
Paula McGurk Prize Fund: Application Form 

The Paula McGurk Scholarship Prize and Fund 
 

This prize is to be awarded annually in honour of Paula McGurk, a woman who recognised 
that education could empower and create opportunities for all students, no matter what 
their circumstances.  The fund has been set up because she understood from her own 
experience that many do not have equal access to these opportunities.  The fund has been 
set up by three of her children (two of whom attended St Columb’s) to honour her memory 
and pursue her values, following her death on 11 May 2021. 

 
The Paula McGurk Scholarship Prize will be awarded annually from a fund of £5,000.  The 
Prize is open to applicants from Lower Sixth and Upper Sixth. The Prize is open to everyone 
from Year 13 and Year 14 and is not designed to reward only academic excellence; its aim is 
to promote both academic and career-enhancing opportunities for any who would benefit 
from them.  

The Prize will be awarded to successful applicants at the discretion of the judges.  The Judges 
will be looking for pupils who make a compelling case as to why they will benefit from this 
award.  The Prize is designed to facilitate academic and career opportunities which might not 
otherwise be open to that pupil.   

 

Application to the Paula McGurk Scholarship Fund is to be made on the template set out below 
and should be no more than 1,000 words.  Applicants should set out the opportunity for which they 
seek an award and the basis for their need for assistance.  By way of illustration, applicants might seek 
funding for:  

1. an internship with a prospective employer, NGO, or charity (for example); 
2. participation in an academic course provided outside school / for University preparation; 
3. foreign travel with a view to taking part in some career enhancing event or experience; 
4. the cost of a musical instrument to be used for the development of a career in music, or books 

/ equipment relating to a specific career; 
5. discharge of existing debt that would otherwise prevent a student participating in some career 

enhancing course or event; 
6. facilitating some other career-enhancing opportunity that would not be possible without 

funding. 
 

This list is by no means exhaustive, and applications for all types of academic and career-enhancing 
opportunities will be considered on their individual merits. ** 

The Prize is a school prize; winners will be announced at the Annual Prize-Giving event. In addition, all 
winners and short-listed applicants will be invited to an all-expenses paid dinner with the Judges and 
the President of the College. The purpose of the dinner is to congratulate applicants and hear further 
about their future plans, and to explain in more detail the purpose of the Prize, and how those 
purposes promote the values of Paula McGurk. 

 

Applications should be addressed to Mr Brendan McGurk and submitted by the Applicant to Mr T 

McGonigle providing the detail requested in the template below. 

 



Paula McGurk Prize Fund: Application Form 

The Paula McGurk Scholarship Prize and Fund 
 

Name: 
 

 
 

Class/Year: 
 

 

 
A-level subjects: 
 

 
 
 

 
GCSE results: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Career ambition: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Universities applied to/ 
Courses applied for: 

 
Or 
 
Further level training or 
career path to be 
pursued immediately 
after A-level: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Purpose for which 
funding is sought:  
(state amount applied 
for) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Paula McGurk Prize Fund: Application Form 

The Paula McGurk Scholarship Prize and Fund 
 

 
The reasons why I 
should be awarded a 
prize fund / why the 
award will make a 
difference to you: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
State here any other 
factors that you would 
like assessors to 
consider, including 
financial circumstances: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

*Application must be delivered in person to Mr McGonigle, or emailed to tmcgonigle708@c2ken.net 

** All sums will be awarded subject to proof of purchase / the existence of the event / opportunity for 

which the sums are needed; awards granted not used for the purposes for which they were sought 

will be repayable.  
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