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It is with considerable pride and pleasure 
that I warmly welcome the re-appearance 
of ‘The Columban’ (last published in 
1967!) – our once annual publication 
chronicling the most noteworthy 
events and achievements in our 
school calendar.

Indeed, whilst thumbing through 
the 1967 edition of ‘The Columban’ I 
was reminded of the many and huge 
changes that have transpired in St. 
Columb’s over the past forty-five years.

We now teach and learn in a purpose built 
state-of-the-art premises situated on almost forty acres 
of magnificent greenery.  Half of our teaching staff are 
female – in 1967 we had no permanent female members 
on the teaching staff!

The number and variety of subjects now on offer is 
staggering – not only do we offer all the subjects 
ordinarily taught in a grammar school but we also give 
students the opportunity to learn Mandarin Chinese, 
Russian, German, Engineering, Construction and a host 
of ‘taster’ courses presented via Curricular Enrichment.

As I walk the corridors of St. Columb’s I now observe 
students from many other secondary establishments 
in town who have chosen St. Columb’s for a portion 
of their studies.  Female voices now echo in our 
classrooms and some of our own young men visit 
other schools for part of their A-level course.  This is 
all evidence of a vibrant and exciting Foyle Learning 
Community.

I would avail of this opportunity to congratulate our 
students and staff on their efforts and achievements 
over the past year – the bulk of which goes without 
acknowledgement in this publication.

My thanks too to all those whose hard work, enthusiasm 
and perseverance have made this publication possible.

In particular, I would thank Mr Brendan O’Donnell for 

his painstaking attention to detail and 
resolute determination to meet all 
deadlines with the publishers!

To our advertising contributors I 
must say a most sincere thank you.  
Without your generosity and loyalty 
to St. Columb’s this publication 
would hardly have emerged this year.

As first lay principal of our school 
it would be remiss of me not to pay 

tribute on the re-appearance of ‘The 
Columban’ to my clerical predecessors 

whose foresight and vision have helped shape 
the St. Columb’s College that we all know and cherish 
today.  Our ethos, our heritage, our moral values were 
forged over a lengthy period of time and have made 
and continue to make a significant contribution to our 
community, our country and indeed much further afield.

To our Board of Governors and Management Team who 
do so much to ensure the sustenance of these values 
I say a heart-felt thanks on behalf of our entire school 
community.

I would also acknowledge the very special contribution 
of Bishop Séamus Hegarty to St. Columb’s College.  
Bishop Hegarty served as Chair of our Board of 
Governors for more than a decade during which time 
his expertise, wisdom, candour and humour helped 
our school community negotiate a passage through 
particularly difficult educational change.  On behalf of 
all of us associated with St. Columb’s I wish Bishop 
Hegarty a long, healthy and happy retirement and offer 
our sincere thanks for his generosity towards us over the 
years.

I also offer our congratulations and support to 
Monsignor Eamon Martin, my predecessor, in his new 
role as Administrator of the Diocese and pray that God 
will bless him in his work.

Mr Sean McGinty
Principal

Welcome
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This year I’ve had the privilege of being 
Head Boy of St. Columb’s College. It’s 
certainly kept me busy but has been 
enjoyable nonetheless. I’ve always tried to 
get involved in as many groups as possible 
in the school; I’ve been a member of 
music ensembles, Gaelic teams, debating 
teams and more recently the Bar National 
Mock Trial team. I thought that I had 
seen everything the school did. Not even 
close! 

Since becoming Head Boy I’ve met the 
Lord Chief Justice, Sir Declan Morgan, 
the singer/songwriter Paul Brady, politicians from John 
Hume to Mark Durkan to Basil McCrea to Gregory 
Campbell, art lecturers from London and many more 
widely varied people. All have said the same thing about 
the school...‘How do you not get lost?!’ They have also 
mentioned the excellent reputation of the school. I have 
no doubt that they are right. 

Our school has a deserved reputation for music and 
sport and debating and practically everything else. We 
compete in the annual Féis and never ever come away 
empty handed. We have some of the more successful 
sports teams in the City. Last year our football teams 
won the Northern Ireland Schools’ Cup for three age 
groups: Under-12s, Under-14s and Under-16s. This 
shows not only the level of skill but the fact that our 
sporting future is guaranteed. Our debating teams don’t 
shy away from a challenge either; they’ve been involved 
in News International competitions and this year even 
got involved in debates in French. These successes 
would not be possible without the commitment of the 
teachers involved. I couldn’t even try to list all of them 
here. If I try to include all of them I will run out of room. 
So I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of 
them for all their work. 

Our school spirit will hopefully be expressed in this 
publication. If you are a student at the school then you 
needn’t have me explain it to you. If you are not then I 
believe that you’ve missed out.  The school motto may 
very well be ‘Quaerite Primum Regnum Dei’ but the 
school spirit is much more corporeal than that. 
We support one another and turn the school into the 
welcoming environment for learning and personal 

development that it is. This year we’ve 
been able to show how that school spirit 
has a tangible effect. There have been a 
number of tragic circumstances which 
have given us a chance to support one 
another at the lowest moments. These 
have shown that we will stand together 
through the good and the bad.

The position of Head Boy has allowed 
me to stay involved in everything I did 
before, see all the new things and get an 
overview of everything the school does. 
One of the new experiences which has 

opened up to me is the School Council. The progress 
it has made on behalf of the pupils of the school is 
colossal. The water fountains show that a simple 
installation can prove so useful to practically every 
student. The school canteen menu shows that healthy 
food legislation in no way means ‘boring’ or ‘tasteless’ 
food. The 3G football pitch shows that no project is too 
big. 

I’ve mentioned that our reputation is widely known. This 
is not idly gained. We have earned our reputation and 
not just with success in sport or music. With large-scale 
events open to the public such as the bi-annual School 
Shows or the annual Spring Concert, we open the 
school gates and let the world see what we can achieve 
with no target other than entertainment. 

Being Head Boy has left me with certain responsibilities: 
meeting and greeting guests to the school such as the 
Mayor, organizing the Prefects and not least the annual 
Formal Dinner. I could not have dealt with all of this on 
my own so I would like to thank all the Prefects and 
especially the Deputy Head Prefects: Ciarán Brown, 
Jack Carlin and Jack King.

All that remains to say is welcome to ‘The Columban’. 
Anything I’ve mentioned (and much more) will more than 
likely be covered in much greater detail within. Some 
of it you may already know but I’m certain you’ll find 
something new whether you’re a student at the school 
a past pupil, just someone with an interest in the school 
or even someone reading about our school for the first 
time. 

Fergal McCormack
Head Boy
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STAFFING 2011 - 2012

Board of Governors

 LIST OF MEMBERS SOURCE OF NOMINATION
 
 Mr P Kelly (Chairman)
 Rev J Cargan 

Trustees
 Mr S McElhinney
 Mr J Mullan

 Mrs E Hughes 
 Dr J O’Hare Department of Education
 Mrs K O’Kane 

 Dr R McLaughlin Parent Governor

 Mr M McGonagle Teacher Governor

 Mr S McGinty (Correspondent) Principal

*****

sCHooL ManaGeMenT TeaM

 Principal Mr S McGinty

 Vice-Principal Mr T Bradley

 Vice-Principal Mr F Madden

 Senior Teacher (Post 16) Mr J Johnston

 Senior Teacher (Key Stage 4) Mr M McIlveen

 Senior Teacher (Key Stage 3) Miss P Hughes

 Senior Teacher (Tutor) Mr M McGonagle

 Senior Teacher  Mr B Keys
 (Dissemination of Good Practice)   

 HR & Finance Manager Ms F Hegarty

*****

Year Heads

Year 8 Mr E McAteer Year 11 Mr J Peoples Year 13 Mr B Trainor
Year 9 Mrs M Hannaway Year 12 Mrs U Grimley Year 14 Mr K Kearney
Year 10 Mr D Chambers
 

*****

 Head of Chaplaincy Mr M McConnellogue

 Chaplaincy Assistant Ms R Byrne
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sUBJeCT Leaders

Ancient History Vacant

Art and Design (including History of Art) Mr M McGonagle

Biology Mr A Lagan

Business Studies Mr S McAteer

Careers Mr D Grant

Chemistry Mr N Finn

Computing and ICT Mrs H Foster

Economics Mr W Guthrie

English Mr B McGilloway

French Dr S Funnell

Geography Mrs N McGonagle

German Ms M Lübbeke

History Mrs C McLaughlin

Irish Mrs P McConnell

Mathematics Mr B Keys

Moving Image Arts Mr M Meenan

Music Mr B McGinn

PE Mr E Burns

Physics Mr L Burns

Politics Mr L Boyle

RE Mrs M McLaughlin

Spanish Mrs S Caughey

Technology and Design Mr R Hyndman

 

Co-ordinator of Modern Languages Mrs P McConnell

Head of Science Mr A Lagan

 (Co-ordinates Science subjects)

Head of Economics and Business Studies Mr W Guthrie

 (Co-ordinates Business-related subjects)
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TeaCHInG  sTaff  2011 - 2012

Mr D Barr Mrs B Boyle Miss L Bradley

Mr T Bradley Mr E Burns Mr L Burns

Mrs M Burns Ms R Byrne Mrs S Caughey

Mr D Chambers Miss P Connolly Mrs J Convery

Mr T Costigan Mr G Doherty Miss L Doherty

Mrs M Doherty Mr V Doherty Mr J Donaghey

Miss B Duddy Miss C Ferguson Mr N Finn

Mrs H Foster Dr S Funnell Mr D Grant

Mrs U Grimley Mr W Guthrie Mrs M Hannaway

Mr W A Harkin Miss D Hillick Mr R Horner

Miss P Hughes Mr R Hyndman Mr J Johnston

Mr K Kearney Mrs J Kerlin Miss E Kerr

Mr T B Keys Mrs A-L Kirby Mr A Lagan

Mr J B Logue Ms M Lübbeke Mr F Madden

Mr C Maguire Mr D Marlow Mr E McAteer

Mr S McAteer Mr G McCay Mrs G McCay

Mr S McCay Mrs P McConnell Mr M McConnellogue

Mr A McCourt Mr P McGarry Mr B McGilloway

Mr B McGinn Mr S McGinty Mr M McGonagle

Mrs N McGonagle Mrs S McGonigle Mr T P A McGonigle

Mr M McIlveen Mrs C McLaughlin Miss E McLaughlin

Mrs M McLaughlin Miss O McLaughlin Mrs M McMullan

Mr J McQuillan Mr M Meenan Mr G Millar

Mr L Mosby Mrs A Northey Ms M-J O’Carolan

Miss L O’Doherty Mr B O’Donnell Mr K O’Donnell

Dr L O’Donnell Mr N O’Donnell Ms C O’Hagan

Mrs A O’Kane Mrs M-L O’Kane Mr M Ó Murchú

Mrs M O’Riordan Mr J Peoples Mr X Prigent

Mr B Quigley Miss H Sisk Mr D Smyth

Mrs J Smyth Mr C Stevenson Mrs S Tohill

Mr M Tracey Mr B Trainor Ms A M Valadez Peña

Mr J Ward
 
  Teaching staff on a 
  career break 2011-2012

  Mrs S Beatty

  Mr L Boyle

  Mrs P Gallagher

  Mrs M McMullan 
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Administrative Staff Caretakers and Grounds Technicians
Mr J Broderick Mr K Gallagher Miss J Cairns
Mr D Carlin Mr M McEleney Miss N Doherty
Mrs T Doherty Mr M McKinney Mr J Gill
Mrs M McCallion Mr D McLaughlin Mr G Gillen
Miss P Molloy  Mr R McGilligan
Mrs M O’Kane  Mr J Mulhern
Mr J Quigley Classroom Assistants Mr F Wilson
Mrs S Wilkinson Mrs M Brown
 Ms R Campbell
 Mrs C Devine
 Ms A Doherty
 Dr L Feeney
 Ms Y Gallagher
 Mrs E Gill
 Mr J Green
 Mrs R Harvey
 Mr L Haslett
 Mrs R Hutchman
 Mrs C Keogh
 Mrs T McCauley
 Mrs B McLaughlin
 Mrs K McLaughlin

Canteen Network Management Cleaning
Mrs J Boyle and ICT Support Ms A M Kelly
Ms A Courtney Mr D Boast Mrs C Brown
Mrs T Doyle Mrs U McCaul Mr J Burns
Mrs M Healy Mr J Shongo Ms A Courtney
Mrs H Kelly Mr J Stewart Ms A Curran
Mrs P Kelly  Ms N Doyle
Mrs D McDermott Library Mrs T Doyle
Mrs C Pennock Dr A Carlin Mrs M Dunne
Mrs M Quigley Mr S Crumley Ms C Gillespie
Mrs M Quigley  Mrs M Healy
Mrs A Whoriskey Study Supervisor Ms M Kelly
 Mrs P MacDermott Ms L Masterton
  Mr J McMenamin
 Domestic Assistant Ms D Montgomery
 Mrs P Saunders Mr A Pennock
  Mrs C Pennock
 Domestic Attendant Mrs M Quigley
 Mrs L Masterton Miss L Robinson
  Mrs J Rowe
 Sixth Form Supervisor Mrs P Saunders
 Mrs B Crumlish Ms L Williams
  Mrs L Wylie
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Editorial
Welcome to ‘The Columban’. It’s been 
a while since we had a publication like 
this and I for one would like this to be the 
start of a new era. Each school year has 
its own rhythm of ups and downs and this 
magazine is no more than a snapshot of a 
large educational organisation in action. I 
hope you like it and that it will make you 
want to contribute your part of the tapestry 
that is life here in St. Columb’s College.

This academic year we look back and forward. I thought 
it important to feature the foundation and history of the 
school in order to give roots to this 
publication. The choice of title ‘The 
Columban’ was the result of much 
discussion. It recalls and celebrates 
publications of the past yet at the 
same time points us forward, just as 
the statue of St. Columba at the front 
of our school looks out beyond the 
school to the wider world. 

I am a great believer in the power 
of positive thinking and this 
publication has positive thinking at 
its heart. This is best exemplified 
by our editorial team of pupils 
ranging from Year 9 to Year 14. 
This publication would not have 
been possible without their 
commitment and enthusiasm 
and I for one have been taught 
a lesson or two about being 
positive through my experience 
of working with them. 

I would also like to publicly 
thank Sean McGinty, Finbar 
Madden and the members 

of the Past Pupils’ Union, (especially 
Dermot Carlin), for their help, support and 
advice over what has been at times a 
challenging process. For technical support 
you could find none better than Joe 
Stewart and Jonathan Shongo from our 
ICT Support team. Malachy McGonagle 
was of immeasurable help in designing 
the cover.  I’d like to say a big thank you 
to all members of staff who contributed so 
generously of their time and expertise. 

I see this publication as only a beginning 
and would love to think that in future years it could serve 
as a source of reference for the many generations of St. 
Columb’s pupils, parents and staff to come. 

Brendan O’Donnell
Teacher in charge 

of Publications
 bodonnell202@stcolumbs.com

Editorial Team

 Nathan Adam
 Daniel Callaghan
 Daniel Deery
 Christopher Dillon
 Declan Frith
 Jason Hayes
 Peter Madden
 Garry Mallett
 Gavin McCafferty
 Harry McGee
 Corey McKeegan
 Ethan McKeegan
 Conor McNally
 Oisin Meenan
 Patrick Mulholland
 Matthew Peoples

Introduction

Some members of the Editorial Team: 
Back row (left to right): Daniel Callaghan, Christopher 

Dillon, Patrick Mulholland Front row (left to right):
Peter Madden and Gavin McCafferty
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A reflection on community

Sports Day is probably one of the most memorable 
days in the school year. ‘The boys’ - as we refer to 
the pupils - are in high spirits. They have cast off the 
constraints of the school uniform and are often dressed 
in colourful and casual sports attire. There is a certain 
sense of things settling, of the school year coming to an 
end. Sports Day usually takes place in mid-June when 
more clement weather creates opportunities for outdoor 
games but also puts everyone in a more positive fix. The 
boys ‘mill’ around in a carefree manner, choosing which 
games or events to participate in. There is a multitude 
of possibilities. From the cut and thrust of the Gaelic 
pitch, to the more civilised tennis court, they are able to 
show off their skills. Many boys play soccer and are keen 
to enter the tournament set up by Ryan Horner. Other 
activities take place off-campus. Margaret Hannaway 
and Liam Burns take names for the Cinebowl weeks 
in advance of Sports Day, while Martin McIlveen and 
Seamus Crumley take boys fishing.

They say that sport can be a cathartic experience, where 
we project our anger and frustrations onto the football 
or tennis ball and so on, rather than on to people. This 
process means that Sports Day can be a time when 
we are more amenable to getting on with others and 
working as a team. The stressful part of the year is over 
and in-house summer exams have been completed. 
The summer holidays hang 
in the horizon as we hug 
ourselves with anticipation.

The barbeque stall usually 
does a bomb on Sports 
Day. Margaret Burns and 
Mary McLaughlin are hard 
at work, preparing burgers 
and hotdogs. The hunger of 
the boys seems insatiable. 
They wolf the burgers down 
and drink greedily from cans 
of Coca Cola and Sprite. 
The general atmosphere 
around the veranda is one 
of camaraderie and great 
merriment. My memories 
of those Sports Days are 
ones of pupils and staff 
cooperating with each other 
in a spirit of real adventure 
and fun. The other thing 

‘Wisdom Keeps Welling in Streams’

about Sports Day too, of course, is that the boys are 
given recognition for their prowess on the field. This has 
the consequence of boosting their confidence. Many not 
only feel, but also look as if they are walking on air.

Often, towards the end of Sports Day, a small group 
of staff will meet to challenge each other on the tennis 
courts. It is interesting to observe that the different styles 
often reflect the temperament of the person playing. 
James Green is tactical and suave whereas James ‘the 
Rock’ McQuillan is furtive and reverts to stealth. Donal 
Chambers is a strong contender and his serve is almost 
impossible to return, whereas ‘Big’ Brendy Quigley is 
easily distracted but relaxed in his game. The success 
of Sports Day is due in large measure to a lot of pre-
planning by the indefatigable Eamonn Burns, but also 
because staff and pupils pull together and function as a 
community.

When I reflect on what ‘community’ is, I am reminded 
of those first monastic communities, often placed 
precariously on remote islands off the coast of Ireland. I 
think of St. Columba and his twelve disciples in their little 
curragh negotiating the treacherous waters of the North 
Sea, so as to be able to set up a monastic foundation 
on Iona in the Outer Hebridean islands. These monks 
lived three or four to a cell and adhered to a strict daily 
routine of prayer, fasting, studying and manual labour. 
They were peregrini or ‘pilgrims for Christ’ and they were 

willing to take huge risks to 
set up this and other similar 
communities.

Very often the boys of St. 
Columb’s gather around 
the foot of Maurice Harron’s 
sculpture of St. Columba 
the Scribe, which sits at 
the entrance to our school. 
They sit chatting and 
eating and now and then 
look up in astonishment 
at the patron saint of their 
school. Engraved on the 
huge foundation stone are 
the words, ‘Wisdom keeps 
welling in streams.’ I like to 
think that as long as this 
community of St. Columb’s 
keeps faithful to the values 
espoused by St. Columba 
and his monks, we won’t 



10

The Columban 2012

10

go too far wrong in terms of being wise. We have often 
heard it said that, ‘the family that prays together, stays 
together’. The celebration of the Eucharist and prayer 
are at the heart of our community. We do not seek to 
make a big show of this, but perhaps it is this mysterious 
ingredient which enables us to come together on days 
like Sports Day to work and play together as a family.

To be able to sustain a healthy community means that 
each member within it must at times take imaginative 
risks, like St. Columba and his monks. Schools today 
can be paralysed with bureaucracy, which stifles this 
kind of risk taking. We must also take risks in reaching 
out to those with whom we might not ordinarily 
associate. In other words we too must be prepared 
to negotiate the ‘choppy waters’. Each encounter in a 
school, whether with a parent, pupil or colleague, is an 
opportunity for truth which can create a positive ripple 
effect throughout the whole community. They say that 
when we have one poor encounter with another person, 
it takes thirteen good ones to cancel the damage 
caused. Good relationships are the harbinger of a 
healthy community.

Besides Sports Day, there are many other occasions 
during the school year when the family of St. Columb’s 
College is at its best: the School Show, Open Night, 
Prizegiving, the Christmas Fayre, the Carol Service and, 
of course, the Spring Concert. For many the Spring 
Concert is an evening of pure pleasure and reflects the 
overall harmony of this vibrant school community.

Each year I look forward to another Sports Day. I hope 
that we will work together as a family to bring the best 
out in each other. I hope that we will relax and enjoy 
each other’s company. I hope that, because we put 
Christ at the centre of our community, we can reach out 
to everyone without exception. I hope to see the boys 
revelling in their sporting achievements. I hope that we 
will fulfil our school motto in seeking first the Kingdom of 
God. I hope that wisdom will keep welling in streams. I 
hope!

Mr Mark McConnellogue
Head of Chaplaincy
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St. Columb’s College was established in 
1879 and opened its doors for boarders on 
the 3rd of November after an advertisement 
was placed in the ‘Londonderry Journal’. 
This advertisement stated that, at the Casino 
area of Londonderry, (where Bishop Street 
is today), a new Roman Catholic school was 
being opened by the Derry Diocese. It was 
aimed at eduacating young men, although 
not exclusively for the priesthood. 

However the building in which the new 
school was to be located had been around 
for a much longer time.  It was built by an 
eccentric aristocrat to be used as his summer-
house. His name was Frederick Augustus 
Hervey and he arrived in our city as the Bishop of the 
Anglican Diocese of Derry in 1768. In 1779 Bishop Hervey 
succeeded his brother as Earl of Bristol and so became 
known as the Earl-Bishop. Hervey was able to purchase 
some land outside the city walls which had  previoulsy 
been used for grazing cattle. He designed this new 
building in the style of a Roman villa or Casino, with the 
building having beautiful views of the River Foyle. Hervey 
imported large amounts of lava from Italy which he used 
to cope the boundary wall. It is said that the lava came 
from Mount Vesuvius and some of it can still be seen in 
Bishop Street today. Despite the large amount of money 
spent on this building, Hervey spent very little time in his 
Casino or even in Derry. 

After Harvey’s death in 1803, the Casino became the 
property of his cousin, the Rev Hervey Bruce. However, 
he did not keep the property for very long as it was 
purchased by Ross T. Smith in 1837. 

Almost forty years later, Bishop Francis Kelly purchased 
this property from the Skipton Family, intending it as 
the site of his new school. The erection of a new school 
building cost £10,000 and a further £2,000 
was spent on renovating the inside of the 
existing building. 

When St. Columb’s College opened, 
it provided such classes as Latin, 
Mathematics, Greek, English and French. 
German and Italian would be taught as 
required.The first President of the school 
was Fr Edward O’Brien.

The new College started out with a staff of 
just five and 18 students; however it was 

St. Columb’s College : From the Beginning

not long before St. Columb’s was achieving 
the kind of academic success that became 
its hallmark and with this success student 
numbers began to grow steadily. Such 
expansion necessitated the provision of 
additional school buildings and so in 1892 
a new wing (Senior House) was opened. 
The erection of the new building required 
the demolition of most of the original 
property.  Not long after this the Museum 
and Library were erected (modelled on the 
original Casino buildings) and became the 
home of an eclectic collection of religious 
and anthropological exhibits, some hailing 

from such far flung places as Fiji.

By the time the silver anniversary of its foundation arrived 
in 1904, St. Columb’s College was well established and 
was providing a broad range of extra-curricular activities 
to supplement the excellent work that was going on 
within its classrooms.

By and large, the early decades of life in the College 
were relatively uneventful.  This changed, however, when 
St. Columb’s figured in the short outburst of civil war that 
afflicted Derry in the summer of 1920 as a prelude to the 
setting-up of the Northern Ireland state. The College was 
raked by UVF fire on the night of Tuesday 22nd June 
and into the Wednesday morning.

Thereafter life quietened down again and 1929 
witnessed the celebration of the College’s golden 
jubilee and the establishment of an ‘old boys union’ 
– the College Union. Ten years later, the laying of the 
foundation stone for the magnificent college chapel 
marked the school’s diamond jubilee.  The chapel 
complex – including a range of other much-needed 
facilities - was completed within two years.

In 1947 the Education Act, a pioneering 
piece of legislation arranged for those 
thought likely to benefit from an academic 
education to have it free or at least 
generously means-tested, was introduced. 
By the late 1940s, therefore, St. Columb’s 
had to cater for more than 400 pupils 
including many ‘dayboys’ as the non-
boarders were called. What had begun as 
a relatively small diocesan seminary had 
burgeoned into Derry’s main Catholic boys’ 
grammar school.

Garry Mallett 

Dr Francis Kelly, Founder of 
St. Columb’s College
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By the beginning of the 1950s St. Columb’s College was 
significantly increasing in size. The 1947 Education Act 
had created the 11+ examination, giving all children the 
chance to go to a grammar school.  Many local children 
took advantage of this opportunity and by 1958 the 
number of pupils attending the College had reached 720, 
including 240 boarders, a huge increase from the 230 
pupils attending the school in 1941. Given this increase, 
St. Columb’s decided that if its number of pupils kept 
increasing it would have to relocate to another site. The 
then President, Fr McFeely, therefore began to engage 
in discussions with the College’s Board of Governors 
regarding the development of a new school. 

The 1960s was a time of massive change around the 
world. The ever-increasing spread of communism was 
sending chills down the backs of many governments. 
In America protests for civil rights dominated the news 
headlines and this message also spread worldwide. 
People all around the world were protesting, especially in 
countries such as France, Germany and Britain. It wasn’t 
long until Derry’s schools felt the effect of these changes. 
In 1969 pupils from Foyle, Thornhill and St. Columb’s 
Colleges met to discuss the creation of a new student 
body. 

St. Columb’s College : 1950 – 1989

However, not all of the events of the 1960s involved 
academic and political aspects. St. Columb’s was also 
excelling in sport during this time. In 1965 the College 
won the Hogan Cup (the All-Ireland Schools’ Gaelic 
Football Championship); an event still regarded by many 
as one of the school’s proudest achievements.

By 1970 St. Columb’s staff numbered 53. 18 members 
of the staff were priests while the rest were laymen. 
At the time there were still no women on the teaching 
staff but that changed soon after when two female 
teachers joined the College staff. However, it was 1973 
that proved to be one of the biggest ever years for St. 
Columb’s. After years and years of discussion about a 
scheme to open the school on another site, the plan 
finally came to life. In September 1973 pupils attended 
the new school on the Buncrana Road for the first time. 
The total cost of the new school’s construction was said 
to be in excess of £762,000. 

This idea of a ‘split site’ for St. Columb’s was a big 
change for many pupils, not to mention the school’s 
staff. It’s fair to say that this new development brought 
many problems along with it. There were many 
administrative inconveniences, while many members 

of the teaching staff had 
to travel from one site to 
another to deliver lessons. 
The ‘Junior School’ (still 
situated on Bishop Street) 
pupils also felt the effect 
of the ‘split site’ College. 
These students no longer 
had the senior pupils to 
look up to. 

New buildings aside, 
this was a very difficult 
time politically.  During 
‘the Troubles’ the British 
Army frequently used the 
Bishop Street site as the 
hill provided them with a 
view of the Brandywell 
area. During this time a 
bomb was even found 
beside the school 
canteen! At the same 
time there were other 
seismic changes; in 1976 
boarding at St. Columb’s 
came to an end. The 
school - which had 
started out in 1879 as a 
boarding school - lost, 

Celebrations after winning the Hogan Cup on May 9th 1965
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The school after the fire of July 1989

Staff photograph from the 1960s

what many felt, a part of its soul.

The official opening of the ‘new’ 
Senior School took place in 1979. 
The then Bishop of Raphoe - Dr 
McFeely (former President of St. 
Columb’s) - and five other Bishops 
attended the ceremony. After Mass in 
St. Eugene’s Cathedral, the stained 
glass windows - which are still to be 
found in the College Oratory - were 
dedicated and blessed.

Changes continued apace.  In 
the 1980s, Fr Ignatius McQuillan, 
the President, banned corporal 
punishment in the school. Of course 
this changed the lives of many of the 
pupils, as they would no longer have 
to face the daunting prospect of the 
belt after telling their teacher that 
their homework was not done! Then, 
in 1985 O-levels were replaced by GCSEs. Alongside 
this came the introduction of coursework, which I know 
certainly changed many students’ lives! The 1989 
Education Order also stated that English, Maths and 
Science were to be studied at GCSE as compulsory 
subjects. Key Stage 3 exams were also introduced at 
the same time. By 1988 there were 1524 pupils studying 

at St. Columb’s. There were now 93 members in the 
teaching staff, including 14 female teachers. 1989 also 
saw a devastating fire hit the College, destroying many 
of the school’s archives. 

Peter Madden



14

The Columban 2012

14

Since the Senior School opened in 1973, 
many additions have been made to provide 
for the new curricula being introduced. 
New subjects - such as IT and Business 
Studies - were being taught at the College 
for the first time. Of course, providing 
for such new subjects cost money and 
this meant the focus on developing the 
school turned to the Buncrana Road site. 
However, at the same time, additions 
were made - especially during Fr (later 
Monsignor) James Coulter’s presidency 
- to the original school, site. The Bishop 
Street Museum was converted into a new 
Library while the original Recreational Hall was converted 
into a Canteen in 1989. New changing rooms and toilets 
were also added to the existing facilities. Later, during 
Fr Ignatius McQuillan’s presidency, the refurbishment 
of some of the older buildings on the Bishop Street site 
was also carried out. A new extension to the school was 
also built during this time. By 1993 - when the extension 
and refurbishments had been completed - the school 
could boast of 100 teachers and 1688 pupils. 

In the early 1990s a major review of post primary 
educational provision in Derry was carried out. This 
review came to the conclusion that there were too 
few post primary places for Catholic children. It was, 
therefore, decided that a third Catholic grammar school 
should be established in the city. It was decided that the 
new school should be called Lumen Christi and it was 
agreed that it would occupy the existing St. Columb’s 
College Bishop Street site. By this time St. Columb’s had 
reached its greatest student body (in terms of numbers) 
– 1754 pupils. 

The decision to establish Lumen Christi on the Bishop 
Street site meant that all the St. Columb’s staff and 
pupils would have to relocate to the Buncrana Road. 
While this undoubtedly had many advantages - seeing 

St. Columb’s College : 1990-2012

as the whole staff and student body would 
be on one site - it also brought with it a 
number of disadvantages.  The Bishop 
Street school was symbolic and it seemed 
as if its loss brought with it a profound 
sense of bereavement. The split site school 
- which had been apart for 24 years - was 
finally reunified in September 1997. 

Of course the newly-unified St. Columb’s 
required an extension to accommodate 
the school’s 1700+ pupils. A new building 

was, therefore, erected to accommodate 
the significantly increased student numbers. 

The existing 1970s buildings were also refurbished with 
modernised facilities created for RE, Geography, Music 
and Languages among others. The new extension/
refurbishment was officially opened in May 1999 by two 
of St. Columb’s most famous pupils, Nobel Laureates 
John Hume and Seamus Heaney. The two Laureates 
also unveiled a new sculpture that marked the final 
‘letting go’ of the Bishop Street school.

At the same time there was much change in other 
areas; from the 1990s onwards Northern Ireland also 
experienced reforms in curriculum delivery. The A-level 
system that we know today was given a modular 
approach in 2000. Many changes were also made 
to the existing Key Stage 3 and GCSE curricula. St. 
Columb’s also concentrated more on developing its 
ICT expertise, bringing in more staff and creating new 
facilities. The early 2000s witnessed the celebration of 
the 125th anniversary of the school’s opening in 1879. 
These celebrations led to the unveiling of the statue of 
St. Columba at the front of the school, cast by former 
teacher Maurice Harron. The new statue was unveiled 
by the then Irish President, Mary McAleese.  A school 
history was also published at the same time. 

The many events that marked the school’s 125th 
Anniversary certainly reinforced 
the idea that St. Columb’s is a 
constantly developing institution.  
This constant reinvention was 
especially true in the areas of 
ICT and Mathematics (for which 
the school was subsequently 
officially recognised as being a 
Specialist School). Nor did things 
remain static thereafter; the latter 
2000s witnessed perhaps the 
most significant change in St. 
Columb’s history with the change 
from a clerical leadership to a 
lay principalship with the 2008 
appointment of Mr Sean McGinty 
as the school’s first lay Principal in 
succession to Fr Eamon Martin.

Peter MaddenStaff photograph 1993



15

The Columban 2012

15

Principal’s Interview

1: Since becoming Principal what, 
in your opinion, have been the 
greatest achievements and 
highlights within the school?

I’ve been delighted with the development 
of Student Voice which has had a very 
real input into managerial decisions 
and which has helped to vastly improve 
student facilities - from brand new toilets 
to water fountains to the canteen. On 
the educational front I’m delighted with
the wide range of subjects we now offer at all Key 
Stages - subjects to suit students of different abilities 
and interests. Even next year we will be able to offer 
Home Economics at Key Stage Three. In terms of 
supporting students, there has been considerable 
progress made in identifying and supporting students 
at a much earlier stage and, as a result, more students 
spend seven years with us at St. Columb’s. As far as 
sport is concerned, I’m delighted with our results in 
almost every competition we enter and great credit has 
to go to a really dedicated PE Department and so many 
other teachers who give generously of their time in extra-
curricular activities. The progress made in the planning 
of a 3G pitch is also very gratifying. 

2: How challenging is the role of Principal in such a 
huge and well-known school?

It is very challenging indeed - especially whenever 
I reflect on the achievements of many of my 
predecessors. Being the first lay Principal of St. 
Columb’s also brings a little extra pressure because 
so much of our culture and ethos has been built up 
over the years by generations of dedicated priests who 
gave generously of their time and talents.  There is so 
much going on in St. Columb’s at so many different 
levels that it is only possible to fulfil the role of Principal 
with the support of a very talented and hard-working 
Management Team.  At the end of the day, though, the 
important decisions have to be taken and sometimes 
the honest truth has to be spoken - whether it is with 
staff, students or parents. I’d like to think that most of 
the duties I have are well executed and that I’m always 
approachable.  St. Columb’s is a large school and 
has a very proud tradition of academic and sporting 
achievement. Our committed staff ensure that we 
continue to figure prominently in all spheres of education.

3: In what was has St. Columb’s changed since you 
were a student here?

The College has changed enormously since my time here 
as a student, as indeed have all schools. Our Buncrana 
Road site affords us the opportunity to have a spacious 
and state of the art facility for all aspects of school 
life. There have been tremendous changes in both the 
content and delivery of the ever-broadening curriculum.
The greatest changes I see though are to the nature of 
the relations between home and school and between 
students and staff. There’s an openness and more 
relaxed atmosphere which lend themselves to a greater 
enjoyment of teaching and learning for all involved in St. 
Columb’s. Finally, the numbers of students, parents, staff 
and support staff are greatly in excess of those of over 
forty years ago - the school is almost like a small town 
with each individual taking a role - it all makes for a very 
successful community.

4: What is your fondest memory of  
 your school days?
It would certainly be A-level and the 
kindness of a man called Fr Pat Grant, 
because I had decided that I wanted to 
study at university in Dublin. If I wanted to 
go to Trinity, as I wanted to at the time, I 
needed Latin and he took me for private 
classes at no cost and was very kind. Now 
I did a fair bit of work for him but he was 
particularly generous with his time and it 

was because of him that I attained my O-level (as it then 
was). Fr Grant was a kind, humane and truly lovely man.

5: If you could change the school in any way, what 
would it be and why?

I would try to get our pupils to appreciate the importance 
of education and the importance of the here and now! 
Boys often leave things to the last minute, thus they do not 
always appreciate that if you start things a little bit earlier, 
you will get much better results. I believe that our pupils 
should never settle for the minimum they can achieve, but 
should strive for excellence. For teachers, I would try to get 
them to see that, irrespective of the pupil sitting in front of 
you, that pupil is loved by parents and a family. I remember 
in my earlier days I was quite a tough teacher and I often 
think that it is only as one grows older and has a family of 
one’s own  that one appreciates the damage that some 
loose sentence, a few words, a sarcastic remark can have 
and how damaging those things can be. 

6: If you were not to have entered teaching as a 
profession, which other career would you have 
chosen and why?

I would probably have pursued a career in Law as I had 
embarked on a LLB whilst taking my BA in Trinity. I was 
asked by a friend in Dublin to do substitute teaching 
cover for a few days in a Technical College and I loved 
the atmosphere of the school, the classroom and all that 
went with it. In a way I found teaching by accident and 
have always derived considerable satisfaction from the 
variety of roles I have been given during my career. It has 
been a huge privilege to have been appointed the first 
lay Principal of St. Columb’s College.

7: What are your hobbies? How do you relax?
I like walking and listening to music. I’m also a member 
of St. Eugene’s Cathedral Choir although I’ve missed 
a lot of practices these past few years. Sr Perpetua is 
very tolerant, however, both of my poor attendance and 
ageing voice!  When I retire I intend to adopt a dog to go 
walking on beaches with. I also intend to travel and to 
read what I want rather than what I have to!

8: How would you like to be remembered once you 
retire from your post as Principal?

I would like to be remembered as a teacher, Year Head 
and Vice-Principal who tried to be fair, open-minded and 
prepared to listen and who encouraged pupils to develop 
a love of the subjects I taught as well as a genuine 
respect for the peers and teachers they encountered. 
As Principal, I would like to be remembered as someone 
who tried in a few short years to further develop a robust 
and effective Management Team to lead St. Columb’s 
in these times of educational change.  I’m fully aware, 
however, that how one would like to be remembered and 
how one will be remembered may well be poles apart!

Interview with Declan Frith
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8A
Back Row: Cianan O’Connell, Sean Lincoln, Tristan Glenn, Jason Logue, Aaron Doherty, Tom McLaughlin, Laithe Yau, 

Mark Mullan
Middle Row: Daniel Smith, Aaron McGurk, Mark Doherty, Ryan Whoriskey, Jason Feenan, Alex Meenan, Patrick 

Merrigan, Nathan Breslin, Mark McGinty
Front Row: Dylan McDaid, James Lynch, Shane Murray, Eugene Burns, Conor Ashford, Conor Houston, Caoimhin 

Ballard, Dean Chambers

Class Photographs 2012

8B
Back Row: Adam Beales, Adam Flanagan, Aaron Quinn, Christian Canavan, Joseph Guthrie, Tyrone Jones, Joseph 

Dunne, Jack Malone
Middle Row: Calum O’Kane, Cathair O’Doherty, John Ward, Caleb Young, James Harland, Jack McDevitt, Matthew 

Williamson, Reamonn Daly, Rory Brown
Front Row: Dominick Nelis, Ryan Doherty, Shay McKeefrey, Ruaidhri McWilliams, Adam Millar, Jude McCandless, 

Conor Kelly, Ryan Strawbridge
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8C
Back Row: Caomhan Campbell, Cormac Mooney, Emmet McCloskey, Ruairi McWade, John-Paul Hegarty, 
 Caolan Wilson, Mark Doherty, Lee Meehan
Middle Row: Jack Foley, Mark Brown, David Barr, Eoin Canning, Paul McKay, Brian McCarron, Luke O’Reilly, 
 Ronan Devine 
Front Row: Cormac Doherty, Matthew Harkin, John Muir, Sean Doherty, Edward Karran, Jack McLaughlin, 
 Ben Radcliffe, Ruairi McElhinney

8D
Back Row: Brandon Bamford, Naseeb Rehman, Ben McLaughlin, Ronan Pyne, Caolan Donnelly, Ryan Foy
Middle Row: Dion Bradley, Adam McEntee, Reece Armstrong, Aaron McGinley, Oran Fox, Ciaranie Morrin, 
 Reece Moore
Front Row: Odhran Casey, Finn Carr, Daire Walker, Eoghan Doherty, Sean Brown, Stephen Doherty, Dylan Wilson
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8E
Back Row: Callum Walker, Christopher McCloskey, Mikey McGinley, Samuel McGarvey, Ruairi O’Boyle, Ryan Doran, 

Shay Cavanagh, Dylan McLaughlin
Middle Row: Braonan Walker, Caolan Morrison, Josh Varghese John, Caolann Burke, Dylan Sweeney, Jack Cassidy, 

Jamie Wilson, Adam Gallagher, Kevin Forbes
Front Row: Dylan Brady, Sean Doran, Mark McCloskey, Scott Rice, Keelan Doherty, Tiarnan Kennedy, Gavin Kelly

8F
Back Row: Fearghal Wade, Jack McConnell, Ciaran Feeney, Leo Nicholl, Alex Doherty, Odhran Hamilton, Paul 

O’Sullivan-Sweeney, Joshua Green
Middle Row: Cillian Breslin, Frankie Healy, Manus Kenny, Eoin Lynch, Conor O’Neill, Ruairi Begley, Eoin Mahon, 
 Kristian Deery
Front Row: Daire O’Sandair, Morgan Murray, Adam McGlinchey, Aidan Duddy, Piaras Loughlin, Aodhan Wade, 
 Alan Doherty, Aoifen McBrearty
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8H
Back Row: Jack Porter, Adam McCarron, Tiernan Cusack, Cormac McElholm, Conall Gallagher, Dean McBride, Josh 

McLaughlin, Kealan McNickle
Middle Row: Brendan Finney, Niall Kerlin, Jack Duffy, James Friel, Eoin McCrossan, Conan Doherty, Aaron McDonagh, 

Aaron Murphy, Matthew McCullagh
Front Row: Daire Hutton, Shane Devine, Benjamin Collins, Dylan Roberts, Dara Brady, Dylan McCallion, Fintan Lynch, 

Keesley Doherty

8G
Back Row: Killian O’Neill, Ken Turner, Shaun Dowd, Jack Harkin, Ronan Foley, Calum Harkin, Jack Ward, 
 Matthew McLaughlin
Middle Row: Conor Lyons, Darren Smyth, Caolan Carlin, Jordan Villa, Troy McCauley, Henry O’Neill, Conor O’Donnell, 

Robert Kelly, Ruairi Dwyer
Front Row: Callum Feeney, Oran McAnaney, John Duddy, Christian Boyle, Joseph McQuaid, Louis Kerr, Aaron Carlin, 

Ethan Mallett
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8K
Back Row: Ronan Mullan, Jack Ferguson, Cormac O’Kane, Oran Doherty, Eoin McKinney, Cathal Turton, 
 Aaron Harkin
Middle Row: Dylan Browne, Cory Porter, Callum Browne, Ryan Campbell, Adam Patton, Shea Edwards, John Moore, 

Cian McCartney
Front Row: Callum Doherty, Jude Leonard, Ruairi O’Donnell, Jack Cregan, Michael McConnell, Jamie Devine, 
 Malachy O’Neill, David Futcher
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14A
Back Row: Aron Halsey, Martin McGuinness, Niall McGeehan, Aaron Doherty
Middle Row: Michael Crumlish, Brandon Smyth, Andrew Large, Paul Ogilvie, Brian Cooper
Front Row: Jake Hamilton, Jason McColgan, Patrick McGrotty, Jorel Bautista, Darren Bradley, Jack McFadden

14B
Back Row: Adam McCourt, Matthew McIvor, Emmet McCourt, Caolan Austin
Middle Row: Daithi O’Mianain, Michael Quigley, David Brown, Neil McLaughlin, Rory Hooper
Front Row: Sean McLaughlin, Tony O’Kane, Kelan McCafferty, John McBay, Finbar O’Hagan
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14C
Back Row: Ferdia Robson, Ciaran Lynch, Thomas McSheffrey
Middle Row: Calvin Coyle, Kealan Toland, Darren Mallett, Kelvin Duffy
Front Row: Ryan Cavanagh, Fionntan Hargan, Kieran Stewart, Conor Lamberton, Michael Beales

14D
Back Row: Caolan Doherty, Matthew Keany, Ryan Gillen, Niall Morrison
Middle Row: Christopher Cregan, Neil Harley, Kevin Roche, Conor McClelland
Front Row: Niall Doyle, Kain McGinty, Conor Collins, Caolan McDermott, Dylan McGlynn
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14E
Back Row: Billy Stewart, Shane McClean, Peter Colhoun, Kenneth Conroy
Middle Row: Tom Caldwell, Christopher Curley, Paul Brolly, Ciaran Cairns, Ben Higgins
Front Row: Jack King, Barry Carton, Enda Boyle, Aodhain McDaid, Ethan Doherty, Peter O’Donnell

14F
Back Row: Christopher Brothers, Evan Radcliffe, Jordan Breslin, Jamie Doherty, Eoin Farrelly
Middle Row: Glenn Doherty, Stephen Barr, Christopher Dooley, Daniel Allen, Damian Faulkner
Front Row: Conor Doherty, Anthony Hargan, Daniel England, Ryan Doherty, Patrick Doherty, Jack Carlin
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14G
Back Row: Caolan Stewart, Michael Hastings, Oisin Kavanagh, Conor Fleming, Michael Sweeney, Ryan Harkin
Front Row: Caolan Moore, Patrick McHugh, Conor Harrigan, Dale Kelly, Conor Gill, Oisin Meenan

14H
Back Row: Ryan McGrory, Jack Duffy, David McGuire, Michael Brennan, Ryan Curran, Eoin McDermott
Front Row: Caolan Harkin, Ronan White, Callum Weir, Kevin Bulloch, Sean Taggart, Fergal McCormack, Aaron Pyne
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14K
Back Row: Shane Doherty, Shane Quinnell, Sean Rush, Darrell Doherty
Middle Row: Matthew Durey, Christopher Chambers, Russ Davidson, Corey McKeegan, Padraig McConalogue
Front Row: Odhran Carlin, Harry McGee, Niall Bradley, Gavin D Duffy, Ray Cunningham

14L
Back Row: Glen McGee, Christian McGeady, Sean-Paul Doherty, George White, Hugh-Emmett Quigley
Front Row: Mark Porter, Enda Doherty, Aaron Quigley, Niall Callan, Ndomupei Doherty, Ben O’Donnell
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Pupil News

Q) What do Eamon de Valera, John F 
Kennedy, General Francisco Franco, 
Martin O’Neill and Bill Clinton have in 
common? 

A) They are all part of the autographed 
picture collection in St. Columb’s that 
make up the one and only Fr Francis 
Collection!

In 2001, Fr Francis Coyle donated 30 
autographed pictures to the History Club 
in St. Columb’s College. After his death his 
family brought the collection to the school 
and made a request to the school’s History Club. Fr 
Francis was a past pupil of the College and his last wish 
was that St. Columb’s continue to add more autographs 
to his collection. In his lifetime he wrote to world leaders 
from the 1950s requesting their signed picture; on one 
occasion he actually was requested to meet Thomas 
Klestil – the then President of Portugal!

In the 1960s Fr Francis was given a private audience 
with Pope Paul VI and he managed to get a signed 
photo (which is also in the school collection). These 
personal replies are but a few that Fr Francis and St. 
Columb’s have received. When Fr Francis wrote to 
former President of the Republic of Ireland/Uachtaráin 
Mary Robinson, she sent him a very personal letter 
congratulating him on his many years in the priesthood. 

The History Club has followed on in Fr Francis’s 
footsteps and continues to add to the collection in his 
memory. It now boasts over 100 autographed pictures 
of world leaders past and present - as well as many of 
our own esteemed Alumni. 

In these current times of political change, following 
world affairs and world leaders has never been more 
exciting. One cannot help turn on the news and see 
something new happening on the world stage. There 
are new leaders and governments emerging around 
the world.  For example, we have a new Fine Gael/

The Fr Francis Collection

Labour government in the Republic, the 
Conservative-Liberal Democrat coalition 
in the UK, a new leader in Italy while the 
Arab Spring has led to new governments 
emerging in Egypt, Libya and Tunisia.  

These political changes allow the History 
Club to collect new autographs from 
current and previous world leaders 
from different positions on the political 
spectrum. World affairs have never had 
such relevance in our society and to our Fr 
Francis Collection. Things are constantly on 

the move, and we have to follow them. 

What I think is amazing about the collection of 
autographs that St. Columb’s has is the fact that the 
men and women in the collection were once prominent 
politicians who were very powerful people in their 
country and indeed the world. They passed or signed 
laws or signed policy documents that affected the 
lives of their people for the good or for the bad; those 
signatures are also on photos in our school. 

One of the reasons why I became involved in the Fr 
Francis Collection is because I feel that I can relate to Fr 
Francis in that I also collect autographs from celebrities. 
In 2009, I started my collection with a Morgan Freeman 
autograph. I cannot describe the feeling of excitement 
when you open the letter to see what’s inside. Since 
then I have greatly expanded my collection which now 
contains over 45 signed photos! I have the autographs 
of lots of famous politicians such as George W Bush, 
Bill Clinton, Jimmy Carter and Angela Merkel as well as 
actors and actresses such as Charlie Sheen, Samuel 
L Jackson, John Travolta, Ben Stiller and Jackie Chan 
to name but a few. I have been inspired by Fr Francis 
to expand my collection with a lot more celebrities and 
in his name and memory I am finding addresses and 
writing letters to expand the already magnificent Fr 
Francis Collection. 

Dean O’ Driscoll 
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During the course of the year the Student Council 
undertook a review of teaching and learning in the 
school in conjuntion with Curriculum Vice-Principal, 
Mr Thomas Bradley.  Indeed, the Student Council has 
worked closely with Senior Management over the past 
few years evaluating different aspects of the previous 
School Development Plan and helping to develop a new 
one. Pupils gave their input on what they felt the school’s 
areas of strength were as well as what the school 
needed to develop before a new Plan was put in place. 
They also completed a questionnaire, which focused on 
three main areas of school:
(i) What activities engage/stimulate pupils most in the 

classroom with a particular focus on individual, pair 
and group work, whole class discussions, written 
and ICT tasks.

(ii) The curriculum we provide, including whether or 
not pupils think it is relevant and useful, Connected 
Learning Projects, Drama, Careers Education, 
STEM areas (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics) as well as Home Economics.  

(iii) Pastoral Care, including the timetabled Form Period, 
the Pastoral Programme, Year Group Assembly, 
relationships between staff and pupils, counselling 
provision, Learning Support, pupil behaviour, extra-
curricular activities and the prizegiving system.

Student Council members answered 43 questions in 
total and the results were analysed in great detail by 
Senior Management. Overall, the feedback from the vast 
majority of pupils was very positive, indicating that most 
of our boys are very happy in the school.

Building on this tremendous work, in late November 
2011, the Student Council met to discuss the 
advantages and disadvantages of Linear and Unitised 
assessment. They expressed their thoughts on whether 
or not they felt certain groups such as boys compared 
with girls, people with a disability compared with those 

Student Council Reviews Teaching 
and Learning in St. Columb’s

without a disability and those from a different racial 
group, might be affected if all pupils have to take their 
exams at the end of two years. 

The boys also voiced their opinions on which 
examination route they believed worked best and 
why, which proved most lively and productive indeed. 
It was impossible not to be impressed by the sharp, 
young minds on show, with most pupils raising many 
thought-provoking points on why they favour Unitised 
assessment. They argued that this route gives them 
a greater focus on their studies throughout the entire 
two years of their courses rather than just before their 
exams at the end of the second year. However, several 
pupils also put forward strong opinions favouring Linear 
assessment, claiming that some teachers now focus 
too much of their time on assessment rather than on 
teaching the course. Others felt that taking assessment 
in parts doesn’t allow them to get a feel for the 
wholeness of their subjects whilst several argued that 
there are too many opportunities to re-sit examinations, 
making some pupils think that their grades don’t mean 
much (as they can take the exam several times until they 
get the best mark possible). Another interesting point 
raised was that younger students are going in for exams 
that they may not be ready for.

Opinion was more divided amongst pupils on whether 
or not it is a good idea to give extra marks for accurate 
spelling, punctuation and grammar in particular subjects 
such as English Literature, Geography, History and 
Religious Studies. Students debated whether or not 
this may affect people with a disability compared with 
those without a disability or people whose first language 
isn’t English. Following this fruitful discussion, pupils 
completed an on-line questionnaire on proposed 
changes to GCSEs before submitting it to the 
Department of Education.

Mr Ryan Horner
Development Officer for Student Voice

Members of the SRC discuss Teaching and Learning with Mr T Bradley SRC members complete the DENI Consultation
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Bar Mock Trial Competition

St. Columb’s College participated for 
the first time this year in the Bar Mock 
Trial Competition organized by the 
Citizenship Foundation. The regional 
finals, involving 16 teams from across 
Northern Ireland, were held in Belfast 
on Saturday 19th November at the 
Royal Courts of Justice.

The College team had spent the 
half-term prior to the competition in 
preparation and had been assisted in 
doing so by barrister, Mr Paul Foster 
and by Mr John Johnston, Head of 
Sixth Form.

The idea of the competition is to give 
an opportunity for aspiring barristers to act as advocates 
in a mock trial where there are witnesses, a jury and a real 
judge presiding. The College was pitted in League 3 with 
Our Lady and St. Patrick’s, Knock, Aquinas Grammar and 
Limavady Grammar. This was, by all accounts, a tough 
League with a number of teams that had won the regional 
heat in the past.

The College team consisted of:

Fergal McCormack - Advocate
Dermond Rooney - Advocate
Oisin Meenan - Advocate
Niall O’Kane - Advocate
Hugh Quigley - Witness
David Brown - Witness
John Donnelly - Witness
Patrick Mulholland - Witness
Eoghan Duffy - Court Usher
Michael Beales - Court Clerk

Ciaran Brown, Callum Weir, Ray Cunningham, Michael 
Moore and Eamon Logue played the role of jurors for the 
other participating teams.

Mr Michael Doherty, Oisin Meenan, Fergal McCormack,
Niall O’Kane, Dermond Rooney, Mr Paul Foster

The pupils acquitted themselves extremely well during the 
day and enjoyed the cut and thrust of examination in chief 
and cross examination. Oisin and Niall acted as defence 
counsel on two occasions and the jury returned verdicts 
of ‘Not Guilty’ on both.  Fergal and Dermond were also 
successful in their prosecution with the jury returning a 
verdict of ‘Guilty’. However, the judges had the job of 
scoring the performances and the College team, while 
impressing the them with their arguments and insight, just 
lost out to the more polished performance of Our Lady 
and St. Patrick’s, Knock. All of the pupils had a great 
experience and were complemented on their individual 
performances as advocates or witnesses.

Special mention should go to Mr John Johnston and 
Mr Paul Foster who gave very generously of their time 
and expertise in the preparation of the team over the 
ten week period prior to the competition. We were also 
fortunate to have the support on the day of Mr Michael 
Doherty, a past pupil of the College, who finishes his 
pupilage in March 2012.

Oisin Meenan and Fergal McCormack
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Comenius Project: 
8th - 15th November 2011: Berlin

In Summer 2011, St. Columb’s 
College was awarded EU ‘Comenius’ 
funding to support a project on the 
theme ‘Towards Sustainability’. Our 
project partners are students from 
Emmy-Noether Oberschule in Berlin 
and Hyvinkää Sveitsi Upper School in 
Finland. 

The first lap of the project took place 
from the 8th to the 15th of November 
2011, with ten Year 13 students visiting 
Berlin, accompanied by Ms Marion 
Lübbeke and Miss Honor Sisk. They 
flew from Dublin directly to Berlin and 
stayed in host families for the duration 
of the week. Activities included seeing 
historic and famous landmarks and 
monuments, such as the Brandenburg 
Gate, an ancient underground nuclear 
bunker, Madame Toussaud’s wax-work 
museum and many historic German 
districts. The team also carried out 
some work on the topic ‘Towards 
Sustainability’ and visited some sights 
in and around the city, including a 
highly sustainable office building and 
many sustainable living quarters. As 
well as working on the topic, the pupils 
got a real taste of what it’s like to live 
as a Berlin teenager. Independence 
was very much encouraged, with 
pupils travelling to school with their 
partners each day by various means 
of transport, including trains, trams and underground metro. All in all, the experience was enjoyed by everyone, in both 
an educational and social manner, as new ways of life were experienced and new connections and friendships were 
created. The team are eagerly awaiting the return of their German partners to Derry in May 2012!

Ms Marion Lübbeke
Co-ordinator of the European and Global Dimension

The team with Ms M Lübbeke, Miss H Sisk and their German partners 
at the Brandenburg Gate.
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Peer Mentoring was introduced in 2010 by 
the College Child Protection Offi cers Mrs 
Marie-Louise O’Kane and Mrs Ann-Louise 
Kirby. Through the scheme, older students 
in St. Columb’s were given the opportunity 
of interacting with Year 8 pupils on a peer-
to-peer basis. Year 8 pupils who found the 
‘transition year’ diffi cult to cope with were 
given someone to talk to when the issue 
wasn’t perhaps quite as serious as bullying 
but was still a cause of anxiety to the pupil. 

The Peer Mentors of my own year group 
applied last year and underwent interviews before being 
accepted onto a two-day training course just before 
the start of the summer holidays. Our fi rst contact with 
students occurred the next month as Peer Mentors 
assisted in the annual ‘Summer Camp’ that is run by St. 
Columb’s, organising teams for sport events such as 
football and tennis. In addition we were given groups of 
pupils and led them to their various classes where they 
were given a taste of subjects such as Art, Technology 
and Design and Science. Even for those students who 
arrived without companions from primary school, the 
awkwardness soon faded and by the second or third 
session they knew their group. Hopefully, this made 
the dreaded fi rst day of school seem a less ominous 
experience. 

As for the Peer Mentors, at the beginning of the school 
year, we were given a Form Class that we were to visit 
every fortnight during their Form Period. Since then 
we’ve discussed multiple topics including an introduction 
to Peer Mentoring and Anti-Bullying Week with each 
individual Peer Mentor group planning different activities 
for each event.  We had a How To Study session which 
(as exciting as it sounds) actually avoids the panic of 
‘cramming’ by teaching pupils to revise less per day, 
but over a longer period of time. The importance of 
the event was not so much in ensuring good Year 8 
Christmas exams results but that the skills Peer Mentors 
pass on are used to establish future GCSE, AS and A2-
level passes. 

Peer Mentors have participated with Year 8s in various 
activities throughout the year outside of the Form 
Class. The Careers Department organised a three-
hour workshop for all the Year 8s in which teams were 
chosen and a ‘materials offi cer’ assigned (whose job it 
was to collect paper, pens and highlighters needed for 
the up-coming competition). The Peer Mentors judged 
the competition in which different themes were explored 
such as littering, bullying and future jobs. 

The Listening Room defi nes most clearly what the 
essential role of the Peer Mentor is. In various periods 

Peer Mentoring

throughout the week (known to Year 8), 
the room closest to the Lecture Theatre 
is open. Inside you will fi nd two or three 
Peer Mentors whose only job is to sit, chat 
and listen. Unless the matter is serious 
they will not tell the Form Tutors involved 
although the necessity of doing so in a 
serious matter has been made clear to all 
Year 8 pupils. Peer Mentors aren’t qualifi ed 
counsellors, however, sometimes things 
that seem inconsequential can bring us 
down. Peer Mentors have also experienced 

these things and are sympathetic to our Year 
8 pupils.

Peer Mentoring has been very busy since it started, 
with all Year 8 Form Classes getting to know their Peer 
Mentors. For the Peer Mentors it has provided a valuable 
role of responsibility. The Year 8 pupils feel that they can 
ask questions of their Peer Mentors, tell them about 
their anxieties and be guaranteed to get a sympathetic 
ear. In the coming months, the increase in activities and 
class visits are designed to ensure that pupils leave Year 
8 thinking positively, one step closer to becoming Peer 
Mentors themselves. 

Briain Doohan

CASHBACK
IT REALLY 

PAYS TO BUY
A HONDA

With an unrivalled reputati on for quality, 
innovati on and reliability, a Honda has 
always been the lawnmower of choice.

Now with up to £100 cashback, we’ve 
made your choice easier than ever.  Get 
a great deal more this spring, only from 
Honda.

D A Forgie
16 Seacoast Road, Limavady BT49 9DW

Tel. (028) 777 22375
Web. www.forgie.com
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On Wednesday 10th October 2011, members of St Columb’s 
College Sixth Form gathered with pupils from other schools 
across the town  to join in the fun and get behind the ‘big push’ 
as the local branch of Action Mental Health hosted a local event 
for World Mental Health Day in Foyleside Shopping Centre.

Christopher Cregan (Year 14) stated that he found the whole 
experience overall to be profitable as it assisted in the highlighting 
of serious issues which can affect young people.  He also said, ‘It 
also made us aware of mental health issues so that we can target 
them as Peer Mentors.  The game in my opinion was fun and I 
believe that it would make an excellent activity for the pupils in the 
school so that they will be able to recognise these issues.’

AMH New Horizons Foyle continues to push the vision of a world 
where mental health is a priority for all people.  AMH aims to 
assist people who have experience of mental ill health to lead 
independent and productive lives.
T 028 71373502   E mharkin@amh.org.uk

Great Push for Mental Health

……with the Mayor.

Christopher Cregan, Sean 
McLaughlin and Tony O’Kane,  
members of the Peer Mentor 
Group in St. Columb’s College 
who attended the launch.

➢
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St. Columb’s hosted the North West 
Heat of the Historical Association’s 
Great Debate on November 16th 
2011. The winner was College student 
Patrick Mulholland. The participants 
had to deliver a speech on the topic 
‘Why does history matter to you?’ 
before taking questions from the 
judging panel  (Dr Leonie Murray 
and Dr Emmet O’Connor, University 
of Ulster). This is Patrick’s winning 
speech.

The Imperativeness 
of History 
The origin of the word ‘history’ can be derived from the 
Ancient Greek word ‘historia’ which roughly translates 
to ‘an inquiry’ in English. It is ingrained within the 
very nature of humanity to seek answers. Through 
Epistemology, philosophers such as Socrates, Plato and 
Confucius have endeavoured to define the essence of 
being and interpret that which surrounds us. 

It is my ardently held belief that history is the 
quintessential tool for discovering our identity. History 
bestows upon us a sense of heritage, a sense of 
belonging and perhaps most importantly, a sense 
of responsibility to ourselves and indeed to others. 
As the colossal figure of Western Philosophy and 
foremost exponent of German Idealism, Georg Wilhelm 
Friedrich Hegel once stated, ‘The history of the world 
is none other than the progress of the consciousness 
of freedom.’ This is a recurring feature throughout the 
history of philosophy for the Temple of Apollo at Delphi 
had the aphorism; ‘Know thyself’ engraved upon a 
slab of marble above its entrance. Through a thorough 
understanding of history we also acquire and nurture the 
Cardinal Virtues of prudence, justice, temperance and 
fortitude. Personally, I regard these values, as illustrated 
by Thomas Aquinas in his opus magnus, ‘Summa 
Theologica’, as being at the crux of human decency.

Thus, for these reasons, I not only advocate that history 
bears cultural significance to this modern epoch, but 
also deem it to be an invaluable 
resource for crafting and refining 
society. For what is the purpose of 
history if not to shape the future?

The Historical Association Great Debate

We must hold the truths we glean from history to be 
evident in our own lives; especially in this world of 
strife, decadence and adversity. Just as Alexander the 
Great, a student of Aristotle, was inspired to obliterate 
King Darius III’s Persian Empire, by Homer’s account 
of Agamemnon’s besiegement of Troy; we too must 
look into the past to determine the course of the future. 
All this is necessary to surmount the predicaments 
we currently find ourselves in and transcend the inept 
tendencies we are inclined towards. In the wise words of 
Santayana, ‘Those who cannot remember the past are 
condemned to repeat it.’

Furthermore, I consider the history of a particular era 
to be intertwined with its literature and culture. To my 
grave disappointment, the teaching of history nowadays 
has become contrived and laborious. Like Jason and 
the Argonauts’ quest for the Golden Fleece, history 
should be an intrepid voyage into the annals of time. 
However, for too many people it has become an arid 
and monotonous lesson that does not establish a 
connection beyond the four walls of the classroom. 
Too much emphasis is placed on exam results and 
history has become a contest to see who can retain 
arbitrary quantities of information and statistics. For 
me, history is something much more sentimental.  The 
lyrical amaranthine poetry of Virgil and Ovid captivates 
the heart and stirs overwhelming emotion. The insightful 
tragedies of Euripides and comedies of Aristophanes 
compel us to remain forever enchanted by our wonderful 
world.  The vividly detailed writings of Cicero, Tacitus, 
Plutarch, Sima Qian and Ibn Khaldun, transport us 
centuries into the past so that we may appreciate 
and envisage the ambiance of a particular place at a 
particular time. Ovid draws our attention to how time 
mars the Earth in Metamorphoses when he declares, 
‘Time, the devourer of things’, (Tempus edax rerum). 

History is the guardian of humanity. It defies the assaults 
of time so that concepts and memoirs of intelligent 
individuals do not crumble into the abyss of ignorance. 

As a result of pivotal moments in history we find 
ourselves amid our current set of circumstances. It 
has taken approximately 50,000 years for human 
development to its present state. Each event in history 
has played a tremendous role in paving the path to the 
future. Crucial legislation such as the ‘Magna Carta’ 
issued in 1215, the Continental Congress’s ‘United 
States’ Declaration of Independence’ on the 4th July 
1776 and The Marquis de La Fayette’s ‘La Déclaration 

des droits de l’Homme et du 
Citoyen’ announced on the 26th 
August 1789, are but a few 
examples of human progress. 

Like Jason and the Argonauts’ quest for 
the Golden Fleece, history should be an 
intrepid voyage into the annals of time.

For what is the purpose of history
if not to shape the future?
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The recognition of rights conveyed in these 
documents demonstrates the desire of 
men to live in harmony and universal 
fraternity. The impassioned words 
of Thomas Jefferson in the ‘United 
States Declaration of Independence’ 
articulates this most effectively; ‘We 
hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and 
the pursuit of Happiness.’ Similarly, 
Article II of ‘La Déclaration des droits 
de l’Homme et du Citoyen’ clearly states 
‘The aim of all political association is the 
preservation of the natural and imprescriptible 
rights of man. These rights are liberty, property, security, 
and resistance to oppression.’ In addition to this, 
reforms such as the Thirteenth Amendment to the 
United States Constitution, adopted on the 6th 
December 1865, prohibiting slavery, have had a drastic 
impact on modern society. Moreover, as you may 
already be aware, the yearning for the abolition of slavery 
was a key factor that led to the American Civil War, 
lasting from 1861 until 1865. I remember reading in 
Plutarch’s ‘The Rise and Fall of Athens’ that when Solon, 
one of the Seven Sages of Greece, was quizzed about 
which city was best governed, he responded by saying, 
‘The city where those who have not been wronged show 
themselves just as ready to punish the offender as those 
who have been.’ Personally, I feel this should be the 
mutual objective of all people; from all backgrounds and 
cultures. Only upon the premise of unity can we lay the 
foundations for a just and sustainable society.

None of these magnanimous accomplishments could 
ever have been achieved if their authors had not referred 
to historical sources and sages of bygone eras. For 
instance, the Enlightenment Movement was deeply 
influenced by Antiquity, particularly Classical Greece, 
in that it sought to apply the principles established by 
ancient philosophers to 18th Century society. 

History opens up a Pandora’s Box of wonders that 
completely changes the way we perceive the world 
around us. Few other things can conjure up such 
awe and intrigue than history does. Whether it be the 
herculean triumph of  Miltiades’ Athenians at Marathon in 
490BC or the wrath of the revered ‘Scourge of God’ at 
the Battle of the Catalaunian Fields in AD454; as Attila’s 
hordes drove the West Roman Empire to the brink of its 
demise or how the corpse of The Reconquista hero, El 
Cid,  was propped upon his horse to spur the morale of 
his unsuspecting soldiers during the Siege of Valencia or 
how the Parisian peasantry stormed the Bastille in Paris 
on the morning of the 14th July 1789, heralding the 
dawn of the French Revolution; these moments will live 
for an eternity in the perpetual lines of history. Nothing in 
this world is insignificant. Everything has a role to play. 

I adamantly believe this is best expressed 
through my favourite Biblical quotation, 

found in Ecclesiastes 3:1, ‘To everything 
there is a season, and a time to every 

purpose under heaven.’

Allusions to both history and 
mythology are prevalent in various 
aspects of modern day society 
from architecture, to currency, 
to emblems and to names of 
organisations. Some examples 

include the Washington Monument 
which replicates the obelisks of Ancient 

Egypt, Trafalgar Square in London which 
commemorates Admiral Horatio Nelson 

and the many administrative and judicial 
buildings that imitate Doric, Ionic or Corinthian Greek 
architecture. The influence of Greek Antiquity can be 
found throughout the city of Paris in landmarks such 
as Les Champs-Élysées, which is named after Elysium 
in the Underworld and La Montparnasse, which is 
named after Mount Parnassus in Boeotia, Greece, 
where poets came to seek inspiration. It is evident from 
these geographical names that we continue to try and 
emulate the successes of other civilisations and peoples 
throughout history. By maintaining a connection to the 
past we develop a sense of who we are, where we are 
from and what we aspire to become.

To summarise, I think that history should be cherished. 
Imperative developments in every aspect of our lives 
would not have came into being had history not served 
as a catalyst for the communication of information and 
as a source of inspiration for thousands of generations of 
innovative minds. Subsequently, I believe it is a deplorable 
tragedy that one should subject himself only to the 
concerns of his own era and resign his conscience to the 
conventions of the society he currently finds himself in. 
Often, occurrences in history have been used as a motive 
to instigate war and induce bitterness. In spite of this, I 
believe history is the very solution to these discrepancies. 
For true comprehension of history does not incite or 
prolong conflict. True comprehension of history awakens 
and implores the angels of our better nature to rectify the 
wrongs of this world. How can we expect to have the 
Midas touch when it comes to creating a utopia without 
learning from the mistakes of our predecessors? 

In conclusion, if I were to have a mantra to construe the 
aim of history in brief terms it would be something to the 
effect of ‘Study the past if you would define the future’, 
as once said by Confucius.  I like to think of history as 
a catalogue of humanity’s triumphs and simultaneously, 
the recorded passing of the hatred and suspicion of 
men. History is relentless; it never ceases.  For even 
today, right now as I speak to you, you and I are writing 
history with every thought, every motion and every 
breath. 

History opens up a Pandora’s Box of
wonders that completely changes the 
way we perceive the world around us.

Study the past if you would define 
the future (Confucius)
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Mrs Patrice 
McConnell
Head of Irish and Co-
ordinator of Modern 
Languages

• What sparked your 
passion for Irish?

 That’s a fairly easy 
question for me and the 
answer is my teacher. Miss 
Susan Donnelly was her name and she was great. 
She was very enthusiastic and energetic and brought 
this into the classroom. At times we thought she was 
as mad as a March hare but what she was trying 
to teach us stuck. On top of that, I went to Coláiste 
Mhachaire Rabhartaigh in the Donegal Gaeltacht as 
often as I could which, of course, helped.

• Where do you think the world of Modern Foreign 
Languages can take the pupils of St. Columb’s? 

 If you can speak another language you can travel 
the world using it.  The skills that you develop in 
the Language classroom are invaluable when it 
comes to looking for a job. Employers want people 
who are able to present themselves well, who can 
communicate with others and who are creative in the 
way they approach their work; learning a language 
can contribute to the development of these skills. 
Learning your own language not only gives you a 
sense of identity and a greater insight into your own 
culture but due to the increase of Irish Language 
organisations and Gaelscoileanna it means that there 
is a whole new, growing employment sector for you 
to look to in the future.

• How do you think the interest for MFL has 
changed over the years?

 The traditional languages taught in schools are 
up against tough competition from Applied and 
Vocational courses when it comes to exam choices 
but at the Junior School, new students still love 
learning a new language and enjoy the fun element 
of it. Here in St. Columb’s we now offer Mandarin 
Chinese and Russian as extra-curricular options and 
these are growing in popularity; they may been seen 
as the ‘Languages of the Future’ and students, of 
course, are excited about the prospect of trips to 
these countries.

• How has becoming qualified in a language 
helped benefit your career?

 Having a qualification in Irish has led me to St. 
Columb’s College and I can truly say I love my job. 
I don’t know if I would have been as lucky in my 
career if I had gone down a different route!

• What are the best experiences that learning a 
language have provided you with?

 Again visits to the Gaeltacht every year since Year 

Interviews with Heads of Languages

9, great memories of my days in the Irish room in 
Strabane Convent Grammar, four great years in 
Queen’s and now, of course, the pleasure of working 
with the College boys, hoping they have similar 
experiences to mine and fond memories of Room 10.

Dr Suzanne 
Funnell
Head of French

• What sparked your 
passion for French 
when you were studying 
it at school?

 French was my favourite 
subject from day one!  
The language sounded beautifully melodious to me 
and I loved speaking it.  At the end of Year 8 I went on 
a family holiday to Royan in the west of France.  I used 
some of the French I had learned that year at school 
and because French people I met understood me I 
was very eager to learn more of the language!  

• Where do you think the world of Modern Foreign 
Languages can take the pupils of St. Columb’s 
College?

 Anywhere!  Learning a language means pupils 
can, in the future, live or work in a country where 
the language is spoken, but if they prefer to stay in 
Ireland learning a language is also beneficial.  By 
doing so, pupils gain a better understanding of 
English and learn about other cultures and traditions.  
Language-learning broadens the mind and plays 
an instrumental role in developing pupils’ tolerance, 
respect and inter-personal skills. 

• How do you think the interest for MFLs has 
changed over the years?

 When I was at school (in the last millennium!) the 
curriculum was much narrower; there wasn’t the 
wealth of subjects there is now.  Throughout my 
teaching career languages have always promoted 
active learning and digital technology has enhanced 
pupil experiences in the classroom, so pupils who 
are interested in languages generally enjoy studying 
them - even the grammar!   

• How has becoming qualified in a language 
helped benefit your career? 

 I wanted to become a teacher from a very young 
age.  Being able to teach a subject I am passionate 
about is an added bonus.  I feel very lucky to have 
been able to follow my chosen career path.

• What are the best experiences that learning a 
language has provided you with?

 My A-level in French took me to university in London 
and then on to Paris; they are still my favourite cities.  
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Learning a language and travelling as a result gave 
me independence and enabled me to meet lots of 
interesting people of all nationalities.

Ms Marion 
Lübekke
Head of German

• What sparked up your 
passion for German 
when you were 
studying it at school?

 I was born and grew up 
in Hannover.  I enjoyed 
learning English and 
French, because I enjoyed the new sounds and 
meanings.  As my knowledge of foreign languages 
increased, I realised that I could actually communicate 
in that language, and I felt that was really exciting.  

• Where do you think the world of Modern Foreign 
Languages can take the pupils of St. Columb’s 
College?

 Languages open doors – students do not need to 
speak fluently or perfectly.  Just knowing GCSE-level 
language can give students the basic knowledge and 
skills to travel, study and work in a foreign country. 
Having studied one language can help you learn 
another language more easily – if you know German, 
Dutch and the Scandinavian languages are related.  
Even in Russian, there are similarities in grammar.  
If you know French or Spanish, learning Italian is 
easy.  Many former students of St. Columb’s College 
have spent some time studying and/or working in 
Germany.  However, languages not only help you in 
communicating with other people, they also open the 
door to a different culture, a different way of life.

• How do you think the interest for MFLs has 
changed over the years?

 Although people in the English-speaking world 
accept that languages are important, many are no 
longer willing to invest the time and effort to learn 
a foreign language well.  They think that everybody 
speaks English or should speak English.  Although 
many people do speak English, there are many 
more who do not.  In other countries, languages are 
considered to be a core subject alongside Maths, 
Science, and their own language.  English is not 
always the first foreign language in other countries.

• How has becoming qualified in a language 
helped benefit your career?

 I have become a teacher of languages! I have moved 
to a country, which was once a foreign country to 
me, and found a job here.  I am sometimes asked to 
translate for people or to give private lessons.  There 
are many jobs in the tourist industry, which require 
language skills, and also in industry in general.  
Although the ‘small’ jobs are not very well paid, it is 
possible to work your way up if you are good at your 
job. 

• What are the best experiences that learning a 
language has provided you with?

 I have found that people are friendlier towards 
you if you make at least an attempt to speak their 
language.  I have travelled a bit, and I always 
found it exciting to explore other new languages.  
Languages are about life, and about people, they 
change all the time, they adapt and develop, I find 
that exciting.  Having settled in a country where my 
foreign language is spoken has been a life-changing 
experience for me! One of my best experiences is, 
when my pupils learn to speak the language which I 
taught them.  I love it when pupils enjoy the language 
and when they are making progress.

Mrs Sarah 
Caughey
Head of Spanish

• What sparked up your 
passion for Spanish 
when you were 
studying it at school?

 I had a great group of 
teachers who definitely 
left a lasting impression 
on me. I felt I was strong at languages in general and 
found the activities we did in class less challenging 
than other subjects. I also liked the active aspect of 
the classroom activities and found it more engaging 
than just ‘using the textbook’.

• Where do you think the world of Modern Foreign 
Languages can take the pupils of St. Columb’s 
College?

 I believe languages can expand the variety of jobs 
available to our pupils.  Many of our past pupils who 
studied languages have ended up in very prestigious 
jobs such as International Banks, European Embassies 
and large worldwide companies which require the 
knowledge of a language. I also think the fact of 
having studied a language adds a uniqueness to a CV 
or job interview. It broadens the spectrum of jobs that 
you can apply for. In short, languages can take our 
pupils far in the world of work, leisure and travel.

• How do you think the interest for MFLs has 
changed over the years?

 The interest, I believe, is still there but due to a larger 
number of subjects now offered to students in the 
curriculum, pupils sometimes leave behind the more 
traditional subjects, which is a pity. I think the way in 
which languages are taught has changed drastically 
and with the ICT packages and resources used to 
deliver the subject I don’t know how pupils could 
not enjoy them!  When I was at school I remember in 
some cases just copying sections out of a grammar 
book and learning them off! 

• How has becoming qualified in a language 
helped benefit your career? 

 Before I became a teacher I worked in the IT 
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sector as a Multilingual Support Technician for a 
software company. As I was a linguist my salary was 
considerably larger than others who did not speak 
a foreign language. Studying languages at university 
meant that I had a year out in Spain and France, 
which were great experiences and talking points at 
job interviews. It has also given me many contacts 
in France and Spain which can help to organise 
exchanges and visits to the country. As well as that 
it has also boosted my confidence and improved my 
communication skills.

• What are the best experiences that learning a 
language have provided you with?

 I should really say working here in St. Columb’s, 
shouldn’t I?!  On a more serious note, some of the 
best experiences of my life have been down to my 
language studies e.g. my year abroad, meeting 
people of my own age through the ERASMUS 
Programme, learning a valuable skill. The idea of 
being able to travel to the target language country 
and have a conversation, order meals, read signs 
etc. can be extremely rewarding also. I once had 
to translate a legal document for a friend of a friend 
who had had his belongings stolen from his hotel 
room in Spain. He was so grateful that he gave me 
a voucher for a meal out; so in other words, it has its 
perks!

Interviews with Jason Hayes

Modern Foreign Languages 

The Modern Foreign Languages Department 
of St. Columb’s College is led by Mrs Patrice 
McConnell (Coordinator of Modern Languages/
Head of Irish), who is assisted by Mrs Sarah 
Caughey (Head of Spanish), Dr Suzanne Funnell 
(Head of French) and Ms Marion Lübbeke 
(Head of German). Over the years, exam 
results in Languages have been consistently 
above average, with each of the four languages 
(Spanish, French, Irish and German) being 
able to be studied for GCSE and indeed, to 
A-level. Furthermore, there is the opportunity 
for pupils to study classes in Mandarin Chinese 
with the Chinese language assistant as well as Russian 
and Polish. Each year, our school is fortunate enough 
to have active participation and assistance from a native 
speaker of each language, who stays in St. Columb’s 
for the duration of the academic year and mainly assists 
the senior exam pupils, who are preparing for oral 
examinations. 

This academic year (2011-2012) we are happy to have 
the assistance of:
• Spanish - Miss Carmen Sánchez Hernández 
   Mrs Laura Pozo-Rodriguez 
• French - Miss Sophie Winkle
• Irish - Mr Gearalt Ó Mianáin
• German - Mr Rudi Schwittay
• Chinese - Miss Wang Pingping
• Polish and Russian  -  Mrs Ewelina O’Donnell

Life as a Language Student:
I started off at St. Columb’s not haven previously studied 
languages. In Year 8, I decided to study Spanish and 
French, as I thought they sounded like interesting 
subjects and I thought that they could be useful to me, 
as I went on holiday to Spain every year with my family. 
I was taught by Mrs Sarah Caughey for Spanish and Mr 
Kevin Kearney for French in KS3, both of whom I have 
a lot of respect and admiration for, as they sparked 
my passion for languages and showed me just how 
interesting being able to speak in other tongues can be. I 
found my languages challenging at the beginning. It was 
a whole new level of learning that I had not previously 
experienced, unlike my other subjects which I had 
studied at primary school. I loved them from the moment 
I stepped through the door. 

By the end of Year 10, I was determined to continue 
my language studies onto GCSE, where I was taught 
by Mr Brendan O’Donnell for French and Mrs Sinéad 
McGonigle for Spanish. For me, the jump from KS3 to 
GCSE wasn’t a very large one. I settled in with relative 
ease and found myself comfortable with my new 
teachers and the new ways in which I was learning the 
languages. Although speaking examinations seemed 
daunting, I felt that I coped well under the intense 
pressure that you feel in the five or six minutes that 
you’re sitting in the room alone with your teacher. I was 
thankful that my orals were conducted by my class 
teachers, as they both knew what my strengths were 
and my passion for my languages, and as such, they 
pushed me to my limits! I found studying Spanish and 
French for GCSE was a pleasure and it really opened 

my eyes to the world around me. I achieved an A* 
grade in both Spanish and French, which I 
would not have achieved without the excellent 
teaching and wealth of experience of all of 
my teachers, for which I would like to say a 
big thank you. Currently, I am in Year 13 and 
I am studying A-level Spanish with Mrs Sarah 
Caughey, again! So far, I love the challenges 
that AS-level presents. Studying Spanish at 
A-level is on much more of a social level, in 
comparison to GCSE. 

We study issues in the world around us and 
about the ‘ins and outs’ of the Spanish lifestyle, 

in comparison to studying topics such as Healthy 
Living at GCSE. It is my intention to study Spanish and 
International Business at university, but if it had not been 
for the passion of the teachers that have taught me over 
the years, I think my choice of career path would be 
much different! In short, the Modern Foreign Language 
teachers at St. Columb’s are on top of their game. Take 
it from someone who’s been through the examinations 
(and is continuing to go through them) – languages open 
a whole world of opportunities and career options; use 
this to your advantage to give yourself uniqueness, a 
boost in confidence and transferable skills for the world 
of work!

Jason Hayes
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Earlier this year, pupils from St. Columb’s College 
participated in the 2011 FIRST® Lego League. The Lego 
League is an exciting and innovative STEM challenge for 
teams of young people to encourage an interest in real 
world issues and develop key skills that are crucial for 
their future careers.

The challenge encourages a cross curricular approach 
using Programming and Control, Design and 
Technology, Mathematics, Research, Presentation Skills, 
Strategic Thinking and Teamwork to achieve the aims of 
the challenge.

St. Columb’s is no stranger to the Lego League, having 
participated in the competition every year since 2007. 
The University of Ulster has sponsored us since the 
beginning. In the process, we have won the trophy for 
having the best programmed robot in the 2009 Lego 
League. Last year, we just missed out on the ‘Best 
Presentation’ prize by 0.08 of a point! 

This year, the title of the competition was ‘The Food 
Factor Challenge’.  The team had to explore the topic 
of food safety and examine the possible points of 
contamination in our food encounters – from exposure 
to insects and creatures, to unsterile processing and 
transportation, to unsanitary preparation and storage – 
then find ways to prevent or combat these issues.
Staying in after school every Tuesday from the start 
of the year, the team investigated the issues above. 
Another division of the team (pictured below) had to 
program a robot to complete certain tasks on the Lego 
League board.

The team was a cohesive unit and demonstrated that 
they can work together on separate tasks to achieve 
their goal. 

The Lego League Team pictured with Mrs Helen Foster, 
Mr Anthony McCourt and Dr Sandra Moffett

On Tuesday 29th November 2011, ten pupils from the 
team got to travel to W5 to compete in the competition. 
It is pleasing to report that the team won the Teamwork 
Award, which recognized that ‘the team was able to 

accomplish more together than they could as individuals 
through shared goals, strong communication, effective 
problem-solving and excellent time management’.

The Lego League team pictured with their Teamwork 
Trophy and Participator’s Medals

The team was supported in the challenge this year 
by Mrs H Foster, Mr A McCourt (members of the 
Computing and ICT Department) and Dr S Moffett 
from the School of Computing and Intelligent Systems, 
University of Ulster, Magee. 

Team member Callum O’Kane receiving his prize

The team who travelled to Belfast consisted of:
Mr A McCourt  Eoghan Kivlehan 11B 
Aodhan Foster 10B (Team Captain)  
Joseph Guthrie 8B Conor Lyons 8G
Conor Houston 8A Mark McCallion 10D
Mark Kelly 9G Niall McCallion 10C
Callum O’Kane 8B James McLaughlin 9D

Well done boys!

Aodhan Foster
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Why get involved in debating?

Patrick Mulholland writes…

Well the answer is pretty simple. Prior to embarking upon 
my A-levels I gave a great deal of thought into what career 
I wanted to pursue. After months of contemplating various 
career paths I arrived upon a definitive conclusion – Law. 
The only problem was I had absolutely no idea of how to 
prepare myself. I had heard about the Debating Club in the 
past but had automatically dismissed it as being ‘boring’. 
However, I couldn’t have been more wrong! In September, 
after seeing details posted up on a notice board, I decided 
it was worth looking into. Immediately after attending the 
first meeting I realised there were countless opportunities 
for students to enter competitions confronting legitimate 
concerns facing society today. It was then I truly became 
immersed in debating. 

The CIPFA debate between ‘Northern Ireland Schools and 
Public Sector Leaders’ with the proposition; ‘Student Fees 
should be paid for the Taxpayer and not by the Student’ 
was particularly appealing to me for many reasons. Firstly, 
I relished the chance to stand at a podium opposite leading 
members of the public sector, vying for the support of the 
floor. In addition to this, I recognised that the debate was 
an incredible opportunity to assess my public speaking 
abilities and learn how to develop some form of astute 
dexterity when answering questions on the spot. One 
of the requirements of entry into the competition was to 
work in pairs. Chris Dillon instantaneously sprang to mind 
because I invest considerable trust in his judgement, 
his flawless work ethic and his innate talent for finding 
pragmatic solutions.

As I expected, the debate was a rigorous affair in which, 
unfortunately, we did not prevail. However, I was satisfied 
with our performance given that we amassed a strong 
contingent of the vote; despite an abstention from a 
certain Mrs Smyth!

The Chartered Institute for Public Finance 
and Accountancy Debate

Mrs Jacqueline Smyth writes…

Every year, CIPFA (Chartered Institute of Public Finance 
and Accountancy) holds an essay competition for 
Northern Ireland students. This year, the honor of 
winning went went to St. Columb’s College. Written by 
Christopher Dillon and Patrick Mulholland, the essay was 
entitled ‘Student Fees should be paid for the Taxpayer 
and not by the Student’. Their essay was judged to 
be the best, a prestigious honour when you consider 
the competition and the range of schools that entered. 
The prize for winning the competition was a chance to 
debate against prominent members of the public sector, 
at a debate chaired by Lembit Opik, the former Liberal 
Democrat MP for Montgomeryshire. Joining Christopher 
and Patrick on the debating team were Caolan Duffy 
and Niall O’Kane, both members of the school Debating 
Society. Members of the Debating Society also went 
along to show their support, and Mrs Smyth, Head of the 
Society, accompanied them as well, providing some key 
advice at the eleventh hour.

After opening remarks by Lembit Opik and introductions 
from both teams, the debate got underway. From the get-
go, exchanges were fierce, with banter flowing from both 
sides. Audience questions were also unforgiving. However, 
the team held its own against formidable competition, 
which is commendable given the experience of their 
opponents. Informed opinions were swapped between 
both sides, and audience participation was strong. A few 
jokes were even proffered, especially by Lembit Opik. All 
in all, it was a great debate.

Sadly though, the valiant efforts of the team couldn’t 
sway the audience, and they narrowly lost. However, 
the opposing team offered them condolences, one even 
saying ‘I would have voted for you.’ Regardless of the 
loss, they had still won the competition, and so went 
home with a real sense of pride. Their debating skills will 
serve them well in the future. 

Mrs J Smyth, Caolan Duffy, Christopher Dillon, 
Mr Lembit Opik, Niall O’Kane, Patrick Mulholland

Back Row L-R: Patrick Mulholland, Christopher Dillon, Mr Lembit 
Opik, Niall O’Kane, Caolan Duffy Front Row L-R: Charlie Douglas, 
Kane McLaughlin, Corey McKeegan, Gavin Duffy, John Smith
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Staff News

Green Flag Success 
St. Columb’s College has reached a further milestone 
on the road to becoming a more sustainable school, by 
achieving its second Eco-Schools’ Green Flag.

The school was the first post-primary school in the 
WELB to achieve this prestigious international award 
in 2008, in recognition of its commitment to reduce its 
environmental impact.

This latest award acknowledges the outstanding 
progress the school has made in this area. The visiting 
assessors were especially impressed by the extent of 
pupil and staff involvement throughout the school. 

On the day of the assessment, members of the Eco 
Committee accompanied the assessors on a tour of 
the school and presented relevant documentation, 
including minutes from Eco meetings and other evidence 
of the school’s achievements. These included anti-litter 
awareness campaigns, recycling initiatives, paper and 
energy saving drives and whole school Walk and Bike to 
School events. The assessors also met the school’s Eco 
Monitors, who promote the school’s Eco-Code at class 
level.

The assessors were glowing in their praise of 
developments in the school at curriculum level. 
Education for Sustainable Development is addressed 
through a Connected Learning Cross-curricular 
Project on the theme of the environment, as well as in 
Environmental Awareness classes for Year 14 pupils 
and the provision of teaching resources for use by all 
staff. The assessors commented on the broad range of 
subjects included in the Connected Learning Project as 
a particular highlight. Miss Honor Sisk, the Co-ordinator 
of the Project, and two Year 10 pupils - Jamie Hutton 
and Oran Barr - demonstrated examples of pupil project 
work on the school’s Environment microsite, accessible 
from the school’s website. 

Another impressive achievement, highlighted by the 
assessors, was the school’s success in improving energy 
efficiency. Over the past three years, there has been a 

steady improvement in the school’s energy rating, which 
currently stands at 59. This compares very favourably 
with the benchmark rating of 100 for a public building of 
similar age, size and construction type. The assessors 
attributed this success to the rigorous monitoring and 
maintenance of the school’s energy systems as well as 
staff and pupil participation in energy saving initiatives.

Mrs Sinéad McGonigle, the school’s Environment 
Development Officer, expressed pride in the pupils on 
the Eco Committee who ‘have shown both creativity 
and commitment to this environmental project.’ She 
added that ‘this latest success will serve as tremendous 
motivation for us. We have ambitious objectives for 
the year ahead and we will continue to improve our 
school environment, for the benefit of the whole school 
community.’

The members of the Eco Team are: Mark McGinty, Year 8; 
Aaron Hagan, Year 9; Aodhan Foster, Year 10; Colum Ferry, 
Year 11; Conall O’Hare, Year 12, Declan Frith, Year 13.

Pictured  Mark McGinty, Year 8, Aaron Hagan, Year 
9, Aodhan Foster, Year 10, Colum Ferry, Year 11, 
Conall O’Hare, Year 12, Declan Frith, Year 13, and 
KS3 Eco Monitors with Mrs S McGonigle, Environment 
Development Officer, Miss H Sisk, Co-ordinator of the 
Environment Connected Learning Project, Ms F Hegarty, 
HR & Finance Manager and Mr T Bradley, Vice-Principal.

Mrs Sinéad McGonigle
Environment Development Officer
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Art and Design

The Department of Art and 
Design in St. Columb’s 
College is justifiably proud 
of the achievements of 
our pupils. The following 
pages are simply a taste 
of the talent that our pupils 
display in visual arts and 
a celebration of the hard 
work their teachers put in.
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KS3 : Year 8

Louis Kirk 8G ‘Red Dragon’ and 
Aaron Carlin 8G ‘Blue Dragon’

Reece Moore 8D 
‘My Identity’

Ruari O’Donnell 8K 
‘My Identity’

Tyrone Jones 8B
‘My Identity’
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KS3 : Year 9

Oran Barr 9B 
‘Pollution’

Kyle Gormely 9H 
‘Environment’

John Rabbett 9D 
‘Environment’

Eoghan Concannon 9F and Justin Crawley 9B joint 1st prize winners 
of ‘The Big Draw’
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KS3 : Year 10

Joseph Muldoon 10H 
‘Portrait’

Ruairi McShane 10A ‘Fantasy Head Studies’

Conor McNally 10K,
Callum McConnell 10K 

and Gavin McCafferty 10K
3D ‘Clay Heads’

Ronan McIvor 10B, John 
Bonner 10B, Jason McCauley 
10F, Sean McCafferty 10F 
‘African Heads’

➢

➢
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GCSE

Ryan Harkin 12G ‘Winter Landscape’ Watercolour Padraig Mulholland 12E ‘My World’ 
Acrylic on canvas

Padraig Mulholland 12E ‘Mask’ Mixed media Jamie Hegarty 12B ‘Under the Water’ Acrylic on canvas

Aaron Cregan 12B ‘Surveillance’ Acrylic on canvas
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Philip Coyle 12D ‘Change’ 
Watercolour

Andrew Browne 12B ‘Shoe Montage’
Acrylic on board

Declan Frith 12G ‘Fantasy’ Paint on board Odran Cummings 12A ‘Music’ Pencil on card

Diarmuid O’Kane 12C ‘Cubist Trees’ 
Watercolour

James Lynch 12A ‘Here Boy’ Coloured pencil on card

Johnathon McLaughlin 12G ‘Book 
Jacket and Display’ Mixed media
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AS

Ryan Lafferty 13C ‘Trapped’ 
Mixed media

Matthew McIvor 13B ‘Anguish’ Colouring pencils

Sean-Paul Doherty 13L ‘Scream’ Mixed media David Maguire 13H ‘Melting Pots’ Ceramic

Ethan Doherty 13E ‘Clowns’ Coloured pencil on board
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Daithi O’Mianain 13B ‘Grotesque’ Ceramic Adam McCourt 13B ‘Life’ Watercolour

Deaglan Carlin 13B ‘Fragmented Life’ 
Acrylic on board Eoghan Duffy 13F ‘Music’ Acrylic on canvas

Cormac O’Brien 13G ‘Cathedral’ Oil on canvas
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A2

Caolan Page (RIP) ‘Manimal’ Ceramic

Shay Durnin 14G ‘Hands’ Mixed media

Matthew McGilloway 14E 
‘The Seven Deadly Sins’ Acrylic on wood

Matthew McDowell 14D ‘Beauty of 
the Beast’ Acrylic on canvas

Rory Quigg 14E ‘Bruised’ Watercolour Ciaran McDaid 14D ‘Medusa and 
Cerberus’ Acrylic on canvas
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Ciaran McDaid 14D ‘Seashore’ Watercolour

Shaun Heaney 14A ‘Derelict’ Photography

David Devine 14G ‘Flower’ Acrylic on board

James Burns 14B ‘Portrait’ Acrylic on canvas

Cadan McLaughlin 14G ‘Rock Music’ Paint on wood
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Students who attained full marks in their 
GCSE Art and Design Examination and 
Joint 1st in Northern Ireland 2011

 Jamie Aaron Thomas Phillip
 Hegarty Cregan Nicell Coyle
 13B 13C 13K 13K

 Andrew Martin Patrick James
 Browne Tyre Mulholland Lynch
 13B 13D 13K 13A
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Early in the first term, Queen’s 
University School of Biological 
Sciences, in conjunction with 
the Biochemical Society, launched 
the competition, Bioscience Olympiad, 
with the aim of developing bioscience-oriented ‘academic 
thinking’ and a creative approach to problem solving.  
In order to make the selection for the second round, 
teams were chosen on the quality of the six essays they 
submitted. The topics chosen were designed to test 
their intuitive and creative thinking outside the A-level 
specification. 

Jack Duffy (Year 14) said that he found the experience 
not only rewarding but also quite informative, allowing 
him to enhance his knowledge of biology.

The full St. Columb’s team, consisting of Jack Duffy and 
Conor Gill (Year 14), Eoin McKane (Year 13) and John 
Smith (Year 12), was one of the ten best teams invited 
to compete at the second round at the Medical Biology 
Centre during the first week of November 2011.  This 
event consisted of a practical section, requiring hands-
on experimentation and problem solving, as well as a 
theoretical question requiring creative thinking based on 
prior knowledge.

Jack said, ‘The project required some innovative thinking 
of university standard from myself and the other team 
members. The next stage of the contest required us 
to use chromatography to differentiate between three 
species of plants based on the different pigments they 
contained. Despite our efforts and much commendment 
from members of the Queen’s staff, the first prize 
went to another school but the experience was truly 
worthwhile and exemplified the level of understanding 
and commitment which is required to study Biology at 
university level.’

Mr A Lagan, Head of Science, said he was delighted at 
the ingenuity shown in content of the essays submitted 
as well as the high level of team work shown when 
tackling the problems in the practical session.  The team 
should be pleased with their performance, he added.

Conor Gill 

Bioscience

All GCSE Irish students from St. Columb’s College had 
a wonderful opportunity to attend the Irish Language 
Careers and Information Day (Aonach Oibre)  held at 
Coláiste Feirste, Belfast, at the end of November 2011.
 
The aim of the annual Aonach Oibre is to make young 
people at secondary schools level aware of the many job 
opportunities that exist in the Irish language sector.
 
Upwards of 500 students received information from the 
representatives of over a dozen different organisations, 
from academic institutions to media channels and 
businesses, who operate through the medium of Irish (trí 
mheán na Gaeilge).
 
Guided by their teacher, Mr Marcas Ó Murchú (Careers 
visit co-ordinator) and Mr Gearalt Ó Mianáin (Irish 
Language Assistant) the students were able to talk to 
many employees  (mórán fostaithe)  who outlined their 
experience (taithí oibre) of working through Irish and saw 
many shops with Irish language signs in the Ceathrú 
Ghaeltachta, the growing Gaeltacht Quarter, where 
pupils enjoyed a tasty lunch (lón blasta)  and visited the 
Irish language bookshop (Siopa Leabhar)  ‘An Ceathrú 
Póilí’ and met An tUasal Niall Ó Donnghaile,   the Irish 
speaking Lord Mayor (Ard-Mhéara Bhéal Feirste) of 
Belfast, who took time from his own lunch to give them a 
‘Céad Míle Fáilte go Béal Feirste!’
 
The group used interactive screens (scáíleáin 
idirghníomhacha) to discover (teacht ar eolas) about 
Belfast place-names (logainmneacha), read and hear 
Irish poetry (filíocht Ghaeilge) going back to the 6th 
century and discover more about dialects of Irish.
 
Thug daltaí GCSE ó Choláiste Cholmcille cuairt ar 
Aonach Fostaíochta á reachtáil ag Coláiste Feirste agus 
ag Forbairt Feirste ag deireadh mhí na Samhna. Bhuail 
siad le hionadaithe ó mhórán comhlachtai agus bhí 
faill acu ceisteanna a chur orthu faoi na féidireachtaí 
fostaíochta atá ann i ngnónna Gaeilge.
 
Bhí siad in inmhe cuairt a thabhairt ar an Chultúrlann le 
lón blasta a fháil agus an siopa mór leabhar ‘An Ceathrú 
Póilí’ a fheiceáil, áit ar bhuail siad le hArd-Mhéara Bhéal 
Feirste, An tUasal Niall Ó Donnghaile.  Mar dhlaoi 
mhullaigh ar an lá, bhí siad ábalta tamall a chaitheamh 
ag obair ar scáiléain idirghníomhacha agus d’fhoghlaim 
siad faoi logainmeacha, faoi mhórchanúintí na Gaeilge 
agus faoin fhilíocht siar go dti an tseú haois
 
Ar imeacht dóibh, thuig siad an dóigh le clár raidió 
a dhéanamh ag Raidió Failte áit ar chuir stiurthóir 
sna háite Fearghas Ó hIr agus Máire McGinty fáilte 
speisialta rompu.  Chonaic siad comharthai Gaeilge sna 
siopaí agus an Cheathrú Ghaeltachta.  Chuaigh an lá i 
bhfeidhm go mór orthu.

Mr Marcas Ó Murchú

Careers Fair for
Irish Students

From left:  Conor Gill, Year, 14, Jack Duffy, Year 14, 
Eoin McKane, Year 13 and John Smith, Year 12 on task



54

The Columban 2012

54



55

The Columban 2012

55

Junior Prize Giving

In a packed Assembly Hall on the night of Tuesday 
November 22nd 2011 we gathered to celebrate the 
achievements of our pupils in the Junior School. Our 
MC for the evening was Miss Patricia Hughes, Head 
of Junior School. It was clear from the comments of 
parents and pupils that both groups were proud of the 
achievements that were being recognised on the night.

Mrs McGilloway, mother of Dalan in 9A (Academic 
Third), said that ‘it was good for Dalan to have 
something to strive for.’ For Dalan ‘definite targets make 
you work hard.’ Ethan Doherty of 9D (Commitment 
First), declared himself delighted with his prize. ‘The 
competition is good and fun and winning this makes me 
want to try and win it again next year.’ Mrs McCallion, 
mother of Niall in 10D (Academic First), stated that ‘I am 
proud of my son. Prizes motivate Niall to achieve.’

The ceremony opened with the procession of the 
Prizegiving Party to the stage. The opening prayer came 
from our School Chaplain, Mr Mark McConnellogue. On 
the feast of St. Cecilia, he reminded all present of the 
sacrifices our pupils make through their commitment 
and discipline.

Next came a recital by our Junior Wind Band of the 
1982 classic ‘Eye of the Tiger’ led by their talented 
conductor Mrs Margaret Burns. The audience were 
most appreciative of the pupils’ musical versatility and 
excellence.

College Principal Mr Sean McGinty 
then addressed those present. 
He welcomed the pupils and their 
parents, who, he said, could take 
justifiable pride in the achievements 
of their sons. Mr McGinty stated that 
he took tremendous pride in being 
the Principal of such a multi-talented 
school. He moved on to welcome Mr 
Ian Doherty, newly-elected President 

of the College Union, and the night’s guest speaker.

Mr McGinty noted that Mr Doherty had the distinction 
of being both the son and the brother of previous 
Presidents of the Past Pupils’ Union.

Mr McGinty went on to say that, although a happy 
occasion, this evening was of course tinged with 
sadness. Over the course of this past year the school 
had endured a number of bereavements. Mr McGinty 
remembered three pupils who had passed away: 
Adam Barr, Sean McNair and Caolan Page, as well 
as recalling Mr John McDaid and paying tribute to his 
thirty years of service to the College as a member and 
latterly Chairman of the Board of Governors. Recently, 
Mr McGinty added, the school community had mourned 
the passing of Martin Dunne’s mother Geraldine, Kevin 
Harkin’s father Peter (both Year 14 pupils) and Mrs 
Patricia Gallagher, mother of Conall (Year 8) and Sean 
who was a pupil at St. Columb’s from 2004 to 2011.

Mr McGinty then moved on to address the pupils directly. 
He reminded them that the most important thing to strive 
for in life was not success or wealth, but values such as 
truthfulness and honesty. Citing recent scandals involving 
press intrusion driven by profit, Mr McGinty told the pupils 
that they were made of sterner stuff. Catholic education 
had inculcated standards and values in them. These 
values would guide their actions as future leaders. He 

added that the older generation could 
only hope that today’s young people 
would make a better job of living out 
these standards and values than their 
generation. Mr McGinty finished by 
telling pupils that remembering what 
they valued was more important than 
the value they placed on things.

There then followed a poignant 
moment as Mr Owen Barr, father of 
Adam, presented The Adam Barr 

Orchestra recital Mr McGinty’s address

The Adam Barr Memorial Prize
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Memorial Prize to Mr McGinty who 
received it on behalf of the school. This 
prize will go to the student who has 
made the biggest contribution to extra-
curricular activities in Music at Key Stage 
3. The first recipient of this prize is Conor 
MacBride 11L.

Prizes were then awarded to Years 8 
and 9 pupils. The audience reacted with 
warm applause to each class set of prize 
winners.

Our guest speaker, Mr Ian Doherty, then addressed 
the audience. He told those present that this was his 
first official duty as president of the Past Pupils’ Union 
and that it was an enormous honour to be part of 
such a vibrant and enthusiastic school community. He 
paid tribute to Mr McGinty for his lifelong devotion to 
education in the community. Next, Mr Doherty moved 
on to the role of the Past Pupils’ Union, a body which 
exists to support the school in any way it can through its 
commitment to pupil needs.

Mr Doherty then outlined for pupils what he saw as three 
critical characteristics of a successful person – ability, 
application and the right attitude. He reminded pupils 
that the world is a competitive place and that these 
three characteristics would place an individual in a 
position to make the most of their life. Mr Doherty added 
that employers today have a huge choice, so pupils 
should make the most of their time at St. Columb’s. 
He also encouraged the pupils to get an idea of what 
the world of work involved as soon as they could. In 
an age of connectedness, it was more important than 
ever that St. Columb’s pupils displayed these three key 
characteristics.

Year 10 pupils were then presented with their prizes. 
Following this, Mr Doherty was presented with a gift 
and the ceremony ended with Conor McLain leading 
the entire hall in a rousing rendition of the school hymn 
‘Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God’.

Year 8 Prize winners 

  Academic  Commitment
8A 1. James McGinley 1. Colm McAnaney
 2. Aaron Hagan 2. Kevin Atos
 3. Dalan McGilloway 

8B 1. Jamie Cooke 1. Gareth Muldoon
 2. Justin Crawley 2. Oran Barr
 3. Daniel Doran 

8C 1. Seamus Quinn 1. Timothy Rankin
 2. Jack Henry 2. Aidan Deery
 3. John O’Hagan 

8D 1. Aodhan McGuigan 1. Ethan Doherty
 2. Jamie Mansfield  Owen Kelly
 3. James Duffy  (joint winners)

8E 1. Ethan McKeegan 1. Jude McFadden
 2. Connaire Henderson  Ryan McKeever
 3. Mark Condren  (joint winners)

8F 1. Tom Mooney 1. Aodhan Strawbridge
 2. Eoghan Concannon 2. Dermot McCrossan
 3. Jack McKeever  Miceal Sammon
    (joint winners)

8G 1. Evan Duffy 1. Daniel Wright
 2. Mark Kelly 2. James Clarke
 3. Declan Lynott 

8H 1. Daniel Deery 1. Jack Mullan
 2. David O’Connor 2. Christopher Sallis
 3. Caolan Moore 

8K 1. Conal Fagan 1. Riagan Canning
 2. David Thompson 2. Brendan Harrigan
 3. Darren Holmes 

Overall Commitment Prizewinner
 Kieran Kehoe (8K)

Sustained Improvement Prizewinners
 Nathan Barr (8A)
 Matty Doherty (8A)
 Alonso de Lamo Downey (8B)
 Caolan McNickle (8C)
 Tiernan Martin (8C)
 Liam Cullen (8E)
 Caolan McFadden (8H)
 Mark O’Doherty (8H)
 Eathain McDaid (8K)

Overall Sportsman of the Year
 Diarmuid McDermott (8A)

The Accelerated Reader Prize
 Matthew Dillon (8K)

Year 9 Prize winners

  Academic  Commitment
9A 1. Eoin McElhinney 1. Jason White
 2. Jack McGeehan 2. Jason Nagurski
 3. Fintan McGuinness 

9B 1. Anthony Gillespie 1. James McDaid
 2. Emmett Hargan 2. Ronan McIvor
 3. Aodhan Foster 

Various Awards from Junior Prizegiving
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9C 1. Andrew Ross 1. Aaron McKeever
 2. Joseph McGinley 2. Sean Lawrance
 3. Cormac Hamill  Alyd McLaughlin
    (joint winners)

9D 1. Niall McCallion 1. Aaron McSwiney-Long
 2. Jack Quigley 2. Jack Melrose
 3. Dylan Taylor 

9E 1. Michael Hegarty 1. Mateusz Kubala
 2. Jamie Hutton 2. Ciaran White
 3. Diarmuid Molloy 

9F 1. Kieran McCauley 1. Ryan English
 2. Calum Divin 2. Gerald Doherty
  Caolan Doran  Conor McCallion
  (joint winners)  (joint winners) 

9G 1. Peter Madden 1. Conal McLaughlin
 2. Mark Gorman 2. Jamie McCay
 3. Bobby Cusack 

9H 1. Caolan Flanagan 1. Shane Boyle
 2. Darragh MacFarland 2. Kelan Conway
 3. Aodhan Burke  David McIntyre
    (joint winners)

9K 1. James O’Neill 1. Jack Lafferty
 2. Peter Gallagher 2. Shaun McLaughlin
 3. Jamie Gamble 

Overall Commitment Prizewinner
 Gavin McCafferty (9K)

Sustained Improvement Prizewinners
 Liam McWilliams (9A) Aidan Mallon (9E)
 Sean Devlin (9B) Leo McCauley (9F)
 Joshua Hyndman (9B) Anthony Black (9G)
 Dylan Duffy (9C) Brian McCourt (9G)
 Stephen Bell (9D) Darren Rush (9H)

Overall Sportsman of the Year
 Conor Quigley (9D)

The Good Samaritan Award
 Conor McNally (9K)

The Parents’ Association Prize for Public Speaking
 Peter Madden (9G)

Year 10 Prize winners

   Academic  Commitment
10A 1. Conor MacBride 1. Dermot McCarron
 2. David Hughes 2. Timothy Cullen
 3. Ryan Dineen 

10B 1. Oran Campbell 1. Ben Doherty
 2. Anthony McGuigan 2. Cathal McKane
 3. Ryan Butler 

10C 1. Adam Duddy 1. Charlie Douglas
 2. Aaron O’Hagan 2. Daniel Cosgrove
 3. Ronan Meenan 

10D 1. Niall O’Hara 1. Dean Moore
 2. James McNamee  John O’Doherty
 3. Brendan McGilligan  (joint winners) 

10E 1. Garry Mallett 1. Conor Dunleavy
 2. Matthew Peoples 2. Ryan Gillespie
 3. Christopher Fagan 

10F 1. Conor Hasson 1. Martin Lynch
 2. Ethan Browne 2. Sean McKenna
 3. Gareth McDaid

10G 1. Oisin Herron 1. Conor McLain
 2. Jordan Kincaid  Aaron Melarkey
 3. Martin Brolly  (joint winners)
 
10H 1. Ryan Kelly 1. Dylan Donaghy
 2. Conal Duffy 2. Ronan Burns
 3. Fintan Gormley 

10K 1. Tiarnan McCartney 1. Ronan Duddy
 2. Ciaran Ball  Sean Harkin
 3. Colum Ferry  (joint winners) 

Overall Commitment Prizewinner
 Conor Gormley (10H)
 
Sustained Improvement Prizewinners
 Thomas Carlin (10A) Ryan McAllister (10F)
 Lee Coyle (10A) Ross McCosker (10G)
 Sean Curran (10B) Liam McGurk (10H)
 Stiofan Doherty (10C) Aaron Craig (10K)
 Matthew Merrigan (10C) Emmett Gallagher (10K)

Key Stage 3 Top Marks
 English Garry Mallett  (10E)
  Matthew Peoples (10E)
 Maths Garry Mallett (10E)
 Science Garry Mallett (10E)
 
Overall Sportsman of the Year
 Mikhail Kennedy (10E) and Shane McGowan (10E)
 
The Spirit of St. Columb’s Award
 Thomas Chambers (10E)
 
The Adam Barr Memorial Prize
 Conor MacBride (10A)

And finally…
Thanks to the caretakers, canteen staff and everyone 
who made the night such a success!

Mr Ian Doherty, President PPU and Mr Sean McGinty, 
Principal

Mr Brendan O’Donnell
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The Specialist Schools Programme in 
St. Columb’s College : 2008-2011 

The Specialist Schools Programme was first introduced 
to and considered by all the staff on 23rd January 2007. 
It ended in August 2011. 

The Specialist School Programme was Integral to DE 
educational policy and developments.  It related to:

 • Raising standards - developing an ethos.
 • Curriculum - teaching and learning.
 • Whole school improvement.
 • Collaboration and partnership.
 • Sharing practice within schools and with 
  other partners.
 • Working with the community, businesses and 

sponsors.

The application bid involved:

 • A four-year School Development Plan (involving 
audit, planning and setting targets).

 • A four-year Community Development Plan (build 
on partnership with at least five schools with two 
being post primary schools).

 • Raising sponsorship of £25,000.

If successful the school would receive: 

 • £725,000 over four years. 
 • Four years’ designation as a Specialist School. 
 • £100,000 support grant in the 1st year.
 • £25,000 from private sponsorship.

Our intention was to use the Specialist area as a 
vehicle to implement our whole school improvement 
work further and get better funding to do it, as well 
as increasing publicity for St. Columb’s. Successful 
developments in the Specialism would be shared with 
the rest of the school and our partner schools. The 
Board of Governors invited bids from specials areas. 
Despite many Departments expressing an interest 
in applying, only one application was submitted and 
subsequently accepted by the Board of Governors. This 

application came from Mathematics and Computing.
Our objectives included:

Specialist Subject: Mathematics - Pupils will achieve 
their full potential in Mathematics through personalised 
learning and teaching that is empowered by ICT and 
relevant to life.

Specialist Subject: Computing - To raise standards 
and encourage all pupils to attain and value IT skills for 
the present and future. 

Whole School Improvement - To engage, motivate 
and challenge all pupils to achieve their potential through 
relevant curriculum provision with a quality of teaching 
and learning that is enriched through the incorporation 
of progressive experiences in Mathematics and ICT, 
grounded in competencies in Numeracy, Literacy and 
ICT and tailored to meet the personalised needs of each 
individual pupil and focused on the provision of life-long 
learning skills.

Primary Partners (St Thérèse Primary School, 
Greenhaw Primary School, Holy Family Primary 
School) - To provide effective staff and pupil support 
in order to raise motivation levels and achievement of 
pupils who are disaffected from using Mathematics and 
challenge the most able pupils to enter the highest levels 
of the CCEA ICT at KS2 Scheme of Work. To enhance 
enjoyment of learning Mathematics and Computing at an 
early age through the creative use of digital technologies.

Post-Primary Partners (St Brigid’s College, Thornhill 
College, Foyle View Special School) - To minimise 
disaffection and increase confidence in Mathematics and 
Computing within partner schools, leading to improved 
achievement in all IT/Mathematics-related courses. To 
challenge the gifted and talented and provide fuller access 
to the Entitlement Framework with new Mathematics-
Computing related options, thereby encouraging wider 
interest in Mathematics-Computing related careers.Maths Challenge winners March 2011

STEM Bus April 2011
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Wider Community Groups including Business/
Employers - To heighten awareness in the community 
of the importance of Mathematics and IT skills for all and 
help provide a range of routes and opportunities for any 
member of the community to up-skill in these areas.

What follows is a summary of the successes attributed 
to the Specialist Schools Programme, 2008-2011.

School Development Plan - Achievements for 
learners and self-evaluation process
 • Introduction of ‘Using Data Effectively’ as a driver 

on our School Development Plan to better inform 
our self-evaluation, target setting and improve 
teaching and learning.

	 • Focus on homework/home study.
	 • More focus on improving attendance, especially of 

underachievers.
	 • Improved tracking of pupils’ progress and the 

implementation of support strategies when required.
	 • Greater involvement of parents in supporting their 

sons’ learning.
	 • Implementing the Northern Ireland Curriculum and 

Entitlement Framework (being able to offer the 
required number of general and applied subjects).

	 • Improving and linking target setting of individuals 
to subjects to whole school.

	 • Effective timetabling – using more double periods 
when required.

	 • Introduction of middle management training 
focusing on Building Leadership Capacity based 
on the RTU model.

School Development Plan - Improvement in 
Specialisms/Whole School

Mathematics
 • Sustaining KS3 results by addressing the 

challenges facing our pupils.
 • GCSE Maths results: 5%+ improvement in A*-C 

and 25%+ improvement A*-B.
 • GCSE Additional Maths results: 5% improvement 

in A*-C and similar improvement A*-B.
	 • Reintroduction of a GCSE 

Statistics class - 100% gaining 
A*-C.

 • A-level Maths results 5%+ 
improvement in A*-C and 
similar improvement A*-B. The 
number of pupils studying the 
subject has increased.

 • Reintroduction of a Further 
Maths at AS and A2-level - 
100% gaining A*-B.

Computing
 • Except for the academic year 

2010-2011 (88% A*-C) GCSE 
ICT A*-C results have been 
95%+ and the number of pupils 

has increased.
 • Consistently good results in A-level Applied ICT, 

86%+ and the number of classes has increased.
 • The number of pupils studying an ICT/Computing 

course at A-level has increased. 

Whole School
 • Sustaining or improving KS3 results in Maths, 

English, Science and ICT.
 • 1%+ improvement in 7+ A*-C (including Maths 

and English) GCSE results by addressing the 
challenges facing our pupils.

 • 2%+ improvement in  A-level results by addressing 
the challenges facing our pupils.

School Development Plan - Improvement in 
Community work
 • Introduction of Peer Mentoring of KS2 pupils by 

Year 13 pupils. 
 • Greater collaboration within the Foyle Learning 

Community and particularly with Thornhill and St. 
Brigid’s Colleges.

 • Sharing of good practices during shared INSET 
and improvement work in Maths, English and ICT.

 • Improving the transition process from KS2 to KS3. 
Maths and English teachers observed lessons in 
Link Primary Schools and Heads of Department 
met regularly to discuss and evaluate improvement 
strategies. Year Heads discussed the profile of 
incoming pupils with their Primary School.

	 • Parents’ courses devised and held in Maths Skills 
by St. Columb’s and Thornhill Colleges and the 
Greater Shantallow Area Partnership.

	 • Training of teachers from Link Schools in IT skills.
	 • St. Brigid’s College helped us deliver Home 

Economics as we could not access funding to set 
up our own practical rooms.

	 • Improved links with external organisations such 
as: CAMHS, Aware Defeat Depression, Social 
Services, Greater Shantallow Area Partnership and 
the Careers Service NI.

Mr Brian Keys
Senior Teacher (Dissemination of Good Practice)

Lego League
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In early 2011, the Art and Design Department 
successfully applied to be part of the Rivers of the World 
Project which is an internationally acclaimed art project 
involving 36 major cities which are built on rivers. The 
two year project is funded by the British Council and 
is designed to forge links between schools and widen 
the content to involve other subjects. The Geography 
Department declared an interest in the project as 
pupils are involved in the study of rivers as part of their 
Geography curriculum.

Both Departments are partnered with Alperton 
Community School in London.  In the first year of the 
Project our selected ‘task force’ of 20 Year 9 pupils 
produced a large low relief sculpture based on studies of 
our local river, the Foyle. They were assisted and inspired 
by a visiting sculptor, Dara Hand.

Each pupil designed and made their own sculpture 
which, when all 20 were combined, made a very 
impressive art piece. 

The sculpture received great acclaim from the 
representatives of the British Council and was exhibited 
along the Thames Embankment as part of the annual 
Mayor’s Thames Festival in September 2011. 

This academic year the pupils of each school will 
exchange topics and our pupils will be required to 
produce an art piece based on studies of the River 
Thames. 

A requirement of the Project is that our pupils 
communicate with the pupils of Alperton via the web 
site www.riversoftheworld.org. They have already 
forwarded images of our river, our school, and our Art 
workshops as well as compiling individual accounts of 
their experiences accompanied by their photograph.

This Project is a great teaching and learning experience 
and it also has a very positive social impact on both staff 
and students alike. We are greatly looking forward to this 
year’s challenge.

Mr Kevin O’Donnell
Co-ordinator Rivers of the World Project

Rivers of the World : Year 9 Art Project

Left to right: Mr M McGonagle (Head of Art and Design), Liam Bradley, Ruairi McShane, Andrew Ross, Conor Quigg, 
Ryan Durnin, Niall McCallion and Mr K O’Donnell (Project Co-ordinator)
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Pope John Paul II Award

The Thompson triplets from Derry - Jack, Robert and 
Thomas - who each received the Gold Award with 
Cardinal Keith O’Brien and Bishop Séamus Hegarty

Back Row (L-R)  Ciaran McCauley, Donal Dorrian, 
Marc Cullen, Emmett White, Michael Grimes  
Front Row (L-R)  Rev Paul Farren, Cardinal Theodore 
McCarrick, Christine McDevitt, Bishop Séamus Hegarty 

As the song in ‘Toy Story’ has it, ‘strange things were 
happening’ on Thursday afternoons this autumn term 
and the place to be part of it all was Physics Lab 2. 

The re-launched Junior Science Club chose a theme for 
each Club meeting and round it gathered a mix of short 
punchy video clips and plenty of hands-on good clean 
scientific educational fun.

‘The exploding stick bomb’ started us off – (and it’s 
stick, not stink, by the way) – with a large supply of 
lollypop sticks.  Nimble fingers wove the sticks into an 
ever growing trellis, all held tensely together.  When one 
stick was released, the others shot out in all directions.

Another build and destroy mission took the form of an 
edible tower. 

How high can you build a tower using spagetti and 
marshmallows?  The top three towers were:
	 • Mateusz Kubala (10E) - 65.5 cm
	 • Caleb Young (8B) - 43.5 cm 
	 • Adam Beales (8B) - 37.5 cm 

Each fortnight brought another challenge to the students’ 
hands and minds.  How can you drain a bucket of water 
without tipping it up?  Can you make a CD glide along 
the desktop with the help of a balloon?  And how far 
can the large catapult fire plastic bottles of water?  Solar 
powered car races and forks balancing on the end of 
your nose.  This is what we call ‘The Physics of Fun’.

Attendance grew from fortnight to fortnight, with first and 
second year pupils bringing along their friends and a few 
dedicated third year students adding an air of maturity.  
Not all the ideas came from the teachers (Mr L Burns, Dr 
L O’Donnell and Mr A Lagan).  Each activity brought new 
suggestions and there were 
quite a few healthy ‘what if?’ 
arguments at each meeting.

While Physics was the main 
theme for the term, the 
other Sciences have plenty 
to offer also.  With a few 
chemical puffs and bangs, 
and perhaps a dissection of 
something biological, there 
is much yet to come in St. 
Columb’s Junior Science 
Club this year.

Mr Liam Burns

Junior Science Club 
Explodes into Life The 4th Annual Award Ceremony took place on the 

7th March 2011 in the Millennium Forum. Twenty four 
students received awards including five Papal Crosses 
and 19 Gold Awards. The Keynote Speaker was 
Cardinal Theodore E McCarrick, Archbishop Emeritus of 
Washington DC.

There are two elements to the Award, Parish Involvement 
and Social Awareness. Students from St. Columb’s 
were involved in their parishes in a number of ways. The 
activities that they participated in included: reading at 
Mass, altar serving, being members of choirs/folk groups, 
and preparing articles for parish bulletins.

In the Social Awareness element of the Award the 
students helped various charities throughout the city 
and county such as St. Vincent de Paul and Children in 
Crossfire.

The students gained immensely from the Award and 
some continue to be involved in their parishes and with 
their chosen charities.

The Award Ceremony in the Millennium Forum was 
a tremendous success. Cardinal McCarrick gave a 
thought-provoking and entertaining address.

The Award continues to grow in popularity in St. 
Columb’s. In excess of 40 students enrolled for 2011-
2012 session. Mr Thomas Costigan

Co-ordinator Pope John Paul II Awards
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The Music Department : A ‘Snapshot’ of our Year

The school’s production of ‘Oliver!’ marked the end of 
2010 and what a production it was. Selling out all three 
nights, and with a cast of over 90, ‘Oliver!’ was a great 
success, with many commenting on the professional 
production and high standard of acting and singing on 
show. 

Mr Bumble (James Kelly) and Widow Corney (Niamh 
Furey) in action in the opening ‘Orphans’ scene 

Fagin (Emmett Gallagher) teaches Oliver (Andrew Ferry) 
and Fagin’s own gang ‘the tricks of the trade’

The cast take their well deserved plaudits on the final 
night

Whilst limbs were weary entering 2011, the new year 
proved to be just as productive, as the Department 
embarked on yet another busy and creative journey. 
Here are some of the highlights from that year.

In February 2011, the Department held its first Careers 
Day with a particular focus on promoting careers in 
the field of Music for Year 10 pupils. Three past pupils, 
Dr Christopher Norby, Mr Kevin Murphy and Mr Nym 
Doherty, spoke about possible careers in the following 
areas: Composition, the Arts and Sound Engineering. 

Mr Kevin Murphy addressing the Year 10 group on 
Careers in the Arts

The focus in term two then switched to our annual 
Spring Concert. This concert involved over 120 students 
in ensembles ranging from the Junior and Senior Wind 
Band to the String Orchestra and School Choir. The Staff 
Folk Group, under the direction of Miss Priscilla Connolly, 
represented the teachers while Gerard McNamee 
(pictured below) provided an outstanding display of 
traditional Irish dancing as part of the performance.

Gerard McNamee in action

Clarinet players from the Senior Wind Band treated 
the audience to an excellent performance of the third 
movement from the Sonata in A Major by W A Mozart.
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One of the highlights of the year was the visit of Mr Paul 
Brady, our most recent Alumnus Illustrissimus, who 
visited St. Columb’s in October 2011.

Paul Brady with staff and students

(Back Row L-R): Mr Brendan McGinn, Miss Orla 
McLaughlin, Mr John Peoples, Mr Marcas O’Murchu, 
Miss Priscilla Connolly (Traditional Group Tutor) and 
Mr Cyril Maguire
(Front Row L-R): Cormac Carroll, Conor MacBride, 
Mr Paul Brady (Alumnus Illustrissimus), Ciaran Curran 
and Garry Mallett

The Senior Clarinet Quartet: Conor Gill, Diarmuid 
O’Kane, Ray Cunningham and John Cronin-McCartney 
(prepared by Mrs Margaret Burns)

Other highlights included Jack McFadden’s outstanding 
debut on classical guitar, Sean Bradley’s performance on 
recorder of ‘La Montfermeil’ by Robert de Visee, Kealan 
Toland’s rendition of Joe Satriani’s ‘The Extremist’ and 
Jack McCann’s memorable performance of Schubert’s 
‘You are rest and peace’. On the same night, Aodhan 
Foster, Daniel Deery and Andrew Ferry were selected 
to sing as part of a choral group in a production of the 
opera ‘Tosca’ at the Millennium Forum.

The monthly recital, under the direction of Mrs Margaret 
Burns, was proving to be a huge success with both 
students and staff. Held in the Lecture Theatre, the 
recital gave an opportunity to all budding musicians in 
the school to perform and it was not unusual to hear 
staff members showing off their talent. Such has been 
its success that Mrs Burns has decided to organise two 
recitals per month this year.

Mrs Margaret Burns introducing a lunchtime recital  

The Staff and Student Traditional Group was kept busy 
throughout the year, performing at the St. Columba 
Mass on the 9th June and later, in September, playing at 
school assemblies; the latter activity was organised by 
Mr Marcas Ó Murchú and raised over £300 for Trócaire, 
as part of ‘Trad For Trócaire’ promoted by Comhaltas. 

Caolan Harkin improvises on the drum kit

Jack Duddy performing a reel on the fiddle
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Mr Paul Brady performs his favourite composition 
‘Nothing but the same ol’ story’ as part of a workshop in 
front of senior music students

Miss Priscilla Connolly and Miss Orla McLaughlin 
perform during one of the ‘Trad for Trócaire’ assemblies

On June 25th, a number of pupils participated in a large 
choral group that performed at the official opening of the 
new Peace Bridge.

Some of the St. Columb’s students who attended the 
opening of the Peace Bridge (L-R) Patrick Keenan, 
Daniel Deery, Kevin Gallagher and Jack Henry

2011 ended with the traditional Carol Services with 
further performances at the Christmas Fayre pictured 
below Culmore Manor and a Cross Community Carol 
Service in First Derry Presbyterian Church.

The photos, I hope, will give you a true sense of the 
work that goes on in the Music Department. With the 
talent and hard work on display, the Department has 
every reason to look forward to 2012 and furthermore 
to the opportunities that will arise as a result Derry being 
the City of Culture in 2013.

Mr Brendan McGinn
Head of Music

The Senior Wind Band performing at the 2011 Parents’ Association Christmas Fayre
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Mr. frank McCauley

Frank began teaching in 
St. Columb’s in September 
1974. As well as teaching 
Science, he soon became 
heavily involved with the 
introduction of Technology 
and Design as a subject 
to our school. Along with 
Mr Malachy McGonagle, 
Frank worked tirelessly, 
implementing components of 

Electronics and Physics into this new curriculum area. 
Frank then made a telling contribution to the introduction 
of the General National Vocational Qualification (GNVQ) 
to our school. In fact, St. Columb’s was the first school 
in Northern Ireland to offer this qualification, which 
became the forerunner of all Applied qualifications 
offered today. 

In 1997, Frank was appointed Head of Physics and in 
1998 he became Head of Science. As such, his wisdom 
and leadership were instrumental in dealing effectively 
with a challenging and ever-changing educational 
environment. 

Frank not only contributed greatly to the life of our 
school, but also gained the respect and admiration of 
his teaching colleagues throughout Northern Ireland, 
especially in the field of Physics. His work in producing 
booklets and publications which are of great use both 
to teachers and pupils of Physics remains second to 
none. In 1996, Frank wrote an A-level revision booklet 
for students of Physics entitled ‘Bones of Physics’. It 
was very successful and led to the publication in 2004 
of ‘GCSE Physics for CCEA’ (written in conjunction with 
Roy White). This textbook is now in its second edition 
and is still used in schools today. 

Since 1995, Frank has been Chief Examiner for Double 
Award Science (Physics) and has produced scores of 
exam papers. His contribution to the teaching of Physics 
in Northern Ireland is unrivalled. 

As well as his academic contribution to the life of our 
school, Frank became involved in many extracurricular 
activities, including the Electronics Club and the Sailing 
Club. 

A gentleman to his fingertips, Frank McCauley will 
be sorely missed by staff and pupils alike.  Indeed 
generations of A-level Physics students speak fondly of 
the impact that his teaching has had on them.  There 
can be no greater legacy!  We wish Frank a long, happy 
and fruitful retirement. Mr Aidan Lagan

Retirements

noel o’donnell

Noel O’Donnell joined the 
staff of St. Columb’s College 
in September 1977, retiring 
in June 2011.  During his 
time at St. Columb’s, Noel 
taught Maths at all levels, and 
was my Maths teacher from 
fourth year right up to A-level.  
He knew his stuff and was 
great at preparing you for 
exams. My time as a student 

of Mr O’Donnell was memorable and he nurtured my 
love of Maths; he can take the credit (or the blame) for 
me becoming a Maths teacher!  Noel’s degree was in 
Physics and this was utilised in the late 1980s when he 
also taught GCSE Physics.

Noel O’Donnell was also one of the first members of staff 
to teach Computing in the school – teaching Computer 
Awareness to third year pupils in the late 1990s.  Some 
of this awareness must have rubbed off on him as he 
was at the forefront of the Maths Department in using 
the ‘Starboard’ interactive white boards, converting 
learning resources to electronic format and more recently 
developing VLEs for pupils to use as revision aids. Ask 
Noel about a good website for teaching resources and 
he would undoubtedly refer you to www.waldomaths.
com. Noel was a very proactive member of the 
Maths Department who regularly took young, newly-
qualified teachers under his wing and supported their 
development into becoming excellent teachers.

Besides being a great asset to the Mathematics 
Department, Noel O’Donnell shared his musical talents 
with us too, both as a pupil and as a staff member.  His 
particularly fine voice as a pupil saw him cast in lead 
roles in many school musical productions.  As a staff 
member he was sought after for choral performances 
and for stage roles. 

Noel was also the school’s Examination Officer for many 
years, working with Mr Dermot Carlin to ensure that 
pupils were entered for the right exams and adhered to 
all examination rules and procedures.

Being a very competent golfer, Noel naturally became 
coach of the school’s Golf Team.  His efforts and 
commitment were rewarded in 1989 when the A Team 
won the All-Ireland Golf Title.  

Noel’s support, experience and guidance will be greatly 
missed and we wish him every success in his life after 
St. Columb’s.

Mr Brian Keys
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The corridors and rooms are ready. All 
over the building, preparations are being 
made for perhaps the busiest night of 
our school year. It is, of course, Open 
Night 2012! Behind the explosions in 
the Science Labs, the re-enactments in 
the History Department, the role-plays in 
Modern Languages and the performances 
of our pupils in Music and in PE, there lies 
a celebration of our school. St. Columb’s 
College is ready to welcome our next 
potential intake of Year 8 pupils and their 
parents. We welcome them in confidence. 
This is our school. This is what we stand 
for. 

All over the town and surrounding area, 
parents and potential pupils are travelling 
to our school in curiosity; wondering whether this will 
be the right place for them, wanting to experience the 
atmosphere of ‘the College’ perhaps for the first time. 
Expectations are high. There are nerves too. We wait 
nervously for them, many of whom are entering our 
grounds for the first time. 

Pupils like Eoin Wilson from St. Thérèse’s Primary 
School in Lenamore, whose father commented that 
he heard the school had a very good reputation and 
was looking forward to seeing all that the school had 
to offer. Mr Acton, father of Blaise from St. Patrick’s 
Primary School, Pennyburn, again mentioned the good 
reputation of St. Columb’s as an important factor in 
his choice to be here tonight. Gareth McClay from the 
Gaelscoil, wants to go to our school because a lot of 
his friends are hoping to come here, he could do his 
Irish GCSE at the end of Year 8 and St. Columb’s is a 
big school with loads of facilities.  David Breslin, from 

St. Columb’s College Open Night : January 24th 2012

Hollybush Primary School, had more 
personal reasons for wanting to be a pupil 
of St. Columb’s, as his father, uncle and 
grandfather had all been past pupils of 
‘the College’.   

Opening Reflection by 
Mr Mark McConnellogue, 
School Chaplain
Good evening everyone, you are all very 
welcome to this Open Night.

As you came through the front gates of 
St. Columb’s this evening, you may have 
noticed our school motto –‘Quaerite 
Primum Regnum Dei’ – ‘Seek first the 
Kingdom of God’. It also appears on 
the mosaic on the floor of the Foyer just 

outside this Assembly Hall and it is also seen on every 
pupil’s blazer just above the crest which sits over his 
heart. We aspire everyday to live by our motto. Parents, 
pupils and all staff work together in trying to make the 
Kingdom of God a reality in this school community.

St. Columb’s College has a strong Catholic ethos and 
we strive to put Christ at the centre of all we think and 
do and say. We do not make a big show of this nor 
seek to force it upon others in an insensitive or arrogant 
way, but we do it gently by example, in the hope that we 
might inspire those who observe us or who become part 
of this family.

We try to make God’s Kingdom a reality here and now, 
in the present, by the manner in which we relate to 
each other. We do our best to respect the dignity and 
uniqueness of each member of this school community 
– without exception. We strive to keep our pupils safe 

Open Night
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and engender in them a concern for others. We attempt 
to listen to and understand our parents, pupils and 
colleagues. We seek to bring the best out in each other 
by words of encouragement and gentle advice. In short, 
we try to see Christ in everyone we meet and treat each 
other in a Christian manner. Most of the time, with God’s 
help, we succeed in fulfilling our motto and when we 
don’t we ask in all humility for forgiveness.
This evening we pray that God will bless all of you 
parents and young people, as you continue in this 
process of discernment in deciding which school 
community you wish to be a member of, and we pray 
that whichever school you decide to attend, that God 
will bless you and keep you safe and content.

Mr Sean McGinty’s Address
The Principal, Mr McGinty, then addressed 
those present. He welcomed all warmly on 
behalf of the whole school and paid tribute 
to all local primary schools who prepare 
children so well for secondary education. 
Mr McGinty reminded parents that we 
are living in an increasingly competitive 
world where it is necessary to develop our 
young people to their fullest extent in order 
to find meaningful careers. To that end, St. 
Columb’s College offers a vast array of subjects 
(more than any other school in Northern Ireland at 
GCSE and A-level), excellent examination results and 
experiences which benefit pupils greatly.

Our facilities are second to none, he informed the 
audience, with parents’ attention being drawn to the 
current construction of a Home Economics facility on the 
site in readiness for September 2012. Mr McGinty then 
made reference to the array of extra-curricular activities 
on offer – music, Young Enterprise, debating, Lego 
League, educational trips, Curriculum Enrichment, the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award and the John Paul II Award to 
name but a few.    

St. Columb’s is also a giving community, Mr McGinty 
stated. Parents were informed that we collect on 
average £20,000 pounds annually for charities. At the 
heart of a caring community lies a pastoral system 
second to none, where parental input is valued. Our 
Parents’ Association takes innovative steps to help 
pupils experience the widest range of educational 
opportunities. There is a strong Student Representative 
Council contributing to positive relationships. Finally, Mr 
McGinty reminded parents that the best advertisement 
for St. Columb’s College is our pupils. 

Pupil Input
It was the turn of Year 8 pupils to speak next. Jack 

Ward and Eoin McCrossan spoke glowingly of their 
experiences of St. Columb’s: the excellent and 

varied range of subjects, the after school 
activities, student contributions being 
valued, the warm, caring and friendly 
atmosphere and how both the Summer 
Scheme and Peer Mentoring help pupils 
settle in.

The final address came from outgoing 
Head Boy, Fergal McCormack.  Fergal - 

who addressed the Open Night Parents six 
years’ previously as a Year 8 pupil - provided 

a moving insight into what attending St. Columb’s 
College has meant for him.   
 
What follows is just a snapshot of activities and 
experiences on the night as this intrepid reporter did not 
have the time to get round all of the great work on show 
throughout the school.

Modern Languages
In French, pains au chocolat, brioches and croissants 
were distributed as pupils and parents participated 
in a quiz whilst viewing interactive games, songs and 
software. The Spanish Department distributed tapas 

Art room in full flow Mr J Ward explaining Engineering to parents
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while those present could pour over 
pupil work and play some fun word 
games.  In German and in Irish too 
visitors were treated to the full range 
of resources and experienced how 
pupils learn languages in our school.
Display boards highlighted recent 
trips to China, our Chinese classes 
as well as our Comenius trip to Berlin 
and the December 2011 exchange 
trip to Munich.

History
The History Department treated 
visitors to the re-enactment by pupils 
of ‘Murder in the Cathedral’, telling 
the story of the murder of Thomas 
Becket. PowerPoints displayed the 
work of all pupils in Key Stage 3 
and Key Stage 4. The Fr Francis 
Collection of autographs was on 
show as well. Textbooks were 
displayed and, on a lighter note, 
visitors could indulge in games of 
‘Fling the Teacher’ and ‘Who wants to 
be a millionaire?’, all based on History 
themes.

Science
The Key Stage 3 Science display 
focused on microscopes, magnets, 
chromatography, testing household 
products to see if they were acids or 
alkalis and the separation of rock salt.  

Biology at Key Stage 4 highlighted 
rat and heart dissections (always a 
favourite, those!), skeletons and the 
spine, a test for Vitamin C and light 
microscopy. 

In Physics, the emphasis was on fun. The Van der Graaff 
machine proved ever popular. There was a hanging man 
there to teach us about friction. Visitors were asked if 
they could remember how to wire a plug. Renewable 
energy devices featured heavily, such as a solar cooker 
used to cook an actual egg, solar panels, solar radio 
and even a solar bulb. The plasma ball also garnered 
much attention. The ‘Jelly Baby’ wave machine showed 
how transverse tortional waves operate, such as water 
ripples, light and radio waves.  Outside the Physics 
rooms, visitors could view the Stillarium, representing 
the night sky. Matthew McCallion (Year 12) gave 
out information regarding the chances of seeing the 

Northern Lights (Aurora Borealis) 
these nights, and Chinese Lanterns 
were used as decorations, not just 
to celebrate the Chinese New Year, 
but because the Chinese knew about 
astronomy long before the Greeks!
 
Chemistry
Several experiments were 
demonstrated by our students on 
Open Night. These included the
spectacular ‘Flaming Hands’, 
‘Dragon’s Breath’ and the always 
impressive ‘Thermite Reaction’.  The 
principles behind the ‘Dragon’s 
Breath’ experiment are used in 
sensitive analytical techniques for 
the qualitative and quantitative 
analysis of trace amounts of metals.  
The ‘Thermite Reaction’ is used to 
produce small amounts of molten iron 
in industry where it is either impossible 
or impractical to get welding 
apparatus. The ‘Flaming Hands’ 
experiment is of no use practically 
but very effective as a spectacular 
demonstration. Other experiments 
included the non burning five Euro 
note and the volcano reaction. 

Geography
Geography this year focused on 
developing thinking skills. Visitors 
were asked to participate in activities 
such as working out the difference 
between weather and climate. 
There was an ‘Odd One Out’ 
activity focusing on global issues. 
Earthquakes also featured as our 

visitors learned through doing.

Music
Performance was at the heart of the Music Department’s 
contribution to Open Night 2012. In the Foyer, our String 
Trio welcomed guests. Upstairs in the Music rooms, raps 
were being recorded and performed. There was also a 
display of decks. Visitors could also see ICT in action, as 
multi track recording procedures were demonstrated. 

And finally…
Many thanks for the hard work of our administrative, 
ICT and cleaning staff as well as our caretakers which 
showed off St. Columb’s College at its best.

Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Mr M Meenan explaining animation 
techniques

French food

French Department display
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History reenacted

Mr M McIlveen, Hugh Emmett Quigley and Mr M McConnellogue 
in the Ancient History Department

Caolan Flanagan and Padraig Delargy
serving tapas

Musical entertainment in the Foyer
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Past Pupils’ News

Academic
Given the diversity of subjects now available to students 
at St. Columb’s College, it should come as no surprise 
that we are able to report on the provision of a wide 
range of opportunities and experiences for our pupils 
and to record a significant number of achievements 
during the course of the 2010-2011 academic year.  

As always, our pupils continued to be able to enjoy 
old staples such as Citizenship Day, Enterprise Week, 
Reading Week, European Languages Week and our 
always-impressive Careers Fair which continues to go 
from strength to strength.  This year we added to our 
repertoire by introducing an expanded Making Choices 
Careers Day for pupils in Years 10 and 12, designed to 
enhance their subject-choice process.  A more recent 
innovation – the Queen’s University Belfast Engineering 
Information Evening was again hosted by St. Columb’s 
in November 2010 for pupils throughout the city and 
surrounding areas. 
   
An increasingly important element of our curricular 
provision comes through our Connected Learning 
Projects where a range of subject areas work together 
to provide our pupils with broader insights into specific 
areas.  This year we provided Connected Learning 
Projects in areas as diverse as People, Healthy 
Living and Our Environment.  In a similar vein the ICT 
Department played no small part in the development of 
the Building Bridges Project, working with Lisneal and 
St. Mary’s Colleges.

Throughout the year students were encouraged to 
showcase their artistic skills through involvement in a 
range of competitions.  Once more our pupils proved 

more than equal to the task and carried off prizes in 
the Big Draw, the Credit Union Poster Competition and 
the Texaco Art Competition. Of particular note was the 
Rivers of the World Project - an internationally acclaimed 
project funded by the British Council and involving 36 
major conurbations located on a river - which involved a 
number of our Year 9 pupils. The icing on the cake came 
with the formal recognition of the achievement of several 
of our Year 14 pupils in scoring full marks in the 2011 
CCEA A-level Art and Design Examinations. 

Our Modern Languages students were not slow in 
proving their worth.  The French Debating Team 
continued to enjoy well-deserved success while in our 
native tongue, Gareth McDaid was named Machaire 
Rabhartaigh Buachaill an Chúrsa and Jonathan Bond 
was named winner of best overall speaker at the 
Cumann Gaelach Chnoc na Rós public speaking 
competition.  In an effort to broaden provision, some of 
our pupils were able to access courses in Russian and 
Polish whilst our provision of Mandarin Chinese was 
further developed through the efforts of our Chinese 
Language Assistant, Mrs Bai Jie from Yuxi, Yunnan 
Province.

Of course there were myriad successes in a range of 
other subjects and disciplines.  Amongst these can be 
noted:

• Colum Ferry - winner of the Verbal Arts Centre 
Writing Competition. 

• Vincent McCormack - Silver Medal Winner in the 
Chemistry and Physics Olympiad.

• Graeme McFeely - recipient of a £4,000 Royal 
Geographical Society Bursary.

A Year in the Life of St. Columb’s College
Principal’s Report to the College Union (2010-2011)
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On a larger scale our students garnered two Gold, 
four Silver and five Bronze medals in the Senior Maths 
Challenge Competition while in the UK Intermediate 
Maths Challenge our pupils achieved 12 Silver and 12 
Bronze medals.

Finally, St. Columb’s is also delighted to report that 
Head Boy Jack McCann was awarded a place to read 
Law at Queen’s College, Oxford while in the last few 
days, another of our most recent leavers, Owen Rafferty, 
has been selected as a recipient of the prestigious JP 
McManus All-Ireland Scholarship.  Owen has just begun 
his course in Medicine at Newcastle University.

Charitable/Spiritual
Once again, St. Columb’s pupils and staff excelled 
when it came to raising funds for a variety of charitable 
organisations.  During the first term Trad for Trócaire, 
a large staff-pupil traditional group, performed at all 
assemblies and raised in excess of £300. Later in the 
year our traditional Trócaire Lenten Appeal saw an 
outstanding £11,000 being collected.  At Christmas 
time, the College showed its appreciation for the work 
of a range of local charitable organisations by making 
donations at the Annual Christmas Carol Service.  At the 
same event, a large number of food hampers – donated 
by our Key Stage 3 pupils – were made available to St. 
Vincent de Paul for distribution across the city.

Of course the school’s Catholic ethos was more than 
nurtured by the provision of a wide range of religious 
celebrations ranging from year group masses and year 
group retreats to the annual Forty Hours Eucharistic 
devotions.  In order to reach out to our recent past 
pupils we organised a special Mass - celebrated in the 
QUB Chaplaincy by Fr Gary Toman - for those pupils 
attending Queen’s and the University of Ulster.  Once 
again the sense of service alive within so many of our 
senior pupils was recognised at the annual Pope John 
Paul II Award Ceremony.

Undoubtedly, though, one of the highlights of the 
entire school year was the visit in March 2011 of 
Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, Archbishop Emeritus 
of Washington DC. Cardinal McCarrick enthralled 
both staff and students St. Columb’s with a reflection 
on the course of his priestly life and opened himself 
up to a wide range of questions that moved from his 
experiences behind the Iron Curtain to his reflections on 
celibacy and service.  A truly inspirational individual, the 
Cardinal left a significant impression on the minds and 
hearts of his audience. 

Pastoral
Supporting our pupils’ needs in all possible ways 
continues to be one of the foundations of the work that 
we do in St. Columb’s College.  Among the highlights of 
another successful year in terms of Pastoral Care were:

• The increasing emphasis placed on the voice 
of the pupils as achieved through the Student 
Representative Council (SRC) Elections and the 
high-profile distribution of SRC Leadership Awards 
to the previous year’s Council by the then Mayor, 
Councillor Colm Eastwood.

• Year 14 Personal Development Week.
• While our Anti-Bullying Week is a regular focus, 

the school spent a considerable amount of time 
consulting with pupils, staff and parents on the 
renewal of our overall anti-bullying strategy. 
Likewise, St. Columb’s worked closely with other 
post-primary schools in the locality to develop a 
common approach to drug and alcohol education 
in the town.  The success of this collaborative 
approach will be renewed in other ways in the 
2011-2012 academic year.

Perhaps most satisfying, though, was the work carried 
out by a group of Year 11 pupils who collaborated 
in a project with Foyle View Special School, focusing 
on Football Therapy.  The St. Columb’s pupils also 
participated in Foyle View’s Sports Day.  As a payback 
Rock View – Foyle View’s very own rock band – 
including guest musician Dr Michael Dobbins (Foyle View 
Principal) performed a first-rate set in our Assembly Hall 
toward the end of the summer term.

Extra-Curricular
With such a broad range of extra-curricular activities 
on offer, it should come as no surprise that the school 
community was able to enjoy success in a number of 
diverse areas:

The Politics Society organised a first-rate Pre-Election 
Debate which was attended by outgoing MLAs Martina 
Anderson, Basil McCrea and Pól Callaghan.

The tradition of providing our pupils with the opportunity 
to experience life abroad continued with the organisation 
of a number of highly successful foreign language/sports 
trips:

• Basketball squad trip to Manchester.
• Year 9 Ski trip.
• Year 9 French trip.
• Year 9 Spanish trip.
• Year 14 Spanish trip.
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Undoubtedly, though, the highlight of the year in this 
area was the Chinese Trip undertaken by seven Year 
13 and 14 pupils (and a number of staff) to Shanghai, 
Hangzhou and Kunming just before Easter 2011.  It 
would not be an exaggeration to say that this was a life-
affirming experience that will, hopefully, be repeated on 
many occasions in the future

Once more, debating provided many of our pupils to 
enjoy significant success in a range of competitions.  
These included:

• Foyle and District Road Safety Public Speaking 
Competition.

• Institute of Ideas Debating Competition.
• Foyle Home Accident Prevention Competition.
• PTA Public Speaking Competition.
• Chamber of Commerce Voice of the Future 

Competition.
• Envirospeak 2011.

Musically, 2010-2011 proved to be another very strong 
year for St. Columb’s in a range of areas:

• The Annual Spring Concert where over 120 pupils 
performed to a packed Assembly Hall.

• The opening of the iconic Peace Bridge when St. 
Columb’s pupils Kevin Gallagher, Patrick Keenan, 
Jack Henry and Daniel Deery formed part of the 
specially-created Interschool choir.

• The involvement of a number of our pupils 
(Aodhan Foster, Daniel Deery and Andrew Ferry) in 
the Millennium Forum’s production of Tosca.

• The ever-popular Lunchtime Recital Programme.

The highlight of the year musically and dramatically (and 
in many other ways) was the outstanding production 
of Oliver! when more than 90 pupils - including some 
from Thornhill, St. Mary’s and St. Cecilia’s Colleges 
– performed in a show that scored highly in terms of 
production values and musical content.  The quality 
of this production – months in the planning – was 
evident both from the large numbers that came to see 
it – despite the snowy weather – and the audience’s 
reaction to the performances. 

St. Columb’s pupils enjoyed their experiences and no 
small measure of success in a range of other areas 
including:

• Young Enterprise where Year 13 students 
formed Petzo – a pet accessory market products 
company.

• Eco Schools, which increased environmental 
awareness around the school and was 
instrumental in the achievement of the Best Kept 
Schools Competition – Runners Up (Post-Primary) 
Award and the Cash for Clobber Textile Recycling 
Programme.

• The Cracking Ideas Competition (through Design 
and Technology) which saw John Rabbitt and 
Tyrone Wade taking home prizes.

Finally, the Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) proved 
its worth by providing in excess of £7,000 for a broad 
range of school activities and student support.  It is true 
to say that without the support provided by the PTA, the 
extra-curricular life of the school would be immeasurably 
weakened. 

Mr Sean McGinty

Arnold House
6 Waterside Centre Glendermott Road

DERRY BT47 6BG
T:  028 7131 8808  F:  028 71318458

W:  www.delapandwaller.com

We have also have offices in:

Antrim  Dublin  Cork  lonDon

Abu DhAbi   romAniA   WArsAW
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1: What are your aims for your year 
as President of the Past Pupils’ 
Union?

 I hope to maintain and strengthen 
the excellent relations between 
the Union and the school. I aim to 
take a personal interest in the life of 
the school and to encourage other 
past pupils to do likewise. I want 
to increase Union membership, 
particularly among more recent 
pupils. Through more effective use 
of electronic media, I believe we can 
substantially improve the quality and 
frequency of contacts with Union 
members. The Union should aim to 
be a key link between St. Columb’s 
and its wide diaspora of past pupils. We should aim to 
enlist the help of past pupils in furthering the objectives 
of the school. This can be at corporate school level 
as well as providing advice, guidance and support to 
teachers, individual pupils and pupil groups. 

2: What are your memories of St. Columb’s as a 
pupil?

 I attended St. Columb’s between 1963 and 1970. 
The school was located in Bishop Street and 
in those days still had a sizeable contingent of 
boarders. Facilities were more spartan than today 
and I remember thinking that I wouldn’t like to be a 
boarder! My main memories are of the boys of my 
year, a number of whom are close friends to this 
day, and many excellent and dedicated teachers. 
The teaching staff included a large number of priests. 
I got on well with most of them and developed 
a genuine respect and affection for quite a few. 
Corporal punishment is something I remember with 
some discomfort, though I managed to stay out 
of trouble most of the time. I imagine few pupils or 
teachers would mourn the passing of this practice. 
However, at the time it was seen as normal.  In 
general my memories of St. Columb’s are pleasant. 
I was given an excellent education which formed 
the basis of my later career. I also made friends who 
have put up with me for nearly 50 years! 

3:  What role does the Past Pupils’   
 Union play in the overall life of the  
 school?
The Union should provide linkages 
and connections between school 
and its former pupils. We aim to keep 
our alumni informed of the school’s 
progress and to seek their help where 
appropriate in furthering school aims. 
Through our programs of lectures we 
have brought prominent alumni into 
contact with pupils. This has proved to 
be a very productive and worthwhile 
engagement. We intend to continue this 
series. The Union’s resources are, of 
course, limited but we are always ready 
to help where we can. 

4: I am a former pupil of St. Columb’s. Why should I 
consider joining the Past Pupils’ Union?

 As well as being a support to the school, the Union 
exists to keep former pupils in touch with each 
other. There is an Annual Dinner which is usually very 
enjoyable as well as an annual golf outing. These 
have both proved to be very popular over the years. 
Electronic media now provide the opportunity to 
engage a much wider range of former pupils. I would 
encourage younger alumni to join the Union. I am 
sure they would come up with many enjoyable and 
less traditional formats for contact, engagement and 
reminiscence. 

5: How do I go about joining the Past Pupils’ 
Union?

 Contact Mr Dermot Carlin at St. Columb’s 
(02871285000) or email ppu902@stcolumbs.com

Interview with Mr Brendan O’Donnell

Interview with Ian Doherty
(President, Past Pupils’ Union)
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St. Columb’s College Union Dinner 2011  Everglades Hotel - October 7th 2011

Mr Ken Gamble (Friends College Old Boys’ Association),
Mr Stan Huey (President FCOBA), Mr Sean McGinty
(College Principal), Rev Kieran Devlin (College Chaplain)

Dr Tom Black, Mr Liam Black, Mr Dermot Grant

Mr John Hume (Nobel Laureate and Alumnus Illustrissimus 
1995), Mr Paul Brady (Alumnus Illustrissimus 2011), 
Mr James Sharkey (Alumnus Illustrissimus 2005)

Mr John Thompson with his triplet sons Robert, Jack 
and Thomas

St. Columb’s College Past Pupils’ Union

To join you have three options:

1. Telephone the school (028 7128 5000) 
 and ask to speak to Dermot Carlin

2. Visit www.stcolumbs.com  
 and go to Microsites - 
 Past Pupils’ Union

3. Email ppu902@stcolumbs.com
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Past Pupil Interviews

We contacted past 

pupils from 5, 10, 

15, 20 and 25 years 

ago.  Here are their 

thoughts on the 

experience of being a 

College pupil.

Joseph Devlin : 2007

1. When did you attend 
 St. Columb’s College 
 as a pupil?
 I attended the College 

from September 2000 to 
June 2007.

 
2. Can you remember why 

you chose to study at 
St. Columb’s College?

 Two reasons really: 
Seamus Heaney and John Hume! The school has a 
great history, and a reputation of educating its pupils 
to the highest standard. 

 
3. What were your favourite subjects?
 I was never really that interested in the Arts. Without 

doubt Maths and Chemistry (Mr McCay is a legend!) 
were my favourite subjects. I still haven’t figured out 
why I studied Mechanical Engineering instead of 
Chemical Engineering!

 
 4. What was school life like back when you studied 

at St. Columb’s?
 I only left in 2007 so I think school life is pretty much 

the same now as it was then. Instead of the teachers 
confiscating Nokias, their drawers are probably full of 
iPhones and Blackberrys! 

 
5. What are the biggest changes you have seen in 

our school since you left?
 The amount of A-levels offered by the school has 

expanded a great deal. There was a broad range 
of subjects available to me, but they were more or 
less the traditional A-level courses. The introduction 
of more practical qualifications and opportunities to 
study in other schools are a great idea, and should 
definitely be encouraged. 

 

6. Do you have any favourite memories you would 
like to share?

 Lunch time in the Sixth Form Centre was always a 
good laugh!

 
7. Did you learn anything valuable in your time at 

the school?
 Like everyone else, I basically grew up during my 

time at St. Columb’s. The difference in yourself from 
the first day of First Year to the last day of Upper 
Sixth is huge and is fuelled by all the whole school 
experience. So I’d have to say I learned as much 
outside the classroom as I did inside.

 
8. Finally, If you could go back and study at St. 

Columb’s again, would you?
 Definitely (but only if I was able to leave before the I 

had to sit all those exams again)!

Ciaran Bowman : 2002

1. When did you attend  
St. Columb’s College   
as a pupil?

 From 1995 to 2002.
 
2. Can you remember why 

you chose to study at 
St. Columb’s College?

 The school has a great 
reputation, provided 
an opportunity for me to 
study in a different town and several of my close 
friends had also chosen to study at St. Columb’s.

 
3. What were your favourite subjects?
 I was very fond of languages and studied French and 

Spanish through to A-level. Of course, with tutors 
such as Brendan O’Donnell and Marcas Ó Murchú, 
French and Spanish were always going to be my 
favourites. 

 
4. What was school life like back when you studied 

at St. Columb’s?
 My experience at St. Columb’s was an immensely 

enjoyable and memorable one. As I advanced from 
First Year through to A-level I formed friendships with 
individuals who have become my closest friends 
and not only did I progress academically but learned 
valuable life lessons which have stood me in good 
stead to this day. School life was fun, you learned, 
you laughed and you were gradually equipped 
with the tools to help you successfully navigate life 
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as a young adult. Teachers were fair and, in most 
cases, fun and the students with whom I associated 
enjoyed themselves thoroughly but also recognised 
the importance of study and hard work.

 
5. What are the biggest changes you have seen in 

our school since you left?
 Buncrana Road was more modern and as I was only 

moving into Third Year at the time of the transfer 
there was a wider variety of age groups attending the 
school in comparison to Bishop Street. I recall the 
new Sixth Form Centre and breakout areas, which 
were frequented on lunch breaks and the horrible 
traffic on the Buncrana Road in the evenings.

 
6. Do you have any favourite memories you would 

like to share?
 For me, my journey through St. Columb’s was a 

seminal experience in my life, one I remember fondly 
and appreciate strongly. I thoroughly enjoyed my 
time playing rugby with the school, in an era where, 
under the guidance of Tony Furey, we won three 
consecutive Developing Schools’ Cups with two of 
the three finals played at Ravenhill. 

 
 I relished my time as Head Boy as I had the 

opportunity to interact with a wider array or staff 
and pupils than ever before, in addition to being 
the primary student representative of the school at 
external functions and events. I also remember John 
Hume’s visit to the school to celebrate his receipt 
of the 1998 Nobel Peace Prize, an event at which 
he gave all the people of Ireland great hope for the 
future as he delivered his Nobel lecture: ‘I want to 
see an Ireland of partnership where we wage war 
on want and poverty, where we reach out to the 
marginalised and dispossessed, where we build 
together a future that can be as great as our dreams 
allow.’

 
 Some of the fondest memories, however, revolve 

around the camaraderie I enjoyed with my class 
mates, but I think so as not to give any ideas to 
the current crop of students some of the more 
memorable hijinks I witnessed at the school should 
be kept under wraps ... for now.

 
7. Did you learn anything valuable in your time at 

the school?
 Yes. I learned valuable communication, presentation 

and interaction skills whilst attending St. Columb’s. 
Respect, kindness and discipline were instilled from 
the beginning at the College and as the years passed 
one was required to become more responsible for 
his work and actions. Playing rugby and being Head 
Boy provided me with leadership and organisation 
skills which have been invaluable to me in both 
career and life.

8. Finally, If you could go back and study at St. 
Columb’s again, would you?

 Most definitely – it has been one of the most 
memorable and enjoyable periods of my life to date.

Emmet Quigley : 1997

1. When did you attend  
St. Columb’s College    
as a pupil?

 From 1990 to 1997.
 
2. Can you remember why 

you chose to study at 
St. Columb’s College?

 Its reputation as one 
of the best grammar 
schools in the North 
West.

 
3. What were your favourite subjects?
 I loved History and PE.
 
4. What was school life like back when you studied 

at St. Columb’s?
 A lot different to today I would imagine - blackboards 

and chalk were the norm in most classrooms. I left 
St. Columb’s at a time just before the dawn of the 
internet and mobile phones.

 5. What are the biggest changes you have seen in 
our school since you left?

 Buncrana Road underwent a massive expansion just 
after I left in 1997 to accommodate the Bishop Street 
pupils. My brother, another past pupil, who was two 
years below me, told me the changes were very 
impressive.

 
6. Do you have any favourite memories you would 

like to share?
 Travelling from Strabane every day, there was always 

great banter in the bus amongst the fellow Strabane 
St. Columb’s pupils. I was also extremely proud to 
be elected Deputy Head Prefect.

 7. Did you learn anything valuable in your time at 
the school?

 St. Columb’s illustrious list of famous alumni. I 
continue to remind friends and work colleagues of 
these people to this day.

 
8. Finally, If you could go back and study at St. 

Columb’s again, would you?
 In a second.
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Mark Quigley : 1992

1. When did you attend  
St. Columb’s College  
as a pupil?

 From 1985 to 1992.
 
2. Can you remember why 

you chose to study at 
St. Columb’s College?

 I chose to study at St. 
Columb’s because of the 
excellent reputation of the 
school and also because my father had attended the 
school.

 
3. What were your favourite subjects?
 My favourite subjects were English, French and 

History.
 
4. What was school life like back when you studied 

at St. Columb’s?
 I imagine school life back in my day was much the 

same as it is today. Classes started at 9.15 am and 
finished at 3.30 pm. There were usually eight periods 
each day with a break for roll call mid morning and a 
40 minute lunch break. One of the main differences 
would be that when I started St. Columb’s corporal 
punishment still existed - albeit for only a year - and 
this served as an incentive to keep your head down 
and get your work done. Some of the teachers had 
nick names for the leather straps they used. Another 
difference was the number of clergy on the teaching 
staff; when I attended St. Columb’s there were still a 
few priests teaching at the school.

 
5. What are the biggest changes you have seen in 

the school since you left?
 The biggest change I have seen in the school is 

obviously the relocation of the whole school to 
Buncrana Road and the fact that there are no longer 
any clergy on the teaching staff. When I attended 
Buncrana Road it was a lot smaller than it is now. 
Other than that the school appears much the same; 
the ethos and ambience of St. Columb’s appears 
unchanged. 

 
6. Do you have any favourite memories you would 

like to share?
 I have many favourite memories from my time at St. 

Columb’s including the Valedictory Night in Bishop 
Street; it was nice to have the leaving Mass in the 
place where you first started life in St. Columb’s as a 
fresh faced eleven year old.

 
7. Did you learn anything valuable in your time at 

the school?
 There were many things I learned at the College of a 

non academic nature including to not take yourself 
too seriously.

 
8. Finally, if you could go back and study at St. 

Columb’s again, would you?
 I would most definitely study at St. Columb’s; I have 

two sons at the school in Year 11 and Year 12 and 
they appear to enjoy their time at the school as much 
as I did.

Dermot Mc Closkey : 1987

1. When did you attend  
St. Columb’s College  
as a pupil?

 From 1980 to 1987.
 
2. Can you remember why 

you chose to study at 
St. Columb’s College?

 As far as my parents 
were concerned, St. 
Columb’s College was 
the only place to attend. I lived in Feeny at a time 
when St. Patrick’s College in Maghera was gaining 
an excellent reputation, but still, despite many of my 
class friends opting to go there, I headed to Derry! 
The legendary reputation of the College was the big 
pull for my parents.

 
3. What were your favourite subjects? 
 I can’t say that I had any favourite; each subject was 

a means to an end! I was equally as good in each 
subject or equally as bad depending how you look at 
it.

 
4. What was school life like back when you studied 

at St. Columb’s?
 I don’t think St. Columb’s was any different to any 

other school. I found each teacher to be fair as 
long as you did your best. Some teachers were 
supportive to the boys from the country; they most 
likely were country folk too. 

 
 There was a great sporting tradition at school, 

soccer as ever was the key sport of the time, but 
teachers such as John Donaghey, John Fullerton, 
Brian Trainor and Tony Furey kept the Gaelic spirit 
alive within Derry City at the time. Many of the 
matches were played on a Saturday and the people 
named above would have taken up twenty lads to 
Omagh, Toomebridge, Enniskillen and even as far 
as Monaghan. I don’t think that we appreciated that 
they gave willingly of their time and probably without 
thanks.
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 I found the first five years to be tough. Every day 
was full to capacity; nine subjects squeezed into 
a timetable meant work, work, work and very little 
fun. Looking back, each teacher had their targets to 
meet; it was roll in and roll out, I don’t think things 
have changed to the present day.

 
 When I went to St. Columb’s, the 1980 Hunger Strike 

came to the fore and all the unrest that went with it. 
Some mornings we left home at 8.00 am and didn’t 
know if we would get home at 5.00 pm. One such 
morning our Christmas exams were on, my Mum, 
in her wisdom, sent me on to school, expecting me 
to see my friends from Park, Claudy and Craigbane. 
Did I not feel a right eejit when I found that they had 
stayed at home? I didn’t even get home that night! I 
had to stay in a friend’s house in Derry.

  Sixth Form was a much more pleasurable 
experience; anyone who came back wanted to be 
there. I suppose we had all reached an age where 
we had some sense as regards no sense. There was 
a pleasant atmosphere, a rapport developed with all 
members of staff. Life long friendships were firmly 
established here.

 

5. What are the biggest changes you have seen in 
our school since you left?

 The handing over of Bishop Street to Lumen Christi 
was the end of an era. From this came the state 
of the art new St. Columb’s.  Although it must be 
more manageable not having a split site, there had 
been an opportunity for an easier transition between 
Primary and Post Primary lost.

 
6. Do you have any favourite memories you would 

like to share?
 I always enjoyed the camaraderie of my fellow pupils. 

I have many fond memories of the school but too 
many to share.

 
7. Did you learn anything valuable in your time at 

the school?
 Treat people with manners and respect, have a 

sense of humour and, of course, a good work ethic 
and you can go anywhere.

 
8. Finally, If you could go back and study at St. 

Columb’s again, would you?
 I would, no hesitation.

Interviews with Daniel Callaghan
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Sport

Soccer 2010-2011
2011 was a year of unprecedented success on the 
football field, with St. Columb’s creating history by 
winning three Northern Ireland Cups on the same day 
at the Ballymena Show Grounds on April 6th 2011. 
The Under-14 team then went to Wales where they 
triumphed in the British Isles Championships.

The Under-12 Team, managed by Mr Ryan Horner and 
Mr Xavier Prigent and captained by Joseph McCartie, 
triumphed 2-0 against Ashfield, with the goal scorers 
being Liam Clarke and Stephen Bulloch.

The Under-14 squad, coached by Mr Mark Tracey and 
Mr James Green, defeated St. Malachy’s College Belfast 
1-0 with the winning goal from team captain Mikhail 
Kennedy. The team then represented Northern Ireland 
at the British Isles Championships held in Wales. There 
they defeated the Welsh side Syr Hugh Owen 2-0, 
the Scottish side Musselburgh 4-1 before defeating 
the Welsh team Pentrehafod 2-1 in the final. What a 
fantastic achievement! Officials gave special mention to 
the team Captain, Mikhail Kennedy, for his outstanding 
performances, with midfielder Ben Higgins deserving 
mention for scoring two goals in the final. 

The Under-16 team, under the guidance of Mr Brian 
Trainor and the captaincy of Jason McKinney, defeated 
Laurel Hill 1-0, with the winning goal being a simply 
glorious effort from Michael Duffy. 

Our Under-18 team could have made it a clean sweep, 
but for a heart-breaking loss on penalties in the quarter 
final.

We are also very proud indeed of our players who have 
received recognition at international level playing for 
Northern Ireland over this past two seasons: Caoimhin 
Bonnar (Under-18), Aaron McEneff (Under-16 Captain), 
Sean Mullan (Under-16), Ben McFadden (Under-16), 
Jack Higgins (Under-16), Corey Hegarty (Under-16), and 
Mikhail Kennedy (Under-16).

With all this unprecedented success, St. Columb’s received 
a large amount of positive exposure through the media with 
even Sky Sports News making its first visit to the school! 
Sean Mullan appeared live on Sky Sports, playing for 
Northern Ireland in the Sky Sports Victory Shield.

To celebrate an historic year for football in St. Columb’s 
formally, a major event was held in the College in June 
2011. The President of the Irish Football Association, Mr 
Jim Shaw, its Chief Executive, Mr Patrick Nelson and the 
then Northern Ireland manager, Mr Nigel Worthington 
visited our school, presented our pupils with their medals 
and praised St. Columb’s unique place in the history of 
Northern Ireland Schools’ football.

2011 was certainly a tremendous year for soccer on St. 
Columb’s College!

Under-12 victory celebrations The Under-16 team with their trophy
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Teams

Under-12
Gareth Muldoon, Daniel Dolan, Dylan Mooney, Joseph 
McCartie, Liam Clarke, Matthew Kirk, Stephen Bullock, 
Matty Doherty, Seamus Quinn, Diarmuid McDermott, 
Stephen Duffy, Tiarnan Hargan, Patrick O’Kane, Ciaran 
Deerey, Matthew Doherty, Ryan Thompson, Dermott 
McCrossan, Jacob Heaney-Henderson.

Under-14
Dylan Doherty, Dean McCafferty, Paddy Slevin, Colm 

Mikhail Kennedy celebrates scoring 
winning goal for the Under-14 side

Under-14 goal celebrations Captains Jason McKinney (Under-16) 
Joe McCartie (Under-14) and 
Mikhail Kennedy (Under-14)

Nigel Worthington with the three winning captains, Jason McKinney, Mikhail Kennedy and Joe McCartie

Breslin, Conor Quigley, Stephen Duffy, Jack Higgins, 
Conor McDermott, Eoin McNeill, Mikhail Kennedy, Dylan 
McClean, Ben Doherty, Michael Lynch, Declan Harley, 
Gavin Doherty, Kieran Duffy.

Under-16
Patrick Quigley, Conor Barr, Caolan Fullerton, Emmet 
McBride, Jason McKinney, Conor Harkin, Ryan Harkin, 
Corey Hegarty, Michael Duffy, Aaron McEneff, Paul 
Ramsey, Adam McKeever, Jonathan Quigley, Michael 
Doherty, Emmet McGilloway, Stephen Tabbitt.
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Under-12 Soccer Squad 2011-2012
Back row (left to right): Mr X Prigent, Nathan Breslin, Ryan Doran, Braonan Walker, Morgan Murray, Conan Doherty, 
Dylan Sweeney, Mark Doherty, Ruairi O’Boyle, Aaron McGurk, Ross Nicholas, Mr R Horner
Front row (left to right): Callum Feeney, Joshua Green, Jack Malone (Captain), Aoifen McBrearty, Dylan Brady 
(Vice-Captain), Scott Rice, Odhran Casey, Ciaranie Morrin       

Under-14 Soccer Squad 2011-2012
Back row (left to right): Caolan Doherty, Rory Holden, Caoihmin McCallion, Shane Boyle, Anthony Gillespie, Dylan 
Doherty, Tiernan Hargan, Tiernan Canning, Darren Rush, Mark McAdams, Emmet Hargan   
Front row (left to right): Matthew Kirk, Matthew Doherty, Joe McCartie, Seamus Quinn, Conor Quigley (Captain), Liam 
Clarke, Stephen Duffy, Caillin McLaughlin 
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Under-16 Gaelic Team 2011-2012
Back row (left to right): Mr N Finn, Niall Doherty, Callum Hutchman, Martin Lynch, Eoin Devine, Paul Ferris, Tiarnan 
McShane, Michael Kelly, Mikhail Kennedy, Daryl Mallet, Dylan McCallion
Front row (left to right): Cathal McKane, Conor Gormley, Cein McCloskey, Fintan Gormley, Conal Duffy, Tomás McCrossan 
(Captain), Michael McCallion, Damian Watson, Fionan Smyth, Ciaran McGowan, Aarron Donaghy, Rian Walker

Under-18 Rugby Team 2011-2012
Back row (left to right): Steven Toland, Ciaran Cairns, Ryan McParland, Colm McGurk, Conor O’Hare, Andrew Bolster, 
Nick Taggart (Captain), Fionn Cooper, Bobby Crumley, John Doherty, Ciarán Brown, Gareth McLain, Mr L Mosby
Front row (left to right): Owen McAuley, Ethan Meehan, Ruari Kehoe, Jordan McGeady, Liam McAree, Reuben 
Holywood, Jordan Breslin, Darren Quinn
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St. Columb’s Rugby Season 2010-2012

Following on from last season’s development, rugby has 
continued to progress at all levels at St. Columb’s. Player 
commitment and enthusiasm has been maintained at 
a pleasing level in all age groups, retaining a core of 
players who had taken up the sport last season, along 
with the addition of several new players this season.

Under-14 and Year 8 Rugby
An Under-14 side was maintained throughout the 
2010-2011 season, again introducing a large number 
of new players to the game. The team competed in 
two blitz competitions and Year 9 and Year 8 pupils 
also combined to field an Under-13 side against Lisneal 
College. The players had many positive experiences of 
rugby to share with Jack Lafferty stating ‘I have enjoyed 
going out and playing matches and making some good 
friends through training. Some of the benefits of rugby 
include getting fit and just having fun.’

Pleasingly, a Year 8 side was established from the 
outset of the season and it retained and developed a 
core of promising players. The side performed well in 
the regional blitz competition in Ballymoney, finishing 
as runners-up and winning a total of three out of four 
games. They then progressed through to the Ulster 
Regional Finals, bettering last year’s performance, and 
gave a good account of themselves. Currently there is 
a Year 8 rugby side, virtually all of whom are completely 
new to rugby and are making good progress.

James Clarke, Year 9, took up rugby last season and 
explained why he enjoys the game: ‘I enjoy running with 
the ball. The training is particularly good and of course 
winning matches.’ He described the benefits of playing as 
‘getting tougher and stronger and improving your general 
fitness. The comradeship in the team is great as well.’

Daniel Wright, Year 9, explained why he enjoys playing 
rugby: ‘I enjoy destroying boys in the scrums and the 
excitement of playing and taking part in a team.’

Both players have are now playing for the City of Derry 
Club outside school and look to have bright futures 
playing the game.

Whilst the challenging period of poor weather 
undoubtedly caused significant disruption to the 
completion of fixtures, a total of six different age group 
teams were fielded from St. Columb’s in the 2010-
2011 season. This provided a good barometer of the 
level of interest and enthusiasm from the boys and a 
solid platform has now been established for continued 
progress and participation in rugby next season. 

Under-16 Rugby
At the Under-16 level, player participation has remained 
high with consistently large numbers of players turning 
out for training. The 2010-2011 season came after a 
challenging year in which great progress was made; yet 
the side had remained winless. Success soon followed 
in the first game of the new season with a victory over 
Oakgrove College and the team went on to perform 
admirably in the High Schools’ Cup, losing narrowly in 
a battling display against a well established and much 
fancied Fivemiletown side. This in many ways was a yard 
stick of progress, as the Under-16 side of the previous 
season would not have competitively contested this 
fixture. The majority of Year 12 pupils from this team 
have now progressed on to play for the Under-18 side. 

With a relatively young player profile in the Under-16 
cohort, the option of competing in the ‘Medallion’ 
(Under-15) Schools’ Shield was taken. The side 
performed well to beat Strabane Grammar 60-0 
impressively, and it eventually lost narrowly to Regent 
House, a full rugby-playing school. The squad eventually 
exited the competition at the quarter-final stage.  A total 
of four Year 10 and Year 11 players have progressed 
through to various stages of the Regional Development 
Squad selection process.

The 2011-2012 season has again seen progress and a 
core of players have continued to develop their skills into 
a third year of playing rugby at the College.

The Under-16 side for the 2011-2012 season started 
brightly with the squad playing some attractive rugby, 
yet not achieving the results that their brand of rugby 

The current Under-14 side in action during an impressive 
win against Loreto, Milford
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Above: the current Under-16 side ‘packs down’ for 
some work on their scrimmaging technique

Opposite: Conor O’Hare climbs high as the front jumper 
in the lineout

Back row left to right:  Mr L Mosby, Declan Allen, Darragh Brown, Ronan Burns, Adam Duddy, Reuben Burns, Conor 
O’Hare (Captain) Brian O’Donnell, Ruaidhri O’Neill, Michael O’Connell, Ryan O’Kane
Front row left to right:  Dylan Quinn, Macky Martin, Brendan McGilligan, Liam McAree, Niall McDaid, Jordan McGeady, 
Rian Walker, Dylan Donaghy

Under-16 Rugby Team 2011-2012

deserved. Displaying resilience and an impressive 
attitude, to their credit the players stuck to their task 
and trained hard. The players then reaped some reward 
for their efforts as the side travelled to Glastry College, 
Newtownards to compete in the High Schools’ Cup 
and posted a well-earned victory. The side performed 
strongly in the face of adverse weather conditions and 
put into play some robust forward play through the likes 
of team Captain Conor O’Hare and Jordan McGeady to 
provide a platform for the College backs to attack the 
opposition. Reuben Holywood led the way in the centre 
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scoring two tries to add to his already impressive tally for 
both the Under-16 and Under-18 College teams.

The Under-16 side are now looking forward with eager 
anticipation to the next round as their victory has seen 
the College achieve the second round for the first time. 

Under-18 Rugby
The College fielded an Under-18 side for the first time 
in four years in the 2010-2011 season and competed 
successfully in a North West League competition, 
winning the majority of their games against schools 
such as St. Columba’s and Carndonagh Community 
School, who already have well established rugby sides. 
The competition was very well received by the players 
and the Under-18 side has successfully re-entered an 
eight team league this season. Both Aaron Deery and 
Ryan McParland progressed through to the final and 
full selection stages, respectively, of the Ulster Clubs 
Under-17 side and the 2011-2012 season has seen 
Conor O’Hare and Reuben Holywood achieve the final 
stages of the Ulster Club Squad selection process. 
Current form has seen the Under-18 team (pictured 
below) win the majority of their games and they are 
currently well placed in their competition. Again, player 
participation was high and the current season has seen 

the squad strengthened through the recruitment of 
new players, all contributing to a team that is playing 
an exciting brand of attacking rugby (although the 
experience of listening to the singing from certain team 
members on the return bus journey from an away win 
does make you wonder if the victory was really worth 
it?). 

Players have undoubtedly gained positive experiences 
playing rugby and Ciarán Brown, Year 14, explains why 
he enjoys playing rugby at St Columb’s:

An accurate throw-in at the line out sees Conor O’Hare 
soar high to claim clean ball.

Back row (left to right): Steven Toland, Ciaran Cairns, Ryan McParland, Colm McGurk, Conor O’Hare, Andrew Bolster, 
Nick Taggart (Captain), Fionn Cooper, Bobby Crumley, John Doherty, Ciarán Brown, Gareth McLain, Mr L Mosby
Front row (left to right): Owen McAuley, Ethan Meehan, Ruari Kehoe, Jordan McGeady, Liam McAree, Reuben 
Holywood, Jordan Breslin, Darren Quinn

Under-18 Rugby Team 2011-2012
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St. Columb’s College 33, Loreto Milford 5

The St. Columb’s Under-18 Rugby team continued 
their fine form in the North West Schools’ League 
competition with a pleasing victory over Loreto, Milford. 
Right from the outset the College forward pack made 
life uncomfortable for their opponents with the front 
row of Ciarán Brown, Jordan McGeady and Jack Kite 
providing the corner stone of a powerful scrummaging 
performance, ably assisted by second rows John 
Doherty and Bobby Crumley. 

St. Columb’s quickly settled into an effective pattern of 
play with powerful back row carries from Conor O’Hare 
and Darren Quinn providing a steady stream of clean 
ball in loose play. The first try was not long in coming 
as an accurate pass from centre Rory Kehoe put Colm 
McGurk away in the corner for a well-taken winger’s try. 
Nick Taggart soon added to the College’s tally as the 
number eight spotted a gap from the base of the scrum 
and raced half of the length of the pitch to score under 
the posts. 

The College side started the second half brightly and 
maintained pressure on their opponents as centre 
Reuben Holywood and full back Ethan Meehan probed 
the opposition defence with elusive running, with Niall 
Kelly in close support. With James Lynch and Gareth 
McLain ably directing play at half back, the College side 
eventually found themselves poised in a strong attacking 
position on the opposition 22 with the put-in at the 
scrum. Colm McGurk then stepped forward to score 
an excellent try - straight from the training ground - as 
he came in off his wing and emerged on the outside 
half’s shoulder to crash through the defence and beat 
no fewer than four players to score. A few minutes 
later a ‘Man of the Match’ performance was capped by 
Colm McGurk as a repeat of the earlier move saw him 
beat several players and unselfishly offload the ball for 
the strong running Reuben Holywood to score. Loreto 
battled admirably and scored a consolation try late in 
the game, however, St. Columb’s had the final say as an 
encouraging afternoon’s work was rounded off by Rory 
Kehoe whose strong centre play saw him crash over 
from close range for his third try in three games.
 
A pleasing performance from the whole squad, who 
continue to make great progress. Well done boys!

Mr Lee Mosby

Under-18 Rugby Match 
Report St. Columb’s v 
Loreto Milford 

Monday 21st November 2011

Reuben Holywood breaks through a tackle before 
outpacing the opposition defence to score in the corner

‘The banter mainly, the team bus on away games, the 
feeling when you have won and when you know you 
have put in a good performance.’  He also feels that he 
has benefited from ‘improving fitness levels and sharing 
goals and the commitment of being part of a team.’

Rugby is certainly growing in popularity at St. Columb’s 
and an increasing number of boys have taken up the 
sport. All new players - both experienced and completely 
new to the game - are very welcome. See the PE notice 
board for details or speak to Mr Mosby. Finally, a big 
word of thanks to Stone River Paving and Patios for their 
generous sponsorship.

Mr Lee Mosby
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As one of the few people in Derry who would call their 
first sport basketball I have heard it all from ‘Don’t you 
have to be tall to play basketball?’ to ‘Do you play 
up front or in the defence?’ Due to the sheer lack of 
knowledge and interest in basketball, I was shocked to 
hear that we - of all sports teams -  had secured funding 
and permission to take nearly thirty boys to England, 
where, if lucky, we wouldn’t lose by too much. We would 
face St. Peter’s - a school renowned for its basketball 
ability and a team who only last year won the National 
Championships. Our now-famous coach - Mr Ciaran 
‘Stevo’ ‘The Big Man’ Stevenson - really did have high 
expectations for our expedition to Manchester.  Despite 
the presence of ‘The Big Man’, however, we would 
also have our secret weapon - the ace up our sleeve, 
if you will - with the presence of Mr James Green, who 
would be making his long awaited return to St Peter’s. 
Mr Green basically knew everyone in Manchester; 
everywhere we went there was always someone who 
would say ‘Alright James’ or ‘Good to see you James’.  
However, what else would you expect from Mr Green?  

Two teachers, twenty six students, one city and a whole 
lot of Foursquare (it’s this pure sweet card game; it’s 
really addictive and I would sincerely recommend it). This 
is our story.

Two teams left City of Derry Airport on the 22nd 
September 2011, an Under-16 team and an Under-19 
team. The flight was nothing special, the only incident 

The Miracle of Manchester

was the absolutely terrifying turbulence we experienced 
as we descended, but apart from that it was fine. Our 
first stop was St. Peter’s for a coaching session with 
one of the top Manchester coaches. Once the training 
session had finished we scuttled along to our hotel. The 
other guests staying in the hotel looked on in dismay 
as all 28 of us sauntered in. Despite this, rooms were 
assigned and dinner was eaten in the local pool hall (yes, 
a pool hall). Once back at the hotel, we were ordered to 
our rooms for the rest of the night………or were we? Of 
course not, is the answer you’re looking for! At precisely 
half past eleven the first tournament of Foursquare 
began (it really is a special game) and not until the early 
hours of the morning did it finish.

We all awoke bright and early on the second day with 
the memory of Foursquare fresh in our minds. It was 
game time and everyone was in that sort of mood where 
no one really knew what to say. Once our free lunch was 
eaten the Under-16 match tipped off. I won’t get into 
too much detail, but led by a simply unstoppable Jordan 
McClelland the team rallied and put in the performances 
of their lives to beat their English counterparts. The 
Under-19 match, however, was a different matter. 
Despite living with the National Champions for the 
majority of the game - and matching their performance 
point for point for the majority of the match - the sheer 
fitness of the English team was too much in the end. 
Winning isn’t everything though, and we quickly forgot 
about the result and went to see one of the best films of 
the year.

St. Columb’s College Basketball Squad on its visit to Manchester
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The film in question was ‘Warrior’.  It perfectly combined 
bloody violence with good acting and storyline. It was 
like all the ‘Rocky’ films combined. Pity we didn’t watch 
it before the match!

On the penultimate day of our tour we attended another 
training session with another great coach and made our 
way to the ridiculously big Trafford Centre. We spent a 
blisteringly long time there; it was simply too big and in 
some cases it had the same store only two stores apart - 
which is quite pointless if you ask me. Then we made our 
way to a Division Three League Manchester Magic game. 
The standard was quite high, despite only being Division 
Three. That Saturday was very tiring but that didn’t deter 
our desire for some mindless gambling. Yes, it was time for 
Foursquare (I can’t explain in words how good this game 
is!). We played until the early morning (despite having to 
get up early the next morning for our flight home). Money 
exchanged hands, tempers were lost and the satisfied 
winners went to bed with smiles on their faces!

The final day of our trip started pretty normally; we 
loaded up on bacon and sausages.  However the end of 

the day would be far from normal! We met in the foyer of 
the hotel for our departure via coach. Once at the airport 
all 28 of us checked in and waited for the flight. I entered 
the plane with trepidation. Not being a keen flyer the 
next hour and a half was a living hell. The moment we 
lifted the turbulence kicked in and basically didn’t stop 
until we reached Derry. When we reached our supposed 
destination, however, we were informed that we were to 
be diverted to Belfast International. So we made our way 
through the turbulence-filled air and just about landed 
in Belfast. That flight has scarred me for life; the sheer 
terror will never be forgotten for a long time! We were 
then bundled onto a bus and slowly but surely made our 
way back home. 

Despite all this, the morale of ‘The Big Man’, Ciaran 
Stevenson and ‘The Living Legend’, James Green 
remained undeterred and they continued to crack one 
liners for the entire journey back. The fact that we even 
got off that flight actually is why we shall always refer to 
that trip as ‘The Miracle of Manchester’.

Richard Wright

Michael Brennan (Captain), Neil McLaughlin and Jordan McClelland exchanging gifts with their Manchester counterparts
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Gaelic

It was a disappointing year in Gaelic games.  The Herald 
Cup Team (Under-16) came closest to reaching a final, 
eventually losing the semi-final to St. Louis’ Kilkeel 
having led for most of the game.  The MacLarnon Team 
(Under-18) lost to St. Paul’s Bessbrook in the last 16 
Round.  The Loch an Iúir (Under-14) and Corn Colmcille 
(Under-13) Teams lost in the quarter finals also.  The 
Treanor Cup Team (Under-15) failed to qualify from the 
group stages.  The Year 8 pupils trained every week 
under Coach Paul Simpson and Mr James McQuillan 
participating in five local blitzes and made decent 
progress.  Rory Moore was selected as the Derry Minor 
Captain with other county representatives being Eoin 
Devine (Under-16), Damien Watson (Under-15), Paul 
Ferris (Under-15) and Martin Lynch (Under-15).  The Year 
10 Gaelic Team secured the Brian Óg McKeever Seven-
a-side Memorial Competition. 

Hurling

The school fielded a number of Hurling teams and 
Deaglan Foley, Brendan Douban, Dermot Mackie and 
Jason McBrearty made the Derry Development squads.  
The school also won the Cu Chullainn Cup in Belfast at 
Under-15 level along with Oakgrove College, a cross-
community competition run to increase awareness of 
Gaelic games among all sections of the community.

Basketball

St Columb’s continued to make fine progress in 
basketball.  The Under-19 Team reached the quarter final 
of the All-Ireland Championships losing to Tallaght.  The 
Under-16 Team reached the All-Ireland League play-off.  
Jordan McClelland made the Ulster Under-15 squad.

Cricket

The College also fielded a Under-14 Cricket team in the 
Regional Development League under the guidance of Mr 
Paul McGarry.

Athletics

In Athletics, the main team successes were:  Ulster 
School’ Cross Country Junior Event Bronze; 
Intermediate Team Silver.  Individually, Shane McGowan 
(Year 10) was the star athlete winning Gold in the 
All-Ireland Junior Boys 800m and third in the All-
Ireland Cross-Country Junior Boys.  Andrew Bolster 
won Gold in Ulster and took All-Ireland Bronze in the 
400m Hurdles.  Sean Harkin took Silver at the Ulster 
Intermediate Cross-Country and Ryan McFarland won 
the Ulster Schools’ 100m Hurdles.

Chess

Ulster Schools’ Individual Chess Championship. 
U-19 Chess Champion Leon Hulleman.
U-16 Runner-up - Micheal Kelly.
League Winners - Senior and U-14 Teams.
U-14 Senior Teams - Ulster Schools Team 
Championship. 
U-14 Bronze Medallists. 
Senior Team Silver Medallists in the All-Ireland Schools 
Finals.

Swimming

Ulster Grammar Schools Swimming Gala 2nd in 
Intermediate Butterfly (Connell O’Brien). Junior Butterfly 
4th (Callum O’Brien); Individuals 2nd and 4th - Shane 
McClean.
Ulster Secondary Schools Swimming - Connell O’Brien - 
2nd Intermediate Boys Butterfly.

Other Significant Events

Year 12 pupils Jonathon Quigley and Connell O’Brien 
were chosen as Young Sports’ Ambassadors for the 
school and attended a number of workshops in Belfast 
listening to various great Olympians pass on their 
sporting experiences.  These pupils organised a very 
successful swimming gala for feeder primary schools.

The school applied for a Sport NI grant of £245,000 
towards the cost of a new multi-purpose 3G pitch on 1st 
December 2010.  Plans were finally passed in July 2011.

Mr Eamon Burns
Head of PE

Sporting Successes
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Three Sporting Legends of St. Columb’s

Martin O’Neill: 
Playing for clubs as 
diverse as Distillery, 
Nottingham Forest, 
Norwich City, Manchester 
City, Notts County, 
Chesterfield, Fulham 
and, of course, Northern 
Ireland. Managing a 
remarkable range of clubs 
including Grantham Town, 
Shepshed Charterhouse, 
Wycombe Wanderers, 
Norwich City, Leicester 
City, Celtic and Aston 
Villa - not to mention 
Sunderland. That’s some 

sporting career, don’t you think? That’s Martin O’Neill; 
undoubtedly one of St. Columb’s finest sporting icons. 

Martin O’Neill was born in Kilrea in 1952. His father 
established the local Gaelic team, Padraig Pearse’s 
Kilrea.  His brothers Gary and Leo were members 
of the Derry Senior Gaelic team that won the Ulster 
Championship. You can see, therefore, where he got his 
talents from! Martin also played for Kilrea and for Derry. 
He was also a member of the St. Columb’s College 
Gaelic team while he was boarding at the school. When 
he moved to Belfast (and St. Malachy’s College – helping 
them win the 1970 MacRory Cup) his football talents 
were spotted. He played for Lisburn Distillery and was 
involved in winning the Irish Cup. When he moved to 
Nottingham Forest, he played during their ‘Golden Era’. 
He helped the club gain promotion to the country’s top 
league (the then First Division).  During his time with 
Forest, the club won the League Title once, the League 
Cup two times and the European Cup twice (although 
O’Neill did not play in the first European Cup Final 
due to injury)! O’Neill also enjoyed a very successful 
international career with Northern Ireland and captained 
the 1982 Northern Ireland World Cup squad which 
reached the Quarter Final stage, memorably defeating 
the mighty Spanish side on home soil in Seville. 

Following his retirement from playing in 1985, O’Neill 
moved into management.  After working at a couple 
of lower-league clubs he was appointed Wycombe 
Wanderers Manager and got them from the Football 
Conference to the Football League, the team’s first 
time in the League. O’Neill won the FA Trophy twice 
while with Wycombe. He won the League Cup while 
managing Norwich City and they also qualified for the 
UEFA Cup. While managing Celtic the ‘Hoops’ achieved 
qualification to the UEFA Champions’ League not 
just once but three times!  Under his guidance Celtic 
qualified for the 2003 UEFA Cup Final where they played 
Porto but lost 3-2.  O’Neill’s last game with Celtic saw 
them win the 2005 Scottish Cup, the last of seven 

trophies under his management. Since leaving Parkhead 
O’Neill has managed Aston Villa and is the current boss 
at Sunderland.  In 2004 Martin O’Neill was awarded an 
OBE for his services to sport.

Darron Gibson:  
Darron Gibson is another 
of the St. Columb’s 
sporting icons. Gibson 
initially played senior 
football for Derry and 
District League and later 
with Institute. He went on 
to play for Manchester 
United, making his debut 
on 26th October 2005. 
During the 2005-2006 
season, Gibson played 
in the Manchester United 
Reserve squad, helping 
them achieve a ‘treble’. 

In 2006 he won the ‘Jimmy Murphy’ Award, recognising 
him as Manchester United’s Youth Player of the Year. 
Gibson then went on to play for United’s senior team 
and played in their pre-season games.  He made his 
Premier League debut in November 2008 and played 
along with the team in the 2008 FIFA Club World Cup, in 
Japan. There he picked up a winner’s medal as United 
took the prestigious title. 

In January 2009 Gibson scored his first goal for United 
in the FA Cup.  He started along with Paul Scholes in 
midfield, for the 2009 Football League Cup Final against 
Tottenham Hotspur. Gibson scored his first Premier 
League goal during the last game of the 2008-2009 
season.  This success undoubtedly helped the club’s 
decision to extend his contract for another three years. 
In the Quarter Finals of the 2009 League Cup, Gibson 
scored both of United’s goals, thus securing their place 
in the competition’s Semi-Finals.  In 2011 Gibson scored 
the second goal of United’s 4-1 victory over Schalke in 
the Champions League Semi-Final. 

Gibson has also played for the Republic of Ireland team. 
In 2005-2006 he captained the Under-18 and Under-21 
teams. He was also included in the senior squad in 
the Euro 2008 qualifiers.  He made his first start for the 
Ireland team in 2008 against Cyprus and scored his first 
goal for the national team against Wales in 2011. 

On 13th January 2012, Gibson signed for Everton (having 
previously failed to agree personal terms for a move to 
Sunderland), thus opening up a new and exciting chapter 
in his already-remarkable career.  In the same month 
he scored his first goal for his new club in a 1-0 victory 
against Premier League leaders Manchester City.
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Brian Dooher: 
Winning three All-
Ireland Senior Football 
Championships, five 
Ulster Senior Football 
Championship and two 
National League Cups, 
along with three All-Star 
Awards and six Ulster 
All-Stars; I think that is 
a way of demonstrating 
your immense talent 
for Gaelic football, 
don’t you? Former St. 
Columb’s College student 
Brian Dooher is hugely 

respected in the world of Gaelic sport and is widely 
regarded as a hardworking player and an accurate point 
scorer. As one of his Tyrone county teammates said in 
2003, ‘I wouldn’t be able to play to my strengths without 
Brian’s work rate’.  In the same newspaper article, 
Dooher was described as the ‘hardest working footballer 
in Ireland’.

In 2002 Dooher helped Tyrone win their first National 
League Title, beating Cavan in the Final. The following 
year, 2003, was a ‘Golden Year’ for Tyrone. The ‘Red 
Hand’ county won the Ulster Championship beating 
Down in the Final. Tyrone also won their first All-Ireland 
Title and Dooher was awarded an All-Star Award for his 
performances during that most memorable year. 

When Tyrone’s captain Cormac McAnallen tragically 
died in 2004, Dooher was handed the county team’s 
captaincy. In 2005 Tyrone won the All-Ireland for the 
second time. In 2008 Tyrone faced the formidable 
Kerry in the All-Ireland Final and once again victory 
was achieved. Dooher became, therefore, one of the 
few county team captains to ever lead his team to two 
All-Ireland Championships. In 2009 he received his third 
All-Star Award. 

In September 2011 Brian Dooher announced he 
was retiring from inter-county football after a hugely-
successful 16 year run.

Peter Madden

Current Sports Stars
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The diversity of St. Columb’s College is  
unrivalled. The school is home to many 
extra-curricular activities. One of the newest 
additions is the St. Columb’s College Derry 
City Football Club Supporters’ Club - or 
the ‘SCCDCFCSC’ to its members! The 
Supporters’ Club was only set up within 
the last year, but had been worked on for 
two years prior. I interviewed the Chairman, 
Ciarán Brown, to find out how successful 
the first year was and to discover his plans 
for the coming years.  

Why was the SCCDCFCSC set up?
With Derry being a football city and with the College being 
a football school, it was surprising that the only senior 
professional football club in Derry does not get more 
support, both from the community and our school. So, 
finding myself in need of a distraction from my GCSEs, 
Mrs Bernie Boyle and I began working  and gaining 
permission to set up a Derry City Supporters’ Club with 
the aim of getting more young people in the school to 
support their local team rather than supporting clubs 
which are far away.

How happy are you with the first year?
Content but not happy. I feel the first year was a ‘learning 
curve’. However, we managed to get set up and be 
officially recognised by Derry City Football Club and other 
Supporters’ Clubs, and I am pleased about that. I am very 
happy with the way the Supporters’ Club is perceived 
outside the school, but inside the school I feel we have a 
lot of work to do to increase the profile of our club. 

What have you done to be recognised by Derry City 
FC?
We are constantly in contact with the Derry City FC 
Board, which co-operates fully with any requests we 
make. Furthermore, it was the then manager Stephen 
Kenny and players who attended our official launch in the 
school in early 2011.

Come On the Candy Stripes!

How do you think you can change the 
status of the Supporters’ Club in the 
school?
I believe it is vital that more events be held 
in our name. If we begin to get Derry City 
players in more often to work with the 
players in the school, it would help our 
profile. Moreover, I think we need to hold 
larger events - and we have a number of 
ideas at the moment - and advertise the 
Supporters’ Club on all possible occasions 
around the school. 

How vital is the support of the school and how 
supportive have the school been?
The school has been very supportive; they have gone out 
of their way to help us and give us support. The school 
has been consistently helpful, never turning away an idea, 
accepting proposals - even if they didn’t fully believe it 
would be a success - while still willing to put their support 
behind us and help encourage the Supporters’ Club to 
grow.  Unquestionably, without the support of the school, 
the Supporters’ Club would not have survived its first 
year. 

What are your goals for the coming year?
Our goals for this year are to build our reputation outside 
school, get known as a vocal support and assist Derry 
City in fundraising. We aim to create a ‘diehard’ element 
in younger generations and hope to get more of our 
students to go to matches. We would also like to begin 
to assist Derry City fans in other schools to help in the 
formation of Supporters’ Clubs in their schools.

How far can the Supporters’ Club go?
That depends on the current members! I will be leaving St. 
Columb’s at the end of the year and will be handing over 
the chairmanship of the Supporters’ Club. With the right 
guidance and attitude, I see no reason why St. Columb’s 
College, with more than 1,500 students, cannot become 
one of the largest supporting groups in the city. 

Nathan Adam

Back Row L-R: Mr Ruaidhri Higgins, David 
O’Doherty, Ciarán Brown, Mr Stephen Kenny, 
Darren Tierney, Nathan Adam
Front Row L-R: David Mc Daid, Cormac Durey, 
Tiernan Hargan, Aidan Dunne, Callum Divin, 
Conor McCallion, Ruairi Harkin, Mr Daniel Lafferty

➢
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Trips and Visits

China Trip April 2011
From 15th - 30th April 2011, seven St. Columb’s 
students accompanied by Ms Marion Lübbeke, Mr Noel 
Finn, and Mrs Philomena McShane, went on a once in a 
lifetime study trip to China. 

Through our two Chinese Language Assistants - Miss 
Zhao Jing and Mrs Bai Jie - links had been formed 
with Hangzhou Foreign Language School in Zheijiang 
Province on the East Coast of China and Yuxi No 3 
Middle School in Yunnan Province in the South West.

After spending our first day in China sightseeing 
in Shanghai, we travelled on to Hangzhou Foreign 
Language School, located in a city of eight million. The 
school, which looks more like a university campus, 
became our home for the first week. The majority of 
the 3,000 students are boarders, and live on campus.  
We attended Monday morning’s flag-raising ceremony, 
morning exercise, a Chinese lesson, a martial arts class 
and a pottery lesson.  We also enjoyed breakfast, lunch 
and dinner in the three-storey canteen.  In the afternoons 
we visited local attractions such as Westlake, the silk 
museum, Chinese Opera, a tea village, a Buddhist 
temple and a night market.  

At the weekend our seven students went home to their 
host families and experienced Chinese family life.  They 
all returned on Sunday evening laden with a multitude of 
Chinese gifts for themselves and their families and 
with tales of meeting family members, shopping, 
visiting Buddhist temples and amusement parks.  
All had had a fantastic experience!

At the start of the second week we flew to Kunming, 
where our second partner school is located.  The 
school Principal and her colleagues invited us to a 
traditional ‘Over Bridge Rice Noodles’ feast, which is a 
speciality of the region.  The hospitality and the warmth 
of the teachers were truly overwhelming.  In the same 
spirit we were received in Yuxi No 3 Middle School 
the next day.  There we attended classes, met with 
students, participated in a Kung Fu lesson, listened 
to the beautifully played ‘zheng’, a traditional Chinese 
instrument, and watched a spectacular Miao dance 
performance.  

For the rest of the visit, different activities were organised 
by the school which included a trip to the Western Hill, 
to the Yunnan Nationalities Village (a type of folk park).  
One of the highlights was a visit to the wildlife park, 
where we had the rare opportunity to see a giant panda, 
a white tiger and black swans.

St. Columb’s hopes to reciprocate this friendship when 
the first group of visitors from Hangzhou arrives in 
Derry in April 2012.  Plans are also underway in Yuxi 
Middle School to establish an exchange link between 
Derry and Yunnan Province.  Meanwhile, students will 
keep in touch with their partners in China and pupils 
throughout the year groups will continue to develop 
e-mail friendships with their partners on the other side of 
the world!

Mr Noel Finn

Hanghzou Foreign Language School Shanhai skyline
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In March 2011 pupils studying German from Year 10 
upwards were asked if they would like to take part in an 
exchange trip. It sounded like a journey of a life time and 
so I put my name forward. In September we received 
our various partners’ email addresses and began to 
e-mail them so as to find out a little bit about them.

On the 2nd of December 2011 12 pupils from Years 
10-14 left St. Columb’s, heading for Munich. It was a 
long journey down to Dublin - seeing as most of us were 
not long out of bed. On the trip we were accompanied 
by Ms Marion Lübbeke and Herr Rudi Schwittay. Our 
flight left Dublin at 4.00pm and we were in Munich by 
7.30pm.  There we were greeted by our exchange 
partners.  As we had only emailed or talked to our 
partners on Facebook, it was great meeting them for the 
first time. The German pupils had even gone to the effort 
of making a welcome poster, though I’m not sure if we 
all noticed as we had travelled for so long! We then went 
home to meet specific  partner’s family. I was staying 
with the Kornherr family. My partner was Lukas and 
he had three brothers, Merlin, Raphael and Jonas. We 
exchanged gifts but I was so tired that I decided to have 
an early night.

It was an early start on Monday morning and we had to 
get ready as we had to be at Unterschleißheim (the area 
we were staying in) S-Bahn Station at 9.15am. We then 
said goodbye to our partners and the Irish group headed 
in to Munich for the first time. Even being on the train for 

The St. Columb’s College - Carl Orff Gymnasium 
Exchange Trip December 2011

just a few minutes I could see how big Munich was. We 
then had a bus tour of Munich - seeing all the famous 
sites and buildings - and as we had been warned that 
there would be a test on it - we made sure we listened 
very carefully! After getting off the bus we took a short 
walk to Marienplatz, Munich’s main square. We made 
it just in time to hear the famous glockenspiel at 12.00 
noon. It was then decided that we would go a typical 
Bavarian Bierhall for lunch. The menu had many dishes 
that I had never heard of so I decided to go for the safe 
option, Currywurst mit Pommes. After lunch we headed 
back to Marienplatz to meet up with our partners. 
Now it was time for what a lot of us had been waiting 
for....Christmas Markets. I had heard about how good 
the markets were and they certainly lived up to their 
reputation! If it was Christmas decorations you wanted 
or a Bavarian drink the markets had it all. Many of us got 
our Christmas shopping done and one of the biggest 
obstacles out of the way, buying present for the family. 
It was then time for Mass but I have to admit, I didn’t 
understand a word of it!

In past years many of the families had complained that 
they hadn’t enough time to spend with the exchange 
partners so Sunday was our day with our family. It was 
great to be able to sleep in that morning, after the hectic 
past few days. I got up and went downstairs expecting 
to get breakfast but instead found the kitchen filled with 
cooking equipment. I was then told we were making 
Christmas buns. It was hard work - especially as I was 

In front of the house in Salzburg where Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was born
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told instructions in German - but the 
outcome was great. We then decided 
that we would go to a local Chinese 
restaurant for lunch which was good 
as it was like being home again. We 
went in and were told it was all you can 
eat.  By the time I was finished I was 
sure I wouldn’t be eating dinner that 
night! Lukas and I then decided to go 
over to visit Reuben and his partner, 
Michael, to watch Inception... only in 
German. I was so relieved to find there 
were English subtitles! After we headed 
home the whole family played a game 
in German - which I surprisingly won. 
Reuben and his partner also played 
Scrabble in German, and he too won. 
Other St. Columb’s students spent their 
day together. Coilean, Brian, Aaron, 
Oisin and their partners headed to BMW 
Welt which was followed by a visit to 
the Aeroplane Museum. Diarmaid went 
to watch Bayern Munich train and even 
got to meet Bastian Schweinsteiger!

We got up early again on Monday 
to go to school. We had to be there 
for 7.50am! We all thought that we 
had it bad! We all then saw Carl Orff 
Gymnasium, our partner school, for 
the first time. It was great to see a 
school similar to ours in Germany. 
We were warmly welcomed by the 
Principal, Herr Hautmann. I didn’t 
understand much of what he said, but 
I did understand him thanking us for 
‘bringing the rain with us’! We then had 
class with our partners for the first time. 
I was in a French lesson and I could 
only understand one thing, ‘Parlez-
vous français?’ The Irish students then 
left their partners and headed towards 
the bus which was taking us to the
home of Bavarian football, the Allianz Arena. The 
stadium was massive and it was amazing to be able 
to see the changing rooms where some of the world’s 
best players prepared for their match. Sadly there was 
no match to watch and we headed back to the school 
where we met our partners and headed home again.

Tuesday was the day that many members of the trip 
dreaded, a whole day in school. We once again had 
to be at the school for 7.50am and we headed to our 
classes. I was in a Business class which was followed by 
RE where the class were doing a test, which was a bit 
awkward. There were two twenty-minute breaks before 
lunch which was good as it broke up the morning. After 
lunch I had an English class, and I could certainly see 
why the German partners were so good at English. They 
were learning about many different tenses in English, 

and honestly I didn’t know half of 
them! At one stage I was referred 
to as the ‘Expert’ and was asked 
what tense to use. I said I would use 
both; luckily it was the right answer! 
That afternoon we classes in French, 
Biology and Maths. In Biology it was 
great to be able to see the different 
parts of the body I had learned in 
Ireland, in German. The final bell 
was at 3.30pm and many of us were 
relieved to get that day out of the way.

Wednesday was the day we had 
planned to go to the Bavaria Film 
Studios, but first of all we had to 
speak to some English classes. It 
went well and it was good to be able 
to speak about where we lived. Some 
of us did get asked weird questions; 
for example Brian was asked ‘What’s 
your favourite Aeroplane?’ Brian being 
Brian replied ‘the one that flies’. After 
speaking to the English classes we 
headed to the Film Studios. When 
we arrived we headed to the gift 
shop where Herr Schwittay found a 
Viking hat that suited him very well. 
We all then went to McDonalds, 
where some of us had a bit of trouble 
ordering but in the end we got our 
food. Then Ms Lübbeke told us there 
was a problem with the booking 
so we headed towards the square 
where the Oktoberfest was held, 
but again there was a problem. 
There was very heavy rain and so 
we decided it would be best just to 
head back to Unterschleißheim. By 
that stage we were all tired but we 
still had a Christmas Party to go to. 
The school had a party just for the 
students involved in the exchange 

and it was good fun. Herr Schwittay had a Santa hat on 
and we all had fun trying some Christmas drinks - which 
some people later regretted! We all had to bring a small 
Christmas present with us for Kris Kringle. Some of us 
received strange presents. Aaron was given a toilet roll! 

Thursday was another day that started with us talking to 
some English classes. It was sad as it was our last day in 
Carl Orff Gymnasium. That morning I attended an English 
class with some of the younger pupils. It was surprising 
just how much English they knew. After this we all 
headed into Munich to go to the Ice Rink. Most of us had 
never been to an ice rink before so we didn’t know what 
to expect. In the first few minutes many of us slipped 
on the ice, but soon some talent could be seen. Aaron 
certainly had the worst injuries but Diarmaid claimed to 
have not fallen the entire time! Ms Lübbeke and Herr 

Coilean Melarkey and Brian McCourt 
getting ready to enter the salt mine

Aaron Melarkey, Diarmaid Doherty, 
Peter Madden and Oisin Herron at 

the Olympic Stadium Ice Rink

Coilean Melarkey at the Allianz Arena
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Schwittay impressed us 
all with their skating skills. 
We then headed back to 
Unterschleißheim as that night 
they held a School Bazaar, 
similar to our Christmas Fayre. I 
was only there for a few minutes 
as Lukas and I then headed 
into Munich as his band, Public 
Irritation, were performing. It 
was a good night listening to 
great music but as we were not 
back to midnight I was asleep 
as soon as I got into bed.

Friday was our day in Austria. The school hired a bus 
for us and we all headed towards the salt mine in 
Berchtesgaden. Austria was a beautiful place and the 
Alps could be seen from every direction. The Salt Mine 
was great; it was amazing to see the kind of conditions 
that miners had worked in during the 400 years it had 
been open. We then headed towards the day’s highlight, 
Salzburg. There we had booked a Pizza restaurant 
which was a good time to sit down and discuss how the 
trip had gone so far. Nathan and I got into a race to eat 
the pizza and it was delicious! We then were given two 
hours to explore Salzburg. It was a beautiful city and the 
shops were great. However, lot of them were expensive 
and even looking at the shop windows I could see there 
was nothing in there we could afford. Many of us split 
into groups and explored Salzburg’s markets. It was 
great as you could buy any last minute presents but at 
good prices. After a few hours exploring Salzburg we 
headed back towards the bus. It was getting late and 
we were all dreading the two hour bus journey back to 
Unterschleißheim, but when everyone broke into song 
it became a very enjoyable journey. It would be our last 
day in a group doing something together which made 
a lot of us sad. We arrived back at Unterschleißheim at 
around 9.00pm and looked forward to Saturday which 
was our day with the families.

On Saturday morning I didn’t get the sleep in I was lucky 
to have the previous week. We had to get up early for 
the hour’s journey to Alpamare, a massive swimming 

pool just outside Munich. I 
was amazed at the swimming 
pool; Derry’s pools are nothing 
compared to it. There were 
many slides that you could go 
down and we spent a lot of the 
time messing about. We even 
tried getting five people on a 
raft made for two! As the day 
went on we tried everything the 
place had to offer. Coilean and 
Aaron then turned up along 
with their partners which was a 
great surprise. We all decided 

to try the slides again but I was unlucky enough to lose 
my raft halfway down. After getting dinner there we 
decided to head back to Munich. It was our last day and 
we needed a good night’s sleep before the long day of 
travelling ahead of us. Also I had to start packing my bag 
- which I was not looking forward to.

On Sunday morning I woke up feeling sad that this would 
be my last day waking up in Unterschleißheim. It had 
been a great nine days in Munich, nine days that we 
would not forget! We met up at the airport at 9.00am and 
got our final group photo before checking in. Nathan was 
lucky that he didn’t bring any more home, as his suitcase 
weighed 20kg exactly (which was the maximum). We 
were all sad as we waved goodbye but we knew that we 
would see our partners again in March 2012. We were 
back on Irish soil at around 12.30pm and were greeted 
by Ireland’s traditional weather, rain. After a four hour 
journey on the bus, with a stop at Aughnacloy (where we 
able to taste our beloved Irish food again) we arrived back 
at Derry at around 5.00pm. Our parents were all waiting 
there and we were delighted to see them again - until we 
remembered we had school the next day!

Over the nine days I don’t think there was anyone that 
said they didn’t enjoy it. We got a sample of German life 
and culture and made friends with many people. The 
students from Carl-Orff Gymnasium will be coming to 
Ireland in March and will be here for St. Patrick’s Day. It 
is something we can all really look forward to.

Peter Madden

Peter Madden and Lukas Kornherr at the Christmas 
party

St. Columb’s students enjoying Bavarian hospitality
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A group of 23 Year 9 pupils from St. Columb’s travelled 
to Koblenz and the Rhineland region in Germany on the 
18th September 2011.  The group, accompanied by Ms 
Marion Lübbeke and Mr Niall O’Donnell
 

...spent a week packed with sightseeing and fun 
activities – all in glorious weather!  They visited the 
Nürburgring racing track, climbed up high on ropes and 
ladders and had a go in the coach on the notorious 
‘North Loop’.  A trip to the Chocolate Museum and 
the soccer stadium in Cologne, a boat trip on the 
Rhine River and floating in a cable car high above the 
Rhine, stopping off at one of the castles, rides on chair 
lifts over vineyards, a visit to the zoo (where everyone 
had the opportunity to stroke a python) added further 
colour and excitement to a wonderful trip. However, the 
highlight of the week was a day spent in Phantasialand, 
one of Europe’s biggest theme parks, where the boys 
challenged Mr O’Donnell to join them in the fastest and 
scariest rides!

Ms Marion Lübekke

Enjoying the weather on the Rhine

An exciting day at the Nürburgring

Ready for the climb

It’s NOT dangerous!

Guided tour of Koblenz

Trip to Koblenz September 2011
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Key Stage 3 Trip to Granada June 2011

Can’t take any more of that heat! Sampling Spanish cuisine Enjoying the Spanish climate

Overview  
Kane McLaughlin
The Spanish trip was amazing; a trip that you could 
never forget.  After a quick journey to Granada via 
airplane and coach, we had a nice three-course dinner 
and most of us were racing to get the best beds.
The rooms were very comfortable; our balconies 
overlooked the nice, cool pool where we rushed for a 
swim in the evenings before dinner.

We visited many places:  Sacromonte, the Albayzín, 
the Alhambra and Almuñécar.  It was hot and sunny 
throughout the week, yet the snow-capped mountains 
surrounded the city.

I would say that this is a trip that we will never forget as 
we experienced so much Spanish culture, language, 
lifestyle and history.  The whole group got along really 
well, making new friends, both Irish and Spanish.

El viaje  - The Journey  
Conor Duffy
The journey took an hour to Belfast by bus and then 
three hours to Spain.  In Málaga our coach was waiting 
for us and it was about an hour to Granada.

El Hotel    
Sean McColgan 
El Hotel Los Angeles:  We had six rooms which all 
consisted of three single beds and a bathroom.  We 
also had a balcony - which I really liked.  The hotel had 
a swimming pool which was handy.  On a few nights we 
went down and played cards around the pool.

Visita al Colegio Mulhacén   
Fintan Gormley
We visited the Colegio Mulhacén on the first morning 
of the trip.  It was a spectacular school, very large with 
great facilities and the tremendous pupils and teachers 
made it all the better.  We made a presentation to them 
about St. Columb’s and Derry.  They introduced us to 
their culture and were very kind and friendly.   At break 

time they had doughnuts and hot chocolate for us and 
we sat about chatting. Hopefully they will come and 
experience our school some day.

Visita al Albayzín y Sacromonte   
Ryan Stewart
The visit to the Albayzín and Sacromonte showed us 
how the Moors (the Muslim people who ruled Spain) 
lived in those times, as well as demonstrating how 
advanced they were in terms of technology, with 
examples such as water reserves and hydraulic systems.  
The visits also showed us the special type of architecture 
that the Arabs were famous for in Granada.  We were 
also able to imagine the sort of atmosphere there would 
have been hundreds of years ago with the narrow 
streets and the layout of the area.  Although it was an 
exhausting walk up the hills, we were rewarded with 
spectacular views of the Alhambra.

Visita a La Alhambra   
Stephen Bell
The visit to the Alhambra was both interesting and 
fascinating - although we were all tired after it.  For 
a castle that underwent battle numerous times, the 
Alhambra was in excellent condition and still good 
enough to live in.  The Alhambra was owned by the 
Moors before being captured by the Catholic King 
and Queen.  It is famous for its amazing architecture, 
irrigation systems and spectacular views.

Visita a la Catedral y Capilla Real   
Aodhan Foster
On Tuesday afternoon we visited the Cathedral 
of Granada.  It is one of the biggest cathedrals in 
Europe.  The cathedral had two huge organs and a 
small museum of all the equipment used.  We saw 
the preparations for the Corpus Christi celebration 
the following week.  On Friday evening we went to 
the Capilla Real – this is where the ‘Catholics Kings’ 
(Ferdinand and Isabel) are buried.  Also buried there 
are their son and daughter.  Above the crypt there is a 
monument to them.
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Some much needed down time! Try this in Buncrana! Wonder what they’re at in 
St. Columb’s today...?

Shopping/La Alcaicería   
Dylan McClean
The shops were great.  There were lots of small shops 
to buy small gifts for family and friends in the Alcaicería 
(the Arabic shopping quarter).  There was a vibrant night 
life in Granada.  I really enjoyed it.  People are out later at 
night and there was a really nice atmosphere about the 
place.

Lifestyle   
Ruairi McShane
Spanish culture is very varied.  Mealtimes usually take 
place later than in Ireland.  For example, lunch is in the 
late afternoon and dinner in the late evening.   Some 
people might take a rest in the afternoon (the siesta).  
This is because it is so hot that people stay inside.  They 
work later into the evening.  Their overall lifestyle is more 
laid back than in Ireland or the UK.  Spanish nightlife 
is very different from ours as they eat dinner at about 
9.00pm and their shops are open really late.  Everybody 
is out and about.

Visita a Almuñécar/la playa  
(a coastal town and the beach)   
Ross Couchman
Almuñécar is a great little town to visit.  We went to 
the market and enjoyed some extremely cheap and 
delicious fruit (that’s something you can’t do in Ireland!).  
We walked around the town and saw the views of the 
coastline.  We also had a completely Spanish lunch 
(tortilla, paella and gazpacho).  We went to the beach 
to have a nice swim or to play volleyball/football.  As a 
group, we really enjoyed this day.

La comida – the food   
Niall Finnegan
The food was good.  Personally I didn’t really like the 
paella or churros, but others did.  My favourite Spanish 
food was the tortilla española (potato omelette).  My 
least favourite was the seafood paella.  My favourite 
meal of all was the steak.

Aquatropic Water Park   
Kyle Saunders
The Aquatropic Water Park was in Almuñécar.  When 
you go in, you see a waterfall that you can walk through.  

There is also a large pool with a wave machine that is 
switched on every half hour.  There is a massive slide 
to race down and beside it two slides to go down on a 
dinghy.  In another section there were other giant slides.  
We had our lunch there and some people got waffles.  I 
really enjoyed the Water Park.

La clase de baile  - the dance class   
Caolán Flanagan
When I first found out that we would be doing 
‘Flamenco’ dancing, I must admit that I wasn’t too 
excited about it.  When we began to dance, I changed 
my mind completely.  Although it was very hard, some 
people got the hang of it.  Others just tried their best 
but a few of us fell all over the place.  It was very funny 
and I really enjoyed it as did all the other boys.  We 
had a great time and I hope that I will never forget that 
experience.

The Science Park  
Darragh MacFarland
On Friday 17th of June we visited the Science Park in 
Granada. At the front of the park there were two huge 
spitfire planes, each the size of a large bus.  The Science 
Park was huge, but since we were only there for one 
day, we had to choose what we wanted to see. The first 
thing we chose to see was the optical illusions, all done 
by an artist named Escher.  They were really complicated 
and it was hard to work them out; some of them didn’t 
even look like illusions at the start, but after looking at 
them for a while the illusion became clearer.  The next 
one we went to was about the history of the Arabs in 
Spain.  We learned how they conquered most of Spain 
but were then slowly pushed back to Granada.  The 
Arabs eventually had to flee Spain for Northern Africa.  
After that we went into a planetarium.  It was very 
realistic; it looked as if the constellations were actually 
right in front of you.  Then we went for lunch.  The last 
exhibition we went to was the interactive Human Body 
exhibition.  This was probably my favourite part as there 
was a thermal imager that showed which pieces of 
your body were hotter than others and there was also 
a whale’s heart, which was bigger than a fully-grown 
person. Unfortunately we had to leave at three o’clock 
but it was one of the most enjoyable days of our trip.

Mrs Jacqueline Smyth




