
St Columb’s College
POST-16 PROSPECTUS 2026

Welcome to Sixth Form



Prayer of St Columba

Be a bright flame 
before me O God,

a guiding star above me.
Be a smooth path below me,
a kindly shepherd behind me

today, tonight and forever.
Alone with none 
but you my God,

I journey on my way;
What need I fear when 

you are near,
O Lord of night and day?

More secure am I 
within your hand

than if a multitude 
did round me stand.

Amen

The St Columb’s 
College way

“Great Oaks from
Little Acorns Grow”

“Hold
on to 
Hope”
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Hello, Future Sixth-Form #collegeboys 
and your Parents/Guardians/Carers,

I warmly welcome you all to the 2026 St Columb’s 
College Post-16 Prospectus; thank you for your 
interest in becoming a Sixth Former in “The 
College”.

St Columb’s enjoys a well-deserved reputation as 
a provider of high-quality teaching and learning. 
We seek to equip each pupil with the skills and 
experiences that will allow him to contribute fully 
to an ever-changing society.

Our pupils’ achievements are testament to the 
quality of education that we provide. Equally, 
we strive - through our Curriculum Enrichment 
programme, extra-curricular opportunities, 
dedicated careers programme and UCAS support 
- to enable our pupils to access the highest quality 
courses - be they in Higher or in Further Education 
- or to take their first, confident steps into the 
world of work.

As you read on, therefore, you will discover a 
vibrant, focused, progressive and academically 
successful learning community; one that 
offers many subject pathways; one with the 
highest of expectations; one that will help you 
grow in confidence, enabling you to take 
full responsibility for your learning and 
development; one that is determined to 
develop your leadership potential; one 
that will never ‘give up’ on you. 

We are renowned for enabling 
our students to flourish within 
the framework of a caring and 
supportive pastoral care system - 
one that will support you as you 
make decisions that will help 
shape every aspect of the life 
that you will live; one that will 
celebrate your unique talents 
and achievements. 

We nurture the holistic 
development of everyone. We 
aim to develop young men 
that listen and are resilient, 
who can build meaningful, 
positive relationships and who 
place great value on kindness 
and service.  We value the role of 
the family and work in partnership 
with our parents to ensure that 

each #collegeboy is fully supported at every stage 
of his post-16 educational journey.  We collaborate 
effectively with Parish and community to provide our 
young men with life skills.

Our Core Values underpin everything that we 
do; above all, academically and pastorally, we are 
determined to “promote in each pupil, through 
Catholic education, the fullest Christian human 
development of which he is capable.”

I welcome each one of you to St Columb’s College, 
and I know this will be the beginning of a positive 
journey in your sixth form education and future 
career path. 

As Columbans we believe, 

“Great Oaks from  L ittle Acorns Grow.”
Mrs Caroline McLaughlin
PRINCIPAL

PRINCIPAL’S FOREWORD
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St Columb’s is so much more than just a school. 
From the moment you walk through the doors, 
you become part of something special, a “College 
boy” for life. The values you learn here don’t just 
prepare you for exams; they shape who you are as 
a person. There is a genuine sense of brotherhood 
and belonging in St Columb’s which can’t be found 
elsewhere.

Throughout my time here, I’ve made friends for 
life, friendships built in classrooms, on pitches, in 
corridors and through shared experiences that I 
will always carry with me. The memories made in 
St Columb’s are ones I will always treasure. They 
are the kind of memories that shape you and 
remind you, wherever life takes you, where you 
came from. Life at St Columb’s goes far beyond the 
classroom. There is a wide range of extracurricular 
activities available, from football, Gaelic, hurling 
and basketball to Makaton, Mandarin, and Cookery 
classes!

Our Catholic ethos is lived out every day through 
kindness, respect and care for one another. The 
school motto, “Seek first the Kingdom of God,” is 
reflected in the strong sense of community and 
support throughout the College. Mental well-being 
is taken seriously here, and I can personally testify to 
the incredible support system that exists for pupils 
that helps us flourish and grow from ‘acorns to oaks.’

One of the most special things about St Columb’s 
is that people always come back. Whether it’s 
at Past Pupils’ Union dinners or school reunions, 
former students return years, even decades, later, 
still proud to call themselves College boys. I have 
seen first-hand how strong those bonds remain, 
and it shows that St Columb’s is not just part of 
your education, but part of your life. That sense of 
tradition and connection was especially clear during 
the reunion of the history-making team that won the 
Hogan Cup in 1965. Being involved in that occasion 
was incredibly meaningful for me, particularly as 
my own grandfather was part of that team. It was a 
powerful reminder that when you join St Columb’s, 

WELCOME FUTURE COLLEGE BOYS!
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you become part of a story much bigger than 
yourself, it is one that links generations of College 
boys together.

What truly sets St Columb’s apart is the Sixth 
Form experience, particularly within our Sixth 
Form Centre. It is a space where pupils are treated 
with respect, encouraged to be independent and 
supported at every step. The staff in the Sixth 
Form Centre go above and beyond every day for 
us, offering guidance, encouragement and belief, 
not just academically, but personally too. They 
genuinely want to see us succeed, and that support 
makes all the difference as we prepare for life 
beyond school. Another strength of Sixth Form at St 
Columb’s is the outstanding careers guidance and 
support available to pupils. The Careers Department 
works closely with students to help them explore 
their interests, understand their options, and make 
informed decisions about their future. I personally 
benefited from this support through the opportunity 
to complete a week-long work placement with 
An Garda Síochána in Buncrana, an experience 
that gave me a valuable insight into this field and 
helped me develop confidence, responsibility 
and independence. Opportunities like this ensure 
that Sixth Form pupils leave St Columb’s not only 
academically prepared but equipped with real-life 
experience and a clear sense of direction.

So, I’ll leave you with this: once a College 
boy, always a College boy. The 
friendships you form, the 
memories you make and the 
values you gain stay with 
you for life. As we look to the 
future, we are proud of our 
history — and excited to see 
the amazing things you will 
bring to St Columb’s. The best 
of St Columb’s is still to come.
 
Aaron O’Doherty
Head Boy 2025



Life in Sixth Form
Our students are inspired to achieve both 
academic and personal success and are supported 
pastorally at every stage of their Sixth
Form journey to reach their full potential.

We offer a broad and balanced curriculum that 
gives each student the opportunity to follow a 
personalised pathway that helps him to achieve of 
his best.

Providing a range of traditional A-levels as well 
as a number of Level 3 BTEC and Cambridge 
Technicals qualifications, ensures that we tailor our 
Post-16 curriculum to suit all learners. In addition to 
our high quality academic provision, we offer each 
student the opportunity to develop the skills and 
qualities needed to cope with the demands of life 
far beyond the classroom. We want our students 
to thrive in this 21st Century world; A world where 
hard work and personal wellbeing go hand in hand. 
We encourage our students to challenge; to be 

A SUPPORTIVE SCHOOL

passionate about the causes that they believe in 
and to take up the opportunity to be of service to
others. We want each of them to feel empowered 
to go out into the world with confidence and 
ambition and we do our best to ensure that they 
leave St Columb’s with the belief that they can
become the leaders and decision-makers of the 
future!

4         ST. COLUMB’S COLLEGE   |   SIXTH FORM PROSPECTUS 2026 ST. COLUMB’S COLLEGE   |   SIXTH FORM PROSPECTUS 2026      5



Leadership Programmes

•	 Senior Leadership Team

•	 Student Council

•	 Peer Mentors

•	 Prefect Teams (Careers, Liturgy, Charity, 		
	 Environmental and Public Relations)

•	 Sutton Trust Programmes

•	 Oxbridge Outreach

•	 Nuffield Research Placements

•	 Sentinus Projects

•	 Young Enterprise

•	 Pelican programme/Oxbridge

Curriculum Enrichment and Extra-
Curricular Opportunities 

•	 Pope John Paul II Award

•	 Work-related Learning in a wide range of areas

•	 Volunteering

•	 Coaching

•	 Debating

•	 New Driver (NI) course

•	 IFA Coaching and Refereeing Courses

•	 Community Service in Primary Schools

•	 Mental Health Ambassador Training

•	 First Aid Training

•	 Cooking for University

•	 Mandarin Chinese

•	 Use of School Multi-Gym

•	 Photography

•	 Makaton

Sixth Form Facilities, Experiences 
and Trips

•	 Sixth Form Cafeteria

•	 Two supervised study/library areas

•	 Laptop service

•	 Access to well-equipped PC and Mac Suites

•	 After school study facility

•	 Careers Suite

•	 Valedictory Celebration

•	 Spanish trip to Madrid

•	 Geography International Field Trip to Rome and 	
	 Sorrento

•	 Derry Diocesan Society Lourdes Trip

•	 British Council International Opportunities

Our students can access a wide range of opportunities and 
experiences. These include:
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CEIAG in Sixth Form 
Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance is an integral part of Sixth Form life at St 
Columb’s College. All pupils have a weekly timetabled CEIAG lesson and are offered tailored support 
and guidance to help them make informed choices about their personal career goals. 
Pupils receive one-to-one careers interviews and course-specific support and guidance.

CAREERS EDUCATION

UCAS Application 
Personal Statement Support 
Multi-Mini Interview Preparation 
Admissions Test Support 
CV Design

INFORMATION

Student Finance Advice 
University Talks and 
Workshops 
Personal Development Week 
University Summer Schools 

ADVICE

University Open Days 
Interview Preparation 
Work-related 
Learning 
Opportunities 
Past Pupil Events 
Annual Careers Fair 

GUIDANCE

Labour Market Information 
Apprenticeship Advice 
Barclays Life Skills Young 
Enterprise 
Sutton Trust Information 
Fulbright Insight 
Nuffield Research Placement 
Opportunities

CAREERS
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A SCHOOL THAT VALUES 
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
We anticipate that most students will choose to 
study three A-levels, Post-16. Some will take on the 
extra challenge of a fourth A-level.

Currently we offer a range of different options 
for A-level, including general traditional subjects, 
applied subjects, BTEC qualifications and 
Cambridge Technicals. 

We also work closely with the Foyle Learning 
Community to access courses in other educational 
institutions. Popular examples in recent years have 
been Journalism, Drama and Software Systems 
Development. 

As well as academic subjects, our pupils undertake 
a range of activities during lessons devoted to 
Careers, Personal, Social and Religious Education and 
Curriculum Enrichment. Such activities help develop 
young men who are self-confident and articulate and 
who understand the importance of teamwork and of 
being sensitive to the needs of others.

Our pupils are also encouraged to concentrate 
on their own personal development and to assist 
their fellow pupils through opportunities like the 
Peer Mentoring, the Prefect system, the Student 
Council, the Duke of Edinburgh Award and the 
Pope John Paul II Award.

Academic study in our Sixth Form is a unique 
experience where our pupils receive autonomy 
as young adults and have privileges associated 
with their position in the school. Sixth Formers 
also have their own Tea Bar and Cafeteria, along 
with independent study centres, a drop-in Careers 
Suite and access to computers. Such privileges 
enhance and reinforce the special relationship that 
exists between teachers and pupils in Sixth Form at 
St Columb’s College.  
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ACADEMIC SUCCESSES 2025
A-level Examination Results - Summer 2025

Percentage of pupils achieving

3+  Grades 

A*-C

79.1%

Percentage of pupils achieving

3+  Grades 

A*-E

95.7%

Percentage of pupils achieving

3+  Grades 

A*-A

19%
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YEAR 14 A-LEVEL RESULTS 
Summer 2025

SUBJECT ENTRIES % A*- B % A*- C % A*- E

ART AND DESIGN 8 100 100 100

BTEC BUSINESS CERTIFICATE 9 89 100 100

BTEC BUSINESS DIPLOMA 14 100 100 100

BTEC ENGINEERING 7 71 100 100

BTEC SPORT 54 59 96 100

BIOLOGY 19 53 95 100

CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL IT 26 54 96 100

CHEMISTRY 14 86 93 100

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 11 18 82 91

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY 35 54 89 97

ENGLISH LITERATURE 8 0 63 100

GEOGRAPHY 26 46 92 96

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 16 81 94 100

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 33 30 76 97

HISTORY 40 53 93 98

IRISH 3 67 100 100

MATHEMATICS 43 56 86 98

MOVING IMAGE ARTS 3 67 100 100

PERFORMING ARTS 1 100 100 100

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 16 75 100 100

PHYSICS 18 50 89 100

PROFESSIONAL BUSINESS SERVICES 1 0 0 100

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 17 59 94 100

SPANISH 5 100 100 100



As an all-boys college, we appreciate how 
important it is to offer a wide and varied range 
of sporting activities to all our Post-16 pupils.  
We encourage our students to become aware 
of the benefits of a healthy lifestyle and how 
participation in sport can contribute to a 
healthy mind in a healthy body.  

A SCHOOL OF SPORTING 
EXCELLENCE

We offer the following sporting opportunities to our Post-16 pupils.

Athletics	

Badminton 

Basketball	

Cricket

Cross-Country	

Gaelic	

We have representative teams in Cross-Country, 
Athletics, Soccer, Gaelic Football, Basketball, 
Golf, Swimming, Rugby Union, Cricket and 
Hurling.  Working in conjunction with local 
facilities including Foyle Arena, Templemore 
Sports Complex and Foyle Golf Club, allows us 
to offer our students so many opportunities 
to develop their love of sport and value the 
positive impact physical activity can have on the 
mind as well as the body.

Golf	

Gymnastics	

Hurling	

Life Saving Skills

Orienteering

Rugby	

Soccer	

Swimming	

Table-tennis

Tennis

Volleyball

Weight training
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A CREATIVE SCHOOL
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A-level Subject Requirement Criteria 
2025-26

Art and Design Entry to the subject is by recommendation of a student’s present teacher of Art 
and Design. This is based on the student’s interest, ability and commitment to 
succeed at AS and A-level and an expected B grade or higher in Art and Design. In 
exceptional circumstances students who have studied Design and Technology at 
GCSE can also apply by contacting the Subject Head. Intending applicants should 
discuss their intentions with their Art and Design teacher.

SUBJECT Course Entry Requirements (minimum)

Biology Minimum Grades AB in GCSE Double Award Science or Grade A or above in GCSE 
Biology (Triple Award Science)

Business
BTEC Extended Certificate in 
Business/
BTEC National Diploma in Business

Students can choose BTEC Business without a previous Business qualification. 
However, a student’s attitude and commitment at GCSE, ability to work 
independently and to time manage work effectively will be important considerations. 
Students must have, as a minimum, a Grade C in GCSE Mathematics and English. 
Pupils studying one of these subject at A-level are required to bring a laptop/
tablet device to school for the completion of coursework.

Chemistry Minimum Grades AB in GCSE Double Award Science or Grade A or above in GCSE 
Chemistry (Triple Award Science). 

Digital Technology Grade A or above in GCSE Digital Technology and Grade B or above in Mathematics.

Engineering
BTEC Subsidiary Diploma in 
Engineering

Grade B in GCSE Mathematics (taking units M4 & M8) and a Grade C* in English 
Language. Personal laptop/tablet device required.

English Pupils intending to study A-level English Literature should have achieved at least 
a Grade B in GCSE English Language and, due to the 100% focus on Literature, a 
Grade A in Literature.

Geography Grade B or above in GCSE Geography.

Government and Politics Grade B or above in GCSE English. However, entry to the subject is based on a 
number of criteria. While the Subject Leader will consult recent reports and will talk 
to relevant Subject and Form Teachers, the main requirement demanded from any 
prospective student is a commitment to work to the best of his ability in the subject.

Health and Social Care Students must have, as a minimum, a Grade C in GCSE Mathematics and English. 
Students can choose Health and Social care without a previous Health and Social 
Care qualification. However, a student’s attitude and commitment to coursework 
in GCSE subjects, ability to work independently and to time manage work 
effectively will be important considerations. Pupils studying this subject at A-level 
are required to bring a laptop/tablet device to school for the completion of 
coursework.
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History Grade B or above in both GCSE History and English Language.

SUBJECT Course Entry Requirements (minimum)

Information Technology
Cambridge Technicals IT

Students can choose Information Technology without studying IT before. However, 
a student who chooses this course must have the ability to work independently, 
meet deadlines and have good commitment to their work. Students must have, as 
a minimum, a grade C* at GCSE Mathematics and English. Pupils studying this 
subject at A-level are required to bring a laptop/tablet device to school for the 
completion of coursework.

Irish Grade A in GCSE Irish.

Life and Health Science Grades C*C* in Double Award Science or Grade A in Single Award Science. Pupils 
studying this subject at A-level are required to bring a laptop/tablet device to 
school for the completion of coursework.

Maths Grade A in GCSE Mathematics (taking units M4 & M8) or at least a grade C in GCSE 
Further Mathematics along with a grade B in GCSE Maths. Note, having studied 
GCSE Further Mathematics is not a requirement to study A-level Mathematics.

Physical Education Grade B in GCSE PE and Grade BB in Double Award Science. Proven ability in sports 
performance with recent school representation. Good communication skills, as 
coaching is an essential element.

Physics Grade A in Mathematics and minimum Grades AA in Double Award Science or 
minimum Grade A in GCSE Physics (Triple Award Science). It is highly recommended 
that this course is studied in addition to A-level Mathematics.

Religious Education Grade C* or above in GCSE Religious Studies and GCSE English.

Spanish Grade A in GCSE Spanish

Sport
BTEC Extended Diploma 
in Sport, Coaching and 
Development

Minimum 5 GCSE grades A – C. Must include Mathematics and English Language. 
Grade C in GCSE Physical Education is desirable but not essential. Personal laptop/
tablet device required.

Technology and Design Grade C* in GCSE Technology and Design or GCSE Engineering. Recommendation 
from the teacher of these subjects.

Music Pupils must have achieved a Grade B or higher at GCSE and be of a grade 4 
standard on an instrument. 
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GRADE 

B
 or higher in 

Art and 
Design 

GRADE 

B
 or higher in 

Design and 
Technology 
(may be acceptable.) 

GCSE Grade B or higher.  Grade B in Design and Technology 
GCSE may be acceptable.

Art and Design
COURSE ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

This specification builds on the broad Art and Design experiences gained at GCSE and promotes a broad Art and 
Design experience at AS and a more focused experience for Advanced GCE (A2) that includes a Personal and Critical 
Investigation which enables candidates to explore areas of the subject which are of particular interest to them. This 
includes a written investigation of 1000-2000 words which is externally assessed.

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD

CCEA

AS 1: 50% of AS (20% of A-level) 

•	 Teaching and Learning: 
	 Experimental 
	 Portfolio
•	 Nature of Unit: 
	 Coursework

AS 1: 50% of AS (20% of A-level)

•	 Teaching and Learning: 
	 Personal Response
•	 Nature of Unit: 
	 External Test

A2 1: 60% of A2 (36% of A-level) 
Practical Investigation

•	 Teaching and Learning: 
	 Personal and Critical Investigation 
	 (40% of A2 – 24%of A-level)
•	 Nature of Unit: 
	 Coursework

Written Investigation: 1000-2000 words (20% of A2 
-12% of A-level) 

A2 2: 40% of A2 (24% of A-level)

•	 Teaching and Learning: Thematic Outcome
•	 Nature of Unit: External Test

ASSESSMENT 
A candidate’s total submission is initially marked by 
their teachers and externally moderated by CCEA. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
This course of study provides a very solid foundation 
for study at a higher level in a range of Art and Design 
areas of practice, or in areas of study related to Art and 
Design. You can obtain further information from your 
present Art and Design teachers or the Head of Art and 
Design. Please note: The new revised Art and Design 
Specification can be found via this link: 
http://ccea.org.uk/qualifications/revision/specifications 

Study of Art and Design is essential for entry to many University courses and for going directly into many areas of 
employment. Some courses are listed in this link, but this list is not exhaustive: 
http://www.rewardinglearning.org.uk/microsites/artanddesign/revised_gce/useful_ links/careers.asp 
You should ask your careers teacher about a complete list.

YEAR 1 YEAR 2

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
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GRADE 

AA
 or higher in 

DA 
Science 

GRADE 

B
 or higher in 

Biology 
(Triple Award Science) 

Minimum Grades AB in GCSE Double Award Science or 
Grade A or above in GCSE Biology (Triple Award Science)

BIOLOGY
COURSE ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

This specification builds on the broad Art and Design experiences gained at GCSE and promotes a broad Art and 
Design experience at AS and a more focused experience for Advanced GCE (A2) that includes a Personal and Critical 
Investigation which enables candidates to explore areas of the subject which are of particular interest to them. This 
includes a written investigation of 1000-2000 words which is externally assessed.

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD

CCEA

Paper 1: AS 1 37.5% of AS 15% of A-level 
Molecules and cells 
This unit deals with biochemistry, enzymes, 
viruses, cells, and tissues and organs. 

Paper 2: AS 2 37.5% of AS 15% of A-level 
Organisms and Biodiversity 
This unit covers transport and exchange 
mechanisms in plants and mammals, adaptations 
of organisms and biodiversity with an emphasis 
on local contexts. 

Paper 3: AS 3 25% of AS 10% of A-level 
Practical skills
Pupils must complete a number of practical 
assessments which they will be examined on. 

Paper 1: A2 1 24% of A-level 
Physiology, Co-ordination and Control, and 
Ecosystems 
This unit covers homeostasis including the kidney and 
excretion, immunity, co- ordination and control in plants 
and animals, and ecosystems. 

Paper 2: A2 2 24% of A-level 
Biochemistry, Genetics and Evolutionary Trends 
This unit covers the biochemical processes of 
respiration and photosynthesis. Students also explore 
genetics on a number of levels and they also learn 
about a variety of phyla in the plant and animal 
kingdoms. 

Paper 3: A2 3 12% of A-level 
Practical skills 
Pupils must complete a number of practical 
assessments which they will be examined on. 

ASSESSMENT 
In year 1 you will sit three exam papers. Papers 1 & 2 
will each last 1hour and 30mins. In these you will be 
expected to answer six to eight structured questions 
and write an essay. Paper 3 will last 1 hour, in this 
paper your practical skills will be assessed in a written 
examination. In year 2 you will sit three exam papers. 
Papers 1 & 2 will each last 2 hours and 15 mins. In these 
you will be expected to answer six to nine structured 
questions and write an essay. Paper 3 will last 1 hour 
15mins, as with AS your practical skills will be examined 
in a written exam. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Biology is a challenging, fascinating and extremely 
useful subject to study at A-level. It provides students 
with a detailed insight of how biological concepts 
have been used in industry, business and medicine 
to contribute to our quality of life. Topics which may 
be familiar to you from GCSE are studied in much 
more detail and are updated with contemporary 
developments in the subject. Other subjects that have 
links with and complement Biology include Chemistry, 
Physics, Mathematics, Psychology and Geography. 

Biology is a very popular A-level subject in the College, it is a useful preparation for many scientific courses at University 
e.g. Biological Science, Medicine, Dentistry, Optometry, Pharmacy, Veterinary Science, Sports Science and Food Science 
and in many cases Biology is required to satisfy the entrance requirement for such courses. There are many opportunities 
for Biologists in the fields of Ecology, Agriculture and Global Food Security, Biochemistry and Food Technology. However, 
studying Biology does not limit one to a career in the scientific world. Recent successful students have followed careers in 
Journalism, Law, Engineering, Actuarial Science and Risk Management, and Accountancy. 

YEAR 1 YEAR 2

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

General A-Level
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GRADE 

C
 or higher in 

Mathematics
and English 
Language 

Grade C or above in GCSE Mathematics and 		
English Language. 

BUSINESS
COURSE ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

The BTEC Level 3 Diploma is equivalent to two A-levels. The course involves the delivery of eight units over two 
years. Six of the units are compulsory and one optional unit is also covered each year. Each unit has a different 
value and all optional units are valued at 60 points.

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD

PEARSON

Unit 1: Exploring Business (Value 90 points) 		
This is an internally assessed unit.

Unit 2: Developing a Marketing Campaign 	
(Value 90 points) This is an externally assessed unit

Unit 3: Personal and Business Finance. 		
(Value 120 points) This is an externally assessed unit.

PLUS: One other optional Unit value 60 points

Unit 4: Managing an Event. (Value 90 points) 	
This is an internally assessed unit.

Unit 5: International Business. (Value 90 points). 	
This is an internally assessed unit.

Unit 6: Principles of Management. (Value 120 
points). This is an externally assessed unit.

PLUS: One other optional Unit value 60 points.

ASSESSMENT 
Internally assessed units are marked by teachers and 
moderated by BTEC. Externally assessed units are 
examination units, set and marked by BTEC.

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Students must take Units with a total value of 720 points over 
the two years. This means taking three compulsory units as 
shown plus one other 60 point unit each year. The additional 
60 point course each year will be selected by the course 
teacher from an extensive list available from BTEC.
During the course, students will complete a range of unit 
based assignments, chosen to maximise their opportunities at 
higher and further education or in the workplace.
An important element of the teaching and learning 
experience is the provision of industrial visits. These visits will 
provide invaluable first-hand knowledge and experiences 
that will assist students in the research and completion of 
various assignment tasks.

To date we have visited a range of businesses including:
•	 Wrightbus
•	 Perfecseal
•	 Foyle Food Group
•	 Starbucks
•	 Children in Crossfire

In addition, guest speakers from a range of Business 
disciplines will share relevant skills, knowledge and 
experience with students, focused on their needs. 

These are too numerous to mention but include 
entry to third level degree courses in Business, 
Finance, any non-specific degrees and directly to 
employment.

YEAR 1 YEAR 2

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

BTEC LEVEL 3 IN
(National Diploma equivalent to two A-levels, 
Extended Certificate equivalent one A-Level)

 Personal laptop/tablet 
device required
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GRADE 

AA
 or higher in 

DA 
Science 

GRADE 

A
 or higher in 

Chemistry 
(Triple Award Science) 

Minimum Grades AA in GCSE Double Award Science or
Grade A or above in GCSE Biology (Triple Award Science).

CHEMISTRY
COURSE ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD

CCEA

Paper 1:  16% of A-level
Basic Concepts in Physical and Inorganic 
Chemistry

Paper 2: 16% of A-level
Physical and Inorganic Chemistry and 
introduction to Organic Chemistry

Paper 3:  8% of A-level 
Basic Practical Chemistry

Paper 1:  24% of A-level
Further physical and Organic Chemistry

Paper 2:  24% of A-level
Analytical, Transition Metals, Electrochemistry and 
Organic Nitrogen Chemistry

Paper 3:  12% of A-level
Further Practical Chemistry

ASSESSMENT 
In year 1 you will sit three exam papers. Paper 1 and 2 
last 1 hour 30 mins and Paper 3 lasts a total of 2 hours 
30 mins. Paper 1 and 2 consist of multiple choice and 
structured questions. Paper 3 consists of two booklets. 
Practical Booklet A consists of a variety of practical 
tasks carried out in the lab. Practical Booklet B consists 
of a variety of questions testing knowledge on practical 
techniques.

In year 2 you will sit three exam papers. Paper 1 and 2 
last 2 hours and Paper 3 lasts a total of 2 hours 30 mins. 
Paper 1 and 2 consist of multiple choice and structured 
questions. Paper 3 consists of two booklets. Practical 
Booklet A consists of a variety of practical tasks carried 
out in the lab. Practical Booklet B consists of a variety of 
questions testing knowledge on practical techniques.

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Lessons use a variety of teaching methods from 
traditional teaching to group work and practical classes. 
Students will be expected to read around the subject 
and will be encouraged to develop their independence 
as learners. 

Chemistry is a requirement for many courses at third level. Having studied A-level Chemistry, students from St 
Columb`s have gone on to careers in - among other things - Medicine, Dentistry, Research, Finance, Pharmacy, 
Teaching, Optics, Law, Natural Sciences, Analytical Chemistry, Biochemistry and Veterinary Medicine.

YEAR 1 YEAR 2

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

General A-Level
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GRADE 

A
 or higher in 

Digital 
Technology 

GRADE 

B
 or higher in 

Mathematics 

GCSE Grade B or higher.  Grade B in Design and Technology 
GCSE in Digital Technology.

Digital Technology
COURSE ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

The objective of the course is to help students develop an interest in Digital Technology, gain an understanding of 
the systems development process and gain an awareness of a range of technologies and the impact they have on 
individuals, organisations and society.

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD

CCEA

Unit 1:  50% of AS-level; 20% of A-level 
Fundamentals of Digital Technology

This topic explores the following content:
•	 Reasons for System development
•	 Programming

Unit 2: 50% of AS-level; 20% of A-level
Approaches to Systems Development 

This topic explores the following content:
•	 Data Representation
•	 Data & Information
•	 Hardware & Software
•	 Web Technology & Multimedia

Unit 1:  40% of A-level
Information Systems. 
This topic explores the following content:
•	 Networks
•	 Databases
•	 Applications of Digital Technology
•	 Individual, Social & Legal Considerations

Unit 2: 20% of A-level
Application Development [case study]
Students will study a real-world situation. They 
apply their skills, knowledge and understanding of 
Digital Technology to solve a problem for a specified 
client.

ASSESSMENT 
In year 1 you will sit two exam papers each lasting 1 
hour 30 minutes. They will be short and extended 
questions. In year 2 you will sit one exam lasting 2 hours 
30 minutes. You will also create a portfolio showing 
evidence of analysis, design, development, testing and 
evaluation for an application.

GENERAL COMMENTS 
The course includes four assessment units: three are 
externally assessed and one is internally assessed. It 
offers advanced study of modern technology-based 
systems. Students are encouraged to develop skills in a 
number of development environments. 
Lessons use a variety of teaching methods and a range 
of support is available. Consistent revision is important 
to ensure success in the frequent knowledge tests.

Many pupils go on to third level to take degrees in Computer Science, Software Engineering, Gaming and 
Multimedia.
Digital Technology can lead to careers such as programmers, systems analysts, network professionals, technicians 
and systems administrators.

YEAR 1 YEAR 2

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Applied A-LEVEL
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GRADE 

B
 or higher in 

Mathematics 
GRADE 

C*
 or higher in 

English 
Language 

Grade B at GCSE Mathematics (taking units M4 & M8) and a 
Grade C* at GCSE English Language. 

ENGINEERING
COURSE ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

The BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate is equivalent to one A-level. The course involves the delivery of four units over 
two academic years. Students will sit written examinations for two units which are externally assessed and the other 
two units are internally assessed on completion of a number of coursework tasks. The units you will study are:

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD

PEARSON

Unit 1: Engineering Principles (Externally 
assessed written examination)

Unit 2: Delivery of Engineering Processes Safely 
as a Team (Internally assessed coursework)

Unit 3: Engineering Product Design and Manufacture 
(Externally assessed written examination)

Plus, one option from a choice of units e.g. Computer 
Aided Design in Engineering (Internally assessed 
coursework)

ASSESSMENT 
The coursework units involve the completion of set 
tasks and will be assessed using a grading scale of 
Distinction (D), Merit (M), Pass (P) and Unclassified (U). 
A summative Grade for each unit will be awarded as a 
Pass, Merit or Distinction. To achieve a ‘Pass’ grade, a 
student must have satisfied all the Pass grading criteria. 
To achieve a ‘Merit’ grade, a student must additionally 
have satisfied all the Merit grading criteria. To achieve 
a ‘Distinction’ grade, a student must additionally have 
satisfied all the Distinction grading criteria.

Unit 1 and 3 (written examinations) will be assessed 
using a grading scale of Distinction (D), Merit (M), Pass 
(P), Near Pass (N) and Unclassified (U).

At the end of year two, an overall Grade is calculated 
using grades awarded in each of the four units. An 
overall Distinction award in BTEC is equivalent to a 
Grade A at A-level.

GENERAL COMMENTS 
During the course, students will complete a range 
of unit based assignments, chosen to maximise their 
opportunities at higher and further education or in the 
workplace.

An important element of the teaching and learning 
experience is the provision of industrial visits. These 
visits will provide invaluable first-hand knowledge and 
experiences that will assist students in the research and 
completion of various

Engineering can help you take your first steps towards a career in sectors such as Manufacturing, Aerospace, 	
Marine, Environmental, Engineering Project and Business Management and Mechanical Engineering. However, it 
can also be used as a pathway to careers in fields such as Product Design, Architecture, and Teaching/Lecturing 
to name just a few. 

YEAR 1 YEAR 2

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

BTEC LEVEL 3 IN
(National Diploma. Equivalent to 
two A-levels)

 Personal laptop/tablet 
device required
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GRADE 

B
 or higher in 

English 
Language 

GRADE 

A
 or higher in 

English
Literature

Grade B in GCSE English Language and, due to the 100% 
focus on Literature, a Grade A in Literature. 

ENGLISH LITERATURE
COURSE ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD

WJEC

Students study two modules for AS-level English 
Literature in Year 13, which contributes 40% to the 
overall A-level grade.

Paper 1: AS Unit 1 (2 hours) - Prose and Drama 
(closed book) – 20% of A-level
 
Section A: Prose fiction pre-1900 - one question 
in two parts, based on the reading of one prose text 
from a prescribed list.

Section B: Drama - one question based on the 
reading of one play text from a prescribed list.

Paper 2: AS Unit 2 (2 hours) – Poetry Post-1900
(open-book, clean copy) – 20% of A-level

Section A: Critical analysis of one poem from a 
prescribed list of poetry texts.

Section B: Poetry comparison – comparison of two 
poetry texts from a prescribed list.

Students study three modules for A2-level English 
Literature in Year 14, which contributes 60% to the 
overall A-level grade.

Paper 1: A2 Unit 3 (2 hours) – Poetry Pre–1900 and 
Unseen Poetry (open-book, clean copy) – 20% of A-level

Section A: Poetry Pre-1900 - One question in two 
parts, based on the reading of one poetry text from a 
prescribed list.

Section B: Unseen Poetry - Comparative analysis of 
two unseen poems. 

Paper 2: A2 Unit 4 (2 hours) – Shakespeare (closed-
book) – 20% of A-level

Section A: Shakespeare extract - one question on an 
extract from one Shakespeare play from a prescribed list.

Section B: Shakespeare essay - one essay question 
based on the reading of one Shakespeare play from a 
prescribed list.

A2 Unit 5 – Coursework - 20% of A-level Prose Study– 
one 2,500 - 3,500 word essay based on the reading of 
two prose texts from different periods, one pre-2000 
and one post-2000 – students are free to choose their 
own texts for this unit.

ASSESSMENT 
There is a variety of assessment to challenge 
students, build their confidence and provide excellent 
preparation for higher education and the workplace. 
There is one Coursework essay (2500-3500 words) to 
be completed in Year 14, which will allow you to show off 
your independent reading and discuss the books that 
made you decide to study this subject in the first place. 
A range of diverse texts have been studied in the past 
including prose by JD Salinger, James Joyce and John 
Steinbeck.

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Should I Choose English Literature?
Pupils with wider background knowledge of English 
Literature will perform better in this subject at A-level.
Pupils who have an interest in reading, writing, debate 
and discussion will enjoy A-level English Literature. 
Over the two-year course, you will be expected to show 
knowledge and understanding of the texts you are 
studying and to read widely. You will also develop your 
ability to read, analyse and communicate accurately and 
effectively and this will also benefit other subject areas.

English Literature is a useful and desirable A-level for entry to many University courses. Popular choices for students who 
have studied English at A-level include a degree in English, Media, Journalism, Law, American Studies, Education and 
Philosophy. In recent years Medicine and Engineering students have also reported back that their highly accomplished 
communication skills and creative thinking skills, engendered by their exposure to Literature, have proven especially useful 
in their interviews for these over- subscribed subjects. Increasingly, students with English degrees are finding employment 
locally in the Creative Industries, including publishing, screenwriting and directing, and writing within the IT industry e.g. 
developing story lines for computer games.

YEAR 1 YEAR 2

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

GENERAL A-LEVEL

22         ST. COLUMB’S COLLEGE   |   SIXTH FORM PROSPECTUS 2026



GRADE 

B
 or higher in 

Further
Mathematics

Grade B in GCSE Further Mathematics.

FURTHER MATHEMATICS
COURSE ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD

CCEA

Students study two modules for AS-level Further 
Mathematics in Year 13. This contributes 40% to the 
overall A-level grade. 

Unit AS1 
Further algebra and functions
Complex numbers
Matrices 
Vectors 

Unit AS2 Section A [Mechanics 1] 
Hooke’s law
Work and energy
Power
Circular motion
 
Unit AS2 Section C [Statistics] 
Sampling
Probability [perm/comb]
Statistical distributions
Bivariate distributions

Students study two modules for A-level Further 
Mathematics in Year 14. This contributes 60% to the 
overall A-level grade. 

Unit A21 
Proof 
Further algebra and functions 
Complex numbers 
Further calculus 
Polar coordinates 
Hyperbolic functions 
Differential equations 

Unit A22 Section A [Mechanics 1] 
Simple harmonic motion 
Damped oscillations 
Centre of mass 
Frameworks 
Further circular motion
 
Section C [Statistics] 
Linear comb. of ind. variables 
Sampling and estimation 
t-distribution
X squared tests

GENERAL COMMENTS 
A-level Further Mathematics prepares you well for university and employment as it helps you to develop essential 
skills for your future career path.  The course helps you to develop transferable skills, such as:
•	 Analytical skills - clear thinking, attention to detail, ability to follow complex reasoning, ability to understand and 

construct logical arguments.
•	 Communication skills – ability to answer questions clearly and to communicate an argument precisely and logically, 

both orally and in written form
•	 Investigative skills – knowing where and how to find information
•	 Problem solving skills – being able to present a solution clearly, take a flexible approach, tackle a problem with 

confidence and perseverance, and appreciate when to seek help.
•	 Self-management – through approaches to work, time management, ability to work independently, determination.

Further Mathematics A-level students and graduates are in high demand by employers. Mathematics is the 
essential transferable component across all Science, Engineering, Technology and Mathematics subjects. It is very 
useful for careers in the Financial Services.
You can find out more about the many opportunities for Mathematics graduates by visiting http://www.
mathscareers.org.uk/article/who-employs-mathematicians/

YEAR 1 YEAR 2

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

GENERAL A-LEVEL
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GRADE 

C*
 or higher in 

Geography 

Grade C* or above in GCSE Geography.

GEOGRAPHY
COURSE ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD

CCEA

Paper 1:  16% of A-level
AS1: Physical Geography:
1.	 Fluvial Environments (Rivers)
2.	 Ecosystems
3.	 Atmosphere (weather and climate)

Paper 2: 16% of A-level
AS2: Human Geography:
1.	 Population
2.	 Settlement
3.	 Development

Paper 3:  8% of A-level
Fieldwork Skills and Techniques in Geography:
Section A:  Skills related to fieldwork, including a 
written report (100 words). 
Section B:  Skills and techniques – data collection, 

Paper 1:  24% of A-level
Physical Geography 
Two units from: Option A: Plate Tectonics
Option B: Tropical Ecosystems
Option C: Dynamic Coastal Environments 
Option D: Climate Change – Past and Present

Paper 2:  24% of A-level
Human Geography 
Option A: Cultural Geography 
Option B: Planning for Sustainable Settlements
Option C: Ethnic Diversity 
Option D: Tourism

Paper 3:  12% of A-level 
Decision making exercise

ASSESSMENT 
AS-level comprises 40% of the total A-level mark and 
is sat through three examinations. The Human and 
Physical papers are comprised of a mixture of resource 
and knowledge- based questions. On each paper you 
will answer two out of three essay questions. A2-level 
comprises 60% of the total A-level mark. For each 
section you choose between two 35 mark sections.

GENERAL COMMENTS 
There has never been a better or more important time 
to study Geography. With growing interest in issues 
such as climate change, migration, environmental 
degradation and social cohesion/ethnic conflict, 
Geography is one of the most relevant courses you 
could choose to study.

The AS/A-level Geography courses in particular, contribute greatly to developing a wide range of skills such as 
literacy, numeracy, spoken communication, computer literacy, use of maps and diagrams, analysis, interpretation 
and presentation of information, decision-making, planning and organisation, individual initiative and teamwork.
Geography is listed as one of the “Russell Group” subjects and is highly regarded by the top 24 UK universities. 
A-level Geography can lead to a career in a variety of professions such as town planning, law, teaching, civil 
engineering and journalism. Put simply, Geographers are highly employable.

YEAR 1 YEAR 2

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

GENERAL A-LEVEL
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GRADE 

B
 or higher in 

English 
Language 

Grade B or above in GCSE English Language.

GOVERNMENT AND 
POLITICS
COURSE ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD

CCEA

Paper 1: AS1:  40% of AS and 16 % of A-level
The Government and Politics of Northern Ireland 
•	 The Northern Ireland Assembly
•	 The Executive Committee
•	 Political Parties in Northern Ireland

Paper 2: AS2: 60% of AS and 24% of A-level
The British Political Process 
•	 Parliament and the Executive
•	 The British Judiciary

Paper 1: A21:  35% of A-level
Comparative Government: US/UK  
•	 The government and politics of the USA – 		
	 the Legislative branch
•	 The government and politics of the USA − 		
	 the Executive branch
•	 Comparative government

Paper 2: A22:  25% of A-level
Political Power  
•	 The factors involved in the exercise of political 	
	 power
•	 Theories of political power

ASSESSMENT 
In year 1 you will sit two AS papers. For AS1, the paper 
will last 75 minutes and will consist of one source and 
four questions. For AS2, the paper will last for 105 
minutes and will consist of five questions.
In year 2 you will sit two A2 papers. For A21, the paper 
will last 135 minutes and will consist of one source and 
six questions. For A22, the paper will last for 90 minutes 
and consist of one source and five questions.

GENERAL COMMENTS 
The Department uses a variety of teaching methods, 
particularly focusing on the use of group work and ICT. 
Particular emphasis is put on developing independent 
learning skills through structured use of the Library and 
Study facilities. As Politics is an ever-changing subject, 
students are encouraged to develop their awareness 
of current affairs and to incorporate such knowledge 
into their written work. In addition, students are given 
regular opportunities to meet with local politicians 
and are taken on an annual study visit to Parliament 
Buildings at Stormont.

Developing the skills associated with the study of Politics can equip students with the ability to pursue any 
number of professions. Students develop skills in writing, communication and analysis. They are taught to think 
independently, showing tolerance for others and concern for current affairs. Politics students can go on to gain 
employment in any number of areas including Accountancy, Business, Law, Journalism, Education, Finance, the 
Civil Service or any other profession where possession of the above skills is regarded as a necessity by employers. 
We also have a number of past pupils who have successfully become local political representatives.

YEAR 1 YEAR 2

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

GENERAL A-LEVEL
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GRADE 

C
 or higher in 

Mathematics and 
English Language

Grade BB in GCSE Mathematics and English Language.
Pupils studying this subject at A-level are required to bring a
laptop/tablet device to school for the completion of
coursework.

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
COURSE ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD

CCEA

3.1		 Unit AS 1: Promoting Quality Care.

3.2		 Unit AS 2: Communication in Health, 		
		  Social Care and Early Years Settings.

3.3		 Unit AS 3: Health and Well-Being.

3.4		 Unit AS 4: Safeguarding Children.

3.5		 Unit AS 5: Adult Service Users.

3.6		 Unit AS 6: Holistic Therapies.

3.7		 Unit AS 7: Understanding the 			 
		  Physiology of Health and Illness.

3.8		 Unit A2 1: Applied Research.

3.9		 Unit A2 2: Body Systems and 			 
		  Physiological Disorders.

3.10	 Unit A2 3: Providing Services.

3.11	 Unit A2 4: Health Promotion.

3.12	 Unit A2 5: Supporting the Family.

3.13	 Unit A2 6: Understanding Human 
		  Behaviour.

3.14	 Unit A2 7: Human Nutrition and Health.

ASSESSMENT 
You will have a written examination in the form of a 
question and answer booklet in Units 3 & 5. These 
examinations will last two hours. For all other units you 
will be assessed by coursework.

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Why choose GCE Health and Social Care?
The health, social care and early years sectors 
are major employers in the public, voluntary and 
private sectors in Northern Ireland. This broad based 
qualification gives students the opportunity to study 
an eclectic range of subjects relevant to these sectors, 
including communication, physiology, social policy and 
psychology. The qualification will appeal to students with 
an interest in health and well-being and caring for others.

Students acquire skills that are valued in further and 
higher education, as well as in the workplace. These 
include research, investigation, analysis, communication, 
problem solving and working with others.

Students typically study two or three other A-level 
subjects along with the Single Award Health & Social 
Care qualification.

The GCE in Health and Social Care qualifies for UCAS points so if you complete it successfully you could move 
on to study for a degree or BTEC Higher National Diploma in related subjects. You could also go on to relevant 
employment within health and social care services.

YEAR 1 YEAR 2

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

APPLIED A-LEVELd

 Personal laptop/tablet 
device required
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GRADE 

B
 or higher in 

History 

Grade B or above in GCSE History.

HISTORY

COURSE ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD

CCEA

Paper 1:  50% of AS/20% of A-level
AS1 Option 5: Germany 1919-1945 
This topic explores the following content:
•	 The Weimar Republic 1919-1929
•	 The decline of Weimar and the Rise of the Nazis
•	 Developments in Nazi Germany 1933-1939
•	 The impact of the war on Nazi Germany and 		
	 occupied territories in Eastern Europe 1939-1945

Paper 2: 50% of AS/20% of A-level
AS2 Option 6: Italy’s Quest for Great Power Status 
1871-1943 
This topic explores the following content:
•	 Italy’s quest for Great Power Status 1871-1914
•	 The First World War and Peace settlement
•	 The rise and consolidation of Fascism 1919-1926
•	 Mussolini’s foreign policy 1922-1943

Paper 1:  20% of A-level
A21 Option 5: Clash of Ideologies 1900-2000  
This topic explores the following content:
•	 The relationship between Communist Russia and 	
	 Western governments

Paper 2: 40% of A-level
A22 Option 3: Ireland 1778-1803 or Partition of Ireland 
1900-1925

ASSESSMENT 
In year 1 you will sit two exams each lasting 1 hour 30 
minutes. In Paper 1 you will answer a short 10 mark 
question and two source questions. In Paper 2 you 
will answer two questions from a choice of three. Each 
question has two parts, a short 8 mark question and an 
extended 22 mark essay. In year 2 you will sit two exams. 
Paper 1 will last 1 hour and 15 minutes you will answer 
one synoptic essay question from a choice of two. Paper 
2 will last 2 hours 30 minutes and you will answer three 
questions; two source questions and one extended essay.

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Studying History will enable you to develop important 
skills that will be useful to you throughout your life 
and particularly in your career. It enables you to 
ask questions; express your own opinions; process 
information; think independently; structure arguments 
and understand the views of others.

These skills enable History graduates to move into a variety of further education courses. For example Law, 
Management, Research, Teaching, Journalism, Tourism and many more. Many of our students study History 
alongside a Science subject because History compliments this choice due to the high levels of literacy and 
critical thinking skills they gain.

Did you know that ¼ of all degrees offered by Russell Group Universities require/prefer History as an A-level 
subject? Also, The Higher Education Statistical Agency places History in the top five disciplines in terms of 
successful employability within the first six months of graduation?

YEAR 1 YEAR 2

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

GENERAL A-LEVEL
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GRADE 

C*
 or higher in 

Mathematics and 
English Language

Grade C* in GCSE Mathematics and English Language.
Students can choose Information Technology without 
studying IT before. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
COURSE ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD

OCR

50% of A-level

Unit 1: 	 Communication and employability 		
	 skills for IT - Mandatory

Unit 2:	 Information Systems - Mandatory

Unit 12: 	Website production

50% of A-level

Unit 10: Developing computer games

Unit 23: Database design 

Unit 43: Understanding social media for business

ASSESSMENT 
Pupils will complete six coursework units in the 
qualification over the two years. The course consists 
of two Mandatory Units and four Optional Units. This 
qualification is internally assessed by centre assessors 
(teachers) and externally moderated by OCR Visiting 
Moderators. This qualification is graded: Pass, Merit, 
Distinction and Distinction*.  An overall grade will be 
awarded at the end of Year 14.

GENERAL COMMENTS 
The Cambridge Technical qualification offers learners 
the opportunity for a programme of study to:

•	 Prepare for future learning or training.
•	 Develop essential knowledge, transferrable skills and 

personal skills in IT with the aim of enhancing their 
employability.

•	 Achieve a nationally recognised vocational 
qualification. 

•	 Move into different areas of employment.

This course is perfectly suited to meet the needs of students wishing to progress towards careers that lead to:
•	 Software Engineering	
•	 Computer Games Development
•	 Computer Science	
•	 Multimedia Design
•	 ICT management	
•	 Careers that relate to the use of ICT involving the management of people

YEAR 1 YEAR 2

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

CAMBRIDGE TECHNICALS

This qualification is designed for learners who are interested in a basic introduction to the study of Information 
Technology alongside other fields of study, with a view to progressing to a wide range of higher education courses.
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GRADE 

A
 or higher in 

Irish 

Grade A in GCSE Irish.

IRISH

COURSE ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD

CCEA

WORTH 40% OF A-LEVEL 
AS 1:  Speaking 12% of A-level (30% of AS)
Question 1: A 3 minute presentation based on an AS 
level theme related to an element of Irish culture
Question 2: 8 minute conversation
Preparation of AS1 is through tutorials with the Irish 
Assistant in groups of a maximum of three.

AS 2: Listening, Reading and Use of Language 16% of 
A-level (40% of AS) 
Section A: Two discrete sets of questions based on 
two separate recordings. Students use individual CD 
players to complete these tasks.
Section B: Students complete a reading 
comprehension and translate a passage from Irish to 
English
Section C: Four questions based on various aspects 
of grammar. One question with short sentences to 
be translated from English to Irish

AS 3: Extended Writing 12% of A-level (30% of AS) 
Students write one essay in response to a set film.

WORTH 60% OF A-LEVEL 
A2 1:  Speaking 18% of A-level
Question 1: a 6 minute discussion on a research project 
based on an element of Irish culture, a region of Ireland 
or a period of Irish history
Question 2: 9 minute conversation
Preparation of A2 1 is through tutorials with the Irish 
Assistant in groups of a maximum of three.

A2 2: Listening and Reading 24% of A-level
Section A: Two discrete sets of questions on two 
separate recordings. Students use individual CD players 
to complete these tasks.
Section B: Students answer two sets of questions and 
complete one summary exercise and one translation 
from English to Irish
Section C: Students write one essay in response to a 
set literary text studied in class

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Lessons use a variety of resources and teaching methods. Students are encouraged to develop and argue their own 
opinions on a range of matters and class discussion is an important element of the course. Tutorials with the Irish 
Assistant are a more relaxed way in which oral skills are developed. Students are encouraged to read and listen to 
news/current affairs articles in order to develop their abilities with unseen material. Attendance at courses in the 
Donegal Gaeltacht is encouraged.

The successful AS/A-level student will have a qualification which should enhance his employment prospects 
anywhere in Ireland, and indeed further afield, as Irish is now a recognized European language. These qualifications 
can give him access to University courses including, but not limited to, Arts, Business Studies and Media Studies. 
There is also an increase in the number of Irish–Medium university courses available to students with A-level Irish. 
This is a rapidly growing employment sector where year on year there is increased employment for fluent Irish 
speakers, even in times of growing unemployment

YEAR 1 YEAR 2

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

GENERAL A-LEVEL
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GRADE 

BB*
 or higher in 

Double Award
GCSE Science 

GRADE 

A
 or higher in 

Single Award
Science 

Grades BB* in GCSE Double Award Science or Grade A 
in Single Award Science. Personal laptop/tablet device 
required.

LIFE AND HEALTH SCIENCE
COURSE ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

The A-level Double Award will comprise six AS units plus a further six A2 units. Half the course is delivered in Thornhill 
College. All Units have equal weighing. Units marked with [*] will examined via written exams [May 2018]. All other units 
will be internally assessed through portfolio evidence.

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD

CCEA

AS Unit 1 	 Experimental Techniques

AS Unit 2* 	 Human Body Systems *

AS Unit 3* 	 Aspects of Physical Chemistry 		
		  in Industrial Processes*

AS Unit 4 	 Brain Science

AS Unit 5* 	 Material Science *

AS Unit 6 	 Medicine, Drugs and Clinical Trials

The school will choose six units (Three exams and 
three portfolio units)

A2 Unit 1 	 Scientific Method, Investigation, 		
		  Analysis and Evaluation

A2 Unit 2* 	 Organic Chemistry*

A2 Unit 3* 	 Medical Physics*

A2 Unit 5* 	 Genetics, Stem Cell Research 		
		  and Cloning*

A2 Unit 6 	 Microbiology

A2 Unit 9 	 Analytical Chemistry Techniques

GENERAL COMMENTS 
The qualification allows for a number of progression routes:

Higher Education: The Advanced awards provide a sound basis for progression to a range of HE courses, e.g. 
biochemical science, chemistry, food technology, human physiology, materials science, medical physics, nursing, sports 
science or any science based course.

Employment: The specification aims to maintain and support the recognised standards demanded for science 
education and training in order to meet the requirements of various science sectors: chemical industry, health care, 
leisure and associated industries, medical and laboratory based science, food and catering industries.

Many of our past students have gone on to study or follow careers in Marine Biology, Dietetics and Food 
Nutrition, Teaching, Sports Science, Occupational Therapy, Forensic Anthropology, Nursing, Podiatry, 
Optometry, Radiography and Physiotherapy.

YEAR 1 YEAR 2

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

GENERAL A-LEVEL

 Personal laptop/tablet 
device required
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GRADE 

A
 or higher in 

Mathematics
(taking units M4 & M8

Grade A in GCSE Mathematics (taking units M4 & M8)
or at least a grade B in GCSE Further Mathematics along
with a grade B in GCSE Mathematics. Note, having
studied GCSE Further Mathematics is not a requirement
to study A-level Mathematics.

MATHEMATICS
COURSE ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD

CCEA

Students study two modules for AS-level Mathematics 
in Year 13. This contributes 40% to the overall A-level 
grade.
Paper 1: AS 1 (Pure) 24% of A-level 
Algebra and functions
Co-ordinate Geometry Sequences and Series 
Trigonometry
Exponentials and logarithms Calculus: 
Differentiation and Integration
Vectors

Paper 2: AS 2 (Applied) 16% of A-level 
Quantities and units
Kinematics (Moving in a straight line) Forces and 
Newton’s Laws
Statistical sampling
Data presentation and interpretation Probability
Statistical distributions

Students study two modules for A-level Mathematics in 
Year 14. This contributes 60% to the overall A-level grade.

Paper 1: A2 1 (Pure)  36% of A-level
Algebra and functions Co-ordinate Geometry 
Sequences and series Trigonometry
Calculus: Differentiation Calculus: Integration 
Numerical Methods

Paper 2: A2 2 (Applied) 24% of A-level
Kinematic
Moments
Impulse and momentum Probability
Statisitcal distributions Statistical hypothesis testing 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
A-level Mathematics prepares you well for university and employment as it helps you to develop essential skills for 
your future career path.  The course helps you to develop transferable skills, such as:
•	 Analytical skills - clear thinking, attention to detail, ability to follow complex reasoning, ability to understand and 

construct logical arguments.
•	 Communication skills – ability to answer questions clearly and to communicate an argument precisely and logically, 

both orally and in written form
•	 Investigative skills – knowing where and how to find information
•	 Problem solving skills – being able to present a solution clearly, take a flexible approach, tackle a problem with 

confidence and perseverance, and appreciate when to seek help.
•	 Self-management – through approaches to work, time management, ability to work independently, determination.

Mathematics A-level students and graduates are in high demand by employers. Mathematics is the essential 
transferable component across all Science, Engineering, Technology and Mathematics subjects. It is very useful 
for careers in the Financial Services.
You can find out more about the many opportunities for Mathematics graduates by visiting http://www.
mathscareers.org.uk/article/who-employs-mathematicians/

YEAR 1 YEAR 2

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

GENERAL A-LEVEL

GRADE 

B
 or higher in 

Further
Mathematics
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GRADE 

A
 or higher in 

Music

Grade A or above in GCSE Music and a minimum of Grade 4 
standard (or equivalent) on an instrument/voice.

MUSIC
COURSE ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD

CCEA

AS 1:  13% of A-level
Performing
Solo performance and viva voce externally assessed 
by a visiting examiner

AS 2: 13% of A-level
Composing
Composition task with a written commentary

AS 3:  14% of A-level
Responding to Music: two written examinations, 
lasting 3 hours in total Areas:

Responding to Music: listening, analysis and 
appraising Compulsory areas of study:

Music for orchestra 1700-1900 Sacred Vocal Music 
(Anthems) Secular Vocal Music (Musicals)

A2 1:  19.5% of A-level
Performing
Solo performance and viva voce externally assessed by 
a visiting examiner

A2 2: 19.5% of A-level
Composing
Composition task with a written commentary

A2 3:  21% of A-level
Responding to Music: two written examinations, lasting 
3 hours, 15 minutes in total Areas:

Responding to Music: listening, analysis and appraising 
Compulsory areas of study:

Music for orchestra in the Twentieth Century Sacred 
Vocal Music - Mass/Requiem Mass Secular Vocal Music, 
1600-Present Day

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Lessons use a variety of teaching methods from 
individual work to group work. Pupils need to be able 
to play an instrument or sing to a minimum of Grade 
4 standard (or equivalent) for AS-level. Pupils are 
expected to practice their instrument/voice on a daily 
basis and should read around the subject and listen 
to relevant musical extracts to complement their class 
work. Mastering the skills of composition and essay 
writing are also important components of this course.

Many pupils continue to third level to undertake degrees in courses such as Music, Music Technology, 
Performance, Production, Song writing and Commercial Music.

A-level Music can commonly lead to a career in teaching, performance, composition or arts administration. Other 
career paths for Music graduates include Music therapy, broadcasting, publishing, politics, law and the civil 
service.

YEAR 1 YEAR 2

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

APPLIED A-LEVEL

GRADE 

4
a minimum of 

on an
instrument/voice

ASSESSMENT 
In year 1 you will have a solo performing assessment 
with viva voce, composition assessment with a 
commentary, and two written papers lasting 3 hours 
in total. In year 2 you will again have a solo performing 
assessment with viva voce, composition assessment 
with a commentary and two written papers lasting 3 
hours and 15 minutes in total.
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GRADE 

B
 or higher in 

PE

Grade B in GCSE PE and Grade BB in Double Award Science.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
COURSE ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD

WJEC

AS Unit 1: Exploring Physical Education

Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes, 24% of 
qualification
1.	 Exercise physiology, performance analysis 		
	 and training
2.	 Sport psychology
3.	 Skill acquisition
4.	 Sport and society

AS Unit 2: Improving personal performance in 
Physical Education 

Non-exam assessment: 16% of qualification
•	 practical performance in one activity as a player/	
	 performer
•	 practical performance as a coach or official
•	 Personal Performance Profile (Coursework)

A2 Unit 3: Evaluating Physical Education

Written examination: 2 hours 36% of qualification
To assess all A-level subject content - A range 
of questions to include data response, short and 
extended answers.
1.	 Exercise physiology, performance analysis 		
	 and training
2.	 Sport psychology
3.	 Skill acquisition
4.	 Sport and society

A2 Unit 4: Refining personal performance in 
physical education 

Non-exam assessment: 24% of qualification
To assess:
•	 practical performance in one activity as a player/	
	 performer, coach or official
•	 Investigative Research (Coursework)

GENERAL COMMENTS 
This course offers students the opportunity to gain an understanding of how the mind and body combine to optimise 
performance. Units in physiology, biomechanics and psychology enlighten the student about the complexities of 
modern sport and investigation of the origins and history give an insight into why it is the fastest growing industry 
in the world. With components in practical performance, coaching and classroom theory the student will avail of a 
complete educational experience

Many pupils go on to take degrees in Sports Science. Pupils can go on to careers in education, coaching, sports 
management, leisure management, sports development, personal training, journalism, physiotherapy. Here are 
examples of how some of our A-level PE students from recent years have gone on to use A-level PE in their work:

YEAR 1 YEAR 2

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

APPLIED A-LEVEL

GRADE 

BB
 or higher in 

Double Award
Science

Paul King – PE Teacher (Dubai) 
Conan Doherty – Sports Journalist (Sportsjoe.ie Dublin)
Aidan McLaughlin – Ulster GAA Promotion Officer
Michael Hegarty – Physio and Soccer Coach (Derry City)

Leigh Hawkins – Physiotherapy (London)
Dermot McBride – Personal Trainer (Foyle Arena)
Ronan O’Donnell – IFA Soccer Coach (North West) 
Stephen Cleary – Adidas Europe Social Media Manager
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GRADE 

AA
 or higher in 

Double Award
Science

Grade A in GCSE Mathematics and minimum Grades AA in 
Double Award Science or minimum Grade A in GCSE Physics 
(Triple Award Science). It is highly recommended that this 
course is studied in addition to A-level Mathematics.

PHYSICS
COURSE ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD

CCEA

Paper 1:  AS 1 - 40% of AS, 16% of A-level
AS 1: Forces, Energy and Electricity 
1 hour 45 min examination paper			 
Below is a sample of some of the units examined -
1.3	 Principle of Moments            1.4 Linear Motion
1.6 	 Newton’s Laws of Motion
1.8	 Work done, Potential Energy and Kinetic Energy
1.9	 Electric Current, Charge, Voltage
1.10	 Resistance and Resistivity

Paper 2: AS 2 - 40% of AS, 16% of A-level 
AS 2: Waves, Photons and Astronomy 
1 hour 45min examination paper 			 
Below is a sample of some of the units examined -
2.1	 Waves		  2.5 Quantum Physics
2.2	Refraction 		  2.7 Astronomy
2.3	Lenses

Paper 3:  AS 3 - 20% of AS, 8% of A-level
AS Practical Techniques and Data Analysis 
2 (1 hour) components.

Students complete an externally assessed 
test of practical skills consisting of short tasks, 
and a separate paper requiring the analysis of 
experimental results.

Paper 1: A2 1 - 24% of A-level
4.1 Deformation of solids
4.2 Thermal physics
4.3 Uniform circular motion
4.6 Nuclear decay
4.8 Nuclear fission and fusion

Paper 2: A2 2 - 24% of A-level
A2 2: Fields, Capacitors and Particle Physics
5.2	Gravitational fields
5.3	Electric fields
5.5 Magnetic fields
5.7 Particle accelerators

Paper 3:  A2 3 - 12% of A-level
A2 3: Practical Techniques and Data Analysis 
2 (1 hour) components 

Students complete an externally assessed test of 
practical skills consisting of short tasks, and a separate 
paper requiring the analysis of experimental results.

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Physics is a challenging and interesting subject which will help you to understand the world and universe around you! 
A-level Physics is also an important qualification for many careers. Some students go on to study Physics at university. 
This may lead to a career in research and development, either in a University or in industry. Financial institutions are 
also keen to hire Physics graduates.

The majority of those who study A-level Physics do so in order to apply their Physics knowledge in another subject 
area at University. Examples of this are the many branches of engineering, electronics, computer programmers and 
meteorology. For these careers, A-level Physics is essential. Another group of students choose to study Physics 
because they feel that it will be useful even if not essential for their career. Those intending to follow a career in 
medicine, actuary and biochemistry fall into this category.
The remainder are going to follow a career in a completely unrelated area such as law or accountancy. This 
group of students may have chosen Physics simply because they enjoy it or because they know that it is highly 
regarded by universities as a test of problem-solving ability and logical thought. http://www.physics.org/careers.
asp?contentid=381

YEAR 1 YEAR 2

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

GENERAL A-LEVEL

GRADE 

A
or higher in 

Mathematics or
Physics
(Triple Award Science)
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GRADE 

C*
 or higher in 

Religious Studies and
English Language

Grade C* or above in GCSE Religious Studies and GCSE 
English Language

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
COURSE ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD

CCEA

Paper 1: 20% of A-level
Unit 7: Foundations of Ethics with Special 
Reference to issues in Medical Ethics 
This topic explores the following content:
•	 Deontological approaches to moral 			 
	 decision making.
•	 Teleological approaches to moral decision 		
	 making.
•	 Life and death issues.
•	 Developments in bioethics.

Paper 2: 20% of A-level
Unit 8: Philosophy of Religion
This topic explores the following content:
•	 Arguments for the existence of God.
•	 God, atheism and the problem of evil.
•	 The problem of miracle. 
•	 Religious experience and its credentials.

Paper 1: 30% of A-level
Unit 7: Global Ethics
This topic explores the following content:
•	 Moral theory.
•	 Global rights.
•	 Global issues.
•	 Conscience, freedom and tolerance

Paper 2: 30% of A-level
Unit 8: Themes in the Philosophy of Religion 
This topic explores the following content:
•	 Religious language, science and religious belief.
•	 The afterlife: body, soul and personal identity.
•	 Religion and morality.
•	 Faith, freedom and atheism.

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Lessons use a variety of teaching methods from group 
work to individual research or pupils can present a 
piece of work to the whole class. Pupils are expected to 
read around the subject and compile their own notes to 
compliment work undertaken in class.

Preparation for knowledge tests is important as is 
learning the skills to write good quality essays.

Many pupils go on to third level to take degrees in law, history, economics, theology, philosophy, English 
and many other humanities subjects. A-level RE can lead to a career in Law, Social Work, Teaching, 
Counselling, Journalism, Research, Personnel Management, Posts in further and higher education 
(lecturer) and Finance.

YEAR 1 YEAR 2

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

GENERAL A-LEVEL

ASSESSMENT 
In year 1 you will sit two exam papers each lasting 
1 hour 20 minutes. In each paper you will be given 
four essay questions and you answer two. In Year 2 
you will sit two exams each lasting 2 hours. You will 
be given four essay questions in each paper and you 
answer three. One of these questions is a synoptic 
assessment.



GRADE 

A
 or higher in 

Spanish

Grade A in GCSE Spanish.

SPANISH
COURSE ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD

CCEA

40% of A-level 
The GCE course is broken into thematic categories:

Relationships: Different family structures, roles, 
responsibilities and relationships within families, 
challenges, intergenerational issues, influences on 
young people. 

Culture and Lifestyle: Physical well-being, diet and 
exercise, smoking, alcohol, drugs, extreme sports, 
hobbies and interests, the Arts, film, fashion and 
design, social media, new technology, holidays, 
festivals and tourism.

1 Speaking:  30% of AS, 12% of A-level
Presentation (3 minutes) 	Conversation (8 minutes)

2 Listening, Reading and Use of Language 
40% of AS, 16% of A-level
(2 hours) Listening with individual CD player, 
Reading question, Translation from Spanish to 
English, Use of Language.	

3 Extended Writing 30% of AS, 12% of A-level
One essay in response to set film or literary text.	  	
(1 hour)

60% of A-level 
The GCE course is broken into thematic categories:

Young People in Society:  Part-time jobs, education 
and employment, career planning, young people and 
democracy, European citizenship, societal attitudes and 
young people.  

Our Place in a Changing World:  Equality/inequality 
and discrimination/prejudice, poverty, immigration and 
emigration, multicultural society and cultural identity, 
conflict, sustainable living and environmental issues.

1 Speaking:  18% of A-level
Discussion on research project (6 minutes) 
Conversation (9 minutes)

2 Listening & Reading   24% of A-level
(2 hours 45 minutes), Listening, Reading – gap- fill, 
Reading Comprehension, Summary, Translation from 
English to Spanish	

3 Extended Writing:  18% of A-level
One essay on set literary text.

GENERAL COMMENTS 
350 million people around the world speak Spanish. Speaking Spanish will improve your employment potential and 
will allow you to operate in the future on a global platform. Pupils who enjoy Spanish will find the atmosphere of the 
A-level class quite different from that of GCSE; there is a much higher level of pupil interaction and discussion. Pupils 
who do A-level Spanish will be given an opportunity to take part in a Spanish trip or exchange.

Learning Spanish will enrich you culturally and enhance your travel experiences. Spain has long been the 
number one holiday destination for the UK and Ireland but increasingly we have opportunities to travel to 
Central and South America for leisure and business. Combining Spanish with other subject areas will enhance 
your Career Opportunities in international business, government, travel or communications, where knowledge of 
a foreign language and of foreign cultures will give you an edge.

YEAR 1

YEAR 2

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

GENERAL A-LEVEL
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GRADE 

C
 or higher in 

Mathematics and 
English Language

Minimum 5 GCSE grades A-C.  Must include Mathematics and 
English Language. Grade C in GCSE Physical Education is desirable 
but not essential.  Personal laptop/tablet device required.

SPORT, COACHING AND 
DEVELOPMENT
COURSE ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD

PEARSON

•	 Anatomy & Physiology in Sport
•	 Health, Wellbeing &Sport
•	 Developing Coaching Skills
•	 Sports Development
•	 Self-employment in Sport
•	 Careers in Sport

•	 Sports Nutrition
•	 Applied Coaching Skills
•	 Sports Injuries
•	 Fitness Testing
•	 Fitness Training
•	 Sports Psychology

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Work Experience: One day working with children where 
you will develop as a leader and a second day working 
with sports professionals in an environment where you 
hope to work in the future.

Guest Speaker: Range from Tyson Fury’s strength & 
conditioning coach to Olympic athletes and Liverpool’s 
former C.E.O., Peter Moore.

Global Coaching Conference: In November, employers 
present their job offers to our students. students have 
secured jobs in Dubai as well as USA, Canada, China, Sri 
Lanka and Qatar.

International Exchange: Opportunity to travel to meet 
and learn with other cohorts across England, Ireland 
and Wales. Students can apply for our 7-10 day learning 
exchanges in Tenerife, Finland and Qatar.

1. 	 University: UUJ, Stranmillis, Liverpool Hope and Manchester Met are the main university destinations. Sports Science,  
Sports Coaching and Sports Studies are the three main choices of degrees each year.

2. 	 College: Foundation degrees in sports, exercise and fitness in Belfast Met and Liverpool College.

3. 	 Global pathways: each year our graduates have the opportunity to take up both short (9 weeks) and long term (12 	
months) contracts with our global coaching partners in America, Canada, Sri Lanka, Qatar and China. There are 
unlimited places in America and Canada and 6-8 places in each of the other destinations.

4. 	 Sports Apprenticeships: Graduate apprenticeships with local sports companies. We partner Skill School NI so each 
year we have 2-3 graduates go straight into full time jobs and apprenticeships in the coaching and sports industry.

5. 	 Scholarship: We provide the foundation for a full time playing and studying pathway in America through our 
scholarship programme.

YEAR 1 YEAR 2

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

BTEC EXTENDED DIPLOMA

ASSESSMENT 
The coursework units involve the completion of set tasks 
and will be assessed using a grading scale of Distinction 
(D), Merit (M), Pass (P) and Unclassified (U). A summative 
Grade for each unit will be awarded as a Pass, Merit or 
Distinction. To achieve a ‘Pass’ grade, a student must 
have satisfied all the Pass grading criteria. To achieve a 
‘Merit’ grade, a student must additionally have satisfied 
all the Merit grading criteria. To achieve a ‘Distinction’ 
grade, a student must additionally have satisfied all the 
Distinction grading criteria.
The Research unit will be assessed using a grading 
scale of Distinction (D), Merit (M), Pass (P), Near Pass (N) 
and Unclassified (U).
At the end of year two, an overall Grade is calculated 
using grades awarded in each of the twelve units. An 
overall DDD award in BTEC is equivalent to a Grade 
AAA at A-level.

 Personal laptop/tablet 
device required

The BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma is equivalent to three A-levels. The course involves the delivery of twelve 
units over two academic years. Students will sit one controlled assessment for the research unit which is externally 
assessed, and the other eleven units are internally assessed on completion of a number of coursework tasks. The units 
you will study are:



GRADE 

C*
 or higher in 

Technology and Design 
or Engineering

Grade C* in GCSE Technology and Design or 
GCSE Engineering. 

TECHNOLOGY AND DESIGN
COURSE ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD

CCEA

AS 1:  20% of A-level
Written Examination (Two 1 hour papers)
Paper 1 (Common core): Topics include – 
Materials, Manufacturing processes, Emerging 
Composite Technologies, Product Analysis, Quality 
and Safety.

Paper 2 (Product Design): Topics include - 
Design and Communication, Composites and 
Smart Materials, Safety, Manufacturing Production 
and Quality, influences on Product Design and 
Intellectual Property Rights.

AS 2:  20% of A-level
Coursework (Portfolio of up to ten A3 pages and a 
3D model or prototype). 
The emphasis in this unit is on the analysis and 
development of an existing product with a view to 
redesigning the product or an aspect of it.

A2 1:  30% of A-level
Written Examination (One 2 hour paper)
Topics include – Environmental Issues, Quality 
Assurance and Quality Control, Product Life Cycle, ICT 
in Manufacture, and Technological Developments in 
Society.

A2 2:  30% of A-level
Coursework (Portfolio of up to 20 A3 pages and 	 a 
Product).
The emphasis in this unit is on the development of a 
practical outcome with a design portfolio in response to 
a client focussed or real world need. The final outcome 
must incorporate a range of product design features 
and showcase a range of technical, design and making 
skills.

GENERAL COMMENTS 
This course is both classroom and workshop based, 
and explores Technology and Design in a range of 
different contexts and scenarios. Through the topics 
studied in the classroom, students will gain a deeper 
understanding of Product Design and will also have 
the opportunity to work with a range of materials to 
design and manufacture their own product. The course 
appeals to those who have an enquiring mind, a desire 
to solve problems and are interested in designing and 
making. Students who demonstrate an organised and 
committed approach to coursework do exceptionally 
well in this course, which in turn opens the gate to 
numerous third level opportunities.

Product Design, Graphics Designer, Mechanical Engineer, Manufacturing Engineer, Market Researcher, CAD 
Technician, and Teaching.

YEAR 1 YEAR 2

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

APPLIED A-LEVEL

ASSESSMENT 
The two units studied at AS-level are worth 20% each 
and will contribute 40% of marks towards the final 
A-level Grade. Questions in the written examination 
will relate to materials, processes and technologies 
associated with product design and will require short 
and extended answers. The two units studied at 
A2-level are worth 30% each and will contribute 60% 
towards the final Grade.
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A FORWARD THINKING SCHOOL
LEAVERS’ DESTINATIONS

We are so proud of all our #collegeboys and are 
inspired every year by the vast and varied range of 
courses and careers that become the destinations 
of our leavers.  These destinations include local 
universities; universities in England and Scotland as 
well as the Republic of Ireland and further afield.  The 
USA is fast becoming a viable destination for our boys!

Other pupils will choose to follow a path into Further 
Education at North West Regional College or 
Letterkenny Institute of Technology while those ready 
to ‘earn as they learn’ will take up apprenticeship 
opportunities.  

There really is a pathway for everyone!

1
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 9 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
E X G N K F T I U B O C R Y D P L A S Z W Q V H M J

The order was determined by a random selection, witnessed by the Board of Governors. In the event of surnames beginning with 
the same initial letter, the subsequent letters of the surnames will be used in the order set out above.  

Admissions criteria for entry September 2026
St Columb’s College, Derry is a Catholic Grammar School for 
boys.  The school wishes to accept boys who are suitable 
for the type of education it offers, and whose parents are 
in agreement with the Philosophy and Aims of the school.  
Applicants must:
a)	 Produce a report from the Principal of St Columb’s or the 

Principal of the applicant’s previous school indicating 
a satisfactory standard of attendance, punctuality, 
behaviour and work.

b)	 Give a parental undertaking of continuing support for 
school aims and acceptance of responsibility for the 
applicant’s meeting the school standards of behaviour; 
and

c)	 Accept the rules of the school and understand that 
progress to Year 14 depends on a satisfactory standard of 
attendance, punctuality, behaviour and work.

Entry to Year 13 is open to candidates that:
a)	 After five years studying for GCSE (or six if having 

repeated any of Years 8-11), have achieved a minimum 
of 16 points over six subjects* – with at least four of 
these subjects being a B grade or better.  At least one 
of the subjects passed must be English or Mathematics.  
Any applicant who has failed to pass either English or 
Mathematics at GCSE must resit that subject before 
progressing into Year 14. The achievements of pupils 
who have qualifications equivalent to GCSEs (BTECs, 
Occupational Studies etc.) will be considered on a case 
by case basis.

b)	 After having spent six years studying for GCSE (and 
not having repeated any of Years 8-11), have achieved a 
minimum of 18 points over six subjects with at least five 
of these subjects being a B grade or better. At least one 
of the subjects passed must be English or Mathematics.  
Any applicant who has failed to pass either English or 
Mathematics at GCSE must resit that subject before 
progressing into Year 14. The achievements of pupils 
who have qualifications equivalent to GCSEs (BTECs, 
Occupational Studies etc.) will be considered on a case 
by case basis.

c)	 Have achieved, in the opinion of the Board of Governors, 
an equivalent standard to those stated in Clauses 1 or 2 
above.

d)	 Wish to repeat Year 13, having been in Year 13 at St 
Columb’s the previous year, having been recommended 
by the Principal, and to whom ‘special circumstances’ (i.e. 
medical or other problems which may have affected a 
student’s performance in Year 13) may apply.**

e)	 Will, in the opinion of the Board of Governors, achieve 
success in the courses open to them even if they have 
lower levels of achievement at GCSE.**

*Points are allocated as follows: A* = 5 points; A = 4 points; B = 
3 points; C* = 2 points; C = 1 point.

In selecting applicants for entry to Year 13 preference will be 
given in order of priority to:

1.	 Applicants wishing to repeat Year 13, having been in 
Year 13 at St Columb’s the previous year, having been 
recommended by the Principal, and to whom ‘special 
circumstances’ (i.e. medical or other problems which may 
have affected a student’s performance in Year 13) may 
apply.**

2.	 Applicants qualifying for entry from Year 12 at St Columb’s 
College. **

3.	 Applicants from other schools which do not have a 
Sixth Form, including those applicants that have in the 
opinion of the Board of Governors attained an equivalent 
standard to those stated in Clauses a) or b) above. **

4.	 Applicants from other schools including those applicants 
that have in the opinion of the Board of Governors 
attained an equivalent standard to those stated in 
Clauses a) or b) above. **

5.	 Applicants from St Columb’s College that wish to repeat 
Year 13.**

If there are more applicants - who satisfy any one of the 
above seven criteria when they are being applied in the order 
of priority set out above - than there are places available, 
then applicants will be selected to fill the remaining places 
by applying the following sub-criteria:

1.	 Applicants will be ranked by overall GCSE scores with A* 
= 5 points; A = 4 points; B = 3 points; C* = 2 points; C = 1 
point.

2.	 If there are more applicants who satisfy sub-criterion (1) 
than there are places available, the remaining places shall 
be filled by selecting on the basis of initial letter of the 
surname (as appears on the birth/adoption certificate) in 
the order set out below: 

** In addition, applicants must have achieved a satisfactory 
standard in terms of attendance, punctuality and behaviour.  
A satisfactory standard is deemed to be:

ATTENDANCE:	
At least 93% attendance in Years 11 and 12 (or Year 13).  
Those applicants who have not achieved this level of 
attendance must provide medical evidence to account for 
their absences.  The Principal may take account of ‘special 
circumstances’ that have impacted upon attendance.

PUNCTUALITY:	
No more than ten lates in Years 11 and 12 (or no more than five 
lates in Year 13) without due cause.

BEHAVIOUR:	
Not more than one suspension in Years 11 and 12 (or Year 13).
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Each applicant to Year 13 will be expected to study at least 
three full A-levels or the equivalent. It will only be in very 
exceptional circumstances that a student will be permitted to 
drop one AS subject and take up another one in Year 14 (this 
will also be subject to timetable restrictions).

Applicants wishing to study four AS-levels are required to 
gain 24 points over six subjects.

Criteria for Any Extra Places Made Available by the 
Department of Education for Admission into Year 13

The Department of Education may, on request, increase the 
number of applicants that the school can admit into its Year 
13. Places that become available in this way shall be allocated 
only to applicants who meet the basic eligibility criteria for 
Sixth Form study (as above) and shall be allocated in the 
order determined by the criteria to be applied in the order 
set down. 

1.	 Applicants who have most recently completed Year 12 in 
St Columb’s College.

2.	 Applicants from other schools where admission to an 
extra place at St Columb’s College has been agreed by 
the Department of Education.

Parents should note that the Department of Education will, in 
response to a school’s request, increase the school enrolment 
number in order to allow an extra Post-16 applicant to enrol. 
DE will first check whether there is another school or schools 
of a type suitable for that applicant within an hour’s journey 
of where the applicant lives. If there is, DE will then check 
whether this other school or schools with places available 
may provide all of the Post-16 courses that the applicant 
wishes to pursue. If these checks find that no other suitable 
school may provide all of the Post-16 courses that the 
applicant wishes to pursue – then DE will agree a school’s 
request for an extra place.

Entry to Year 14 is open to applicants that:
1.	 Have completed Year 13 in St Columb’s to the satisfaction 

of the Principal by achieving a minimum of grades CDD 
at AS-level.* Students studying a linear subject, such as 
English Literature, where a formal AS-level examination 
may not be undertaken, will need to have achieved 
a C or D grade in the subject in their internal school 
examination.

2.	 Having completed one year of A-level study or its 
equivalent in another school, have arrived in the Derry 
area from outside the school’s traditional catchment area 
(details of which are available from the College) and have 
submitted to the Principal a report from the Principal of 
that school which, as well as providing the information 
required in Clause 1 above, indicates that the applicant is 
likely to achieve a satisfactory A-level outcome (i.e. three 
grade Cs) in subjects offered by St Columb’s.

3.	 Qualify by age for grant-aid from DENI and wish to 
repeat Year 14, having been in Year 14 at St Columb’s 
the previous year, having a recommendation from the 
Principal and either (a) claiming ‘special circumstances’ 
(i.e. medical or other problems which may have affected 
an applicant’s performance in Year 14 or in the GCE 
Advanced Level examinations) or (b) having a realistic 
ambition to pursue a particular Third Level course of 
study and having fallen short of confirmation of his 
chosen UCAS offer(s) by not more than three grades.

Applicants who do not obtain a minimum of grades CDD at AS-
level must make an appointment (for themselves and a parent/
guardian) with a member of the Senior Management Team on 
the day that results are issued in order to discuss their options.

In selecting applicants for entry to Year 14 preference will be 
given in order of priority to:
1.	 Applicants that qualify by age for grant-aid from DENI 

and wish to repeat Year 14, having been in Year 14 at St 
Columb’s the previous year, having a recommendation 
from the Principal and to whom ‘special circumstances’ 
(i.e. medical or other problems which may have affected a 
student’s performance in Year 13) may apply.

2.	 Applicants that have completed Year 13 in St Columb’s to 
the satisfaction of the Principal by achieving a minimum 
of grades CDD at AS-level.

3.	 Applicants that have completed one year of A-level 
study or its equivalent in another school, has arrived 
in the Derry area from outside the school’s traditional 
catchment area (details of which are available from the 
College and at the College’s Open Evenings) and have 
submitted to the Principal a report from the Principal of 
that school which, as well as providing the information 
required in Clause 1 above, indicates that the applicant is 
likely to achieve a satisfactory A-level outcome (i.e. three 
grade Cs) in subjects offered by St Columb’s.*

4.	 Applicants that qualify by age for grant-aid from DENI 
and wish to repeat Year 14, having been in Year 14 at St 
Columb’s the previous year, having a recommendation 
from the Principal, having a realistic ambition to pursue a 
particular Third Level course of study and having fallen 
short of confirmation of his chosen UCAS offer(s) by not 
more than three grades.*

* In addition, applicants must have achieved a satisfactory 
standard in terms of attendance, punctuality and behaviour.  
A satisfactory standard is deemed to be:

ATTENDANCE	
At least 93% attendance in Year 13 (or Year 14).  Those 
applicants who have not achieved this level of attendance 
must provide medical evidence to account for their absences.  
The Principal may take account of ‘special circumstances’ 
that have impacted upon attendance.

PUNCTUALITY	
No more than five lates in Year 13 (or Year 14) without due 
cause.

BEHAVIOUR	
Not more than one suspension in Year 13 (or Year 14).  Any 
applicant who has been suspended in Year 13 will be required 
to meet with the Principal before returning to Year 14.

Applicants with lower levels of achievement at AS-level may 
be accepted for A2-level study if other evidence suggests 
that they are likely to achieve success in courses available to 
them.

UCAS Predicted Grades
A pupil’s UCAS predicted grade for a subject will be based on 
his performance in the AS exam for that subject. Any student 
wishing to have his UCAS predicted grade increased at the 
time of submitting his UCAS application should note that the 
maximum that such predicted grades may be increased is by 
one grade.

MARCH 2026
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The awards go to students accepted into the first year of a 
full-time undergraduate degree who achieve the highest 
points among Trinity entrants from their secondary school, 
above a minimum of 500 CAO points (or equivalent).  

Many former awardees have gone on to make a significant 
contribution to the economic, cultural, and political life of 
Ireland and beyond. Past Exhibitioners include past pupil, 
Dr Niall Downey, our Guest speaker at the 2024 Senior 
Prizegiving (oh, and former Taoiseach Leo Varadkar....)

Congratulations to, Caoimhin Duddy, 
class of 2025, who received an Entrance 
Exhibition Award from Trinity College 
Dublin, in recognition of his outstanding 
performances in his final school 
examinations in 2025. 
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Sixth formers can study across the Foyle Learning Community.

A list of available courses can be found blow... as well as a coment from one of our Year 14 boys who studied one of his 
A-levels in Saint Cecilia’s College.

Courses Available in FLC

Pupil Voice
Jake is studing Performing Arts at St. Cecilia’s College.

Jake said,
“This has been an enjoyable course. It suits people like me 
who prefer the hands-on experience in Performing Arts.
Musically, it allows me to explore the practical side of playing 
an electric guitar (to an audience), and I enjoy that.”

BTEC
Performing Arts

BTEC
Travel & Tourism Chemistry Design &

Technology
Digital

Technology
Drama &
Theatre

English
Literature

Environmental
Technology

French Geography Government
& Politics

Health &
Social Care

History Irish Life & Health
Sciences

Mathematics Physics Psychology

Spanish



Year 14’s have their say on

“Sixth form at the College”:

“I will forever cherish the 

wondrous memories I have made in my time 

in Sixth Form in St. Columb’s. From the wonderous 

memories I have shared with my peers, to the expert 

guidance and encouragement from teaching staff, it has helped 

me grow both academically and socially in such an enriching 

environment.”

Logan Davis-Moran- Senior Prefect

“My time in St Columb’s college 
as a 6th form student has been one of the most 

rewarding experiences. The college provides an environment 
where me and my peers are encouraged to push themselves 

academically and passionate teachers who genuinely want to see our 
success. What truly sets the college sixth form apart is the comradery 

between the teachers and students. Compared to GCSE’s there is a massive 
difference in the way teachers talk to us as they don’t see students in 6th 

form as children but as young adults who have a successful future”.

Denzil George- Senior Prefect

St Columb’s is so much more 

than just a school. From the moment you walk 

through the doors, you become part of something special, 

a College boy for life! What truly sets St Columb’s apart is the 

Sixth Form experience, particularly within our Sixth Form Centre. It is a 

space where pupils are treated with respect, encouraged to be independent 

and supported at every step. The staff in the Sixth Form Centre go above and 

beyond every day for us, offering guidance, encouragement and belief, not just 

academically, but personally too. They genuinely want to see us succeed, and 

that support makes all the difference as we prepare for life beyond school. 

Another strength of Sixth Form at St Columb’s is the outstanding careers 

guidance and support available to pupils. 

Aaron O’Doherty- Head Boy 2025 


