was 
a real eye-opener in terms of the 
importance of the EU for our young people.

Ms Marion Lübekke
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AOIFEN M C B R E A R T Y
My name is Aoifen McBrearty and I am a past pupil of 
St Columb’s College since June 2018. I was fortunate 
enough to have been accepted into a higher level 
education scheme with a large multinational company 
called Deloitte. I started working with Deloitte in 
September 2018 for four days a week and on a Friday 
I attend Ulster University Belfast completing a Business 
Technology degree. The major benefi ts of this scheme 
are that I will have no student debt as Deloitte pay for 
my university, and I receive a salary.

The other highlight of my time here since leaving St 
Columb’s College is the travelling that comes along with 

my job - I have met some amazing people 
and have been able to work in really nice 
offi ces in London. This apprenticeship 
also enables me to live a student lifestyle 
in the evenings with my housemates 
who are also past pupils of St Columbs. 

I’d like to thank the Business Studies 
Department in St Columb’s for pointing 
me in a direction that really suits me. 

Mr Aoifean McBrearty

On Wednesday May 15th 2019, 
twenty-eight of our Year 9 pupils 
went on a highly educational visit 
to the Balmoral Show at Balmoral 
Park in Belfast. The trip was jointly 
organised by the Science and 
Home Economics Departments. 

Our pupils were given the 
opportunity to experience 
the breadth and depth of the 
agricultural economy here in 
Northern Ireland, with agricultural 
products being our largest export. 

ST COLUMB’S PUPILS 

BALMORAL SHOW
enjoy

As well as viewing livestock of all 
kinds, our pupils had the chance 
to try out machinery, explore 
agricultural science, and generally 
chill out on a beautiful spring day. 
Many expressed the wish to return 
next year as they had enjoyed their 
day out so much. 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell
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As we get to this stage in the 
academic calendar we often hear cries 
of “Where did that year go?”. Energy is 
lower and the countdown has begun. 
It’s hard to imagine the dark days of 
winter and picture exactly what took 
place. As I sit to write a review of our 
year, I’m shocked by how much we 
can fi t in to ten short months. With a 
word limit in mind, I would like to point 
out that this is merely a “fl avour” of our 
year in Modern Languages, and does 
not cover everything that our pupils 
have experienced.

European Day of Languages 2018 
was held on September 26th. Here 
in St Columb’s, we held a week-long 
celebration. Our timetable of events 
to mark this occasion varied from Céilí 
and Flamenco dancing to interactive 
quizzes, with chocolate prizes, and 
stone painting, not forgetting games 
of boules with members of the French 
Department. The week fi nished with 
one of my personal favourites; a 
continental breakfast for our high 
fl ying year 8 students who had already 
shown a fl air for languages in their fi rst 

assessment of the year.

Moving on to October 
we saw all 

KEY STAGE 3 LANGUAGES 2018/19 
A year �  sp� ial pupil � perienc� 

of our Year 8 classes participate in 
interactive workshops focussing on 
“How to Learn Vocabulary”. I spent 
a double lesson with each group, 
allowing them to trial different methods 
of study for vocabulary lists. The 
feedback came as no surprise - the 
old tried and tested methods with pen 
and paper often were more productive 
than the new technologies!

November and December merged 
in to one with Year 8 and 9 pupils 
preparing to take part in our Christmas 
Karaoke, Year 8 pupils taking part in 
our Christmas Research competition, 
“How many different languages can 
you fi nd to say Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year”, our round of ten 
minute vocabulary challenges started 
and follow-up reward games mornings 
for the winners started with Year 8, 
Our seventh annual Year 9 Spelling 
Bee was declared a draw as our top 
students simply astonished the 
judges with their ability. 
Selection box-prizes 
were fl ying out all 
month!

January was all about Open Day and 
preparing to welcome prospective 
students to our department, and 
what a lovely morning that was with 
representative pupils from each 
Language helping us out. Our Year 
10 pupils also took part in interactive 
Careers with Languages lessons which 
culminated with a digital quiz complete 
with prizes - more chocolate awarded.
Fast forward through in-house exam 
and reporting season to the build 
up to April when we continued our 
vocabulary challenges with year 9 
pupils and carried out a multi-lingual 
Easter “Egg Hunt” with Year 8 pupils. 
A new initiative and one which 
raised a few questioning eyebrows 
when suggested but defi nitely a 
success. Some of our older pupils 
even complained that they wanted to 
be hunting for lettered egg clues to 
unscramble the Easter phrases! The 
chocolate this time was oval shaped. 

In May we welcomed 
Dr Ryan from Oxford 
University to our school to 
talk to our junior students 
about the importance of 

continuing with their 
languages. 

Boules edl
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Continental Breakfast Year 8’s Group

Edl 
Flamenco

Stone Painting
Careers lesson winners

Interactive Careers Lesson
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Why learn 
languages?

Continental breakfast for 

high-achieving Year 8 pupils Vocabulary workshops
Stone Painting

These workshops included focussing 
on translation skills where our boys 
rose to the challenge and excelled at 
translating the poem, “Jabberwocky” 
by Lewis Carroll. How impressive!

June featured our Year 9 multilingual 
table quiz, complete with chocolate 
prizes, as well as the inaugural 
St Columb’s Fittest Language 
competition, which is still in the 
planning stages as this article is 
published.  All that chocolate has 
consequences!

What a year! No wonder we are 
counting down the days. I wonder 
how we can top that next year…

Mrs Patrice McConnell
Coordinator of Languages

June 2019
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How to learn
vocab

workshops

Year 8 Research Competition Winners
Year 9 

Reward Morning

Egg Hunt Year 8 Reward Morning Group

Egg
Hunt

Year 8 
Reward 
Morning

Year 9 
Reward Morning

Egg Hunt

Open Day

Spelling Bee Winners Egg Hunt Winners Spelling Bee Runners Up

Spelling Bee Runners Up Oxford Workshops

Year 8 
Reward 
Morning
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OXFORD LANGUAGES WORKSHOP
Tuesday May 14th 2019
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Is roinn bheag muid ach bhí muid gnóthach i mbliana, 

mar a bhíonn i gcónaí. Chomh maith leis na gnáthrudaí; 

ceachtanna, obair baile agus scrúduithe, bhí giota beag 

ama fágtha fá choinne giota beag craic. 

Bhain daltaí, agus muidinne, sult as rudaí ar nós ár 

gcomórtas geansaí peile CLG, Tráth na nCeist le Gael 

Linn (bhuaigh daltaí s’againne dar ndóigh!) neart cluichí sa 

rang - tá tábla púl againn nach bhfuil ag roinn ar bith eile, 

ceol tradisiúnta ó Tony Bradley agus bhí muid ag tumadh 

d’úlla ag Oíche Shamhna - gan trácht ar an chraic a bhí ag 

Gearalt agus na buachaillí sa chlub gach Céadaoin. 

Mar a deir an seanfhocal - Beatha Teanga í a Labhairt 

agus is fíor le rá go ndearna daltaí s’againne a seacht 

ndícheall agus tá muid an-bhródúil astu - mar a bhíonn i 

gcónaí.

Mrs Patrice McConnell

Ceann Roinne

Ceol agus Craic i Roinn na Gaeilge
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A cloudy yet dry day greeted 
our annual Day of Sport. 
Our PE Department, under 
the guidance of Mr Ciaran 
Stevenson, came up with 
an extremely varied and 
enjoyable day of activities, 
again emphasising the point 
that education does not just 
take place in a classroom. 
Golf, mini-tennis, laser tag, 
tug of war, fi shing, table 
tennis, athletics, football and 
hurling were just some of the 
myriad sports on offer, as 
our pupils pitted themselves 
against in other in friendly 
rivalry. 

Novelty events on the day 
featured a football dartboard 
and an infl atable ‘Jump the 
Pole’. 

As ever, crowds were drawn 
by the scent of burgers 
and hot dogs from our 
legendary team manning (and 
womaning) the barbecue, 
all under the tutelage of Mrs 
Margaret Burns, even though 
she didn’t. Queues formed 
from early on to sample these 
culinary delights. 

Our school would like to pay 
tribute to our PE Department, 
not just for having organised 
such a successful day, but 
for all the hard work and 
time each member of the 
Department puts in over the 
course of an academic year 
in order to help our pupils 
experience success in sport.

Mr Brendan O’Donnell  
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DAY OF SPORT
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From the 2nd to the 9th February 2019, thirty pupils 
travelled to Pinzolo, Italy for the annual St Columb’s 
College ski trip, accompanied by Mr Stevenson, Mr 
McLaughlin and Mr McGonigle. 

It was a spectacular week on the slopes. The instructors 
and their teachers encouraged everyone to exceed their 
own expectations and the progress was staggering. On 
day one, the boys were coached on how to put on a ski 
boot and ski; however, by the end of the week all the 
groups had ably completed many red runs. Some groups 
even went off-piste!

In the evenings, there was a full programme of fun après-
ski events such as Bingo, Karaoke and Pizza night. Mr 
McLaughlin and Mr McGonigle did bring the boys out to 
watch their favourite team and now six-time European 
Champions Liverpool as part the après-ski package. On 
the fi nal night, the instructors came to the hotel to present 
the awards to all the boys and to congratulate them on 
their remarkable achievements and progress throughout 
the week. 

The ski trip will live long in the memory! 

Here are a few snapshots of the lasting impressions:

“I defi nitely think my skiing has improved drastically, 
on day one I could hardly balance, but by day fi ve I 
was skiing down red slopes.”

“On the fi rst day everything seemed so tough, from 
carrying my ski’s and boots to simply squeezing 
into the ski boots. But with every passing day and 
practice all this soon became second nature. We 
had a brilliant week skiing and fun, so many new 
things accomplished.”

“The ski instructors were so helpful and friendly. 
They made us work hard and have fun. The day they 

Ski Trip
FEBRUARY 2019

It’s all downhill from here: 
St Columb’s College

took us off-piste was so 
much fun and exciting, 
I don’t think I have ever 
laughed as hard watching 
people dig themselves out 
of the snow.”

“The skiing was so enjoyable, we were 
surrounded by huge imposing mountains, it just felt 
surreal to be skiing on them.”  

“My favourite après ski was the karaoke night, 
we competed against another school in a sing-
off event, needless to say we smashed it, as did 
Mr Stevenson, although our teachers have no 
prospects in careers as bingo callers.”

“This was my second trip skiing; it gets better with 
every trip. It is the best holiday I’ve ever been on.”

Check out the PE Department’s Facebook page for more 
pictures and videos from the trip. 

Mr Michael McLaughlin
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Enthuse Celebration Awards
Stormont May 2019

Congratulations go to Mrs Orla Gallagher who is May 2019 
was awarded ENTHUSE CELEBRATION Awards in Stormont 
Castle, Belfast.  This award recognises Orla’s commitment 
to developing our students’ capability in Moving Image Arts, 
as well as the skills they learn which can have an impact 
throughout our school and the wider community.

The annual ENTHUSE Celebration Awards are a celebration 
of Continuous Professional Development across all STEM 
subjects. The awards are presented each year to recognise 
the impact that teachers and technicians have on their 
students, colleagues, schools and colleges, as a result of 
ENTHUSE supported professional development. Successful 
applicants, whether individuals or institutions, enrich STEM 
subjects within the institution, and extend the impact of their 
work into wider communities.

Enthuse Award for Excellence in STEM Teaching, Post-16.
Presented by David Thorpe, Chief Operating Offi cer, 
STEM Learning.  To Mrs Orla Gallagher, St Columb’s 
College, Derry (Winner) 

Mr Brendan O’Donnell
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St Columb’s College Moving Image Arts pupils attend

Careers event as part of INTOFilm
Thornhill College, Friday 28 September 2018

Helen O’Hara (Empire magazine) Industry visit
Empire Magazine “Editor at Large” Helen O’Hara, visited Thornhill College, Derry to discuss her career path from 

Portstewart to the world’s biggest � lm magazine. Helen gave pupils an insight into the � lm industry, 
journalism and podcasting, before helping students formulate their own � lm reviews. 

The trip was thoroughly enjoyed by all MIA pupils who attended. 

Mrs Orla Gallagher
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Congratulations to past pupil Jack 
Foley who recently was placed third 
in the A2 Animation Category out of 
Northern Ireland, for his animation Dino, 
at the CCEA 15th MIA Showcase. In 
Jack’s absence Mrs Orla Gallagher 
accepted the award on his behalf. 
Jack also received second place out 
of Northern Ireland last year for his AS 
animation and is presently studying 
animation in University of Ulster Belfast. 
Well done Jack! 

Mrs Orla Gallagher

MOVING
IMAGE ARTS
SHOWCASE 

AWARDS

NOVEMBER
2018
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St Columb’s College

Inter Schools Media Competition
February 2019

As part of the Inter schools Media Competition St Columb’s College pupils recently took 
part in a series of masterclasses in the North West Regional College with teaching from 
industry professionals, Mr Kevin Ward and Mr Joe Kennedy. Mr Kevin Ward’s business is called Digital Jackanory, offering 
marketing, media production and design services and mentoring to small and medium enterprises. Joe Kennedy also runs 
Causeway Media Solutions. 

On Friday the 8th of February 2019, pupils attended a masterclass in fi lming techniques, whilst on Friday the 1st of March, 
the masterclasses focused upon Adobe Premier Pro Editing.

Many thanks to Suzanne Rodgers Curriculum Manager of Multimedia Journalism, who oversaw the whole event, 
held at the North West Regional College. Mrs Orla Gallagher
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St Columb’s College pupils enjoyed great success  
in the Inter Schools Media Competition. Awards 

were presented on the 27th of March 2019 at 
the Guildhall. 

Congratulations to AS pupil Luke O’Grady, 
who won fi rst place out of Northern 

Ireland in the Post Primary category. 
He was awarded a trophy from Derry 

City Crystal and £150. Well done Luke! 

Lars Pedersen, Emmet Murray, Rory 
Toal and Rudi Cunningham all got highly 

commended and received certifi cates. 

The awards for this category were presented by 
Mr Danny Laverty, Head of Department STCI. The 

Mayor, Cllr John Boyle was in attendance and gave 
the opening speech. Additional categories for third-level 

Colleges included Photography, Advertisement Production, 
Animation, Moving Image (fi ction) and Moving Image (factual) 

and there was a presentation for Best Performing overall 
third-level College, won by Belfast Metropolian.  The event was 

hosted by Mr Stephen McCauley. The whole event was overseen 
by Suzanne Rodgers Curriculum Manager of Multimedia Journalism 

at the North West Regional College. 
Mrs Orla Gallagher

St Columb’s College
WINNERS AT THE 
INTER SCHOOLS 
MEDIA COMPETITION

MARCH 27 th 2019
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A-Level Exhibition 2018

Aaron Quinn and family

Mrs Geraldine McCay (Art Teacher)

Mrs Bridget Murray (Artist)

Mr Maurice Harron (Sculptor)

Callum O’Kane and family

Edward Karran and family

Jack Foley and family

Jude McCandless

Keelan Doherty and family

Here in St Columbs, we take

 pride in the talent of our pupils.  

We hope you enjoy their gifts.

Mrs Catherine O’Hagan

Head of Art & Design

Mr Colin Desmond , Mrs Catherine O’Hagan 
(Head of Art) and Mrs Madeleine Desmond 89
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The Big Draw 2018 took place on Wednesday 24th 
October 3.30-4.40 in the new Sports Hall.
There were spot prizes on the day. 
Many came along to support our Year 8 pupils.

Mrs Catherine O’Hagan 
Head of Art & Design
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Helena Hasson and Amanda McLoone Derry Strabane City 
Council working with our Year 12 Art and Design students 
in September 2018 on their creative and cultural industries 
project with a focus on careers in Art and Graphic Design.  

Mrs Catherine O’Hagan
Head of Art & Design

art and graphic design
93
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St Columb’s College success in the 
Garden of Refl ection Schools’ Art 
Competition. 

Students Caleb Young, Aaron 
Quinn, Neil McAdams and Jude 
McCandless were all selected and 
exhibited work. Jude McCandless 
won the top prize of £500.

 

Garden of
    Refl ection
Garden of
    Refl ection
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Past pupils Mark 
Kelly, Tiarnan 
Robson and Laith 
Yau  with their art 
work on display 
at the North West 
Regional College 
Derry.

Past pupil
Ryan Gillespie 
with his art 
work at the 
University of 
Ulster Belfast.
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The  Sister  Aloysius 
Memorial  Prize  for 
Religious  Art

Fintan ODonnell 8D
James OBrien 9F
Jonathan McLoone 10F

JB O’Neill (currently year 13) won the GCSE 
� rst prize for his modern Mainie Jellett 
inspired painting of St Columba surrounded 
by oak leaves - symbolising Derry

The sixth annual Sister Aloysius Religious 
Art competition, open to young people who 
are studying Art and Design at GCSE and A 
Level in schools in the Derry Diocese, took 
place recently in Saint Eugene’s Cathedral.  
Sister Aloysius, a Sister of Mercy, was a 
respected teacher and iconographer and the 
competition was inaugurated in her memory.  
The purpose of the award is to develop 
Religious Art through the talents of our 
young people.

Students were invited to submit one piece 
of Religious Art from their GCSE and A Level 
portfolios.  A large number of entries were 
received by the Derry Diocesan Catechetical 
Centre.  The judge, Eoghan Devery, was 
highly impressed with the standard of 
entries.

Eoghan Devery, Adjudicator and Fr 
Paul Farren, Director of Derry Diocesan 
Catechetical Centre.

GCSE: 1st Prize - James B O’Neill, 
 St Columb’s College, Derry
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Texaco
  Competition
    Entries 2019

Texaco
  Competition
    Entries 2019
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True Colours &
Leonardo da Vinci

Exhibition

100

year 11
north west
regional college
visit

year 11
north west
regional college
visit
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St Columb’s College
Buncrana Road   Derry   BT48 8NH

T.  (028) 7128 5000   F.  (028) 7128 5007
E.  info@stcolumbs.com

Cover Photo by 
Mr FJM Madden


